








Columbia Gniversity 
inthe Citp of Hew Pork 


THE LIBRARIES 


























— 


2 


tlie kine 




















- DOCUMENT NO. 1. 


BOARD OF 
ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


MAY 18th, 1835, 


The Following, Annual Message from his Honor the Mayor, was 
being read by the Clerk, was, on motion, 
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It becomes my duty under the provisions of the City 
Charter, to communicate to you a general statement of the 
condition of the City, and to recommend such measures, in 
relation to the improvement of its Government and Finances, 
as may seem to be called for by a due regard to the public 
welfare. 

In the discharge of this poron of my public duties, I 
cannot allow the occasion to pass without an expression of 
my grateful acknowledgments to the Citizens of New-York, 
for the renewed evidence which they have recently given 
me of their partiality and confidence. 

In a Communication addressed to the Common Council, 
under date of the 30th June last, I recommended to their 
consideration certain changes in some of the Departments 
of the City Government. Several of the suggestions have 
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been adopted, and frorn the improvements in progress the 
most beneficial results may be anticipated. 

The Annual Report of the Comptroller will exhibit to you 
a comprehensive view of the finances of the City. The 
funded debt remaining unredeemed on the 31st of Decem- 
ber last, was $418,500, and the amount due for temporary 
loans in anticipation of the Annual Revenue from Taxes, 
deducting the sum in the Treasury to the credit of the Com- 
missioners of the Sinking Fund, was $326,534 62, making 
the total amount of the City Debt, $745,034 62. 

This statement exhibits a reduction from the correspond- 
ing period of the previous year of $91,309 91. 

A very considerable addition to the amount of the monied 
transactions of the Treasury is apparent from the Comp-. 
troller’s Report. This has arisen, not from any material 
increase in the expenses of the City Government, but from 
the augmentation of the business of this Department. The 
total amount of Warrants on the Treasury, for all the pur- 
poses of Government, the support of the Poor, payments on 
account of the Public Debt, &c. during the year 1834, was 
$1915,638 41. 

With the increase consequent upon the prosecution of the 
Water project, it may be expected that the disbursements 
during the present year will not be much less than 3,000,000 
of Dollars. In presenting this important fact to your no- 
tice I feel assured that you will realize the necessity of a 
rigid supervision of interests embracing expenditures of such 
magnitude. 

That portion of the City Debt which is funded bears an 
interest of five per cent. and is not redeemable until the 
year 1850. The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund have 
now at their disposal about $130,000, and are desirous 
of appropriating that sum to the purchase of the City Stock. 
They have offered an advance of ten per cent. on the par 
value, without as yet having been enabled to effect a pur- 








3 [Doc. No, 1. 


purchase. This rate of premium on a Stock, redeemable 
in 1850, is equivalent to an advance of $16 66 cents. on | 
a Stock irredeemable before 1860 

Proposals have been issued by the Comptroller, under the 
authority of the Corporation, fora Loan of One Million of 
Dollars, being a part of the sum authorized to be borrowed 
for the introduction of water. The “* Water Stock” will 
bear an interest of 5 per cent. and will be redeemable in 
1860. From the present estimated value of the other city 
securities it may be expected that this loan will be effected 
on terms highly advantageous to the public interests. 

The Real Estate held by the Corporation as the property 
of the City, is fast increasing in value, and if not now, the 
time is not distant when it may be safely estimated at Ten 
Millions of Dollars. A considerable proportion not applied 
to public purposes, is increasingly productive, and its re- 
venues will rapidly diminish the remaining claims upon the 
Treasury.’ The public finances are skillfully managed and 
in a prosperous condition. It may reasonably be anticipa- 
ted therefore, that our fiscal negotiations will be met by 
capitalists with full confidence in the resources and security 
of the City Government. 

The public improvements which have been commenced 
during the past year, are generally of a character to produce 
permanent advantages both of safety and convenience to the 
inhabitants. The question of procuring an ample supply 
of pure and wholesome Water for domestic and other pur- ” 
poses, has been submitted directly to the people, and their 
decision in favor of the measure has been made in the man- 
ner prescribed by law. The duty of consummating a work 
that promises additional security to the public health, and 
which must materially advance the comforts of the com- 
munity, now devolves upon the proper authorities. 


It affords me sincere pleasure to inform you that the ge- 


145623) 











Doe NO. iP 4 


neral health of the Citizens, which during the past summer 
was interrupted during a brief season, has become restored. 
to its usual standard. With the customary attention on the 
part of Public Officers, to enforce the sanitary regulations, 
and to preserve cleanliness in streets and dwellings, we may 
confidently hope for a continuance of this blessing. 

Our Public Schools, as a branch of the State System of 
public instruction, are managed by Trustees qualified in 
every respect for the safe and efficient administration of the 
important duties entrusted to them. This institution is one 
of the most interesting that can occupy our attention, and it 
cannot but be a source of sincere gratification to all who re- 
gard. the welfare of the rising generation, that the means of 
mental cultivation are provided for every child that shall be 
presented for instruction. Believing that the prosperity and 
happiness of the people, as well as the safety and pre- 
manence of our Republican Institutions, depend essentially 
on the promotion of the cause of education, I trust that our 
system of general instruction will at all times receive your 
fostering care. 

A proposition was recently presented to the Common Council 
and freely discussed, in relation to a subscription on the part 
of the City, to the Stock of the New-York and Ene Rail Road 
Co. The measure referred to, not having received the 
constitutional sanction, has not been presented to me for my 
official opinion. The subject, however, is one in which a 
deep interest is felt by our citizens generally, and a refer- 
ence to it, therefore, may not be inappropriate at the pre- 
sent time. ; 

I attribute much of the prosperity that has of late years 
attended the business operations of our citizens, to the suc- 
cessful prosecution of those great works of internal improve- 
ment which have given to the State of New-York so envia- 
ble a character for enterprize and public spirit. Whatever 
measures tend to open new channels of communication to 
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facilitate social and commercial intercourse between the 
Sea-board and the Interior, must inevitably confer valuable 
and lasting benefits on the Atlantic cities. Nature has given 
to the City of New-York surpassing advantages of location 


and climate. The course of trade, if properly and discreetly 
encouraged, must spread its vast riches among her citizens. 


In looking to future events connected with our commercial 
and domestic prospects, we must not lose sight of the fact 
that our sister cities of other states are entering into the com- 
petition with a zeal and enterprize which renders them for- 
midable, but not unworthy rivals. Philadelphia and Balti- 
more, by the completion of their various works of internal 
communication, are already attracting a considerable por- 
tion of the valuable trade of the West, and it may well be- 
come us to consider what steps are necessary to secure our 
position upon an equality with those enterprizing cities. 

The proposed route of the Erie Rail Road passes through 
an interesting section of country, abounding in natural re- 
sources, rich in the elements of future prosperity. The in- 
habitants of this sequestered region will derive great advan- 
tages from the construction of the contemplated road, and it 
is apparent, that the interests of ourown citizens will be ma- 
terially promoted thereby. It would be gratifying to me to give 
my official sanction to measures which promise to facilitate 
the completion of this great work, if I were satisfied that 
they were warranted by the legal and constitutional powers 
conferred on the Corporation. Serious doubts, however, are 
entertained both as to the authority of the Corporation to 
subscribe to the stock of a private company, and to the ex- 
pediency of the exercise of such power, if possessed, in the 
instance under notice. The questions embraced in this to- 
pic are of grave importance, as well in reference to the con- 
templated work, as to the principles involved, and deserve 
the deliberate investigation of the Common Council. 

Among the last acts of the late Common Council, was the 
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passage of an Ordinance granting the application for a South 

Ferry upon fair and equitable terms. The question of the 

“nature and extent of our privileges under the City Charter, 

in relation to establishing and regulating ferries, has been 

the subject of elaborate discussion during the recent Session 

of the Legislature, and much feeling has in consequence been 

excited among our own citizens and the inhabitants of the 

neighboring Counties. Questions which involve the char- 
tered rights of the Corporation, must be deemed of sufficient 
importance at all times to demand our serious attention. By 

the terms of the original Charter the power is expressls, 

granted to the City of establishing and regulating Ferriey 
around this Island. There was no reservation in the grant, 

and the power of the Corporation in the exercise of this pre- 

rogative, is only so far restricted that its exercise must be for 

the “ good government of the City.” I am free to admit that 

the City authorities are bound to exercise their privileges 

in a liberal and accommodating spirit, and with the view 

to afford all necessary and reasonable facilities to the inhabi- 
tants of Long Island and elsewhere in their communications 
with the City. With this distinct understanding of the duty 
of the Corporation, I feel bound to assert my belief that it has 
not in any instance abused its trust, but that its power over 
the subject in question has been exercised discreetly, and for 
the public good. 

The rights claimed by the Corporation, are derived from 
the grants of the British Crown prior to the adoption of the 
Constitution, and have been subsequently confirmed, recog- 
nized and sanctioned under our State government. These 
grants were positive and unconditional, and no power is vest- 
ed in the Legislative authorities to restrict, modify or annul 
them. 

While I claim for the Corporation, this control over the 
Ferry franchise, I would earnestly recommend to the Com- 
mon Council that no application be refused where the addi- 
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tional accommodation shall appear to be required for the 
public convenience. In all cases where doubts exist, my 
opinion is that it would be the better course to err in grant- 
ing more facilities of approach to the City than are really 
required to answer the existing demand. It will at all times 
however, be the duty of the Corporation to guard the rights 
which have previously been conferred on persons or Associ- 
ations, even though temporary injury should be sustained by 
the fulfilment of the contract. Thisis required of us by good 
faith and fair dealing. 

Much of the difficulty and excitement growing out of this 
question has arisen froma condition in some of the Ferry 
leases, by which the Corporation restricted itself from esta- 
blishing additional Ferries within certain limits. There 
were peculiar circumstances connected with the lease to 
Messrs. Fulton & Cutting which can never again arise. The 
lessees were about to make an important experiment, in the 
success of which the public were deeply interested. The 
practical introduction of Steam Navigation upon our Ferries, 
created an era in our intercourse with the neighboring shores, 
and this is one ofthe many enduring benefits for which we 
are indebted to the genius of Fulton. 

The Corporation which granted the lease to the Fulton Com- 
pany, and the Legislature which sanctioned it and authori- 
zed the present rate of tolls, were doubtless as honest and as 
attentive to the interests of their constituents as any which 
have succeeded them. But experience has taught us the 
inexpediency, as well as the injustice, of so exercising a 
delegated power as to place it beyond the control of the 
sovereign people. No authority rightfully exists in the re- 
presentatives to control the action of their successors on 
questions involving popular rights. 


‘The Ferry leases should be granted on liberal terms 


without restrictions on the part of the lessors, and this fran- 
chise I am satisfied should not be exercised by the Corpo- 
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ation with a view to pecuniary emolument, but mainly for 

the good rule and government of the City and for the accom- 

modation of its inhabitants. The rates of ferriage should 
be established as low as possible, consistent with the impo- 

sition of such rents merely, as will secure a reasonable in- 
come for the use of the wharves and slips, or legal interest 
for the public property appropriated for the purpose. It 
should be the desire of the Corporation to exercise the 
Ferry privilege under our charter, in such manner as will 
ensure theapprobation and support of our fellow citizens. 
Considerations of policy and justice require that we should 
manifest a disposition to exercise this power in a liberal and 
honest spirit.. The people of the State at large will then 
feel that so far as this question is concerned, their interests 
are indentified with those of the City, and we may then rest 
assured, that no disposition will be evinced on the part of 
the State authorities, to wrest from us privileges granted by 
charter and secured by law. 

Arrangements were completed during the past year, for 
the erection of buildings on the site of the public yards front- 
ing on Elm, and Centre streets, for a House of Detention for 
persons accused of crime, and for other purposes connected 
with our criminal and police departments. The want of 
such a building with convenient arrangements for prisoners 
has long been a prominent defect in our system of police. . 
The contemplated establishment will furnish accommoda- 
tion for several departments of the public service, and will 
be so constructed as to combine economy in the use of the. 
public means, utility in the arrangements, and beauty in 
the style of architecture. The appropriation of the new 
building, which is to be denominated the “‘ Halls of Justice,” 
to the purposes indicated, will relieve the Alms House at 
Bellevue, of a considerable proportion of its inmates. A 
further reduction of the tenants of this establishment will 
take place upon the completion of the “Asylum for Luna- 
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tics” the foundation of which has recently been laid on 
Blackwell’s Island. These public works are creditable ina 
high degree to the energy and enterprise of the projectors, 
and I feel assured that their completion will be regarded 
with favor by our citizens generally. 

There is one suggestion in relation to the farther improve- 
ment of our public buildings, which I consider it a duty to 
recommend to your consideration. The Alms House will 
shortly be relieved of all but those who derive their support 
from the public bounty. The property at Bellevue is rapid- 
ly increasing in value, and the interest on the estimated 
amount of the investment renders it an expensive establishi 
ment for the City. The public grounds still unappropria- 
ted on Blackwell’s Island, are spacious, convenient, and 
easy of access. Twice the space now occupied by the Alms 
House could be applied to that purpose on the Island, withr 
out interfering with the convenient arrangement -of the-other 
departments. ; 

I submit therefore to the Common Council the propriety of 
erecting an Alms House, with the necessary appendages 
on Blackwell’s Island, with the view to dispose of the pub- 
lic property at Bellevue, or to apply it to such other purpo- 
ses as may be considered calculated to advance the public 
interests. I entertain little doubt that the proceeds of the 
sale of this property, would be nearly sufficient to defray the 
expenses of the erection of the contemplated works on the 
Island and of the Halls of Justice. The present means 
necessary for these expenditures, could readily be obtained 
on loan at a moderate rate of interest, in anticipation of the 
proceeds of the sale recommended. Believing this to be a 
subject intimately connected with various public interests, 
Irespectfully commend it to your consideration. 

There are several other suggestions which I consider de- 
serving your attention, but they can be more appropriately 
presented from time to time, in special communications, or 
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through the medium of Committees acting under your 
authority. 

The various and manifold interests committed to the 
charge of our municipal authorities, require at your hands 
the unremitting exercise of intelligence, discretion and in- 
dustry. With so many natural advantages of location, soil, 
and climate, so much enterprise and industry in the popu- 
lation, and so vast an increase annually in the wealth and 
resources of the community, it may well become us to take 
a liberal and enlarged view of whatever measures may be 
proposed for the permanent improvement and government 
of our local Institutions. The evidences are before us of a 
prosperity unparalleled in the history of commercial com- 
munities, and we cannot better evince our just appreciation 
of the advantages and blessings we enjoy as a people, than 
by adopting a system of public policy in accordance with 
the enlightened and philanthropic spirit of the age. 


Cc. W. LAWRENCE. 
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Report of the Committee “on Laws and Applications to the 
Legislature,” in regard to the Census to be taken in 1835. 


Wma. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


a 


The Committee of the Board of Assistants, on Laws and 
Applications to the Legislature, to whom was referred the 
communication of the Mayor, enclosing the letter of Thomas 
Jeremiah,Esq. Clerk of the County,in relation to the Census 
required by law to be taken in the year 1835, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That they have examined the third Chapter, title sixth, 
part first of the Revised Statutes, and the Act amending the 
same—passed March 16, 1835—which together contain the 
law of this State providing for the taking of the Census or an 
enumeration of the inhabitants of this State, at the end of 
every tenth year after the year one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-five. ‘The same laws also provide for the ob- 
taining of a great variety of other statistical information at the 
same time the census shall be taken : 

The name of the head of each family is to be obtained. 
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The number of male persons in each family, and whether 
the head of the family be male or female. 

The number of females in each family. 

The number of male persons in each family subject to 
militia duty. 

The number of male persons in each family entitled by 
the Constitution of this State to vote for all offices elective 
by the people. 

The number of male persons in each family who are ali- 
ens not naturalized. 

The number of persons in each family who are paupers. 

The number of persons of color in each family who are 
taxed. 

The number of persons of color in each family, who are 
not taxed. 

The number of persons of color in each family, who are 
taxed and entitled by the Constitution of this State, to vote 
for all offices elective by the people. 

The number of married female persons in each family, 
under the age of forty-five years. 

The number of unmarried female persons in each family, 
between the age of sixteen and forty-five years. 

The number of female persons in each family, unmarried, 
under the age of sixteen years. 

The number of marriages occurring in each family where 
the female married resided, during the year preceding, 

The whole number of births in each family, during the year 
preceding, of males. 

The whole number of births in each family, during the 
year preceding, of females. 

The number of acres of improved land occupied by each 
family. 

The number of neat cattle owned by each family. 

The number of horses owned by each family. 

The number of sheep owned by each family. 

The number of hogs owned by each family. 
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The number of yards of fulled cloth, manufactured in the 
domestic way, in each family, during the year preceding. 
The number of yards of flannel and other woollen cloth, 
not fulled, manufactured in the domestic way, in each fami- 
ly, during the year preceding. 
The number of yards of linen, cotton, or other thin cloths 
manufactured in the domestic way, in the same family, du- 
ring the year preceding. 
The number of grist-mills, saw-mills, oil-mills, fulling- 
mills, carding-machines. 
The number of yards of cotton cloth, manufactured in each 
factory, other than in the domestic way. 
The number of yards of woollen, manufactured in each 
factory, other than in the domestic way. 
The number of yards of cotton and woollen cloth, manu- 
factured in each factory, other than in the domestic way. 
The number of iron-works, trip-hammers, distilleries, 
and asheries. 
The number ef deaf and dumb persons under ten years 
of age, males. 
The number of deaf and dumb persons between ten and 
twenty-five years of age, males. 
The number of deaf and dumb persons under ten years 
of age, females. 
The number of deaf and dumb persons between ten and 
twenty-five years of age, who are females. 
The number of deaf and dumb persons supported by cha- 
rity. 
The number of deaf and dumb persons of sufficient abi- 
lity to support themselves. 

The total number of deaf and dumb persons in each town 
or ward. 

The number of idiots, under twenty-one years of age, 
males. 

The number of idiots above twenty-one years of age, 


males. 
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The number idiots, females, under twenty-one years, 
The number of idiots, females, above twenty-one years. 
The number of idiots supported by charity. 

The number of idiots of sufficient ability to swpport them- 
selves. 

The whole number of idiots in each town or ward. 

The whole number of lunatics under twenty-one years- 

The whole number of lunatics under the age of twenty~ 
one years, males. 

The whole number of lunatics above the age of twenty= 
one years, males. 

The whole number of lunatics, females, under the age of 
twenty-one years. 

The whole number of lunatics, females, above the age 
of twenty-one years. 

The number of lunatics supported by charity. 

The number of lunatics of sufficient ability to support 
themselves. 

The number of lunatics confined in jail for offences or 
safe keeping. 

The whole number of lunatics in each town or ward. 

The whole number of blind persons under twenty-one 
years of age, males. : 

The whole number of blind persons over twenty-one years 
of age. 

The whole number of blind persons, females, under twen- 
ty-one years of age. 

The whole number of blind persons, females, over twenty- 
one years of age. 

The whole number of blind persons. 

The number of glass factories, rope factories, chain cable 
factories, oil cloth factories, dying and printing factories, 
clover mills, paper mills, tanneries, breweries, and the value 
of the raw material manufactured in each, and the value of 
the manufactured article, manufactured in each, the pre- 
ceding year, together with the value of the raw material and 
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the manufactured article used and manufactured the pre- 
ceding year, in such other manufactories as have been here- 
inbefore mentioned, such as cotton and woollen manufactures, 
saw and grist mills, oil mills, and fulling mills. &c. 

The law provides, that every person whose usual place 
of abode shall be in any family, on the first day of July, 
shall be returned by the person taking the census, as of that 
family ; and every person casually absent at the time of 
faking the enumeration, must be returned as belonging to 
that place in which he usually resides. 

The Committee have thus, at some length, set forth in 
this Report the nature, extent, and variety of the statistical 
information to be sought for by the persons employed to 
take the census, in order that it may appear to this Board as 
it does to the Committee, that the duties of the persons thus 
employed are not only of a highly delicate nature, so far as 
the law requires them to invade the domestic sanctua-~~ 
ry with their interrogatories, touching the age and other 
circumstances of both male and female, the married and un- 
married, but that in all respects these duties are such that 
much caution should be used in selecting the persons 
to perform them. The discreet and intelligent man—the 
man who is circumspect in all his demeanor, only should 
be sent forth in this commuhity, with authority of the law, to 
interrogate at the fire-side any of the members of your family, 
and there not only to compel true answers in regard to all 
these topics of inquiry, but to follow you to your counting- 
room, or work-shop, and compel you to produce a statement of 
your stock and its value. The Committee do not question 
the wisdom of the provisions of the law, but it is obvious to 
them that in its execution it may become very odious, unless 
it be discreetly administered by persons well qualified both 
with regard to their knowledge of accounts and figures, and 
their general intelligence, as men of business, and also with 
respect to their particular knowledge of the Wards in which 
they may respectively be employed. 
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It has occurred to the Committee that inasmuch as there 
are upwards of seventy different points of inquiry which 
must be noticed by the census taker in every family which 
he enters, and inasmuch as many of these inquiries can be 
answered properly only upon ample time being allowed for 
the heads of families to prepare written statements, that the 
entire laws which have been referred to the Committee ought 
to be forthwith published in all the papers employed by the 
Corporation, and continued twice a week for thirty days— 
The Committee therefore recommend. such publication to 
be made. 

The Committee beg leave further to state, that in pursu- 
ance of the provisions of the Statute, it will be the duty of 
the Common Council to convene on or before the first Mon- 
day of July next, and to appoint one person, to be called a 
Marshal, in each of the Wards of this City, to enumerate the 
inhabitants therein, and to perform the other duties herein- 
before mentioned, and who shall immediately commence the 
performance of such duties, and make his return to the 
County Clerk, before the first day of. October next. 

The Committee therefore propose the adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolutions :--- 

Resolved, If the Board of Aldermen concur, that the 
Common Council shall meet in joint ballot, on the last Mon- 
day of June instant, at 5 o’clock, in the afternoon, for the 
purpose of appointing one person in each ward of this City, 
to be called a Marshal, to enumerate the inhabitants of this 
City, and perform such other duties as the law requires of 
such Marshal. 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the Common Council forth- 
with cause the Chapter III. of the first part of the Revised 
Statutes, entitled—‘‘ Of the Census or Enumeration of the 
Inhabitants of this State, and the Act amending the same, 
passed March 16, 1835,” to be published by all the printers 
of newspapers employed by the Corporation, twice in each 
week for thirty days, and that the Comptroller pay the 
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amount charged for such printing, at the rate allowed by law 
for printigg in the State paper. 

Resolved, That the compensation of the said Marshals be 
fixed at two cents a-head for all the Wards in this City, ex- 
cept the 12th Ward, and for the 12th Ward 2 1-2 cents per 
head, for their services in taking the said census. 

THOMAS S. BRADY, ) Committee on Laws 
EDWARD CURTIS, and Applications 
D. P. INGRAHAM, to the Legislature. 
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BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


JUNE 8th, 1835. 


Report of the Finance Committee to whom was referred so 
much of the Message of his Honor the Mayor, as relates to 
‘the Finances of the city, accompanied with an Ordinance 
to provide for the immediate redemption of the New- 
Yorx Ciry Srock, &c. 

Board of Assistants. 
June 8, 1835. 

Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


Wan. Hacavorn, Clerk. 


The Finance Committee to whom was referred so much of 
the Message of his Honor the Mayor, as relates to the finan- 
ces of the city, 

REPORT, 
In regard to that branch of the public income which is con- 
nected with the Sinking Fund, and in regard to the loans of 
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money which it will be necessary to take for the purpose 
of supplying the city with pure and wholesome water; and to 
the debt to be created by the prosecution and completion of 
that enterprize—that they have examined these subjects with 
all the solicitude and attention which their importance me- 
rits, and are of opinion, 

That as it would bean unwise and short-sighted policy to 
depend exclusively upon the premiums which may be re- 
ceived on sales of the water stock for the means of paying the 
interest, which must grow due on that stock, or to offer to 
lenders of money a high rate of interest, for the purpose of 
acquiring a large amount of premiums; and as it is expedi- 
ent to prevent the creation of a variety of debts, and acompli- 
cation of accounts, inthe Comptroller’s department, there- 
fore, your Committee propose to offer to the holders of the 
city stock, an exchange of equal portions of water stock for - 
city stock, and to provide for the speedy redemption by the 
Sinking Fund of the city stock now outstanding. 

The consequence of this operation will be to close the 
account of the Sinking Fund with the city stock, and to ena- 
ble the Common Council to appropriate in a just and legal 
manner, the revenues of the Sinking Fund to the payment of 
the interest'on the water debt. Your Committee are also of 
opinion that the interest to be allowed on the water stock, and 
the periods for its redemption should be so arranged, as to 
afford the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund a reasonable 
chance of making investments of their surplus funds in water 
stock, whenever their receipts from water may furnish them 
with means more than sufficient to pay that part of the inte- 
rest on the water debt, which the Sinking Fund revenues may 
not supply. 

In arranging this branch of the finances of the city, your 
Committee deem it tobe indispensable that allowance should. 
be made for casualties and uncertain calculations of profit anc: 
that some provision should exist, for the gradual creation of 
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means, in the Sinking Fund, for the occasional purchase 
and final redemption of the water stock. 

To effect the most important of these objects, your Com- 
mittee propose an Ordinance which is herewith submitted ; 
and in explanation of the change it will produce in the capa- 
city-of the Sinking Fund to sustain the water project, respect- 
fully remark : 

That the Sinking Fund, as your Committee propose to en- 
large and apply its revenues, will discharge the city debt in 
less than two years. 

That the premiums on the Water Loans will, in the mean 
time, pay the interest on the amount of debt which may 
be contracted. 

That after the liquidation of the City Stock the revenue 
of the Sinking Fund, together with all the residue of the 
premiums will be sufficient to discharge the interest on 
all the Water Loans, until the close of the year 1840, 
when it is supposed the project of supplying the city with 
water, will be completed, and the revenues from water will 
consequently be applied in aid of the operations of the Sink- 
ing Fund. These views and principles, your Committee 
consider it proper to explain in detail. 

‘‘ The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund for the redemp- 
tion of the New York City Stock” had at their credit in the 
Treasury, on the first day of January 1834, a balance of—— 

$124,655 47 
The amount of ordinary and casual revenues, 
(by sales of Lands,) carried to their cre- 





dit in account during that year, was 98,309 81 
Received to May 16th 1835, 55,129 02 
278,094 40 


There has been paid out of the fund, for proper- 
ty for the extension of Essex Market, 50,000 
Purchase of $7,700, City Stock, payable in the 
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year 1850 at 11 1-2 per cent 
premium, 4 8,585 50 
Purchase of Randall's Island, $60,000 
Ground for Grand street Market, 27,950 
, ——_—___---- $146,535 50 


Balance of the Fund drawing Interest at 5 

per cent, 3 $131,508 90 
Ifthe Revenues of this pile continue in the 

same ratio as heretofore, they may be es- 

timated at, per annum, 


Ordinary, $70,000, 
Casual, 30,000, ‘ 100,000, 


To which we propose to add the Rents accru- 
ing on Docks and Slips, which, during 





the last year, brought : 49,270 
$149,270 
which for two years is 298,540 
$430,098 90 
On the 16th May, 1835, the City Stock out- 
standing, amounted to $410,800 





Thus the Sinking Fund, with the asssistance 
of the rents from Docks and Slips, will 
pay off the City Stock in two years, and 
leave a surplus of 19,298 90 
As the final payment of the City Stock, or its conversion 
into Water Stock, would relieve the Treasury from an an- 
nual disbursement of $20,540 for interest, on the City Stock, 
therefore the sum which the appropriation of the Dock and 
Slip rents to the Sinking Fund, will withdraw from the 
Treasury, will be only $28,730. 
This arrangement can produce no inconvenience to the 
Treasury, even if it be not possible to save so smalla sum 
annually, by a provident administration of City expendi- 
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tures. After the discharge or liquidation of the City Stock, 
the balance of the Sinking Fund together with all its revenues, 
will be transferred to the Sinking Fund, created for the pay- 
ment of the interest and final redemption of the principal of 
the Water Stock. Itis deemed to be a suitable application 
of the unemployed monies of the Fund, to invest them in 
Markets, because the revenues of the Markets belong to the 
Fund. But if Randall’s Island was wanted for public pur- 
poses, it should have been paid for out of the Treasury, and 
if not wanted, it should be sold, and the proceeds of the sale 
returned to the Fund. This matter will enter into the sub- 
ject of another report, when your Committee take up the 
consideration of the ways and means for constructing the 
Halls of Justice already contracted for, and a Lunatic Asy- 
lum and Alms House, on Blackwell’s Island, and the conse- 
quent disposition of the public property at Bellevue. 

The Ordinance we propose, directs the Commissioners 
whenever they purchase Water Stock, to cancel the certifi- 
cates. Ifthe interest on the Water Loans was payable out 
of the Treasury, the old practice of retaining the certificates 
might be continued with advantage to the Sinking Fund, as 
the Fund would save the amount of money, which the Trea- 
sury paid for interest. But as the interest on the Water 
Stock is directed to be paid out of the Sinking Fund, there 
can be no propriety in requiring the Commissioners to hold 
the certificates for the purpose of receiving interest upon 
them, since the interest must necessarily be returned to the 
Fund, from which it was received. Itis always wise to 
make financial transactions real, not fictitious. 

The Water Commissioners estimate the total cost of intre- 
ducing the Croton Water, at nearly 51-2 millions. Three mil- 
lions of this sum we propose to borrow, on issues of Stock, 
bearing 5 percent interest ; two and a half millions on Stock, 
at 4 per cent interest. Holders of City 5 per cents, can sel- 
‘dom be induced tosell a Stock so valuable. Thisis evidenced 
by the fact that the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund find it 
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impossible to purchase 5 per cent city Stock, even at the 
market price. After a few changes, this description of pro- 
perty generally gets buried in the vaults of Savings Banks, 
or Estates in trust, or falls into the hands of that sagacious 
class of rich men, who reluctantly part with their most safe 
and profitable securities. 

From such depositories, it is difficult to extract the favor- 
ite hoard by the ordinary process of tendering its full value. 
But a 4 per cent Stock will float in the market more freely, 
and be subject to the impulse of a rise or fall in the value of 
money, so that the Commissioners will never find so great 
difficulty in purchasing into the 4 per cents ; whereas, if the 
whole loan was taken at 5 per cent, the impossibility of ma- 
king investments at suitable prices, would prevent purchases 
of the Stock, and might result in large accumulations of the 
Sinking Fund. The collection of a heavy amount of unem- 
ployed money, would inevitably tempt an improvident Com- 
mon Council to divert the Fund from the uses to which it 
had been approprtated, and frequently for the accomplish- 
ment of objects of inferior importance. Your Committee are 
of opinion, that these reasons are decisive in favor of issuing 
one half of the Stock at 4 per cent, and of spreading the pe- 
riods of redemption over a large space of time, without. re- 
gard to the apparent loss which may now be sustained on 
sales of a4 per cent Stock, as compared with the prices 
which may be obtained for a 5 per cent Stock. It is not 
deemed expedient to limit and define in the ordinance, the 
rates of interest proposed to be allowed, or the times of the 
redemption of the Stock, because the exigencies of the ser- 
vice in which the borrowings are to be employed, and the 
state of the money market, may require corresponding 
changes in our arrangements of the terms and conditions 
upon which loans will be received. 

Your Committee therefore propose to legislate, only i in re- 
gard to those branches of the subject, which cannot be affect- 
ed by a change of price, or by commercial embarrassments, 
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and to make the indispensable provision for the payment of 
the interest on the Water Debt, which the official estimate of 
its magnitude requires, leaving to our successors the duty of 
making any further arrangements, which the more perfect 
developements of time may render necessary. 

A condensed view of the operation of the system by which 
the Finance Committee propose to provide for the payment 
of the interest on the monies to be borrowed, is exhibited 
in the following statements : 

A five per cent Stock payable in 1860, is esti- 

mated as being worth 17 to 18 per cent 

premium, but taking it at 14 per cent, on 

three millions is * $420,000 
Add income of the Sinking Fund, commencing 

subsequently to the liquidation of the 

City Stock, that is, from 1838 to 1840, in- 

clusive 3 years, at $150,000, $450,000 





Total receipts into the Sinking Fund of the 

Water Stock, - $870,000 
The interest to be paid, upon the pigenaptiin 

that the work will be completed by the 

close of the year 1840, and will not cost 

more than the estimates, may not vary 

much from the following sums : 


On $1,000,000 to 1840, inclusive 5 1-2 yrs. at 


5 per cent is - : ‘ $275,000 
1,000,000 oe ee 41-2 5 © — 225,000 
1,000,000 “ “ 3.1-2 5 ©. 475,000 
1,500,000 te “ 2 4 « 420,000 
1,000,000 “ Ms 1 4 « 40,000 

$835,000 


Surplus of the Fund after the Premiums are 
exhausted and before income is received 


* ‘Sales have since been made at that price. 
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from Water, : - , ’ ‘ 35,000 
The premiums which may be obtained upon 
the 4 percents are not estimated. 

For the purpose of testing the accuracy of this result, your 
Committee have procured. from the Comptroller a minute 
calculation founded upon the Premiums to be obtained on the 
Loans, and the existing Revenues of the Sinking Fund, with 
their natural increase, and compared with the probable 
amount of interest which must be paid on the loans contract- 
ed, before any income whatever can bereceived from water. 
This statement is based upon the proposal to borrow 3 mil- 
tions at 5, and 2 1-2 millions at 4 per cent, and shews a defi- 
ciency of means, after providing for the payment of the City 
Stock, to pay the interest on the loans, up to the close of the 
year 1840, of $230,000. It is this deficiency which your 
Committee have proposed to anticipate, by adding the rents 
from Docks and Slips to the revenues of the Sinking Fund, 
increasing its capacity in five years, by the sum of $250,000, 
and producing a result, corresponding in essential particulars 
with that above stated. A very cogent argument in favor of 
strengthening the Sinking Fund, arises out of the considera- 
tion that if the completion of the works should be delayed for 
one year longer than the calculation presumes, besides the 
deficiency of $230,000, another year’s interest would have 
to be provided for, amounting to 250,000, making the total 
deficiency, if the work is not completed until the close of 


1841, $480,000 

Less the revenues of the Sinking Fund for that 
year, 150,000 
$330,000 


If, therefore, any material and unfavorable error should 
exist, as to the time which will be required to complete the 
works, or in the estimates of the cost or income of the Water 
project, it will become necessary to transfer additional items 
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of the city revenues, into the Sinking Fund of the Water 
Stock. By this course of proceeding, the provisions of the 
Statutes which pledge all the revenues of the city for the 
payment of interest will be literally complied with, and the 
taxation to be imposed upon our fellow citizens will be more 
strictly confined to the necessary provision for the payment 
of the current expenses of Government. This policy may 
also tend to encourage the hopeful spirit of economy, in a 
system where much profusion exists. But after the com- 
pletion of the works, and the introduction of the Croton 
water, the income arising from its distribution throughout 
the city, will probably not fall short of the estimate made by 
the Commissioners. They appear to have examined this, as 
well as every other branch of the subject committed to their 
charge, with all the care which is required from them by the 
acts of the Legislature authorizing their appointment and 
prescribing their duties, passed February 26, 1833, and 
May 2d, 1834. If, therefore, any mistake has been com- 
mitted, in estimating the revenue expected to be received 
from Water, it is most likely to have been made on the safe 
side ; and under this impression, we may state the gross re- 
venue from Water as it is set down by the Commissioners, 


at $310,516 
From this deduct for omissions, repairs and 
superintendance, = : ee 160,516 


And this will not be considered too great a de- 
duction as “the Fairmount water works, 
although they have been in operation a 
number of years, have not as yet paid the 
annual expenditures.” 


Nett revenue for water, ; : 150,000 
To which add the annual income of shin Sink- 
_ ing Fund, 150000 


$300,000 





r 
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Less the interest on the Water Stock, 





3 millions at 5 per cent $150,000 
Bhe2 Sx; te Leal 100,000 250,000 
Annual surplus of the Sinking Fund, $50,000 


As the extinction of the City Stock will have the effect of 
closing the account of the Sinking Fund with that Stock, 
your Committee have deemed it advisable to continue the 


‘Sinking Fund account by an express provision, applying its 


receipts to the payment of the interest, and the redemption of 
the principal of the Water Stock. 
Your Committee suggest the following, as being, in their 


judgment, the most suitable periods at which to fix the re- 


demption of the Loans, in accordance with the views they 
entertain, and so as not to disturb existing arrangements. 
The Water Stock exchanged for City Stock, 


will be payable in the year 1850, ~- $410,800 
The million already agreed for, is payable in- 
1860, ; s s 1,000,000 


The ballance of the 2 1-2 snillion to Ber’ in 1860, 1,089,200 
‘When a new Loan shall be authorized, the 
part to be taken at 5 per cent should be 
made payable in 1855, BeBe. ‘ 500,000 








7 3,000,000 
The 4 per cents, payable in 1865, : 2,500,000 
a 5500, 000 


If the Sinking Fund shall not have provided the means of 
redemption at those periods of time, portions of the’ debt 
then falling due, can be renewed and probably upon terms 
more advantageous than those at which the present Loans 
will be taken, because, if a general peace continues, the 
price of money must be reduced below its present rate per 
cent. But if the inference which may be fairly deduced 
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from the statements made by the Water Commissioners, are 
applicable to the growth and prosperity of our city, then 
there can be no doubt that the Sinking Fund will be placed 
ina condition, by the increase of Revenue from Water, 
to buy in and redeem the whole amount of the Water Stock, 
(which it is contemplated it will be necessary to issue) on or 
before the dates named in the proposed arrangement. 

At page 397 of their last Report the Commissioners furnish 
a table which shews an increase of Water takers in the City 
of Philadelphia, during six years, of more than 10 per cent a 
year, and a corresponding increase in cash receipts for wa- 
ter, supplied to the citizens of that metropolis. And af- 
ter, a comprehensive examination of the operations of the 
five London Water Companies, the Commissioners say in 
relation to the New River Company, page 378, “ If our sup- 
position be correct, this company, and probably all the 
others, have been paying their stockholders 8 1-2 per cent 
on their capital, instead of 4 1-2 as made to appear by the 
statement of their receipts, expenditures, &c. But as the 
extent and location of our works are not exactly similar to 
the cases presented by the Commissioners, we are not enti- 
tled to depend upon those cases as furnishing a perfect com- 
parison from which we may safely infer what will be the 
amount of our receipts from water. That they will in- 
crease and finally become sufficient to discharge the debt 
there is no reason to disbelieve. But the bare possibility of 
an unfavorable result renders the obligation, which is im- 
posed by law upon the Common Council, to cherish the 
Sinking Fund, a duty of supreme importance. Your Com- 
mittee intend to inculcate a cautious and safe but not a timid 
policy, for they are well persuaded that even if the expendi- 
tures required for the procurement of water, should termi- 
nate in a tax upon the city for the payment of its debt, our 
fellow-citizens would be repaid in the more ready extinguish- 
ment of fires and the preservation of their property, without 
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reference to any other object for which water is useful and 
necessary. A thorough examination of this subject has, 
however, brought the minds of your Committee to the con- 
viction that a tax, on account of water, will never become 
necessary ; for, should the revenue from water be insufhi- 
cient to meet the annual expenditures, and provide a sur- 
plus for the purchase of the stock, the principal of the debt 
may be extinguished by a sale of the common lands, con- 
sisting of more than 400 acres, and lying in the heart of the 
Island. A small portion of this property is already worth 
$1000 alot. We suppose that by the time the heaviest in- 
stallments of the debt falls due the common lands will have 
reached their maximum value in an unimproved state.— 
Until that period, therefore, no sales should be made. In 
the worst évent this is a resource which may be relied upon 
as sufficient to discharge the debt, and without taking into 
the account any other property belonging to the city. . Your 
Committee are aware that, when the most suitable time ar- 
rives, it will be more profitable for the Corporation to put 
those lots under lease, with conditions as to the quality and 
description of buildings to be erected upon them. And 
this will probably be the policy which will be pursued in 
their disposition, provided the receipts from water shall be 
sufficient, with the aid of the other revenues of the Sinking 
Fund, to pay the Water Debt. 

It is due to the advocates of the plan of bringing water from 
the Croton River, that. the reasons should be assigned upon 
which they maintain the opinion, that the success of the en- 
terprize willremunerate the city for its investments of money. 
There are certain local facts from which the argument is 
drawn. Such as, that our city is surrounded with salt wa- 
ter, and there is no large supply of fresh water on the Is- 
land which may be brought into use, and consequently lessen 
or divide the customers of the public—that the surface water, 
as far out as a dense population extends, has been rendered 
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impure, and with few exceptions unfit for domestic pur- 
poses—that the supply is diminishing as the original soil is 
removed, the hills levelled, and the pavements and houses 
extended—that the spring or under water, all round the mar 
gin of the city, is impregnated with salt—that whenever, in 
the 12th Ward, the rock formation approaches, or rises 
above, the surface of the ground, little more than sufficient 
water for the consumption of its present scattered popula- 
tion is found. From these facts it is inferred, that admitting 
what is certainly just and necessary, that abundance of wa- 
ter must be furnished for public purposes, and an ample 
supply to those citizens who are willing to take it from the 
pumps or hydrants in the streets without compensation, yet the 
demand for private and public houses, for shipping, for ma- 
nufactories, and for the vast variety of employments in which 
it is indispensable in a great city, must be so large as that 
the income which may be derived from its sale will proba- 
bly exceed the most sanguine anticipations of those who 
have taken the principal responsibility of the measure.— 
But the actual results of a great improvement cannot be im- 
mediately realized. The public must have some time to 
become acquainted with its utility and advantages, and to 
acquire the habit of enjoying its benefits. These observa- 
tions are applicable to all great public works. Splen- 
did and useful as those are which have been constructed 
in this State, it has invariably required a few years, af- 
ter their completion, to develope their pecuniary resources, 
This will be the case with our work. In the mean time 
it is obligatory upon us to provide for the emergencies 
which are certain to arise, during the prosecution of the en- 
terprize, upon sound principles of legislation and finance.— 
With these views, your Committee propose to organize the 
Sinking Fund with sufficient power to discharge the city 
stock in two years, and to provide the means of paying the in- 
terest on the debt which may be created by the introduc- 
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tion of water, up to the first day of January, 1841, without 
resorting to the aid of taxation, or to any other assistance 
from the general revenues of the corporate property than 
the fund now possesses, together with the rents from docks 
and. slips. 
The biddings upon the recent proposal of the Comp- 
troller, to borrow One Million, having been made at. low- 
er rates than was expected your Committee will observe 
to monied men, and institutions—That, by an Act of the 
Legislature, passed May 2d, 1834, the provisions of the law 
of June 8th, 1812, are made applicable to the Water Loans. 
By these enactments, the faith of the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty of this city, is pledged for the redemption of the 
Water Stock, the entire revenues of the city are pledged for 
the payment of the interest which may become due upon 
loans so made, and in the event that those revenues are not 
sufficient to discharge the interest, the faith of the State is 
pledged to pass such Laws as may be necessary to provide 
“by tax, adequate means for that purpose. The Law of 
1834 has relation to two and a half millions of loans which 
are now authorized to be taken, and whenever application 
is made to the Legislature, by the city authorities, for per- 
mission to borrow the additional sums which may be requir- 
ed, the same conditions must be engrafted into the Law, 
granting such permission. These provisions render the se- 
curity of the lender perfect in every respect. It is scarcely 
necessary to remark that the property of every citizen is 
liable for the engagement of the Corporation, and can be 
reached by direct taxation to be specially imposed, if any 
‘ failure in the payment either of interest or principal should 
occur. But the corporate property being now estimated as 
worth nearly Ten Millions of Dollars, is alone an ample se- 
curity for any debt that the City may find it necessary to 
incur in the prosecution of the water project. In this view: 
of the condition of our finances and the liabilities imposed. 
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upon us by law, your Committee feel themselves warranted 
in making the assertion, that the security afforded to monied 
men, by the Water Stock of this city, is not inferior to that 
furnished by any National or State Stock whatsoever. 
M. VAN SCHAICK, ) 
AARON CLARK, 
BENJ. TOWNSEND. , 


297JCULULOL) 
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AN ORDINANCE, 


TO PROVIDE FOR THE IMMEDIATE REDEMPTION OF ‘‘ THE 
New-Yorx Crry Srocx,” aND FOR THE CREATION OF A 
FUND FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE INTEREST AND THE 
FINAL REDEMPTION OF THE PRINCIPAL OF “ Tur WaATER 
Stock or THE Crry or New-York.” 


The Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of New- 
York, in Common Council convened, do ordain as follows : 


Section 1. The Comptroller shall issue to the Commis- 
sioners of the Sinking Fund, when required by them, certi- 
ficates of five per cent Water Stock, equal in amount to so 
much of the $410,800 of the New-York City Stock as may 
remain unredeemed, and payable on the same day that the 
New-York City Stock is payable, which amount shall con- 
stitute a part of the sum authorized to be borrowed by an 
Ordinance, approved May 7th, 1835. 

§ 2. The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund are au- 
thorized to exchange Water Stock, so issued, for equal 
amounts of City Stock. 

§ 3. Inthe event that the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund shall not be able to effect the exchanges contemplated 
by the second section of this Ordinance or to purchase City 
Stock outstanding, they shall hold in trust, for the benefit of 
the owners of the City Stock, an amount of Water Stock 
equal to the unredeemed portion of the City Stock, and the 
interest received on the Water Stock so held by the Com- 
missioners shall be applied to the payment of the interest 
* which may become due on the unredeemed City Stock. 

§ 4. The Comptroller shall charge the Sinking Fund 
_with the Water Stock which may be issued for the redemp- 
tion of the City Stock. 

§ 5. After the Sinking Fund shall have paid into the 
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acqueduct account, the whole sum charged against it for 
Water Stock, the Revenues heretofore appropriated to the 
said fund shall be transferred to the Sinking Fund of the 
Water Stock—and they are hereby pledged and appropria- 
ted in conformity with the acts of the Legislature, dated 
June 8th, 1812, and May 2d, 1834, together with the net 
revenues to be received for Water, for the payment of the 
interest and the final redemption of the principal of the 
Water Stock of the City of New-York. 

§ 6. The Comptroller shall open a new account to be 
called the “ Sinking Fund of the Water Stock of the City 
of New-York.” 

§ 7. The premiums which may be received on sales of 
the Water Stock shall be paid into the said Fund, and ap- 
propriated to the payment of the interest which may be- 
come due on Water Stock. 

§ 8. From and after the Ist of January, 1836, the reve- 
nues accruing from Docks and Slips shall be tranferred to 
the Sinking Fund of the Water Stock. 

§ 9. Whenever any City or Water Stock shall be re- 
deemed, the same shall be entered in the Stock account, and 
the certificates thereof shall be cancelled. 

§ 10. The Comptroller shall keep a Book of Minutes of 
the resolutions of the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, 
and of all the proceedings in regard to Water Loans or 
Water Stock, and shall enter at large in said Book the terms 
of every Loan to be taken, and the offerings made in conse- 
quence of, or in conformity with such terms. 
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JUNE 29th, 1835. 





Report of Committee on Charity and Alms House, in fa- 
vor of removing the Alms House Establishment to Randall’s 
Island, and selling the Long Island Farms. 
Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. . 

Wn. Hacavorn, Clerk. 


The Committee on Charity and Alms House, to whom 
were referred so much of the Message of his honor the 
Mayor, as relates to the erection of a new Alms House and 
the sale of the present one at Bellevue, also the several re- 
solutions for the repairing and erecting Buildings on the 
Long Island Farms, and in regard to the Children therein, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That the subjects referred to them are of very great im- 
portance to the City, and more particularly so at the pre- 
sent time; inasmuch as upon the decision of the Com- 
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mon Council at this time depends the answer to the ques- 
tion, whether the public institutions of the city shall be 
brought within its corporate limits, or whether they shall be 
continued and perpetuated in a foreign counry. 

The subject of pauperism in this country, and especially 
to our city, is becoming every day more and more important. 
It commands the attention of the’ statesman, the philanthro- 
pist, and the tax-paying citizens. The latter, awake to its 
calls only when the: burthen becomes heavy, leaving the 
provisions for its support and its prevention to their repre- 
sentatives, to whom they have confided its care. A proper 
regard for their pecuniary interests, therefore, imposes upon 
them a great responsibility. 

The Long Island farms were purchased in the year 1831, 
at an expense of twenty-seven thousand dollars. They com- 
prise about 225 acres, extending along the East River, and 
having a front thereon of more than three-fourths of a mile. 
& great portion of the land is good for farming purposes, but 
there is also much that is marshy and unfit for cultivation. 

Since the purchase, three buildings of wood have been 
erected: for the accommodation of the children under the 
charge of the city, at an expense of $14,218 86 cents. 
The buildings are slightly put up, and not of much value ; 
not well calculated for the purposes originally intended, and 
‘ are altogether insufficient for the accommodation of the 
children, now exceeding five hundred in number. It has 
been considered necessary to erect additional buildings, and 
an appropriation was made by the last Common Council for 
that purpose, and a contract entered into for the erection of 
the same. Nothing has been done on the farms towards the 
erection of this building, except in preparing the foundation 
at an expense of about $900. The frame which is partially 
ready elsewhere, has not yet been removed to the farms, and 
can be of equal service should the Common Council deter- 
mine to remove the establishment to any other place. 

The present Alms House establishment is one large in 
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extent, of great expense to the city, and its management is a 
subject which requires serious consideration. Whatever 
doubts may be entertained in regard to the policy and wis- 
dom of our present poor laws, still, as long as the system is 
continued, it devolves upon the city government to make 
provision for the support of the poor; and there is.no class 
which requires that aid and assistance more, and none from 
which so much good may result as that of infants and chil- 
dren, utterly helpless and destitute, without a relative or 
friend able or willing to provide for them. 

Your Committee believing that for this class demands will 
always be made upon the public treasury, and, that, as the 
_- population of our city increases, the number of this class de- 

pendent on the public for support, will also continually in- 
crease; are satisfied that the wisest course for the Common 
Council, is to adopt a permanent plan for their support, and 
in. so doing, to set apart a place for this purpose, which will 
always be applicable to it, and which cannot be encroached 
upon or interfered with by any adjoining institutions, or by 
individuals who may own adjoining property. 

There are other objections to the farms for this purpose, 
independent of the difficulty which might at a future day be 
experienced. from an increase of population and business 
along that shore of the East River which presents serious ob- 
stacles to a permanent location of this establishment on that 
place. 

A great objection in the minds of the Committee to a con- 
tinuance of this institution in its present location, is, that itis 
out of the county, and, consequently, out of the territorial 
jurisdiction of the Common Council. The impropriety of 
placing the public institutions at a place beyond the reach of 
the ordinances of the Common Council, and in the power of 

another public body, which might, at some future period, see 
fit to pass laws very oppressive or injurious to the public in- 
terests of this city, is very apparent to the Committee, and 
‘they likewise view it improper and impolitic to take from the 
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public funds a large amount of money to be expended in a 
foreign county and to be exposed to taxation there. 

Ifa difficulty now existed in providing a suitable location 
within our own limits for these establishments, there would 
be some excuse for locating them out of the limits of the 
county of New York, and some such reason might have ori- 
ginally operated with the members of the former Board 
which made this purchase ; though, as your Committee have 
been informed, it was even then opposed on similar grounds, 
as being out of the county and jurisdiction of the Common 
Council. The recent purchase of Randall’s Island has, how- 
ever, provided a place far more suitable for this purpose than 
its present location ; and, besides, it is free from all the ob- 
jections which are now made to the Long Island farms. Both 
of these locations, Randall’s Island and the Farms, will not 
be required for the use of the public, and it appears to the 
Committee that there can be no hesitation as to which should 
be retained. 

A suggestion has been made to retain the farms for the 
purposes of a public burial place; but as this subject has 
been referred to another Committee, we refrain from ex- 
pressing any opinion thereon, and there will be sufficient 
time for them to bring the subject before the Common Coun- 
cil, should they deem it expedient, before any measures can 
be taken for a final disposition of the farms. 

From a personal examination of Randall’s Island, your 
Committee are decidedly of opinion that it combines more 
advantages for an Alms House establishment than any other 
location that can be selected on the Island of New-York or 
‘in its neighborhood. 

It comprises about one hundred and eighty acres of land, 
most of it of the finest quality for farming and gardening, 
and is well stocked with fruit trees of all kinds. Its situa- 
tion is perfectly healthy, and contains ample room not only 
for the accommodation of the children, but also for the 
whole poor of the city. 











43 [Doc ° Ni 0. 4, 


Your Committee have also had under consideration the 
recommendation of his Honor the Mayor to remove the 
present Alms House establishment from its present situation 
at Bellevue to Blackwell’s Island; and to dispose of the 


grounds now occupied for that purpose. The rapid increase 


of the city will render the present situation totally unfit for 
an Alms House ina few years; and your Committee are 
convinced that immediate measures should be taken to con- 
struct an Alms House elsewhere; but they do not think it 
would be expedient to locate the same on Blackwell’s Island 
as has been suggested. 
The lower end of that Island is now occupied for a Peni- 
_ tentiary, and on the upper end a Lunatic Asylum has been 
commenced and is in progress. It is true that the interme- 
diate space might at present be used for the purposes of an 
Alms House establishment, but your Committee are per- 
suaded that it would be far better, in selecting a location 
for an Alms House, to place it entirely unconnected with any 
other establishment. Blackwell’s Island will be required 
for other public purposes as the city increases, and it will be 
found hereafter that there will not be any more room on 
that Island than will be necessary for the uses of the city 
without encumbering it with the Alms House establishment. 

Besides it appears manifestly improper to place crimi- 
nals and the poor either together or in situations in which 
they may be brought in contact with one another. The 
one suffering from their own crimes, while the other are 
the children of misfortune and want, and never should be 
placed together. 

The Committee are perfectly satisfied that the whole 
Alms House establishment should be placed by itself, and 
that Randall’s Island is every way calculated for this pur- 
pose. 

There is another advantage attendant on the location of 
these establishments on Randall’s Island, which your Com- 
mittee believe will be beneficial to the inmates, and will de- 
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crease the number of applicants. It is, that there will be no 
opportunity for leaving the establishment without the knowl- 
edge of the officers, and that they will be able to prevent 
the introduction of ardent spirits, which, in its present situa- 
tion is so often productive of trouble, while at the same time, 
the Buildings being placed in the midst of a farm, will af- 
ford constant employment to all who are capable of perform- 
ing any labor. 

Your Committee have come to these conclusions after a 
full and careful examination of the subject and much reflec- 
tion thereon, and they unanimously unite in recommending 
the removal of the establishment on the farms as soon as the 
necessary buildings can be erected for the accommodation 
of the children on Randall’s Island. 

Should the Common Council agree with the Committee 
in regard to the propriety of this removal, it will become 
necessary to transfer the building now contracted for, to 
Randall’s Island. 

Your Committee are aware of the necessity of immediate- 
ly acting on this subject, in order that the building now in 
progress may not be delayed so long asto prevent its erec- 
tion, during the present season. 

Your Committee therefore recommend that the present 
contractor be authorized to go on with the erection of the 
contemplated building on Randall’s Island, and that the ne- 
cessary measures be taken to agree with him on such ex- 
change of location, and to prepare a foundation therefore 
forthwith. 

Your Committee also recommend that measures be taken 
for preparing plans, &c. for the erection of an Alms House 
on Randall’s Island, and the necessary measures for the re- 
moval of the whole Alms House establishment to that Is- 
land, as soon as the same can be carried into effect. 

The buildings necessary for the’ accommodation of the 
children can probably be completed so as to allow of their 
removal in the course of the ensuing Spring—after which 
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the farms will not be wanted for public purposes, and the 
Committee recommend the sale of the same at such time, as 
shall be judged most expedient. They are satisfied that no 
loss can arise to the city from this course, but that the pro- 
ceedsof the same will reimburse the Treasury all the mo- 
nies which have been expended thereon, and leave a surplus 
applicable to the erection of the new buildings on the Island. 

A considerable time must elapse before the proposed build- 
ing for an Alms House can be completed, and your Commit- 
tee are decidedly of opinion that measures should be taken 
forthwith on that subject. It would be at least two years 
before it could be occupied entirely for the purpose contem- 
templated, by which time it would become necessary to re- 
move from Bellevue, and the lands there will be much in- 
creased in value and amply repay all the expense of removal 
and as your Committee believe would also yield a large sur- 
plus. 
Your Committee therefore beg leave to offer the accompa- 
nying resolutions for the adoption of the Common Council. 

All which is respecttully submitted. . 
JOHN V. GREENFIELD, Committee” 


D. P. INGRAHAM, on Charity and 
AARON CLARK. Alms House. 


Resolved, (If the Board of Aldermen concur) that the pre- 
sent establishment on Long Island Farms, be removed to 
Randall’s Island as soon as the necessary buildings can be 
erected thereon for that purpose. 

Resolved, (If the Board of Aldermen concur) that the con- 
tractor for erecting the new building, on Long Island Farms, 
have the same built on Randall’s Island instead thereof, and. 
that the counsel of the Board make the necessary arrange- 
ments with the Contractor, for this alteration. 
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Resolved, (If the Board of Aldermen concur) that the Street 
Commissioner cause a survey and map of Randall’s Island, 
to'be' made, and that the Committee on Charity and Alms 
House of both Boards be authorized to fix on a site for the 
erection of this building on said Island. 

Resolved, (If the Board of Aldermen concur) that the Com- 
missioners of the Alms House take the necessary measures 
to have a foundation prepared for the new building on Ran- 
dall’s Island, as speedily as the same can be done, either by 
contract or otherwise as they shall deem most advisable 
and expeditious to correspond with the plan of the building 
now contracted for. 

Resolved, (If the Board of Aldermen concur) that the Com- 
mittee on Charity and Alms House procure suitable 
plans for a new Alms House, to be erected on Randall’s Is- 
land, and that hundred dollars be and the same is here- 
by appropriated to pay the expense thereof. 

Resolved, (If the Board of Aldermen concur) that Randall’s 
Island be hereby appropriated for the Alms House establish- 
ment. 

Resolved, (If the Board of Aldermen concur) that itis ex- 
pedient to sell the Long Island Farms, and that the Street 
Commissioner cause amap thereof to be made, and report 
the same with his views of the best mode of selling the 
Farms as soon as the map shall be prepared. 











DOCUMENT NO. 5. rr 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


, JUNE 29, 1835. 


Report of Committee on Assessments on the Petition of 
William D. Scally. 
Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 
Wa. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


| . The Committee on Assessments, to whom was referred 
_ the Petition of William D. Scally, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That the Petitioner states under Oath, that he is a mem- 
| ber of the First Battalion of Clinton Horse Guards of this 
| city, and that he is by law entitled to exemption from taxa- 
tion on one thousand dollars of his personal property : that 
he has been assessed and has paid the sum of four dollars 
| and sixty cents, being the full amount of tax for his personal 
property for 1834, without deducting the amount exempted 
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as aforesaid, and praying that the said amount of tax may 
be remitted and refunded as having been paid without his 
having been liable or chargeable therewith according to law. 
The Petitioner does not state that he was absent or sick, or 
prevented by other unavoidable circumstances from appear- 
ing before the Assessors during the legal period set apart 
by them for persons to appear and have their assessments 
corrected, nor does he pretend any want of proper notice for . 
such purpose. 


Laws of New-York relative particularly to the city of New- 
York. (page 334.) 

“ The statute of this State declares that every officer, non~ 
“ commissioned officer, musician and private in any troop: 
“or company of Light Artillery, in either of the Brigades. 
“(1st and 6th) shall be entitled to a reduction of one thou- 
“sand dollars from the amount assessed upon him by the 
* Agsessors as the value.of his: property, and the residue 
‘¢ shall be the sum for which he shall be assessed.” 


Afier mature deliberation, the Committee can see no 
good reason for distinguishing this case from those of George 
W. Frost and Lemuel Freeland and others, which were con- 
sidered and unfavorably decided on by the Board of Alder- 
men (Proceedings of Board of Aldermen, Vol. 6, pages 333: 
and 338.) Considering the cases mentioned, to be the law 
of the Corporation, and that the existing ordinances are ad- 
verse to the requests of the Petitioner, the Committee. re- 
commend the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the above mentioned prayer of the Me- 
morialist, William D. Scally be denied. 

AARON CLARK, 
L. P. JORDAN, 
GEORGE CLINCH. ~ 
June 28, 1835. FTO 
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Petition of William D. Scally, for remission of personal 
tax. Board of Assistants, June Ist, 1835. 
Referred to Committee on Assessments. 


Wm. Haeaporn, Clerk. 


To the Honorable the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of 

the City of New- York. 

The Petition of the subscriber Respectfully sheweth, that 
he is a member of the First Battalion of Clinton Horse 
Guards of the city of New-York, and as such member, is 
entitled according to the provisions of the Revised Statutes 
of the State of New-York, to exemption from taxation on one 
thousand dollars of his personal property. That your Peti+ 
tioner has been assessed and has paid the sum of four dol- 
lars and sixty cents, being the tax on the full amount of his 
personal property for the year 1834, without deducting the 

amount on which he is exempted from paying tax as afore- 
said. Your Petitioner therefore respectfully prays that the 
said amount of tax may be remitted and refunded to him, as 
having been paid without his being liable or chargeable 
therewith according to law. 


7 WILLIAM D. SCALLY. 
May 22d, 1835. 


Crry or New-York, ss: . 

William D. Scally being duly sworn, doth depose and say, 
that the facts set forth in the above Petition are just and cor- 
rect. W. D. SCALLY. 
Sworn to before me this 22d day of 

May 1835. 

JAMES LOZIER. 


Commissioner of Deeds. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 6. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


JUNE 29, 1835. 


Report from the Comptroller, with Statements of Con- 
tracts, made, directed or authorized by previous Common 
Councils and not yet completed. 

Laid o on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Wm. Haceaporn, Clerk. 








Tur CoMPpTROLLER RESPECTFULY REPORTS TO THE Com- 
MON COUNCIL : 

That on the 18th day of May ult. he addressed a circular 
to the Heads of the different Departments, requesting from 
them respectively, such information as would enable him to 
comply with the 10th section of Title II of the “ Law crea- 
ting a Department of Finance, and prescribing the duties of 
the officers thereof,” which declares 

“ Tt shall also be the duty of the Comptroller to report an- 
nually to the Common Council, as soon as practicable after 
their induction into office, a statement of all contracts made, 
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directed, or authorized, by resolution or ordinance of the 
previous Common Council, not then completed and paid for, 
the expense of which, or any part thereof, is to be paid from 
the City Treasury ; and the amounts, whether in whole 
or part, still to be paid.” 

The answers'to said circular are hereunto annexed :—the _ 
fact that they. were not all received in time to have been 
presented to the Common Council at any previous meeting 
of either Board, is the cause of the Comptroller’s delay in 
fulfilling the aforesaid requirements of the ordinance. 

In addition to the contracts stated by the several Depart- 
ments in the documents herewith, there are lodged in the 
Comptroller’s office, three several contracts, made on ac- 
count of the contemplated House of Detention or “ Halls of 
Justice’’—as follows—viz > 
One, with Horace Butler for building 
“the Halls of Justice,” 

One, with Benjamin B. eed for 
east and wrought iron and plumber’s 
work, for Fale of Justice 5; as 18,000 
and one, with John Haviland, for Sones 

intendent or Architect of ‘Halls of 

Justice,” commencing with the 8th 

day of May, 1835, and to continue not 

less than two years at the rate of 


E $231,000 


$2,500 per annum, say : j : 2 5,000: 
making . A Re f $254,000 


_ All which is respectfully submitted by 
T. J. WATERS, 


Comptroller. 
New-York, June 29, 1835. 
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City Inspector’s OFFICE, 
New-York, May 21st 1835 ¢ 


: ‘Sir, 

| In answer to your note of the 18th inst. inquiring whether 

‘any contracts are entered into by this office, and remain un- 

finished or not paid for, I have the satisfaction to inform 

you that all the contracts entered into by this office are all 

completed and paid for, except one entered into with Peter 

| Masterton, to fill in the sunken lots situated on the east side 
of 4th street, near Avenue D, which will probably require 
about 150 dollars to complete the same. 

I am, Sir, with great respect, 

| Yours, &c. 

GERRET FORBES, 

City Inspector. 


T. J. Waters, Esa. 

Sir, 

Yours of the 18th inst. is received, and in reply, I know 
of no contract, except one for Gas Lamp Frames, with 
Messrs. J. & K. Dunn, which was for four hundred, at one 
dollar and seventy-five cents per-piece, two hundred and 
forty of which have been received by me, and two hundred 
of that parcel, I think you paid the last pay day. 
| Yours respectfully, 

a JOHN L. EMBREE, 
Superintendent Lamp and Gas. 
New-York, May 21st, 1835. 
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Bellevue, May 25th 1835. 
T. J. Wacker, Esa. 


Sim 


In compliance with your request in relation to contracts, 
&c. I respectfully submit the following, embracing all with- 


in my knowledge : 

Appropriation for New Penitentiary, 
balance received from Jameson Cox. 

Expended under my superintendence, 


Balance, 


Appropriation for the Lunatic Asylum, 
Expended, 


Balance, 


Appropriation for New School Room, 
L. I. Nurseries, ; : 
Expended, 


Balance, 


Contracts for Beef, from E. Keyser, 
for Alms House at 4 dollars 6 cents 
per cwt., from Ist Jan. 1835, to Ist 
Jan. 1836. Probable amount, 

Paid 1 quarter to 31st March, 


Estimated probable balance, 


Contract for Beef from Jacob Aims, for 
Bridewell-and Penitentiary, probable 
amount at $2 95 per cwt. 

Paid 1 quarter to 31st March, 


Estimated balance, 


$2,479 92 
767 58 


$1,712 34 


$20,000 
3,083 7) 





rere ne 


$16,916 29 


$10,000 
515 


$9,485 





$17,000 00 
4,326 66 


12,673 34 





$6,000 
1,589 51 





4,410 49 





Doc. No. 6.] 56 


Contract for Indian Meal from J. J. 
Hicks, at $1 62 per cwt. from Ist Feb. 


1835, for 6 months, probable amount, $2,720 00 
Paid to 19th May, 2,176 17 
Estimated balance, $543 83 

Very respectfully, 


L. W. STEVENS, 


New-york, June 8th, 1835. 
“Sir 
Tn answer to. your note of 18th ult. requesting informa- 
tion in relation to such contracts as are not yet completed, I 
have to say that Ihave but one, with M. P. & M. E. Green, 
of Hoboken, for new Fire Engine for Company No. 46, 
amounting to $645, for which it will be necessary to ask for 
an appropriation. 
Respectfully, 5 
JAMES GULICK, 
Chief Engineer. 
To Talman J. Waters, Esq. 
Comptroller. 


Tauman J. Warers, Esq. 
: Comptroller. 3 
I herewith transmit, pursuant to your request, an ac- 
‘count of the contracts made, directed, and authorized by 
Resolution or ordinance of the previous Common Council; 
not yet completed and paid for. 
A. Contract for supplying the City of New-York with 
Water Pipes and other Castings, 
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Contract with Brick and Allen, made in March last— 
viz: 

320 Pipes of 12 inch diam 2880 feet at $1,73, $4982 40 

2A: -. 10“. 5 SI08E- . = es, Poze 84 

BUG Fe ee = Oe ee Odes Sn eos 


Branch Pipes and other Castings, at $58 75, 
The probable weight of which will be ; 1057 50 





$10,984 32 


Remaining yet to be paid about, $5,178 71 











Contract with Andrew M. Jones, made with the present 
Board, but ordered by the last—viz: 
233 Pipes 10 inch diam. 2097 feet at $1 60 $3365 20 








SOAs Oe ee OO ee A) 5198 40 
Branches and other Castings ordered, 200 00 
No money paid on this Contract. $8,765 60 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
UZZIAH WENMAN. 
June 3d, 1835. 


Tatman J. Waters, Esq. 
Comptroller. 
Sir, 

Pursuant to your request, [herewith transmit youan ac- 
count of all the Contracts unfinished at the time of my leay- 
ing the Public Yard. 

A Contract for building a Market-house in “the Eleventh 
Ward, corner of Houston and Second street. 
Contract $5961 00. 
~ Contractor Charles Overton. 
B. G. WELLS, Supt. Building. 





May 26th, 1835. ° 
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DOCUMENT NO. 7. 





BOARD OF 
ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


JUNE 29, 1835. 


Report of Street Commissioner on the subject of Streets - 
&c. ceded to the Corporation, north of 21st street. 
Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 
Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


"The Street Commissioner to whom was referred the Re= 
solution, of which the following is a copy : 

“* Resolved, That the Street Commissioner be requested to 
report to this Board, the names of all the Streets, north of 
Twenty-first street, which have been ceded to the Corpora- 
tion of this city, and how much thereof has been so ceded” — 

RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 
That in compliance with the above resolution, the subscri- 
ber herewith presents the annexed list of the streets which 
have been ceded to the Corporation, north of Twenty-first 
street. 

The subscriber believing the resolution intended to em- 
brace the Avenues which have been ceded, has also inclu- 
ded in the annexed list a statement of the same. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE. B. SMITH, 
Street Commissioner. 
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DOCUMENT NO. &. 


BOARD OF 
ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


JUNE 29, 1835. 


Report of the Comptroller on the Resolution offered by 
Mr. Ingraham. 


Laid on the table and ordered to be eed: 
Wo. Hacaporn, Clerk. 





By Mr. Ingraham. 

Resolved, that the Comptroller furnish this Board with a 
detailed account of the monies appropriated by the Com- 
mon Council, during the year preceding the 2d Tuesday in 
May last—the objects for which said appropriations have 
been made—the amount of the different appropriations 
remaining unexpended, and the amount that will probably 
be required for those purposes during the present year. 

"In compliance with the annexed resolution offered by Mr. 
Ingraham, the Comptroller, transmits herewith, a statement 
of the appropriations made by the Common Council during 
the year preceding the 2d Tuesday in May last—In said 
Statement is included the sum of $250,000 for the Halls 
of Justice or House of detention—for although the expen- 
diture was not authorised in the shape of an ordinance or 
resolution of appropriation in express terms, yet the Com- 
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mittee on that subject were authorised to contract to that 
extent, and having contracted it becomes of necessity a vir- 
tual appropriation and as such it is entered accordingly. 

In estimating for the tax of 1835, the expenditure for all 
general objects and also for special ones so far as then 
known, were presumed to be covered, or very nearly so, by 
the amount proposed to be raised, the prominent expendi- 
tures authorised since the amount of tax was fixed upon, are 


as follows: 
The House of Detention or Halls of 
Justice, - - - - 
The Lunatic Asylum on Blackwell's 
Island, extra - - - - 
For the erection of the new Public 
workshops and making accommo- 
dations for the superintendent of 
Building, the Chief Engineer and 
Water Surveyor, - = = 


As to “the amount that will probably be required for those 
purposes during the present year,” the Comptroller is with- 
out the means of forming even a reasonable conjecture. 


All whigh is respectfully submitted, by 
T. J. WATERS, 


New-York. June 29, 1835. 
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- $250,000 00 


- 10,000 00: 


- _ $5,000 00 





Comptroller. 
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AMOUNT OF APPROPRIATIONS, 
from 13 May 1834, to 1st January 1835, and amount remaining 
then unexpended. 





|APPROPRIATIONS|UNEXPENDED. 


Alms, Bridewell and Penitentiary,$97,000 $9,939 14 





Board of Health, | 24,700 450 29 

Bonds Payable, s = |100,000 2,800 

Blackwell’s Island, Lunatic Asylum,| 3,000 . 2,976 

Long Island Farms, additional 
Buildings, » | 10,000 10,000 

Charges on Arrears, - - | 1,100 422,21 | 

Charities, - - - | 3,000 | 1,500 

Cleaning Streets, as = 67,150 ;- 80933 

Commutation of Alien Passengers, | 50 





Coroners Fees, - - 1,954 17 11 83 


County Contingencies, = 24,000 2,694 59 | 
Courts, - 3 a ts 18,000 dg 222,52 | 


Docks and Slips, — - - | 61,000 2,210 25 - 
Bulk Head, Great Kill Road to 12th 


Street, = 18,220 58} 9,220 58 

Elections, - = 7,000 4,390 56 
Fencing Lots, - - 500 224 32 
14,431 49| (204 27 


Fire Department, - 








House of Refuge, z 9,000 5,000 

Interest, - - == 512,000 1,188 56 

Intestate Estates, = 625 —— 

Justice’ Courts, - - 6,650 351 50 
53,000 _ 146 05 | 


Lamps and Gas, - - 
Lands and Places, - 

Union Place, Fencing, 

Iron Fence, round Duane Street 


9,000 4,948 58 
15,000 15,000 





Park, = 1,820 1,820 | 
Levying Tax, E = 9,000 646 ae 
Liens on Lots, - 5,600 1,158 34 
Markets, rise aie 7,000 5 17 
Washington Country Market, 1,825 = 
Weehawken Country Market, 3,475 Bee ee 
Clinton Country Market, 4,455 1,955 


Market Place between Houston and 
2d Street, - 288 15) ——— 
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AMOUNT OF APPROPRIATIONS, 


Srom May 1834, to 1st January 1835, and amount remaining 
then unetpended, 











Mayoralty Fees, - - $80 
Fences on Long Island Farms, 700 © 
Northern Dispensary, - 300 
Penalties, z - 1000 
Police, - - 12,000 © 
Printing and Stationary, 4,100 
Public Reservoir, - 2,150 
Public ‘Schools, - 86,500 
Real Estate, = - | 2,452 
Repairs and pees | 12,000 
Roads, - 20,000 
Blasting Rocks! on the 8th Avenue, 5,000 
Salaries: - - 26,300 
Street Expenses, - | 25,500 
Retaining Culverts, - 2,850 
Lateral Drains, - 2,600 
Streets, - - (265,000 
Tompkins Squares, awards for 
Opening, - 62,000 
de filling and fencing) 20,000 
Stand of Colours for 3d Reg. of Ar- 
tillery, - 350 
Tavern and Excise Licenses, 2,000 
Watch, - - 76,500 
Wells and Pumps, - 4,500 
Water Commissioners, 5,000 ° 
Water Pipes, — - - 28,336 43 
Tron Conduit Pipes. - 2,500 
Well at Jefferson Market, 3,000 


Total, 


—__. 











|APPROPRIATIONS|UNEXPENDED, 


$80 
790 





237 95 
1,155. 12 
568 07 
735 86 
30 08 
275 
7,230 07 
3,432 
469 54 
10,234 63 


SF 


9,148 31 


471 65 
16,425 


822 
5,324 41 
336 50 
2,000 
7,465 48 
a7 
2 lock 


$1,272,612 82 $152,057 09 
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AMOUNT OF APPROPRIATIONS, 
Sor the year 1835,—and the amount remaining unexpended 13th 


May, 1835, 





Alms House, Bridewell and sane 
tentiary, 
Board. of Health - - 
Bonds Payable, - 
Charges on Arrears, = 
Charities, - - 
Cleaning Streets, - - 
Commutation of Alien Passengers, 
Coroners Fees and Expenses, 
County ep uEEENees, 
Courts, = ’ 
Docks and Slips, - - 
Elections, - - 
Fencing Lots, - - 
Fire Department, - - 
House of Refuge, - - 
Interest, - - - - 
Intestate Estates, - - 
Justice’ Courts, - = 
Lamps and Gas, -- - 
Lands and Places, - 
Levying Tax, _ - - 
Liens on Lots, - - 
Markets, - - 
Market Place between Houston and 
2d Street, 
Clinton Market, additional, - 
Market place, in the 7th ees 
Mayorality Fees, - 
Penalties, - - - 
Police, - - - 
Printing and Stationary, - 
Public Reservoir, - 
Public Schools, - - 
Repairs and = - 
Roads, - 


$146,000 
14,000 
300,000 
1,500 
7,000 





87,000 
100 
3,500 
25,000 
30,000 
106,000 
6,000 
2,000 
20,500 
9,000 
57,000 
1,250 
13,400 
91,500 
9,000 
8,500 
5,000 
14,000 


13,600 
1,955 


100 
1,600 
20,000 
8,000 
4,000 
88,500 
18,000 
25,000 





Blasting Rocks on the 8th Avenue, 3,432 


APPRO PRIATION S 


306 57 


UNEXPENDED. 


174,612 05 
9,168 98 
38,500 
1,281.70 
3,920 33 
93,075 17 
100 
2,017 88 
16,409 86 


76,503 65 
3,120 96 
1,800 

10,882 58 
9,000 

31,280 97 

625 
6,758 47 

61,507 59 
5,293 35 
8,500 

872 80 





1,550 
10,453 27 
1,437 50 
3,026 21 
87,070 
9,504 57 
23,928 
3,432 





15,801 16. 


4,449 53 — 


nna 
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AMOUNT OF APPROPRIATIONS, 
Sor the year 1835,—and the amount remaining unexpended 13th 


May 1835. 








Salaries, 
Streets, 
Tompkin’s Square, payment of a- 
wards for opening, 

do. Filling and Fencing: 
Street EF Expenses, 
Tavern and Excise Biodnaka: 
Watch, : 
Water Pipes, 
Wells and Pumps, 
Water Lot Property, at Bi 
Water Lot Property, between Pike 

and Rutger’s Slips. 
Bulk Head, on West Street, (Great 
Kall Road,) 
Buildings (additional) on Long Is- 
land Farm, 
Tron Railing, round Duane Street 
Park, 
Union Place, Iron Fence and Cop- 
ing, 

City Aquaduct, ° 
Error and Delinquencies of Taxes, 
Jefferson Wells, 
House of Detention, 
Fences on Long Island Farms, 

* Lunatic Asylum, Blackwell’s Island, 
Public Workshops, to be removed 
and new ones erected, 

Stand of Colours, for 27th Reiment, 
Water Commissioners. 


Total, 


- - 





APPROPRIATIONS 


UNEXPENDED. 





$48,000 
340,000 


471 65 
16,425 
40,000 

1,500 
120,000 
23,000 
8,000 
45,000 


8,300 


7,220 58 


10,000 
1,820 


15,000 
2,817 
3] 
3,363 
251,172 
750 
22,976 


94 
71 
2aih 
39 


5,000 
450 
2,500 


27,274 89 
258,281 58 


471 65 
10,179 07 
30,525 85 

1,408 - 
Tere oe 
6,421 74 
5,736 92 
35,662 


6,025 
1,020 58 
10,000 


135 74 
249,737 29 
750 
17,856 85 





,4000 
450 
500 





$2,117,541 91 $1,328,155 96 
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DOCUMENT NO. 9. 


BOARD OF 
ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


JULY 138, 1835. 


Petition to the Honorable the Corporation of the City of 
New-York, for the extension of the New-York and Harlem 
Rail Road. 

Referred to Street Committee and ordered to be printed. 

Wm. Hagaporn, Clerk. 





To the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of New- 
York, in Common Couneil convened : 


The memorial and petition of the undersigned, owners of 
property, residents in the Bowery and its vicinity, and in 
Chatham Square, and others who are interested in and de- 
sirous of the advancement and improvement of the city 
generally, 

RESPECTFULLY SETS FORTH AND SHEWETH TO YOUR HONOR- 

ABLE BODY: 

That, whatever might have been sometime since their pre- 
judice against and their alarm on account of the New-York 
and Harlem Rail Road, should it then have been permitted 
to run down into the city, they are now persuaded from full 
conviction, that the one was unreasonable and the other 
groundless. 
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That they now see that this Rail Road can be made a 
matter of great advantage, both in accommodation and con- 
venience to the citizens of every class, when it shall be 
brought down into the city. 

That particularly during the sultry months of summer, ex- 
cursions upon this Rail Road might be resorted to for the 
health and recreation of your memorialists and petitioners, 
as well as by other citizens. 

That should this Rail Road continue limited and confined as 
it now is, a very great deal of comfort and enjoyment in these 
excursions will be cut off and denied, because of the dis- 
tance from the lower parts of the city, which must oblige a 
large number of citizens to withhold pleasure and recreation 
both from themselves and their families. 

That this Rail Road as at present limited, is calculated 
almost solely for the benefit and advantage of those who re- 
side north of Prince-street in this city. 

That they, too whom business or pleasure call and tempts to 
the village of Yorkville, and the settlements in that neigh- 
borhood, are even now and must be always compelled to 
pay for expensive vehicles and modes of accommodation, 
thus making this road which should be a great public one ; a 
reserve only for the residents upon it and in its vicinity and 
at the expense of your memorialists, petitioners and others. 

That your memorialists now must see, should this Rail 
Road continue limited to where it is, by your Honorable 
Body’s withholding permission to extend it, that they willbe 
deprived of their fair and due participation ofa great public 
benefit, by a denial both unnecessary and vexatious. 

And now, your memorialists and petitioners therefore 
humbly pray your Honorable Body to take this memorial 
and petition at once into your consideration, and permit the 
New-York and Harlem Rail Road Company to lay their 
rails and run their Cars through any of the broad streets or 
avenues of the city, without injury or inconvenience, from the 
Bowery down as far as Chatham square. 
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And your memorialists and petitioners as in duty bound, 


will ever pray, &c. 


John A. Barker, 
James Wilde, 
William Barker, 
Jacob Duff, 

J. Fairchild, 

R. Duval, 

S. R. Smith, 
Matthew Krowell, 
Louis Schmaelke 
Isaac Ferguson, 
Francis Golden, 
William H. Kibbe, 
Michael Kelly, 
Wm. G. Hazard, 
Alexander Walter, 
Enjelyn Content, 


} 
Bleeker corner of Greene streets. 


corner Broadway and Bleeker sts. 
Bleeker and Greene sts. 
Nineteenth street 8th Avenue. 
Mercer st. 215. 

Eldridge st. 

278 Bowery. 

323 Broome. 

70 Allen st. 

271 Grand st. 

273 do 

285 do 

291 do 

299 do 

313 do 

313 do 


Joseph F. Somerville, 315 Grand st. 


Charles Mason, 327 do 

Robert Smith, do do 
Andrew Petrie, 353 do 
F. Bianche, 355 do 


J. H. Simonton, corner Bowery and Walker sts. 
Wm. P. Scholefield, 357 Grand st. 

Henry Lockwood, do do 

Henrietta Lockwood, do do 

William Hock, 359 = do 


L. P. Livingston do do 
Silas}P. Berrian, do do 
Alexr. Hamilton. do do 
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Felix O’Flanagan, 


M. J. Clinton, & Co. 


E. 8. Dayton, 
Joseph Dowling 
James Magill, 

C. E. Beckwith, 
James M’Hay, 
Robert Armstrong, 
Abm. S. Scribner, 
Chas. Laurence, 
Wi. H. Roberts, 
John Wade, 
Helena Kum, 

H. Reynolds, 

A. M‘Farland, 
Benjamin Terry, 
Elisha Grieves, 
Charles E. Smith, 
E. W. Wood, 
Stephen Crowell, 
Wm. Ellingward, 
John D. Philips, 
Robert G. Yonge 
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Nehemiah Lownsberry, 246 Grand st. 


J. L. Sackett, 

C. M. Day, 

C. Sterne, 

S. L. Jones, 

N- Dodge, 

L. D. Bartolette, 
Benj. Welch, Jr. 
F. S. Boyd, 
Robert Carter, 
O. Harman Jr. 
M. P. Wallace, 
Cornelius Oakley, 


48 Duane st. 
344 Grand st- 
342 do 
340 do 
336 do 
342 1-2 do 

do do 
do do 
334 do 
332 do 
332 do 
204 do 
296 do 
290 do 
288 do 
282 do 
do do 
do do 
278 do 
276 do 
276 do 
264 do 
260 1-2 do 
238 do 
208 do 
188 Bowery. 
120 Canal st. 
do 
118 do 


154 Broadway 
10 Greene st. 
112 Canal st. 
31 Hammond st. 


108 Canal st. 
108 Front st. and 250 Hudson st. 
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David Boyd, 108 Canal st. 

J. F. Spillinber, 141 Grand 406 Canal sts. 
R. E. Jones, 104 Canal-st 

W. M. Cook, do 

J. T. Wall, do 

C. Stepens, 94 Canal st. 

D. Truford, , 

S. B. Hetherington, 88 Canal st. =] 
James B. Paxtor, 

Herman Hoyt, Canal st. 

E. Moore, do do 

J. Morison, do do 

J. Hyatt, do do : 
Charles Martin, 183 Rivington st. 
Lucas McCabe. Canal st. 
Philo Cole, do 

J. T. Warner, 60 Canal st. 
John J. Millan, 61 do 
Charles Wilson, ot do 

John Sturtivant, 45 do 

John M. Secor, 417 Broadway. 
Silas Haight, 419 do 

H. Holmes, do do 
Patrick Dickie, 413 Broadway 
R. Jarvis, Jr. 414 do 

T. S. Chumar, do do 

Peter Wardle, do do 

James C. Greene, A415 do 

Wim. McNair, do do 
Joseph Stanley, 418 do 
William Coane, do do 
Theodore Schieffelin, 51 Attorney st. 
‘Augustus Howe, 430 Broadway. 
Anthony Arnoux, 154 Fulton st. 
Edmund.Arnoux, do do 
Thomas Kennet, do do 
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Peter McDonald, 
Robert Mulligan, 
John Thurston, 
Samuel Hall, 
Samuel H. Deverell 
. Benjamin Bartin, 
Martin D. Field, 
L. B. Reed, 
Miln Parker, 
Joseph P. McCully, 
John E. Townsend, 
Richard Curtis, 
Peter Ludlow, 
C.M. Littell, 
A. C. Mears, 
Alfred Wintingham, 
George Loring, 
Joseph Cole, 
George Davies, 
John Milhan, 
William Stodart, 
C. F. Buthler, 
Peter Reynolds, 
W. G. Munrery, 
Isaac J. Yates, 
A. Vedder, 
Thomas Hope, 
Elijah Gleason, 
Wait Wells Wilson, 
Ralph D Lockwood, 
John Noonan, 
Paul Sabboton, 
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111 Chrystie st. 

96 Mott st. 

85 Essex st. 
183 Grand st. 
156 Stanton st. 

37 Bowery. 

62 1-2 Bowery. 

14 do 

do do 
481 Pearl st. 
308 Bowery. 

73 Mott st. 

118 Mulberry st. 
208 Church st 
do do 

16 Amos st. 

21 Dock st. 

128 Laurens st. 

66 Canal st. 
183 Broadway. 
117 White-st. 

27 Beekman-st. 

17 Cherry-st. 

4 Merchants Exchange. 
do do 

Broadway, near 31st-st. 
128 1-2 Franklin-st. 
180 do 

10 Cherry-st. 

56 Wall-st. 

do do 

70 Columbia-st. 


Jeremiah Wintringham, 3 Stone-st. 


Timothy Kellogs, 
George Adams, 


7 Wall-st. 
162 East Broadway. 
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J. W. Smith, 

- Henry Morris, 
Emma Kemp, 
Hannah McDonald, 
M. A. McDonald, 
John W. Burges, 
Daniel B. Snedin, 
Robert Williams, 
Jonah Newton, 
George Harvey, 
Nicholas Sutphen, 
Peter A. Watson, 
Israel Bramson, 
Cornelius Pelison 
Hervey Bartlett, 
Matthew Ciderson, 
Bart. Quinby, 
Charles Campbell, 
John Price, 
Stephen Swaysland, 
James Conran, 
Edward Manker, 
J. Roberts, 

John T. Conway, 
James Kearney, 
Bernard Lewis, 
Gabriel A. Arnoux, 
M. Dyett, 

A. W. Smith, 
George Masters, 
J.A. Whitney, 

T. E. Price, 

A. L. Seger, 

T. Van Buren, 

J. Smith, 

R.S. Freeman, 
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135 Washington-st. 
do do 
181 William -st. 
1111-2 do 
do do 
24 Fulton-st. 
do do 
268 Broome-st 
52 Broadway. 
156 Allen-st. 
213 Norfolk-st. 
38 Essex-st. 
163 Prince-st. 
166 Cherry-st. 
139 Washington-st. 
173 Carmine-st. 
191 Cherry-st. 
372 Broome-st. 
370 do 
31 Watt-st. 
371 Broome-st. 
do 
15 1-2 Bowery. 
do do 
201 Division st. 
119 Bleeker st. 
154 Fulton st. 
214 Wooster st. 
56 William st. 
147 Water st. 


83 Bowery. 
do do 
do do 

do do 

do do 
do da 
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Henry Lewis, 164 Eldridge st. 
George Wallace, 22 Rivington st. 
William Watson, 81 Bowery. 
Alexander Jameson, do do. 
William Daly, do do. 
Charles R. Mulford, 94 do. 

P. J. Spiro, do do. 
Peter P. Good, 124 Wooster-st. 
Stephen Gholson, 39 Broome-st. 
Erastus Bonman, 12 Chrystie-st. 


D. 8. Wintringham, 3 Stone-st. 
William A. Hopkins, 233 Hudson-st. 


George Rogers, 268 Greenwich-st. 
William Harper, 5 Bedford-st. 
James Simpson, 21 Chatham-st. 
Joseph Simpson, 20 do 

John Simpson, do do 
William English, -- 164 Nassau-st. 
Charles Watson, 22 Greene-st. 
Sidney Wint ringham, 1385 Washington-st. 
John B. Sickles, 109 King-st. 

N. B. Graham, 38 Cedar-st. 


Henry Davenport, 166 Hudson-st. 
William Fletcher, 143 Cherry-st. 


Peter Ludlow, 68 James-st. 

James Hart, 168 Bowery. 

John Rust, do do 

Abraham Foshay, Perry-st. 

James Sheldon, 7th-st 

William Anderson, Liberty-st. 

John Darley, Broadway and Liberty-st. 
George Roberts, 202 Greenwich-st. 

A. Philips, 113 Rivington-st. 

Otis Loomer, 47 Liberty-st, and h. 222 4th-st. 
J. L. Henricks, 194. Division-st. 


J. R. D’Looise, do do 





Frederick Sembler, 
George Westfall, 
Stephen Marvin, 
Felix McLane, 
Edward Rollen, 

i. F. Channing, 
Matthew O’Neill, 
George Henderson, 
P. H. Smith, 
Lucien L. Peet, 
Theodore E. Isaacks, 
Edward Hester, 
John W. Reeves, 
D. Goles, 

Robert Meadows, 
A. H. Brush, 
Theodore Clark, 
Thomas B. Odell, 
¥F. H. Bonne, 
James M. Underhill, 
William L. Odell, 
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149 Division-st 
126 Benson-st 
Pearl-st 
Rivington-st 
Broome-st 
» Bowery 
Frankfort-st 
131 Chatham-st 


129 do do 
do do de f 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 


cor. Chatham and Pearl 
462 Pearl & 51 Foryth-st 


Valentine H.Ketcham,460 do do 


Epraim Lockwood, 


Lancaster Underhill, 


L. Haight, 


John 8. Vredenburgh, 


O. B. Gaston, 
William Neilson, 
William A. Bull, 
Joshua 8. Bull, 
George Farnham, 
Peter A. Campbell, 
William H. Wilson, 
W. H. Taylor, 
John Rudy, 


do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
456 do do 


440 +=‘ Pearl-street, 


438 do do 

do do do 
Essex-street, 
Pearl-street, 

436 do do 
Hudson do 
Washington-street, 

166 Cherry-street, 
Broome-street, 

354. = do do 
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John Robertson, 

D. Wyckoff, 

H. S. Armble,. 
George N. Slack, 

A. W. Bleecker, 

E. J. Cuthbert. 
Frederick Wessels,. 
Bartholomew Leeds, 
Phineas Carter, 
Benjamin Eccles, 

C. Cornelison, 
Matthew Higginson, 
C. G.. Edwards, 

€. W. Bolton,. 

D. A. Finch, 

Peter Simonton, 
Oliver Holbrook, 
Gerardus Hamilton, 
Charles Avery, 
Edward Stevensoen,, 
William R. Scott,. 
George Chauncey, 
Robert Young, 
Leonard Bateman,. 
George Smith, 
William: Amerman,. ° 
George Cruden, 
Henry Lewis, 
Jeremiah Prebles, 
Walter Morris, 
Frederick A. Hall, 
Wiliam G. Barber,, 
Miles F. Parkinson, 
Brush Knapp, 
Zabulon I. Quick, 
Gerard C. Quick, 
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184 Walker-street,. 


60 Bowery, 
do do 
do do 


175. Hudson-street; 
Division-street, 

do do do 

118 Henry-street, 

162>;4,do do 
Carmine-street,, 

do do do 

295 Washington-street,, 
Amity-st.. 

136 South-street, 

37 Orange-street, 
Bowery, 

21. Barrow-street,. 

517 Greenwich-street,: 

194 Rivington-street,, 
Varick-street,, 
Hudson-street, » 

do do do 

122 Grand-street, 
Washington-street, 


do do do 
Washington-street,, 
do: do 
do: do 
do: do 
do do 
do do: 
do do: 
do do 


140. Grand-street, 
154 Elm-street, 


]4% Cwendaraet, 

















Peter W. Post, 
Newel G. Morse, 
George Irving, 
Thomas Jennings, 
Joseph G. Fellows, 
William A. Gordon, 
Montgomery Pierce, 
Luke Bissett, 
A. Kinnersly, 
William Bache, 
C. P. Leeds, 
Charles Dixon, 
A. B. Gamage, 
B. Telfair, 
Cornelius Van Rants, 
James R. Dunken, 
John Millard, 
Henry Bergen, 
John Fream, Jun. 
Eli Barker, 
Henry Hart, 
Andrew Turnbull, 
C. E. Beeckman, 
H. T. Morison, 
William Halsey, 
Henry Philips, 
J.D. Dodge, 
Charles Patten, 
Jacob Lozier, 
J. B. Roe, 
John Rooney, 
John Burns, 
H. Dusenberry, 
B. L. Albright, 
George C. Lefman, 
Mathuren Barraud, 
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42 Grand-st, 
2 Nassau-street, 
do do do 
163 Rivington-street, 
4th Avenue, 
, do de 
6th Avenue, 
do do 
10th Avenue & Washington-st. 
~ do do 
do do 
173 Division-st. 
de do 
119 Henry-st. 
do do 
Forsyth-st. 
107 Canal-st. 
Chyrstie-st. 
112 Wooster-st. 


do do 
98 Canal-st. 
do do 


529 Greenwich-st. 
383 Greene-st. 
104 Canal-st. 


168 Chatham-street, 


Allen-street, 
7 Reed-street, 
29 Chamber-street, 


241 Bowery, 
117 Clinton-street, 
167 do 
do do 
do do 
Bowery, 
do 
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Edward Jameson, 
Charles Downing, 
C. F. Remy, 
Alonzo Carthew, 
John Nootan, 

B. Van Boskirck, 
Robert Ludlum, 

D. T. Gregory, 
Abraham Pritchard, 
William Johnson, 
Nathan Richards, 
Seth Williams, 
Lucius Merkle, 

P. P. H. Winterton, 
William P. Rice, 
'Fhomas Gildersleve, 
Matthew Hooper, 

. As Cameron, 
Charles Edwards, 
€: Martin, 

James Howell, 

R. Thomson, 
Perriin Burdick, 
W. P. Davis, 
William Robertson, 
Maria Bronze, 
William Kelsey, 
Jane Anderson, 
Mrs: Edwards, 
Eliza Hunter, 

Mrs. Morse, 
Charlottee Johnson, 
Maria Burnett, 
William Pringle, 
John Porter; 
Francis Laneau, 
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177 Elizabeth-street, 
285 Mott-street, 


do do 
202 Rivington-street, 
do. do 


119 Essex-street, 
Henry-street, 
79 Oliver-street, 


do do 
Division-street, 
do do 
do do 
do do 


417 Greenwich-street, 
28 Carmine-street, 
cor. Hudson and Charlton-sts. 
501 Washington-street, 
252 Hudson-street, 


do do 
343 do 
do do 
do do 
241 do 
do do 
235 do 
131 do 
do do 
229 do 
221 do 


179 Orange-street, 
219 Hudson-street, 


do do 
do do 
213 do 
213 1-2 do 


207 1-2 do 





John Smith, 

Jane Porter, 

Sarah Moore, 
William Miller, 

G. O. Brien, 

R. Jenkinson, 
Thomas M. Taggart, 
J. G. Kendrick, 
Alfred Bulkley, 

G. A. Dewitt, 
Edouard Legrand, 
T. Parsells, 

Henry Morton, 

R. Ayers, 

B. Finch, 

M. Pollard, 
Frederick Drew, 
Sylvester Pettit, 

F. Parkinson, 

B. Munson, 

L. J. Pelhamus, 
Orrin C. Randall, 
Benjamin T. West, 
T. G. Satterwaite, 
George Ferris, 
J.C. McIlwaine, 
William D. Patten, 
D. Baxter, 

A. Talmadge, 

D. Wilkinson, 

A. E. Mix, 

L. Haight, 

James Cowenhoven, 
R. Weeks, 

Michael Hodgkinson, 
J. Sullivan, 
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201 do 
do do 
101 do 
184 Canal-street, 
1 83 do 
do do 


327 Hudson-street, 
Canal-street, 
167 do 
115 Washington-street, 
113 Eldridge-street, 
385 Greenwich-street, 
Bowery, 
111 Cherry-street, 
East Broadway, 
do do 
Rivington-street, 
Bowery and Stanton st. 
_ Bleecker-street, 
89 Cherry-st. 
Monroe-st. 
Chrystie-st. 
South-st. 
do 
311 Hudson-st. 
_ Water-st. 
Division-st. 
East Broadway. 
127 Essex-st. 
Division-st. 
Hudson-st. 
Greenwich-st. 
do 
Fourth-st. 
Amos-st 
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B. Cooley, 401 Hudson-st. 
H. Lansing, : Greenwich=st+ 
William Moore, do 
D. T. Ellis, Elm-st. 
J. A. Jarvis, Bowery. 7 
B. Stebbins, Suffolk-st. 
Thomas Oliver, Madison-st. 
Benoit Renaud, Broadway. 
Thomas Constant, Duane-st. 
Thomas Graham, 551 Washington-st. 
William Little, Varick-st. 
Cornelius Duffy, Broome-st. 
Luke Kelly, Bowery. 
L. Fitzgerald, Watts-st. 
Benjamin Wheeler, Jr. do 
R. Bancroft, Sixth Avenue. 
H. Belden, do 
W. Knapp, do 
L. Hardy, Elizabeth-st. 
F. Perrot, Mulberry-st. 
A. Morrison, do 
_ James D. Ballard, do 
Thomas Seaman, 126 White-st. 
Temple Fay, 180 Franklin-st. 
Geo. G. Sickles, 22d St. 8d Avenue 
John Ritchie, 522 Greenwich-st. 
B. Walton, 177 Pearl-st. 
Israel Foote, Merchant’s Exchange 
E. Potter, do 
C. Lownds, do 
James Fraser, do 
James Hamilton, do 
B. Mayo, : do 
R. Farquhar. do 


C. F. Bloomer, do 








W. F. Clussman, 
§. H. Clussman, 
W. W. Harper, 
Murdock Quin, 

R. Blackford, 

Felix O’Connor, 
Peter Latimer, 
Norman Dixon, 
Carl Roberds, 
Richard Mather, 

H. Shannon, 
Charles Watkinson, 
James P. Letts, 
Benjamin Webbe, 
David Bellamy, 
John Stodart, 

Peter Sandford, 

J. C. McClelland. 
John Bronson; 
James McDonough, 
Samuel Riley, 

R. McCrackan, 

F. D. Vredenburgh, 
George Raynor, 
Uzziah Hedley, 
Elephalet Montague, 
George Parkinson, 
Isaac Raimheim, 
E. B. Welsh, 
William A. Morrell, 
William B. Rider, 
D. Valentine, 

E. B. Ferris, 

A. R. Morris, 
William Bishop, 
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182, Chatham-st. 
do 
do. 
do 
do 
do 
. do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
495 Greenwich-st. 
28 Varick-st. 
Carmine-st.. 
do 
Hudson-st. 
Thompson-st. 
do 
do: 
do 
da . 
Spring-st.. 
do 
do 
do: 
do 
Chapel-st-° , 
100: Canal-st. 
do 
1 Greene-st. 
165 Thompson-st.. 
do 
do 
219 do 
do, 
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P. A. Curtis, 

R. L. Gedney, 

F. R. McDonough, 
John Whigam, 
Edmund Wilkes, 
William Ross, 
William Lillie, 
Stephen Bogart; 
Arthur Lowe, 
Robert Wright, 
D. G. Taylor, 
Jacob Perkins, 
Jacob Burehart, 
John Wilson, 
John Groteeloss, 
George Sexsmith, 
James H. Chichester, 
Abm. J. Morrell, 
Elisha P. Brewster, 
Walter Welsh, 
Michael M‘Namal, 
James S. Graham, 
Thomas Rea, 
David Morrison, 
Frederick May, 
W. L. Garrits, 
Abraham Gidney 
James M‘Teague, 
Sam’l. Heidelberg, 
A. Sechet, 

John Ryan, 
William Pierson, 
Robert Young, 

D. Mandeville, 
Stephen Potter, 
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Sullivan-st. 


do 
242 Rivington-st. 
do 
Wall-st. 
137 Bowery. 
167 do 
— Bowery. 
do 
do 
137 do 
141 do 
do 
131 do 
107 do 
78 do 
do 
do 


68 Bowery & Walker-st. 
265 Washington-st. 
98 Orange-st. _ 

378 Broome-st. 
174 Chatham-st. 

164 do 
93 Chatham-st. 
96 1-2 do 
144 do 
Spring-st. 
do 
Sullivan-st. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Spring-st. 











H. Bates, 

Nicholas Johnson, 
John Boynton, 
William J. Halsey, 
J. M. Berrian, 
Christopher Mulden, 
William Cook, 
Alexander F. Standish, 
William Orr, 

Henry Learned, 
Gustavus H. Farron, 
Isaac H. Smith, 
Thomas Mullins, 

P. Keernan, 

J. Madison Pinckney, 
Matthew Kennedy, 
David J. Lawton, 
John Bronn, 

Robert Dalton, 
Thomas C. Mix, 
Thomas G. Inman, 
Peter Duvall, 

David Lucas, 
George Gray, 

W.B. Valentine, 
Parkin Fellows, 
Thomas E. Chester, 
Benjamin Otis, 
Charles Treadwell, 
William J. Hughes, 
L. B. Cassidy, 
George Thomas, 
Edward Lyle Bassett, 
Richard Franks, 
Edward Patterson, 
Joseph Hardy, 
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do 
183 Varick-st. 
do 
Greenwichrst. 
do 
F do 
do 
do 
do 
42 Canal-st. 
do 
83. Chatham-st. 
220 Washington-st. 
Bloomingdale. 
38 Oak-st. 
163 Hudson-st. 
do 
221 Greenwich-st. 
438 do 
do 
387 Washington-st. 
do 
6th Avenue. 
do 
do 
Bloomingdale. 
do 
197 Carmine-st. 
Front-st. 
Cherry-st. 
East Broadway. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Bowery. 
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Henry Harris, Mott-st. 
David Shelburg, ' YB Henry-st-. 
Samuel Bailey, Pike-st. 
Thomas W. Brown, do 
George Kinnersley, 171 Elizabeth-st. 
Stephen Lockyer, Greenwich-st- 
- George Carter, do 
David Bell, do: 
William Morse, 63 Charlton-st. 
Christopher Bartlett, do 
Andrew Stephenson, do 
Edward Fisher, Division-st. 
Orlando Teller do 

B. Humphreys, Henry-st- 
Charles Wallin, do 

David Saxton, do. 

Henry Rogers, do 

M. J. Little, 517 Greenwich-st.. 
E. Field, 564 Broadway. 
William Ditchet, 566 do 

Daniel Moore, 57 Spring-st. 


David W. Ostrander, 57 do 
Joshua A. Van Tassel, 55 do 


Geo. W. Carpenter, do 
John S. Odell, 49 do 
Tsaac Howard, 56 do 
James S. Ackerley, 46 do 
Patrick Meehan, 36 do 

A. Fernin, 26 do 
Robert H. Woolley, 184 Bowery 
C. M, Henry, 150 1-2 do 
Robert Herring, 347 Broome-st- 
Jehn Tully, 307 do 

N. B. Gerasse, 180 Chatham-st. 
T.S. Guyre, 120 do 


William Pomeroy, Eldridge-st. 








Benjamin Rowe, 
Thomas Wilson. 
David Van Pelt, 
Henry Whitney, 
David Cooper, 
George Paxton, 
H. S: Minturn, 

A. F. Pell, 

P. J, Gerard, 
William Pearsall. 
Abner Cort, 
George Healey, 
Thomas A. Carpender, 
C. T. Irving, 
James C. Boyd, 
Chester Childs, 
Daniel Bateman, 
Peter D. Wolf, 
George Daymon, 
John R. Pitts, 
Thomas Miller, 
Thomas J. Ludlum, 
Cornelius Bogert, 
Thomas M. Day, 
William H. Gruff, 
William Davids, 
James Griffin, 
Joseph Cole, 
Samuel Gardner, 
John B. Brinekirhoff, 
George Welden, 
D. Summers, 
James Wilson, 

B. Hinchman 
Aaron Lyon, 
Philo V. Beebe, 
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Hudson-st. 
do 
do 
do 
Carmine-st. 
Washington-st. 
do 
do 
" do 
319 Spring-st. 
do 
307 Hudson-st. 
do 
do 
Spring-st. 
40 Rivington-st. , 
167 Eldridge-st. 
do 
do 
Bowery. 
do 
Chrystie-st. 
East Broadway 
Bowery. 
125 Prince-st. 
129 do 
do 
138 Laurens-st. 
Laurens-st. 
do 
do 
do 
51 Elm-st. 
do 
137 Prince-st. 
143 Spring-st. 


? 


267 


136 
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W. R. Beebe, 
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Nicholas Van Heyinger, 140 Spring-st. 


William Robertson, 
Thomas Thomas, 
Robert Wilkes, 
William Marion, 
Dane Swift, 


- John McLoving, (M. D.) 
C.R.Ferguson, do 
E. W. Cleveland, do 
James Van Vatherling, 


Theodore M. Mix. 
Benjamin Prince, 
Jabez Lester, 
Anner Hemingway, 
Chas. J. Nicholson, 
Charles Barker, 

M. M. Thorne, 
George V. Ray, 
William King, 
Theodore Sweetzer, 
N. R. Tolland, 
William Leach, 
John Lummis, 

E. J. Colton, 
Ferdinand Bull, 
Cornelius Perkins, 
Joshua Farrington, 
S. B. Simmons, 
Lewis Aubery, 
Samuel J. Jones, 
Geo. W. I. Pierson, 
James Johnston, 
Zabdiel West, 
Peter McMahon, 
D. Emery, 


do 
136 do 
Hudson-st. 
° 130 Spring-st. 
137 do 
cr Spring & Worster-st. 
do 
do 
113 Spring-st. 
do 
Rivington-st. 
Eldridge-st. 
do 
Rivington-st.. 
do 
do 
Bowery 
do 
Sixth-avenue 
Rivington-st. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Oak-st. 
do 
178 do 
93 Church-st. 
do 
Barrow st. 
do 
do 
91 King-st. 
pi< do 











T. Remington, 
P. W. R. Livingston, Jr., 
L. B. Hooper, 

Geo. McDowell, 
Matthew W. King, 
John F. Wolfe, 
Jacob Hartman, 

J. Laudeasky, 

H. Camp & Co., 

F. Keeler, 

Thomas Keynorth, 
Anthony Van Colt, 
Levi Ostrander, 
Gilbert I. Budet, 
Robert Gooding, 

G. A Hamilton, 
Mark S amuel, 
Hiram Russell, 
Edward Thompson, 
John Imbery, 
William James, 
Upham & Miner, 
John Ball, 

William Stevens, 
George Heyliger, 
Daniel Embree, 

P. Schaeffer, 
William R. Bradish, 
Robert Shepherd, 
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Christopher-st.. 
do 

12th-street 
Hudson-st. 
528 Broome-st. 
122 Washington-st. 

cr Bayard & Chyrstie-st. 

cr Mulberry & Bayard-st. 

89 Division-st. 


102 do 
100 do 
68 do 
do 

46 do 
do 

Catherine-st. 
do 


123 Clinton-st. 
200 Chatham-sqr. 
do 
29 Sixth-avenue 
227 Bleecker-st- 
221 do 
do 
do 
do 
Carmine-st. 
do 


277 Spring-st. 


Robert S. Gardiner, 281 do 
S. Schuyler, 287 ~= do 
J. Pierce, do 
John B. Walton, 289 do 
J. A. Hanna, 291 do 
R. J. Bradford, do 
G. H. Burnet, 297 do 
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A. Jarman, 
William Edwards} 
James C. Hallock 
John C. Covel, 

A. C. Hallock, 
Archibald Cowan, 
J. Van Voorhis, 
Samuel Tomkins, 
James Coddington, 
E. H. Cooper, 

G. C. Hinman, 
Charles Cooper, 
George W. Myer, 
John H. Richards, 
Asa. B. Ayres, 
James Wiggins, 
W.S. Thomson, 
Thomas Stone, 
William Esty, 
Robert Pattison, 
James Hunter, 
Joseph Wate, 
Vincent Bills, 
Wm. Moore, 

John Lettle, 
Jarvis Fine, 
James W. Robertson, 
Benjamin Thomson, 
George McGregor, 
William Stratton, 
E. B. Fitzgerald, 
Alexander Harris, 
Henry Arnold, 

D. H. Hubbard, 
Hervey M’Leod, 
Hugh Lyle, 


297 
301 
296 
155 
176 
512 
501 
493 
491 
485 
485 


234 
230 
226 
224 
222 
432 
445 
421 
409 
407 
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Spring-st. 
do 
do 
‘do 
do 
Greenwich-st 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Canal-st. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Greenwich-st. 
do . 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Hudson-st. 
do 
do 
Broadway. 
Thompson-st. 
Wall-st. 
Dry Dock. 
do 
Bleeker-st. 
Hudson-st. 
do 
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P. Brower, 

R. Ellingword, 

Jos. S. Smith, 

William M’Murry, 

Robert Steele, 

Phineas Dalton, 

Calvin Worrall, 

Thomas Kelsey, 

George W. Pettinan, Jun. 

Samuel Cary, 

George B. Dean, 

A. B. Labagh, 

J. A. Deming, 

H. T. Farren, 

R. Wilson, Jun. 

Robert Weed, 

G. J. Robinson, 

Henry Duvall, 

Elbert Cadle, 

D. Latourette, 

Barnet Pasmore, 

James Bradlee, 

R. Knowlton, 

Francis Gilbert, 

T. F. Thaxtim, 

M. Wiegand, 

B. Huggins, 

David Vallance, 

Benjamin J. Crapo, 

Jeremiah Parkinson, 

E. Flavean, 

T. O. Goodsell, 

B. Lounsberry, 

James AcArthur, 

Simon Icard Angell, 
Bre. Delguiot, 


Hudson-st. 
do 
do 

Varick-st. 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
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A. Waterhouse, 
Christopher Tudor, 

' George Matthewson, 
Arthur Kinsinan, 
Frederick Barber, 
John Twining, 
William Eastbourn, 
Cornelius I, Shapter, 
B. Ludwig, 

M. I. Bailey, (M. D.) 
William L. Rushton, 
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Varick-st. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Green-st. 
William-st. Broadway, and 
Sullivan-street 














APPENDIX TO DOCUMENT NO. 9. 


. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JULY 15, 1835. 


REsoLuTIon PRESENTED BY Mr. Curtis. Adopted. 


Wan. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


ee 


Resolved, that the Clerk of this Board, procure from the 
Board of Aldermen, a copy of the Remonstrance of sundry 
citizens against the extension of the Harlam Rail Road to 
Chatham Square, and also a copy of the Report of the Street 
Committee of the late Board of Aldermen upon that Re- 
monstrance, and cause the said Remonstrance and Report 
to be printed with the petition on that subject, presented to 
this Board at the last meeting. 





To tHe Common CouNnciIL 
oF THE Crty or New-York: 
The Remonstrance of the undersigned owners of Property in the 
Bowery, and others, respectfully represent— 


Twat your Remonstrants have learnt that a petition has 
been presented to your honourable body, praying for permis- 
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sion to extend the Harlem Rail Road from Prince-street 
down the Bowery to Chatham-Square. 

That the application to the Legislature of this State to in- 
corporate the ‘“‘ New-York and Harlem Rail Road Com- 
pany,” was first made in the winter of 1831, and very many 
of our citizens doubted whether it could ever result in a per- 
manent and useful public improvement. The original appli- 
cation was for the liberty of making a Rail-Road from the 
lower part of the city to the village of Harlem. The Le- 
gislature passed an act incorporating the Company, but 
limited the right to construct the road “ from any point on 
the north bounds of Twenty-third street, to any point on the 
Harlem River ;” and by the tenth section of the act, it was 
provided that the Company shall “in case of their locating 
the route of said Rail-Road in or along any public street or 
avenue now laid out on a map or plan of the city of New 
York, leave sufficient space in the said street or avenue on 
each side of said Rail-Road for a public highway for car- 
riages, and for a side-walk for foot passengers.” 

That these restrictions were imposed by the terms of said 
act at the solicitations of numbers of our most intelligent and 
respectable citizens, is too well recollected to admit of 
doubt. 6 

And your Remonstrants further represent, that upon the 
application of said Company, the said act of incorporation 
was enlarged in 1832, and the power was given, “ with the 
permission of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the 
city of New-York, to extend their Rail-Road along the 
Fourth Avenue to Fourteenth-street, and through such other 
streets in the said city as the Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
monalty of the said city may from time to time permit.” 

By this provision, your Remonstrants understand that the 
southern boundary of the road should be, not T'wenty-third, 
but Fourteenth-street, and that the right extended to the 
Company, was to construct the road.‘ along the Fourth 
Avenue, or such other street in said city as the Common 
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Council should permit,” from Twenty-third to Fourteenth- 
street, and no further down the city than the street last men- 
tioned ; and such would be the construction of the enacting 
clause of this act, in connexion with the originul one, but for 
the provisions of the third section of the amended act, which 
seems to have been inserted with more ingenuity than frank- 
ness, as it evidently conflicts with the first and enacting 
clause of that act. 

That the extension of the road to Prince-street, your re- 
monstrants believe, has been made under the supposed au- 
thority contained in that third section, which is as follows: 

« After obtaining the consent of the said Mayor, Alder- 
men, and Commonalty, the said Company shall not construct 
any Railway in any street of the city of New-York below 
Prince-street, until they have completed four miles of the 
road above said street.” 

That whether four miles of the road above Prince-street 
has been completed or not, your remonstrants cannot with 
certainty state, but your remonstrants submit whether, under 
a fair and legal construction of the two acts, there is any 
authority, even with the consent of the Common Council, for 
the construction of the road below Fourteenth-street ; but if 
there should be that authority, your remonstrants+further 
represent, that it evidently appears from the provisions of 
both the acts referred to, that it was the intention of the Le- 
gislature not to confer any powers upon the Rail-Road Com- 
pany that might interfere with the quiet and peaceful enjoy- 
ment by individuals of their property ; and in delegating to 
the Common Council the power to alter the route of the 
road, a trust was imposed which is to be exeeuted by your 
honourable body with the same precaution that manifests 
itself through all the provisions of the Legislative grant, and 
which your Remonstrants most respectfully request may not 
now be departed from; and especially so, when the rights 
of the many may be put in jeopardy to serve the interests of 








| 
| 





Doc. No. 9.] 100 


the very few who may happen to be concerned in the mo. 
poly conferred by this act of incorporation. 

And your Remonstrants further represent, that at the time 
the Common Council gave permission to extend the said road 
to Prince-street, it was understood that the said Company 
would be satisfied with the extension, and that no further one 
would be asked, or some of your Remonstrants would have 
on that occasion interposed their objections to the extension 
thus far ; and although the petition for a further extension does 
not purport to come from said Company, but from the citi- 
zens residing in the vicinity of the contemplated extension, 
yet your Remonstrants believe that in point of fact the said 
petition emanates from the Stockholders of said Company. 

And your Remonstrants further represent, that in their 
judgment the contemplated extension of the road to Chatham~- 
Square would conflict with that part of the provision of the 
tenth section of the act heretofore referred to, for the reason 
that there is not sufficient room in the Bowery to lay down 
rails to be used as a road, and leave “ sufficient space on 
each side of said Rail-Road for a public highway for carriages, 
and for a side-walk for foot passegers,” without materially 
incommoding the business operations of individuals, and 
thereby greatly reducing the value of property on the line of 
the street: 

The number of public carriages are daily increasing, and 
no extension of the Rail-Road short of Wall-street, or its near 
vicinity, would, in the opinion of your Remonstrants, be cal- 
culated to diminish them, and the entire space, therefore, of 
the Bowery, is required for the accommodation of the public 
carriages that run to the lower part of the city for the accom - 
modation of men of business, without reference to the private 
carriages used by individuals residing on the Island out of the 
line of the Rail-Road ; and in that point of view the question 
of the extension is not only important to those living and 


‘owning property on the line of the road, but to all who are 


interested in the business operations of the city, and the per- 
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manent improvement of our streets best calculated from their 
situation for the convenient transaction of business; and 
your Remonstrants cannot entertain a doubt that the Rail- 
Road, as contemplated, would seriously retard the improve- 
ment of the city on the line of the road. 

Your Remonstrants therefore pray that the application 
for the extension of the said Rail Road to Chatham-Square 








may be denied. 
Francis F. Hill. 


David Stivens & Co. 


J. C. Cauldwell. 
A. Woolsay. 

John G. Tebbets. 
Wm. E. Marshall. 
Willlam Freeland. 
Gabriel Coit. 

Wm. Dyke. 

John Perry Gibson. 
Andrew Gibson, Jr. 
WmaKing. 

M. W. Morgan. 

M. D. Greene. 
Anson P. House. 
Warren Walsworth. 
William Tonkin. 
John H. Woodgale. 


George W. Pell. 
Emerson G. Covel. 
Samuel Betts. 
Charles Royael. 
E. H. Hill. 
Harman H. Royael. 
Thomas W. Powley. 
Henry W. Brown. 
Peter Kenyon. 
Edward Malaly. 
D. McLeod. 
R. M. Brantingham. 
J. Smith Dodge. 
Sam. Stilwell. 
Nicholas Cort. 
Adam Stanley. 
Benedict Burwell. 
Jay Jaroit. 





BOARD OF ALDERMEN. 


JANUARY 5, 1835. 


Report of the Street Committee on the petition to continue 
the Rails belonging to the Harlem Rail Road Company, 
down the Bowery to Chatham square. 


Adopted. 
J. MORTON, Clerk. 


The Committee on Streets to whom was referred the peti- 
tions of a very large number of citizens, in favor of extending 
the Harlem Rail Road to Chatham square ; and also the ~ 
remonstrances of a great number of persons, against the 
measure, have had the same under consideration, and 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That for the purpose of arriving at a satisfactory conclusion, 
they have by their Chairman made personal examination of 
that portion of the Bowery, over which it is proposed to ex- 
tend the road, and of the road itself, as it already occupies a 
part of the street above, and also of the surface of Chatham 
street, and of Chatham square where it is proposed the road 
should terminate. 








q 1080. “<F “TDociNowe% 


en 'Bhey find that. the Bowery front Grand-street. to Chatham 
| square, is of an uneaven surface;,diminishing from: about-ohe 
hundred and: ten feet.at. Prince-street, until at its. entrance 
into’ Chatham-square; it-is.reduced to. about’ half that width, 
being about sixty-five feet wide, and. through» which.narrew 
defile;an innumerable multitude are constantly collecting 
_andopassing to:and: from the many streets;,above-and: below, 
rendering) it at certain. times of the day; almost hazardous-to 
traverse it. © This portion of the street has, by! a, eustomtof 
aiicient date, been allotted:to farmers: from different parts-of 
the country, for the purpose of exposing axticles of provisions 
ef various kinds for sale—and also stagesthat run: but.a 
short distance into:the adjoining counties: make it their-stopr 
ping place, thus causing-a great concourse of, horses,, Gar 
riages and. persons;and «beingeiny tue estimation of many, 
prodtitive of advantage to-that section of the city. vies ni 
od These objectionschave beenrurgedowith: some, force,wpon 
your committee; against. allowing the rails)to, be laid through 
this narrow: partiof the: street: 5 witecinand nolbsinand 
o The most prominent howeven, which presents itselfto your 
committee, is the extreme harrowness: of aipart of,Chatham 
square,, and the determination 6f tesCommon Council, (as 
expressed, by a-veeent. vote). not.te\widen that important 
thoroughfare. get seta — 
In making the examinations which the reference of this 
- subject has rendered proper, they have taken some pains to 
inquire into the general tendency of the population and the 
concentration of streets, at particular points. It will be per- 
ceived by adverting to the map of the city, that the whole po- 


_ pulation of the tenth, eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth wards, | 


when passing to and from the lower sections of the city, are 
compelled to a great extent, to pass through Chatham-street, 
and that instead of adding to the present throng, in that nar- 
row pass, it becomes the duty of the public authorities to 
devise some means by which to relieve it, since in a few 


Bee'Ne Oy 


years it must prove insufficient to accommodate the citizens 
of the above mentioned wards. 

In reporting these views of this subject, your Committee. 
desire to be distinctly understood, as not intending to detract 
from the merits ofthe Rail Road in question, nor from that 
mode of conveyance, and they are well satisfied that this 
enterprising company whilst disbursing large sums of money 
among our mechanics and laborers, have, at the same time, 
added greatly to the value of the property on this Island, and 
equally so of the great domain, consisting of about six thous : 
sand lots, which are the property of the city of New York— 
still, at the same time they are convinced, a due regard to 
the public convenience, will render it expedient to report 
against the prayer of the petitioners, and in presenting the 
following resolution, they desire to be understood as found- 
ing their objections solely on the reasons assigned by them. 

Resolved, That in consequence of the narrowness of the 
‘Bowery at its junction with Chatham square, and the great | 
population constantly passing through Chatham-street, that 
it is not expedient to continue the Rail Road from Prince- 
atreet down the Bowery to Chatham square. 





FRANCIS FICKETT ; 
u Committee 
GIDEON OSTRANDER, t on: Geraeté. 


EDWARD TAYLOR, 




















DOCUMENT NO. 10. 


BOARD OF | 
ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


JULY 15, 1835. 





Resolutions reported by the Committee on Charity and 
Alms House, in Document No. 4, as amended and adopted 
this day, by the Board of Assistants. 

Wa. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


Resolved; (ifthe Board of Aldermen concur) that Randall’s 
Island be hereby appropriated for the Alms House Es- 
tablishment. 

Resolved, (if the Board of Aldermen concur) that the Com- 
mittee on Charity and Alms House procure suitable plans 
for a new Alms House, to be erected on Randali’s Island, 
and that five hundred dollars be and the same is hereby ap- 
propriated to pay the expense thereof, and that the Commit- 
tee submit the plans, specifications and details which they 
may adopt, to the Common Council, for their consideration 
and further instruction. 

Resolved, (if the Board of Aldermen concur) that the Street 
Commissioner cause a survey and map of Randall’s Island 
to be made. 

Resolved, (if the Board of Aldermen concur) that the pre- 
sent establishment on Long Island Farms be removed to 
Randall’s Island when the necessary buildings shall be 
erected thereon for that purpose. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 11. 


BOARD OF 7 
ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


JULY 18, 1835. 


Report of the Committee on Roads and Canals, on Peti- 
tion of Benjamin L. Benson, to abandon part of the old road 
From Harlem Heights to Rosevelt’s Lane. Adopted 

Wn. Haeavorn, Clerk. 





The Committee on Roads and Canals, to whom was referred the 
Petition of Benjamin L. Benson, praying for an abandonment 
of the old middle road between where it intersects the Fifth 
Avenue at Harlem Heights, and the Lane leading to Rose- 


velt’s, 
REPORT : 


Tuar in the year 1825, Benjamin L. Benson proposed to 
cede to the Corporation of the city of New-York, all the streets 
and avenues running through a tract of land formerly belong- 
ing to Peter Benson, deceased, which cession the Corpora- 
tion accepted, and thereupon passed a resolution in the fol- 
lowing words, viz: 
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Resolved, That this Board will accept a cession of the 
streets and avenues running through the above-mentioned 
tract, excepting the trees and improvements thereon, and the 
house on 109th street, and that upon the due execution of a 
_ deed of the premises, approved by the counsel of the Board, 
this Common Council will, by resolution, abandon the part 
of the road above described, running through said tract, to 
the proprietors thereof, as being no longer required for a 
public road; and thereupon the proprietors thereof, have 
the permission of this Board, to take possession of that part 
of the said road owned by them as soon as they shall have 
actually laid open the Fourth avenue running through said 
tract, and make the same passable as a country road.” 

The Committee further report, that from an examination 
of the deed, they find that Benjamin L. Benson accordingly 
executed a deed of cession of the said streets and avenues, 
aie delivered the same to the Comptroller. 

“Your Committee are of opinion that the contract on the 
part of Benjamin L. Benson has been complied with, as to 
ceding the streets and avenues, and that the Common Coun- 
cil are bound to abandon that portion of the road which runs 
through the said tract. 

The Committee further report, that the said road is wholly 
useless to the public as a highway, and has not been used 
as such for several years. 

The Committee have not referred to the residue of the 
road which the said Benjamin L. Benson has asked for, inas- 
much as they intend making it the subject of another re- 
port, and they es ies adoption of the felons Re- 
solution : 

_ Resolved, if the Board of Aldermen concur, That that por- 
tion of the old or middle road, lying in the tract formerly be- 
longing to Peter Benson, now known as the third avenue 
tract, between the lane leading to Rosevelt’s and 109th 
street, be abandoned as a public road; that the same may 
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revert to the original proprietors, or their legal represen- 
tatives. 
Respectfully submitted 
D. P. INGRAHAM, a 


ALEXANDER STEWART, > on Roads 
JOHN V. GREENFIELD, and Canals. 





BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN. 
June 1, 1835. 





Petition of Benjamin L. Benson relative to a part of the 
Post-road. Referred to Committee on Roads and Canals. 


Wma. Hacavorn, Clerk. 





To THE Common CouNcIL 
or tHe Crry or New-Yor«: 


Your Petitioner, Benjamin L. Benson, of the said City, re- 
spectfully states that in the year 1825, in pursuance of a 
resolution of the Common Council of the city of New-York, 
he executed a deed of cession of certain streets and avenues 
between 115th and 108th streets, and between the fourth and 
seventh avenues ; and that the said Common Council by a re- 
solution adopted by them, agreed to abandon the old road 
to the proprietors, on the execution of such deed. 

Your Petitioner prays, That the Common Council will 
pass such resolution, abandoning the old road in compliance 
with the said resolution. 

_ And your Petitioner will ever pray, 
BENJAMIN L. BENSON. 
New-York, May 29th, 1835. s 


ADDITIONAL 


Report of the Committee on Roads and Canals on the petition 
of Benjamin L. Benson, to abandon part of the old or middle 


road. Adopted. 
Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Committee on Roads and Canals to whom was refer- 
ed the petition of Benjamin L. Benson, praying for an aban- 
donment of the old middle road from Harlem Heights to 
Roosevelt’s lane, in addition to a report made by them as to 
a portion of the same, 


FURTHER REPORT, 


That on examining the minutes of the Common Council, 
they find that in the year 1799, this road from Harlem 
Heights to about 120th-street, was taken by a course of law 
for a public road, that the value of the land taken, was 
awarded by a jury under the actof 1787, to the several own- 
ers as follows, viz :— 


To John P. Waldron, $75,00 
Joseph Mott, 1100,00 
Peter Benson, 100,00 
Sampson Benson, 125,00 
Lawrence Benson, 100,00 
Trustees of Harlem Common 1,00 


That warrants were ordered for the said sums on the 14th 
August, 1799. 

That on the 29th August, 1799, J. P. Waldron, J. Mott 
and L. Benson, and on the 14th May, 1800, Sampson Ben- 
son received the amounts respectively awarded to them. 
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Some difference of opinion exists, whether the fee of the 
land thus taken for a road by these proceedings, passed to 
_ the Common Council, or whether they merely obtained a 
right of way into the same leaving the fee in the owner of 
the lots or land adjoining the same. : : 

This subject is. daily becoming one of more importance 
to.the City as the City increases. The opening of streets 
and avenues will render the roads on the upper part of the 
island no longer necessary for public highways, and it is de- 
sireable to carry out the plan of the City, and to preserve its 
regularity, that these roads generally should be closed. 

If the fee of the land over which the roads pass, is in the 
Common Council ; justice to their consitiuents requires that 
they should be sold as they are closed up, and the proceeds 
paid into the City Treasury; while on the other hand, if the 
fee is in the owners of the adjoining lands, and the right of 
the public to the same ends when the road ceases to be 
used for a public highway, it is right and proper that the 
Common Council should not by any improper claim or title 
thereto, embarrass the true owners in the disposition of the 
same after it shall be no longer necessary for public pur- 
poses. 

Your Committee do not intend, at this time, to express 
any opinion on this question, believing it to be of much im- 
portance, and that the decision of the question involves the 
right to a considerable amount of property, and they there- 
fore recommend, that the opinion of the Counsel of the Cor- 
poration be taken thereon, and submit ‘the following Reso- 
lution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals, be 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition of 
Benjamin L. Benson, for an abandonment of a portion of 
the old road from Harlem Heights, and that the same be 

-referred to the Counsel of the Corporation with directions 
to Report, whether in his opinion the fee of the Roads taken 
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under the different statutes of the State of New-York, for 
that purpose by the Common Council, rests in the public, 
and whether the Common Council have any right to the 
same, after they have ceased to use such Roads for public 


highways. - 
D. P. INGRAHAM, Committee 
ALEXANDER STEWART, bon Roads 
JOHN V. GREENFIELD, and Canals. 
































DOCUMENT No. 12. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 
Jury 15, 1835, 


An Ordinance &c. with amendments pledging certain revenues 
to the Sinking Fund of the Water Stock, §c. Laid on the table 
and orderedto be printed. 


W. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


AN ORDINANCE, 


%O0 PROVIDE FOR THE IMMEDIATE REDEMPTION OF ‘“‘ THE 
New-Yors Ciry Srock,’? AND FOR THE CREATION OF A 
FUND FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE INTEREST AND THE 
FINAL REDEMPTION OF THE PRINCIPAL OF “ THE WATER 
Srock of tHE City or New-York.” 


The Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of New- 
York, in Common Council convened, do ordain as follows : 


Section 1. The Comptroller shall issue to the Commis- 
sioners of the Sinking Fund, when required by them, certi- 
ficates of five per cent Water Stock, equal in amount to so 
much of the $410,800 of the New-York City Stock as may 
remain unredeemed, and payable on the same day that the 
New-York City Stock is payable, which amount shall con- 
stitute a part of the sum authorized to be borrowed by an 
Ordinance, approved May 7th, 1839. 


a 
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§2. The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund are au- 
thorized to exchange Water Stock, so issued, for equal 
amounts of City Stock. : 


§ 3. In the event that the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund shall not be able to effect the exchanges contemplated 
by the second section of this Ordinance or to purchase City 
Stock outstanding, they shall hold in trust, for the benefit of 
the owners of the City Stock, an amount of Water Stock, 
equal to the unredeemed portion of the City Stock, and the 
interest received on the Water Stock so held by the com- 
missioners shall be applied to the payment of the interest 
which may become due on the unredeemed City Stock. 

5 ~. : = 

§4. The Comptroller shall*charge the Sinking Fund 
with the Water Stock which may be issued for the redemp- 
tion of the City Stock. ; 


~§ 5. After the Sinking Fund shall have paid into the 
acqueduct account, the whole sum charged. against it for 
Water Stock, the Revenues heretofore appropriated to ‘the 
said fund shall be transferred to the Sinking Fund of the 
Water Stock—and they are hereby pledged and appropria- 
ted in conformity with the acts of the Legislature, dated 
June 8th, 1812; and May 2d, 1834, together with the net 
revenues to be received for Water, for the payment of the 
interest and the final redemption of the principal of <n 
Werat Stock of the City of New-York. 
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§ 6. The Comptroller shall open a new account to be 
called the Sinking Fund of the Water Stock of the City 
of New-York.” . 


§ 7. ° The premiums which may be received on sales of 
the Water Stock shall be paid into the said Fund, and ap- 
propriated to the payment of the interest which may be- 
come due on Water Stock. 


§ 8, From and after the 1st of January, 1836, the reve- 
aues accruing from Docks and Slips shall be transferred to 
the Sinking Fund of the Water Stock. 


§ 9. Whenever any City or Water Stock shall be re-_ 
deemed, the same shall be entered in the Stock account, 
and the certificates thereof shall be cancelled. 38 


§ 10. The Comptroller shall keep a Book of Minutes of 
the resolutions of the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, 
and of all the proceedings in regard to Water Loans or 
Water Stock, and shall enter at large in said Book the terms 
' of every Loan to be taken, and the offerings made in conse- 
quence of, or in conformity with such terms. 


Amendments, proposed by Mr. Ingraham. 


§ 6. To be altered to § 5. 
Strike out the 5th, 7th, and 8th sections, and insert the 
following:— 
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§ 6.- The reyenues heretofore pledged and appropriated 
to to the Sinking Fund shall be, and hereby are pledged and 
appropriated to the Sinking Fund of the Water Stock until 
the whole sum charged for Water Stock, issued to the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund in pursuance of the 
first ‘section of this Ordinance together with the interest 
thereon, shall be paid and no longer. The premiums on the 
Water Stock, and all the revenues to be received for Water, 
procured by the said work, are hereby pledged and appro- 
priated for the payment of the interest, and the final redemp- 
tion of the principal ef the Water Stock of the City, of New- 
Yetecisten: 1GTI98 eouL 











DOCUMENT No. 13. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT. ALDERMEN, 


Juny 22, 1835, 





Report in part, of the Committee on Police, Watch, and Pri- - 
sons, on the Resolution concerning omnibuses. 
Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


W. Hacavorn, Clerk. 


ed 


_ Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on Police, 
Watch and Prisons to consider and Report what alterations, 
additions or amendments are expedient in the laws and ordi- 
nances relating to the Proprietors,. Drivers, Movements, Sta- 


tions, Names and Numbers of Omnibuses, and the Direction 
and Superintendance thereof. 





The Committee on Police, Watch and Pasoki to whith 
-was referred the annexed Resolution, 


_ RESPECTFULLY REPORT IN PART :— 


That they have duly considered the same, and consulted 
with the Superintendant of Omnibuses on the subject_em- 
qraced therein, and have also heard the statements and views 
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of the Assistant Aldermen of the first ward, who offered the 
said resolution, who resides near Wall-stréet, and who has - 
given much time and attention to the matter. 

The Committee are decidedly of opinion that great and un- 
necessary evils exist at the junction of Wall-street and 
Broadway, from the misconduct of the drivers and unrea~ 
sonable negligence of the owners of Omnibuses, and the 
committee are of opinion that proprietors of Stage Coaches 
and Omnibuses should pay more attention to the subject, by 
frequent visits and watchfulness in the neighbourhood of 
Wall-street. The entrance to Wall-street from Broadway is 
a very important and constant thoroughfare, and ought to be 
watched with great care, and very particularly regulated by 
the Common Council. At its junction with Broadway, Wall 
street, including the side walks, is 50 feet wide and the car- 
riage way, excluding of course the side walks, is 26 feet wide. 
During a very considerable portion of every day except 
Sunday, great numbers of persons arriving from the West 
and South and from Staten Island, as well as our own 
citizens go up ‘Broadway, not only on foot but in Hacks 
and other conveyances from below Wall-street, and at the 
same time, great numbers of people come down Broadway- 
desirous of going down Wall-street or visiting the Battery or 
leaving the city by some vessel departing from the neigh- 
‘bourhood of the Battery, and atthe same time the Omnibusses 
are hastening in quick succession to go up Wall-st. into Broad- 
way, and down Broadway into Wall-st. consequently, a tri- 
fling or momentary obstruction at either corner of Wall-street 
and Broadway, is sure to produce a. crowd by interruption, 
and itis not unfrequent that quarrelling, noise, and damage 
ensue, and lives are sometimes actually put in jeopardy. 

Upon a full view of the matter, the Committee would re- 
commend the appointment of a person to act as an Assistant 

: matpecion of Stage Coaches or Omnibuses, with such com- 
ensation as may be deemed expedient and necessary; and 
th at it should be 23 general duty of such Assistant, to re- 
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main at and shot the junction of Wall-street ih Broad: x 
way, during such hoars of each day, except Sunday, as» the 
omnibuses continue to run. While the Committee would 
desire to be cautious in the creation of any new expence for 
the city—they are clearly of opinion, that there exists a pos* 
itive necessity for the one now proposed. The safety atid 
convenience of our citizens and of strangers require it. And 
as the Committee do believe, that the proper officer above 
named, stationed as indicated, would easily be efficient in 
aiding to enforce the laws and ordinances of this city rela- 
tive to Stage Coaches or Omnibuses, they recommend the 
enactment of the ordinance hereto annexed. 

L. P. JORDAN, 

JOHN CLEAVELAND, 

R. R. WARD. 





AN ORDINANCE 


In ADDITION TO THE LAWS AND ORDINANCES CONCERNING 
ACCOMMODATION STAGES AND STAGE COACHES. 


The Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of New. 


York in Common Council convened, do ordain as follows :-— 


1, A suitable person shall be appointed by the Common 
Council, to be known as and called ‘the Assistant Superin- 
tendant of Stage Coaches,” who shall be paid. for his. sei 
vices the sum of ® , 

2. It shall be the duty of the said Assistant Superinten- 
dant of Stage Coaches, to be and remain at and about the 
junction of Wall-street and Broadway, during all such hours 
in each day, except Sunday, as the Stage Coaches or Omni- 
buses shall continue to run, and to see that all the laws and 
ordinances of the City, concerning stage coaches or omni- 
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buses, so far as they may be applicable—be there strict- 
ly observed and obeyed by all persons. 

3. In case of sickness or unavoidable absence from the city 
of the ‘ Superintendant of Stage Coaches,” the said Assis- 
tant Superintendant may, and. shall have, during such sick- 
ness or absence, all the power, and perform all the duties of 
the said Superintendant. 

4, The said Assistant Superintendant shall, wherever he 
shall be stationed or acting in pursuance of this Law, be 
subject to the same rules, orders, and regulations, and have 
the same authority as the said Superintendant, and which 

ate not inconsistent with any duty or power of the said Su- 
perintendant. 

5. Hereafter no Accommodation Stage, or Stage Coach, 
shall, after having started on its route from Wall-street, or 
from the corner of Nassau-street. and Pine-street, stop to 
take in any passenger or passengers, until it shall have pro- 
ceeded into Broadway, and continued northerly close to the 
walk, on the East side of Broadway, beyond the entrance of 
Wall-street, or the entrance of Pine-street, as the case may 
be, under the penalty of Five Dollars for every offence, to be 
recovered from the owner or driver, severally and respec- 
tively, and no Stage Coach or Omnibus shall, when it comes 
down Broadway, stop on the corner of Wall-street and 
Broadway, or corner of Pine-street and Broadway, or so as 
in any manner whatever, to obstruct either of those streets 
where they join Broadway, under the penalty of Five Dollars 
for every offence, to be recovéred from the owner or driv- 
er, severally and respectively. 
© 6. Such ordinances or parts of ordinances as.are inconsis- 
‘tant with the foregoing provisions are hereby repealed. 














DOCUMENT No. 14, 


BOARD OF 


_ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


Jury 22, 1835, 





_ Report of the Joint Special Committee on Blackwell’s Island 

_ and the Long Island Farms, on the Communication from 
the Commissioners of the Alms House; relating to the 
Lunatic Asylum. 


Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 
Wm. Hacavorn,,. Clerk. 


To the Hon. the Board of Assistant Aldermen of the City of 
New-York. 
GENTLEMEN, 
The Board of Commissioners of the Alms 
House and Bridewell, to whom is entrusted the erection of 
the Lunatic Asylum, on Blackwell’s Island, beg leave to 
communicate to your honourable body, that on mature re- 
flection, they are convinced that the location of the building 
now erécted is not a good one, and that the expense of its 
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completion would amount to a sum greater than they would 
feel warranted in expending without further advice from your 
Board. In consequence they have caused the works to be 
stopped, and respectfully request further direction on the 
subject from your Honourable Body. 
I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, with great respect, - 
Your obedient servant, 


_-y Chairman of the 
JOHN TARGEE, Board of 


Commissioners. 


New-York, Jime 29th, 1835. 


The Joint Special Committee on Blackwell’s Island, and 
the Long Island Farms, to whom was referred the preced- 
ing communication from the Board of Commissioners of the 
Alms House, dated June 29th, 1835, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That the Commissioners state, that the erection of a 
Lunatic Asylum, on Blackwell’s Island, is entrusted to them; 
that on mature reflection they are convinced that the location 
of the Building now erecting is not a good one, and that the 
expense of its completion would amount to a sum greater 
than they would feel warranted in expending without further 
advice from the Board, and that in consequence they have 
caused the works to be stopped, and request further di- 
rection on the subject from this Board. 

The Joint Special Committee have more than once visited 
Blackwell’s Island, and very particularly examined said Is- 
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jand, and especially the location directed by the last Com- 
mon Council for said Lunatic Asylum, and having a wish to 
be informed under what Ordinances of the Common Coun- 
cil the said Commissioners of the Alms House, supposed 
themselves empowered or justified in stopping the progress 
of a building which they were by the Common Council en- 
trusted to erect, a respectful note was addressed to them on 
the 8th July 1835, asking for such information, and on the 
10th of July, the said Commissioners were pleased to reply, 
that as conservators of the public property placed under 
their control, they considered it their duty to make a com- 
munication to the Board of Assistant Aldermen, in rela- 
tion to the Lunatic Asylum, commenced on Blackwell's 
Island, and entrusted to their supervision. 

The History of this building is as follows:—on the 24th of 
June, 1833, the Commissioners of the Alms House sent a 
communication to the Common Council suggesting the pro- 
priety of removing the Lunatic Asylum to Blackwell’s 
Island, which was read and referred toa Special Committee 
on Blackwell’s Island. 

On the 30th of Sept, 1833, that Committee reported, re- 
commending an appropriation of $150 to procure plans, &c- 

On the 17th of Feb. 1834, the Special Joint Committee on 
Blackwell’s Island, and Long Island Farms, consisting 
of Messrs. Dunshee, Palmer, Robertson, Allen, Labagh and 
Jacobus, made a report to the Board of Aldermen (Doc. No. 
93), recommending a plan which they had adopted, and that 
$10,000 be appropriated to carry this plan into effect, which 
was agreed to on the 2nd April, 1834, with an amendment 
reducing the appropriation to $3,000, and then both plan 
and amount were agreed to by both Boards, and the building 
located on the upper end of Blackwell’s Island, and a few 
days thereafter devoted to removing some of the earth. 

In May, 1834, the two new Boards of the Common Coun- 
cil organized the said Joint Special Committee, by the ap- 
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pointment of Messrs. Labagh, Tucker, Cornell, Smith, 
Purdy and Johnson, and on the 5th Jan. 1835, the said Com- 
mittee reported to the Board of Assistant Aldermen, that 
part of a report from the Commissioners of the Alms House, 
had been referred to them on the 6th Oct. preceding, rela- 
ting to the modification of the plan of a building about being 
erected on Blackwell’s Island, for a Lunatic Asylum, That 
the resolution of the Board of Aldermen, required them to 
revise the acts of their predecessors, that they had been put 
in possession of matters in relation to Lunatic Asylums, 
which were not within the reach of their predecessors, 
and were not considered by them, that nothing had been 
done towards the erection of the buildings beyond the 
preparation of a drawing of one floor and of the elevation 
of the building, neither of which would be of any use as 
working drawings. That they had several objections to the 
plan of their predecessors when applied to the designed lo- 
cation of one to be built for the City of New-York, and they. 
selected another plan, submitted it to the examination and 
opinion of the Commissioners of the Alms House, and they 
united with the said Joint Special Committee in recom- 
mending its approval and adoption by the Common Council. 
Whereupon it was finally resolved by both Boards, and ap- 
proved by the Mayor, that the general plan of an edifice for 
a Lunatic Asylum, be erected on Blackwell’s Island, de- 
seribed in the before mentioned report, and accompanying 
drawings. 

That a building upon said general plans, with such par- 
ticular exterior and interior details, arrangements and cen- 
veniences, as are expedient, or are required for the comfort, 
and treatment of insane patients, be erected in the place, 
and stead, of one heretofore adopted by the Common 
Council. 

That the commissioners of the alms-house, under the su- 
pervision of the joint special committee on Blackwell’s Isl- 
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and and the Long Island Farms, proceed to the erection of 
the centre Building, one of the front wings, one of the east 
and west wings and the octagonal inspection Buildings at 
the angle formed by the said wings. 


In pursuance of a pledge given in their last report, the 
committee proceeded to settle the details more fully, and 
caused the necessary and proper working drawings to be pre- 
pared, and on the 20th April, 1835, laid the same before the 
Board of Aldermen—they were finally adopted and ap- 

proved by the Mayor in the following words :— 


Resolved, That the sum of $20,000 be, and the same is 
hereby appropriated for building the lunatic asylum, and that 
the comptroller pay the same on the requisition of the com- 
missioners of the alms house. 


Resolved, That the details for the edifice of the proposed 
lunatic asylum, as in the foregoing report and accompany- 
ing drawing described, be and is hereby adopted. 


The buildings had been commenced previous to the last 
mentioned Resolutions. 

A short time previous to the organization of the present 
Common Council, his Honor the Mayor, accompanied Ly 
and in the presence of the old and new Corporation, laid the 
corner stone of the Lunatic Asylum—the intended north 
wing was fast rising, when a change was made in the com- 
missioners of the alms house—very soon after the present 
commissioners received their appointment, they stopped the 
work, and on the 29th June made the communication above 
_ referred to, giving notice thereof to the Board of Assis- 
tants. 

Concerning the plan of the lunatic asylum, the joint spe- 
cial committee upon mature and very particular examination 
of all the previous proceedings thereon, and the reports and 
reasons that led to the adoption of the present one, are unani- 
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mously of the opinion, that the one adopted by the last Cor- 
poration should be preferred. The committee forbear giving 
any reasons in addition to those set forth in Doc. No. 38 of 
Assistant Aldermenof 1835, and Doc. No. 54 of the Board 
of Aldermen of the same year. 


Upon the subject of the present location of the Lunatic 
Asylum, several considerations claim and have received 
the attention and examination of the Joint Special Commit- 
tee; the first of these is, that nearly $3,000 have been ex- 
pended on the foundation and basement story of the north 
wing of the building, and the walls thus far laid, are finish- 
ed in a workman-like manner ; but it is alleged, and truly, 
that should the whole Lunatic Asylum be put up on the 
ground marked out for it, a considerable quantity of stone 
would be covered by the same. The Committee are not 
aware, that the Island was purchased by the city, with the 
intention of speculating by the sale of building-stone, beyond 
what might be prepared for sale by the labour of the con- 
victs; if this should be the case, the Committee are of opi- 
nion, that should no change of location be adopted, there 
will still be quarry sufficient belonging to the city, to occupy 
the convicts, under proper regulations, for a great number 
of years to come, for it will not be overlooked that the city 
possesses vast bodies of stone, and some of very good quality 
upon the Island of New-York, and some of unsurpassed good- 
nesson Randall’s Island, besides the remainder of Blackwell’s 
Island; and it may become a subject worthy of the very se- 
rious consideration of the Common Council, whether certain 
descriptions of convicts may not be properly and advanta- 
geously employed, from year to year, on some of the 
rocky and difficult avenues and streets of the city, and 
among the many reasons that may be urged for such a 
measure, one may be, that the price of stone may be so low,- 
that it may not be profitable to the city, that the convicts 
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‘should continue the quarrying of them on Blackwell’s Island, 
in consequence of the opening of very extensive and excel- 
lent quarries in the Bergen hills of New Jersey, also at Yonk- 
ers, and near King’s Bridge, as well as at Morrisianna, and — 
many other places near this city. , 

But the Committee would respectfully state that the inte- 
rests of the city demand, that the elevation of Blackwell’s Is- 
land wherever any public building is to be erected, should be 
preserved, instead of levelling it with the surrounding river, 
or covering it with pits that must be filled up, or prove 
sources of disease to ail dwellers upcn the Island. The form 
of the Island was one great inducement to placing the Asylum 
where it is : it was there located by the last Common Coun- 
cil, and the Committee believe that was a sufficient reason 
for such procedure. It was intended by the Corporation of 
1833-4, to have located the Asylum, then in contemplation, 
north of the present site, on the very extreme point of the 
Island; this would have required expensive preparations of 
the ground, a great proportion of which is a salt march, co- 
vered at high tide by the water; moreover, the neighborhood 
of the Asylum, in such a case, would not have been a good 
one for many reasons. It would not be so healthy, nor in 
any respect so pleasant to the objects of our charity; the 
building could not have been so permanent, and the sur- 
rounding ground indispensable to the Asylum, would have 
been insufficient, and many provisions intended to be car- 
ried into effect, by the present plan, would have been im- 
practicable ; the Committee, therefore, unanimously recom- 
mend that the present location of the Lunatic Asylum should 
in all respects be preserved. : 

The subject of the early completion of the part of the 
Asylum already commenced, has received the consideration 
of the Committee, and onthis point they deem it their duty to 
state that, through the politeness of Dr. Van Hovenburgh;they 
have ascertained the following facts:—that the whole number 
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of lunatics at Bellevue is 131—and that the city have twenty 
placed for the present, in the Asylum near Manhattanville ; 
that of those at Bellevue, about 15 males and 25 females, 
are noisy, violent, &c., about 8 males and 10 females, are 
idiotic, filthy, &c.; many require very great attention, seve- 
ral will not eat, unless compelled. The crowded state of 
the Asylum at Bellevue is such, that in the female depart- 
ment, in the place between the cells aud the hall of the base- 
ment story, the superintendents are compelled to lay two tier 
of beds for the lodging of female lunatics, the consequence 
is, that during the night the officer whose duty it is to attend 
to it, is obliged to go to that part of the building, and separate 
some of those lunatics who become boisterous. The general 
crowded condition of the Asylum, must render the whole 
establishment unhealthy. Doctor Van Hovenburgh further 
states, that at present it is impossible to classify the lunatics 
for want of room, and therefore, the measures necessary for 
the cure of lunatics cannot now be adopted, and that moral 
treatment is nearly all that is practicable at present. That 
preparations are making to place some of the lunatics in a 
building on Blackwell’s Island, and that the arrangement of 
the present Asylum (having been originally built for a fever 
hospital) is such, that coe most of the cells are white- 
washed every morning, a visit to them is extremely dis- 
agreeable. 


Whereupon, the Joint Special Committee unanimously : 
recommend to the Common Council the adoption of the fol- 
lowing 

RESOLUTION : 


Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Alms-House be,. 
and they are hereby directed, to proceed with the erection 
of that part of the building lately commenced, on Black- 
well’s-Island, known as the Lunatic Asylum, with all:con- 
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venient speed, according to the plan adopted by the Com- 
mon Council, and approved by the Mayor, May, 7th, 1835. 


All which is most 


Respectfully submitted, 
JAMES FERRIS, 
EGBERT BENSON, Joint Special Commit- 
JOHN DE LAMATER, tee on Blackwell’s 
GEORGE PAULDING, Island, and the Long 
A. STEWART, blind Farias. 


AARON CLARK, 
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BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


Jury 22, 1835, 


Communication from the Street Commissioner with a state- 
ment from the Harlem Rail Road Company in relation to 
continuing their Rails further into the city. 

Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


Wan. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Street Commissioner Respectfully, informs the Board 
of Assistant Aldermen, that in pursuance of directions, given 
to him by a resolution passed on the 13th instant, he has 
requested the president of the Harlem Rail Road Com- 
pany, “‘ To submit to the Common Council the plan or mode 
“‘ they propose to adopt in the extension of their road and 
“through what streets the Company propose to extend their 
“road to Chatham-square, in case leave be granted by the 
“«Common Council.” 

And that he has received an answer thereto, from Abra- 
ham R. Lawrence, Esq., the president of the Company, 
whichis herewith respectfully laid before the Board. 


GEO. B. SMITH, 


Street Commissioner. 


\ 





Office of the New-York and Harlem i 
Rail Road Company, No. 14 Wail st. 


New-York, July 21, 1835. 
Dear Sir, 


I duly received your favor of the 17th inst. communica- 
ting the resolution of the Common Council “ that the Street 
Commissioner be directed to call on the Harlem Rail Road 
Company to submit to the Common Council the plan or 
mode they propose to adopt in the extension of their road, 
and through what streets the Company propose to extend 
their road to Chatham street, in case leave be granted by 
the Common Council.” 

In pursuance of this call and in order to present through 
you to the Honorable the Common Council, a satisfactory 
answer, Lassembled a meeting of the Board of Directors of 
this Company, this morning, who after due reflection, direct 
me respectfully to say—that as we live by public conve- 
nience and can only make our road profitable in proportion 
asi.we make it useful—so are we anxious in selecting the 
route or plan to which the resolution of the Common Coun- 
cil refers, to choose that which, with the least inconvenience 
or injury to individuals, promises the greatest accommoda- 
tion.to. the public. 

Various routes have been suggested to members ofthis 
Board by property-holders and residents in different parts 
of the city, calculated to subserve their respective interests 
er convenience. 
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It has been proposed on the western side that our rails 
should be laid through fourteenth street, westerly from 
Union Square and through the sixth ‘or eighth avenue and 
Hudson street to Chamber-street. 

Again, as a more central route, and. one more populous 
and commodious, it has been urged that the rails now laid 
through the Bowery to Prince street be extended to Grand 
street and thence through Grand and Centre street as it is 
about to be enlarged to the square in front of the Record 
office and Tammany Hall. 

Others have proposed that a branch of the Rail road take 
a more easterly direction in order to accommodate Second 
Avenue and East Broadway. 

Although it is the determination of the Board to avail 
themselves of the indulgence of the common council in con- 
forming to the wishes of our citizens whenever they may be 
permitted to do so, they nevertheless confine their views for 
the present to the route proposed by a large and respectable 
body of petitioners whose memorial is now before the Com- 
mon Council. The Board are induced to adopt this course 
in order to relieve the scruples of those of our citizens, if 
any such remain, as have heretofore apprehended inconve- 
nience or hazard from the extension of the Rail road to the 
lower part of the city. For although the Board are sensible 
that these scruples are groundless, having transported in 
their cars during the past year more than 300,000 passen- - 
gers, whose ‘aggregate travel exceeds a million of miles— 
without the loss or injury of a single life or limb, they abstain 
from recommending as an experiment to the Common Coun- 
cil, ‘any other route than the one which is now called for by 
a numerous, powerful and increasing interest. 

They therefore submit for the consent of that Honorable 
Body:that the Company be permitted to extend their double 
track down'the Bowery to Hester street, or as far beyond ~ 
that'infersection’as the width of the Bowery in the opinion ~ 
of the street Commissioner may allow, thence with a single 
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track to Chatham square where the ample breadth of the 
avenue will admit of a double track or turn-out—and thence 
(if it be deemed prudent to extend the indulgence farther by 
a single track to the square fronting the Record Office. They 
propose this last extension in anticipation of the result of the 
present experiment by which the future proprietors and resi~ 
dents upon the Centre street route will be induced to peti- 


tion for and be allowed a branch of the Rail road commu- 
nicating with the one through Chatham street, by which 
Travellers from the lower to the upper part of the city may 
enjoy the benefit of Rail road conveyance in taking the track 
through one avenue when under any circumstances it may 
be obstructed or impeded through the other. 

With regard to the plan or mode of laying down the rails 
the Board fully approve of that which was suggested for’, 
your consideration a few days since by our Engineer Mr. 
Ewen, viz. to spike the iron rails upon wooden string pieces, - 
so framed and graded that the street may be paved to their 
level and the interstices between the rails and pavement 
serve as a. substitute for a groove for the flanges of the car 
wheels. It is believed that with this improvement carria- 
ges may cross the track with very little more obstruction 
than in crossing from one paving stone to another. 

With regard to the subject of Culverts or any other mode 
of passing the water, no complaint nor inconvenience need. 
hereafter be apprehended, as we intend at the expense of 
the company, to subject it to such corporation regulations 
as effectually to remove all sources of objection and for this 
purpose we recommend it to the Honorable the Common 
Council to give such authority to the Street Commissioner as 
will enable him to direct the company in the precautions he » 
may deem it advisable to adopt. : 

Believing as the Board of Directors do that the best inter- 
ests of the company are in accordance with the best interests 
of the city, they submit the above through you to the Com- 
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mon Council with all the deference and respect due to the 
call expressed in their Resolution. 
Faithfully and respectfully, 
Your Obedient Servant, 
ABM. R. LAWRENCE, 
President of the N.Y. and H. R. R. Co. 


GEORGE B. SMITH, Esquire, 
Street Commissioner, 
at the Street Commissioners Office, Hall of Records. 
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DOCUMENT No. 16. 


BOARD OF 
ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


Juny. 27, 1835, 


—_—_—, 


Report of the Committee on Roads and Canals, on the 
Petition of A. Watt, and others, for the working of Fifth 
Avenue, above 86th-street. 

Adopted unanimously, and ordered to be printed. ) 

Wn. Hacavorn, Clerk, 


The Committee on Roads and Canals, to whom was refer- 
red the Petition of Archibald Watt, and others, praying that 
the Fifth Avenue may be worked, as a Road from 89th-st, 
to 109th-street, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That the Petitioners state. in their Petition that the Fifth 
Avenue, from 89th-street, was opened by Law in the year 
1828, and. a large amount paid therefor by the owners of 


Cy 
\ 
} 
} 
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the adjoining Lots, that nothing has ever been done from 
that time to this in working it, and that they have no way 
of access to their lands with carriages. 

Your Committee also report, that several houses have 
been erected on the lots adjoining the portion of the Fifth 


Avenue above referred. 


This Avenue is now one of the principal roads leading 
from the settled part of the City to the upper part of the 
Island, and is worked and used as a Public Road to 86th- 
street. 

The propriety of working these Avenues and affording a 
ready access to all parts of the City, cannot be doubted, and 
the future improvement of the upper part of the City, is 
very much dependent on a liberal policy on the part of the 
City government in opening Streets and Avenues, and thus 
rendering the access to that portion of the City easy. 

A contrary course would tend to drive the portion of our 


- eitizens to the adjoining towns and. villages, and build up 
\ dthet places at the expense of the City. 


The Avenues from the great outlets from the City, and 
the working and repairing them at all times, are a great pub- 
lic convenience. 

Until that portion of the City shall be regulated it is pro- 
per that such working merely for the purposes of a Road or 
Highway, should be done at the public expense. Such has 
been the practice heretofore and such your Committee be- 
lieve is a perfectly correct and proper rule. 

As soon as @ regulation shall be adopted and the same 


can be used as a Street, the expense attending it will be 


chargeable on the adjoining Lots. 

Your Committee believe that working this Avenue, as 
proposed, will be a.convenience to,that portion. of the Island, 
and in the summer season will draw off from the Third 
Avenue, a portion of the travel theréon, which is now very 
pA RR 
great. 

Your Cothinittee farther report, that Archibald Watt has 

de : = 
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offered to your Committee, at his own expense, to work the 
Road from 109th-street to 107th-street, and also to build the 
necessary bridge across the creek. This offer your Cori- 
mittee consider liberal on his part, and deserving the atten- 
tion of the Common Council. 

Should the Road be made passable to 109th-street, it can 
be continued, without any further expense to the public, to 
116th-street. , 

Your Committee, therefore, recommend the adoption of 
the following Resolutions :— 

Resolved, That the Street Commissioner cause the Fifth 
Avenue to be worked as a Road, from 86th-street to 107th- 
street, so as to make the same passable with carriages in a 

‘manner suitable to the other part of the Fifth Avenue—pro- 
vided the expense through shall not exceed fifteen hundred 
dollars. 

Resolved, That the Street Commissioner cause the same 
to be worked as soon as Archibald Watt shall bind himself 

to fill up and work the said Fifth Avenue, from 107th-str eet 
to 109th-street, and to build the necessary bridge over the 
creek, according to the proposition made by him. 





Respectfully submitted. 
D. P. INGRAHAM, Commattee 
A. STEWART, tn on Roads 
JOHN V. GREENFIELD, ° & Canals: 


To the Honourable the Mayor; Aldermen, and Commoualty of the 
City of New-York: 

The Petition of the undersigned owners of property, on 
that part of the Fifth Avenue, lying between 89th and 109th- 
street, would respectfully represent that your Honourable 
Body took the necessary steps in the year 1828, to have the 
above mentioned part of said Avenue opened, and in Sep- 
tember of the same year the Report of the Commissioners 
was confirmed by the Supreme Court. That a large amount 
of assessment has been paid by your Petitioners or thei. 
grantors for the opening of said Avenue : And as yet no- 
thing has ‘been done towards working the Road in sucha 
manier as to admit of their approaching their property with 
carriages. 

‘That if your Honourable Body will only examine the for- 
mation of the ground on said Avenue, you will perceive, 
that the road can be worked at small expense, and in con- 
sequence of its being worked the heavy hill, at McGowan’s 
pass, will be obtained. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, pray that your Honoable Body 
will forthwith cause the same to be worked and fitted for 
travelling on; as being a more convenient and proper road, 
than*the road by McGowan’s pass, which must in a short 
time be abandoned, and whatever expense necessary to 
keep it in good order for travelling, will in such case be en~ 
tirely lost. 

Your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 


Archibald Watt, Henry M. Van Solengen, 
Wm. E. Stoutenburgh, Charles Starr, 

N. Dean, Anthony Arnoux, 

J. J. Stewart, tra Perego, 

James Conner, - D. Fanshaw, 


Miln Parker, Isaac Adriance, 














John Peshine, 

J. D. Ackley, 
Mead Wheeler, 
Epenitus Wheeler, 
Charles B. Moore, 
Charles Gilmore. 
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P. §. Orlton, 
Ado. Chandler, 


- Joseph Tucker, 


Patrick H. Lane, 
James Tracy, 


AS ee 


eS 




















DOCUMENT No. 17, 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


Juiy 27, 1835, 


Report of the Committee on Laws, on the petition of 
John J. Morgan and others, contesting the Charter Election 
of the 15th Ward. ; 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 





The Committee on Laws, towhom wasreferred the petition 
of John J. Morgan and others, contesting the late election of 
the 15th Ward, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That they have made a full and thorough investigation of the 
allegations in the said petition, that they caused notice to be 
given to the petitioners and the parties interested, thata great 
number of witnesses, in favor of and against the petition, have 
been examined before your Committee under oath, whose 
testimony has been reduced to writing by your Committee 
That it appears from such evidence, that in conducting the 
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said election some irregularities occurred, which amounted to 
a departure from the directions of the election law, and which 
evince inattention on the part of the Inspectors, but which, in 
the opinion of the Committee, did not change the result, or 
affect the validity of the election. 

Upon the effect of another irregularity which is also in evi- 
dence before the Committee, they are neither inclined nor pre- 
pared to express an opinion, but deem it their duty to present 
all the evidence whichrelates to the subject, to this Board, in 
order that they may decide whether it is sufficient to render 
the election void. 

The third specification of the petitioners is as follows, 
Viz :— 

“That a person by the name of Jacob Princk, not legally 
“appointed, acted as an Inspector until near eleven o’clock 
“‘ of the first day, and had charge and possession of the keys 
‘“‘of the Ballot Boxes, and one of the same.”’ 


The testimony given in relation to this charge, was as fol- 
lows, viz :— 


By Dow D. Williamson. 
The Inspectors appointed at the last Charter Election of 


the 15th Ward, were J. L. Mason, Andrew L, Ireland, and 
R. M. Blatchford. 


By Andrew L. Ireland. 


I was an Inspector of the 15th Ward Election, in April 
1835. Jacob Princk, John L. Mason, and myself, were 
sworn in on the first day; Mr. Mason administered the oath 
to the other two, and I administered the oath to Mason. I 
appointed Mr. Mason Chairman, to which he assented, and I 
‘think Mr. Princk assented. Princk acted as Inspector about 
two or three hours. J. L. Mason had charge of the Charter 
Box during the time Mr. Princk acted as Inspector, and re- 
ceived the tickets from the voters; Mr. Princk had the May- 
-er’s Box, and did not act in regard to the Charter Box—all 
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he did was to receive the votes for Mayor, and put them in . 
the box. 


By Henry S. Meeks. 

Mr. Ireland and Mr. Princk were present before Mr. Ma- 
son-came. Ireland swore Princk, and Princk swore Ireland 
_ at about 8 o’clock. "When Mr. Masen arrived he took from 

» his pocket-book the form of an oath, which he read.to Ireland 
-and Princk, and swore them, and Ireland then swore Mason. 
‘This was before any thing was done as to receiving votes. 

Mr. Princk sometimes received tickets from voters, and 
handed them to the others. He passed upon some as good 
voters. 

-Princk left as Inspector about 11 o’clock. 

By Andrew J. Walker. 

Princk left as Inspector about 10 o’clock. [heard Richard- 
son object to Princk’s serving as Inspector. He handed the 
Law to Mr. Mason; Mr. Mason then requested Princk to 
retire. 

By John W. Richardson. 


Iam a voter in the 15th Ward. I was present at half 
past 10, on 14th April, at the Poll. I found Mason, Treland, 
and Princk, acting as Inspectors. I voted three tickets, gave 
them to Mason. He handed one to Princk, and one to Ire- 
land; I then went out, and sent for the Election Law; I re- 
turned to the room, and enquired who that was, (pointing to 
Mr. Princk), and stated that he had no right there, and refer- 
red to the Election Law. I stated to Mr. Mason, that Princk 
should not act as Inspector. Mr. Mason said, he was ap- 
pointed last night by the Common Council. I replied, they 
did not meet. Mason then asked Princk who appointed him. 
First he said he did not know, then he said he was appoint- 
ed by Mr. Bruen and Stillwell. I then protested against 
Princk acting as Inspector, and said, I considered the Elec- 
tion void. Afterwards I saw Princk take votes; this w2s 
-about 20 minutes before 11. Princk had charge of the 
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Mayor’s box. In ten minutes afterwards I returned, and 
Princk was sitting down behind the Inspectors. He did not 
act afterwards. The vote of witness at that time, was the 
127th vote. 


By John L. Mason. 

After arriving at the rooms, I administered the oath as 
Chairman to Ireland, and Ireland swore me. I also swore 
Princk, supposing him to be an Inspector, appointed the 
evening before at the Joint Ballot, the Assistant Alderman 
having agreed to appoint him in the place of Mr. Blatchford. 
Thad the Charter box in the centre, Ireland was on the right, 
behind the Water box, Princk was on the left, behind the 
Mayor’s box. I received all the votes while Princk was there, 
took the names of the Electors, and examined them when 
necessary. I do not remember that Princk questioned the 
Electors at all; Ido not think he did. When we were satis- 
fied a vote ought to goin, I distributed the tickets. I put in 
the Charter tickets myself, Princk the Mayor’s tickets, and 
Treland the Water tickets. 


By Jacob Princk. 

I was called upon on Saturday previous to the Election, 
by two gentlemen to act as Inspector. I declined doing it. 
They asked me to go to Riley’s, and I went. They urged 
me to serve, and after much persuasion, I consented to serve » 
as Inspector. Ithought Mr. Bruen had power to fill the va- 
cancy, and that I was, therefore, legally appointed by them. 
I went to the Poll on Tuesday morning, the boxes were 
brought in by Ferris, and the Law was taken out of them. 
After a few minutes the person present said it was time the 
Poll was open. Mr. Ireland and myself undertook to off- 
ciate, and Ireland administered the oath to me, and I to 
him. After a few minutes Mason came in, before we took 
ny tickets. What Mr. Mason has stated as to opening the 
Poll is correct. I remained there till about a quarter past 10 
o'clock, I was assailed by some man now present. 
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At Riley’s there were present Mr. Bruen, Glentwall, and 
Mason ; about 10 or 15 were present. It was put to vote, 
and carried there, that I should be Inspector. So far as I 
was able to judge, they were all Whigs present. I suppos- 
ed that these persons would recommend me to the Alder- 
man and Assistant, and that they would have me appoint- 
ed. John L. Ireland, and J. B. Lester called on me to go 
to the meeting. “Ireland was chosen Assessor, and Lester 
“Collector. I did not take any Charter tickets while I 
“acted.” 

The foregoing comprises all the evidence before the 
Committee, in relation to this part of the subject. 

Your Committee in closing their report, unite in exonerat- 
ing the Inspectors from any charge of intentional miscon- 
duct, and they believe that whatever errors they may have 
committed, they have throughout acted in good faith. 

With a view to bring this matter to a speedy decision, your 
Committee recommend that this Board hear the petitioners 
and others, on the question herewith submitted, and for that 
purpose offer the following 


RESOLUTION : 


Resolved, That this Board will hear the petitioners and 
others, interested in the late Charter Election of the 15th 
Ward, either by counsel or otherwise, on Wednesday the 
Fifth day of August next, at 6 o’clock, P.M.—on the ques- 
tion before this Board, whether the third specification con- 
tained in the said petition, if proved, is sufficient to render 
the Election void. 


Respectfully submitted, 


THOMAS 8S. BRADY, ) Committee 
EDWARD CURTIS, on 
D. P. INGRAHAM, Laws. 




















DOCUMENT No. 18. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


JULY 27, 1835, 


Report of the Committee on Roads and Canals, on the 
petition of William Kirk and others, to open all the Ave- 
nues and streets, and to grade the Island. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Committee on Roads and Canals, to whom was re~ 
ferred the petition of William Kirk and others, asking for 


the opening of all the Avenues, and to obtain thé rights to 2 


open all the streets laid down on the map of the City and 
for a.grade of the upper section of the Island, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 
‘That they are fully impgessed with the importance’of pro 
ceeding as fast as the- public interest requires, im opening 
‘the Avenues and Streets on the Island, so that nothing’ 


i 


Doc. No. 18.] 152 


~ the part of the public authorities shall prevent the increase 
and improvement of that portion of the city which is now 
unimproved, both in buildings and population. The 3rd 
and 8th Avenues are now opened by law throughout their 
whole extent; the 4th Avenue is also occupied by the Rail- 
Road throughout its whole extent, and may be considered 
as opened to the public use. The 5th and 6th Avenues are 
also opened, or ordered to be opened, to 129th street, ex- 
cepting a small portion of the 5th Avenue at the lower end. 
The opening of the 2d and 7th Avenues is now pending 
before the Common Council, and portions of the other Ave- 
nues are also opened to different distances, as they have 
been asked for by the owners of land adjoining to them. 
Your Committee repeat the opinion heretofore expressed 
_ by them, that the opening of all the Avenues would be be- 
| neficial to general interests of the owners of land, and would 
/ tend ‘to advance the value of it, and bring more into use than 
can now be reached through the roads at present opened ; 
but they deem it proper that applications for opening 
these Avenues should come from the owners of land on 
them, and should relate solely to the particular Avenue, or 
Avenues, in which such owners are interested. 

The law giving authority to the Common Council to open 
the Streets and Avenues, provides only two cases in which 
such authority may be exercised, the one when it is asked 
for by the proprietors of land, fronting on any Street, Ave- 
nue, Square, or public place, who shall together own three 
fourths of all the land fronting thereon, and the other when 

-it-shall be necessary for the public convenience or health, to 
open such streets, avenues, or public squares. 

It is possible that the Common Council might think that 
the public convenience required the opening of all the Ave- 
nues at the present time, but your Committee deem it a bet- 
ter course, and one which will be far more acceptable to the 
owners of land adjoining, to wait for the petitions of such 
owners, for the opening of the several Avenues not already 
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opened, instead of, on a general application, for opening all 
the Avenues. 


Your Committee do not think that public convenience re 
quires that all the streets on the Island should be immedi-! 
ately opened. Though many of the streets not now opened “ 
will be very shortly required by the public, yet they deem 
it best in regard to the streets also, to act on the application 
for particular streets, instead of a general pene cams for 
opening all the streets. 

The petitioners ask the Common Council to obtain the 

‘right of opening all the streets, laid out on the map. This 
rightis already possessed by them in the cases above stated, 
which your Committee think is sufficient for all the purposes 
contemplated. 

The cession of streets can at any time be made to the 
Common Council; and the Committee would recommend 
to those persons who are selling out land in lots, to cede the 
streets at once to the public, and thereby save much trouble 
in subsequently opening them by commissioners. 

The petitioners also ask for the adoption of a grade of the 
Island. 

A grade has already been prepared to 44th street, and 
also from 109th to 140th street, and a resolution has passed 
_ the Common Council, directing the plans for grading to be. 
( prepared from 44th street to 109th street, as soon as the 

same can be done. This your Committee believe, will oc- 

cupy a considerable time, and will meet the views of all 
owners on the upper part of the Island, and that nothing 

' further on that subject is required at present. 

. From these considerations, your Commiittee deem it inex- 
pedient to ad>pt the measures proposed in the petition. In 

fact, they are doubtful whether a proceeding directing the /, 
opening of all the streets, would be in compliance with the 

\ law, inasmuch as the authority given, is confined to‘opening ” 

any particular street, or avenue, or any section of the same, 

‘ and the proceeding for opening streets or avenues, your 

/ 








‘ 








\ tended, and perhaps, unnecessary at the present time. 
_. They therefore ask to be discharged’from the further con- 
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Committee think, should name the street or avenue to be 
opened. 

A wise and judicious course of public improvement in 
opening streets and avenues, your Committee are anxious 
to adopt, and they are willing to recommend the opening 
of all streets and avenues that are required by the public ; 
while at the same time, they would retain the confidence of 
the public, in the measures passed by this Board, by avoid- 
ing the adoption of plans which might be thought too ex- 


sideration of the petition, and recommend. that it be placed 
on file. 
D. P. INGRAHAM, 
JOHN V. GREENFIELD, Committees 
A, STEWART, 


To the Hon. the Corporation 
of the City of New York: 


THE PETITION of the property holders and tax paying | 
Citizens generally, of the City and County of New York, re- 
spectfully represent to the Mayor, Aldermen and Common- " 
alty: of said City : 

|. That the constant and rapid increase of the population on 
this Island, demonstrates that the time is not distant, when | 
every portion of its available surface must be required to — 
accommodate the: multitude of its inhabitants. Your peti- 
tioners have long’ been aware that it is necessary to make 
great preparation for this expected increase ;—and they 
know from experience, that great improvements must be a | 
lote time in the progress of completion. 

»;Aroused. by a sense of the importance of this subject, andef 

‘he necessity of a general preparation for a great and in- 
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creasing population, We now ask, that your. Honorable 

Body will lose no time in. making the necessary arrange- 

ments for opening all the Avenues and obtaining the right to 

open all the streets that are laid down on the general. map.of. 
the city. And that. some measures be adopted to work all, 
or nearly all the Avenues, and many of the streets, as soon) 
as the other important duties with which you are, charged 

will permit. We also pray that no time may be lost, before 

a rule shall be established, by which every person may. | 
.know, at what elevation or:what grade, a house can be built: 
in any part of the upper sections of the Island. We desire 

that this grade or regulation shall affect. the surface of, the 

gronnd as little as possible, and that every part be made; to 

conform to the general face of the Island. 

These are points of immense importance, and your peti- 
tioners are not aware that a reason can be assigned why. all 
they ask, should not be entered upon and, completed. in the 
shortest possible time. 

To attempt to show to our Representatives, the reasom at 
much length, which’ urge us to present this request, would. be. 
superfluous, as no person pretends to oppose. it, ox offer any 
reason,why a poor man owning one or two lots of ground on 
the interior of the Island, is not entitled to as easy and free 
access to his property, as the holder of lots near the City. 

Many of us own ground in different parts of the Island, 
which we should improve and occupy, if it were possible to 
do so without crossing and trespassing on the premises of 
cour neighbours. And we are not only debarred from having | 
a good road or street to our property, but have not even al 
aight of way. Although the law does not command the open- 
ing of all the streets, yet every owner of property is forbid= 
‘devi to build upon the unopened streets upon penalty of los- 

ing his house, inasmuch as your Honorable Body have ide~ 
-creed, that he who thus builds, acts in his own wrong. We 
are also injured in our property from the want of a)well re- 
gulated and established grade. Every citizen who, builds 
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beyond the regulated streets, and where no rule is establish= 

_ ed, runs the risk of having his house destroyed by cutting 
down or raising it, to make it conform to some subsequently 
established grade. The present state of things operates as 
a bar to all improvement beyond the regulated part of the’ 
City. No good or substantial houses are building or to be 
built in the upper section of the Island. 

All are small and temporary, and intended to be removed 
or taken down, when a different and more permanent ar- 
rangement shall be made. The uncertainty is such, that we 
are not permitted, without great damage or loss, to occupy 
and enjoy our property. 

The trouble it will occasion the public authorities, ought 
not to operate as an objection, because the great mass of the 
labour can be done by those who receive a compensation for 
‘their trouble, and the cost of accomplishing this job now,’ 

\ will be a trifle in comparison to what it will cost if deferred 
\a few years. The great mass of the property lying in streets: 
will be ceded, and even if taken in the ordinary was by as- 
sessment, the expense will be light in consequence of such 
property still being in large masses. ‘There is no good rea~ 
son why ail the property in the streets and Avenues should 
mot be vested in the Corporation at once and left to the dis- 


cretion of the Common Council to take possession and work 
them, as the public good shall require it. Weare anxious to 


. impress upon the Members the great importance of immedi- 
ate action, and that the people call upon them with one 
voice to open the streets and Avenues, and establish a grade 

for the whole Island. 

We commend these measures to the Common Council, 
as necessary for public convenience, public justice, public 
benefit, public character, and public economy, And we ask 
their adoption on the ground of public and private right. 

Your petitioners will ever pray. 
M. Wakeman, Wilham Kirk, 
Rollin Sanford, ~ Jacob Bindernagel, 
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R. M. Woodruff, 
H. W. Childs, 

D. E. Hall, 
Ebenr. M. Peck, 
L. B. Woodruff, 
E. Jesup, 

J, Wilson, 
George Dickson, 
William Dickson, 
D. H. Burnside, 
J. 8S. Gold, 

R. K. Olver, 

A. W. Martin, 

T. W. Force, 
William V. Brady, 
John Preece, 
William Morris, 
Henry Lear, » 

B. M. 8. Squire Jun, 
' J. Atwood, 
J..Wells, 

D. H. Curtis, 
Jenest Montignon, 
Joseph P. Wilom, 
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James Dunn, 


_ W. G. Fitzgerald, 


B. Traphagen, 

J. Pearce, 

C. S. Borradaile, 
Patrick Trainor, 
Jacob W. Ireland, 
John Collins, 
Conrad M. Wringes, 
George Goodrich, 
James Durmody, 
William Mc. Dowall, 
Daniel Field, 
Lewes Elmer, 
Edwin Millington, 
Patrick Croly, 
Benjamin Lander, 
W.S. Libbey, 

M. Brewster, 

J. Kirby, 

T. G. Purdy, 
Thomas F. Newell, 
Edward Bogardus, 


&\ 








DOCUMENT No: 19. 


BOARD OF 





ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


Juiy 27; 1835; 


Report of Committee on Charity and Alms House, rela- 
tive to Blasting Rocks on this Island. 
Laid on the table and ord ered to be printed. rons 
Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Committee on Charity and the Alms House, to whom 
was referred the annexed resolution in regard to blasting 
rocks in the neighbourhood of the Old Lunatic Asylum. 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That the present mode of blasting rock, not only in the 
place referred to but on other parts of the island, is one of 
considerable danger to the citizens, and requires some regu- 
lations to protect the lives of the inhabitants. 

The portion of the island lying bet 

p ying between 20th and 109, 
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streets, contains a large quantity of rock and in regulating 
the streets and the lots, a very considerable portion of them 
which is rock will require to be blasted. The mode of 
making large blasts by means of what is called sand blasts, 
your Comunittee think should be forbidden, inasmuch as the 
danger from them is far greater than in other cases. 

It is true that the cost of blasting would be some what in- 
creased, but your Committee are of opinion that the addi- 
tional expense is nothing compared with the lives of the 
citizens. 

In the Ordinance herewith proposed for adoption they 
offer a partial remedy for this evil, and they believe the 
greater danger may be guarded against, if this Ordinance 
is enforced. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN V. GREENFIELD, Committee on 


D. P. INGRAHAM, Charity and 
AARON CLARK. Alms House. 


Resolved, That from and after this date, all stone directed 
to bo removed for the purpose of regulating the streets at 
and about the Old Lunatic Asylum, shall so conduct the 
blasting thereof, as to have the pieces thrown if possible, in 
a westerly direction so as to avoid endangering the lives of 
the persons therein confined. 

THOMAS S. BRADY, 
Assistant Alderman, 6th Ward. 














A LAW. 


TO REGULATE THE BLASTING OF ROCKS WITHIN THE City 
or New-York. 


The Mayor, Alderman and Commonalty of the City of New- 


York, in Common Council convened, do ordain as follows : 


1. No person or persons shall make use of any sand blast 
for the purpose of blasting rocks, within four hundred feet 
of any public road, or of any dwelling house or public build- 
ing, under the penalty of Twenty-five dollars for each of 
fence. 

2. No person or persons shall use for any one blast in blast- 
ing rocks within two hundred feet of any public road, or of 
any dwelling house or public building, a greater quantity of 
powder than two pounds for each and every blast under the 
penalty of Five dollars, for each offence. 

3. No person or persons shall fire or set offany blast in any 
rock or rocks, within two hundred fect of any street or public 
road in the said city, without having first stationed persons 
on the said street or road to give notice to travellers thereon, 
under the penalty of Ten dollars, for each offence. 

4, The fines and penalties imposed by this law shall and 
may be sued for and recovered with costs of suit in the 
name of the Mayor, Alderman and Commonalty of the City 
of New-York, in any Court having cognizance thereof. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 20. 


BOARD OF 
ASSISTANT ALDERMEN. 


JULY 27, 1835. 


LOU? 


Report of the Special Committee on Ordinances, from the 
City Inspector, adopted by the Board of Aldermen. 
Adopted and ordered to be printed. 
Wn. Haeanorn, Clerk. 





The Special Committee on Ordinances, to whom was re- 
ferred the accompanying Ordinances from the Board of 
Aldermen, 

RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 

That the Ordinances submitted to the Committee, are, in 
their opinion defective, in not specifying the extent of ground 
on the street, or the number of lots required to be filled up. 
Your Committee believe it to be necessary for the validity of 
the Ordinances, that more particularity should be used in 
drafting these Ordinances ; they also think too short a time 
is fixed for finishing the work contemplated. 
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In one of the Ordinances, it is proposed to compel the 
owners of 3 blocks of ground on 4th Avenue, to fill up the 
same, from 10 to 15 feet, before the 10th of August, and will 
as your Committee are informed, involve an expense of se- 
veral thousand dollars. 

Your Committee recommend that this Board do not con- 
cur with the Board of Aldermen in these Ordinances. 


They also offer the following resolution : 


A. STEWART, 
D. P. INGRAHAM, | cme 
AARON CLARK, 5) — 


RESOLUTION: 


Resolved, if the Board of Aldermen concur, That with all 
the Ordinances which the City Inspector shall submit for 
adoption, involving an expenditure of more than one hun- 
dred dollars, he shall also furnish an estimate of the expense 
attending the proposed measure. 
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DOCUMENT No. 21. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


JULY 31, 1835. 


Report of the Street Committee on the Resolution of Mr. 
Holden to open the Avenues and Streets, up to and including 
42d street. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Wn. Hacanporn, Clerk. 





The Street Committee to whom was referred the above 
resolution, which proposes to enquire into the expediency of | 
opening all the streets and Avenues, (not already opened) | 

| up to, and including Forty-second street, | 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


| They have caused public notice to be given, of the penden- 
ty of the before mentioned resolution, in the daily papers, in 
‘order that the most extensive information should be given to 
all parties concerned, as in a contemplated movement of 
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such magnitude, it was desirable to obtain a very general 4 
expression of public opinion. 

The only -remonstrances ‘which ‘have been presented 
against opening these avenues and streets, are but from a ve- 
ry small number of proprietors or lessees whose interest is 
either limited in amount, or of very short duration while, on 

| the contrary, an almost universal opinion is loudly expressed 
J in favour of its consummation.’ 

It is a well known fact that all the lands comprised with- 
| in the limits before mentioned, viz. up to 42nd street, and 
| indeedfar: ‘beyond. it, shave for several years: .past,“beeén en- 

| tirely laid out into town lots, bounded on avenues and 
streets, and are at present held mostly in small parcels of a 
| few lots, by a great variety of persons, many of whom are 
} anxious to erect buildings, but are at present prevented from 
/ doing so from their inability to obtain access to their pro- 
| perty, without passing over the land of other persons, in con- 
_ sequence of the streets on which their ics are peter not 
\sbéing opened.” nod I 
en "Bhis fact, an: is opinion: of »the Choeikaices estab 
powerful bearing on this question and is strongly:andicative 
of the great’expédiency of'an @ffixmative*decision thereon. 
“Noposition would appear to be better sustained by reasons 
of sound public policy than that the constituted authorities 
of the city should provide in reasonable and proper time 
that every citizen be furnished with the means of access 
+0. and enjoyment of his property; and ‘in’ no other 4 way 
‘can this be effected than by their taking ‘the’ Tegal’ ‘measures 
‘authorized by the’ statutes of the “State for the “opening” 10f | 
the streets and public thoroughfares.’ The exceedingly rapid 
increase of our population andthe measures avhich have . 
been taken to lay out and form public squares have so much 
~enhanced the valuesoflots»intheir vicinity,:as to render'lit 
‘desirable for:persons of “lesser means to*turn their -attention 
eto’situations somewhat more removed from» the denser 
‘of thevcity, where lots'can be purchasedat such» moderate 
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“prices as come,within their means ; and unless facilities, by 
opening, the streets are afforded, a very large.proportion 
of those classes in society whose means of subsistence arise 
from, their daily labour will be compelled. to locate’ them- \ 
selves;on the opposite, shores of our rivers, instead of fixing / 
their habitations in our more immediate suburbs. 

There is however, another very substantial reason offer- 
ed, why the measure proposed should embrace at one ope- 
ration, the whole extent contemplated, which is the great 
saving of expense which will thereby be produced. The 
amount involved by proceeding in this business with’ one 
general commission will probably not exceed one twentieth 
part ofi the cost which’ must unavoidably be incurred, if it 
bé suffered to progress in detail by particular sections, of in~ 
dividual’ streets; besides the ‘much more’ reasonable assu>’ 
rance of equal justice being done to all parties, when the’ 
commissioners are placed-in»a situation which’ will enable 
them to takea:general and comprehensive view of the re=; 
sults'to be produced, by opening the streets ina large section 
ofithe city, and their: relative bearing each upon the otker;. 
than in the method heretofore generally practised, of open- 
ing special pieces in detail. 

Instances are upon record of the same piece of proper 
tyvhaving been assessed) a:second'and even a third:time for 
opening‘some portions of the street or avenue contiguous:to.s 
it, nowit is quite clear that by'substituting the generalsystem: 
of opening. as, herein proposed, in lieu of the former prac- 
tice the expenses consequent, thereon may be very much di-;; 
minished,.and this point, is thought to, be worthy, of particus.. 
lar attention, as any mode of proceeding which. will. lessep,, 
the amount of assessment on the property interested is be- _ 
liéved'to be entitled to a very favourable consideration. 

The Committee having fully discussed this matter, are de-” 
cidédly in favour ’of* thé’ general proposition, as contained ‘in 
the resohition; yét they’ still think that existing circumstances” 
render it proper to make some exceptions, from its operation, 
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and these relate to the establishment at Bellevue for the 
poor the lands occupied by the managers of the House of 
Refuge for juvenile delinquents and the square between the 
5th and 6th Avenues, and from 40th to 42d Streets, original- 
ly intended for a public cemetery, but now proposed to be 
occupied asa scite for the distributing reservoir by the Wa- 
ter Commissioners. 

The reasons for the exceptions above mentioned are obvir 
ous, inasmuch as the opening of the Avenues and streets 
through them, will necessarily prevent the possibility of their 
being used for the purposes now designed. 

Besides these properties belonging entirely to the public; 
the streets and avenues passing through them can be open- 
ed at any time free of expense to the owners of the adja- 
cent property. 

In conclusion, the Committee report to the Board, that in 
their judgment it is expedient to open all the streets and ave- 
nues (not already opened) up to and including 42d Street 
with the exceptions above mentioned and offer the following 


RESOLUTION: 


Resolved. That all the Streets and Avenues as laid down 
on the Commissioners map of the city, be opened up to and 
including 42d street, excepting :— 


1st. Such parts of the streets and avenues within the said 
limits as have already been opened, either by deeds of ces- 
sion from the proprietor or proprietors thereof, or by due 
course of law. 


2nd. Such parts of the avenues and streets as are contained 
within the limits of the public establishment at Bellevue. 


3rd. Such parts of 40th and 41st Streets as lie between the 
Sth and 6th avenues it being understood these lands will be 
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required by the water commissioners, for uses connected 
with the aqueduct. 
All which is submitted. 


BENJAMIN TOWNSEND, ) Committee 
M. VAN SCHAICK, on 
EDWARD CURTIS, Streets. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 22. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


AUGUST 4, 1835. 


The following petition in relation to the Charter Election 
in the 15th Ward, and the testimony taken before the Law 
Committee of this Board, was ordered to be published under 
the direction of the Committee. 

Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


To the Honorable the Boards of Aldermen and Assistant 
Aldermen of the City of New York : 


The subscribers, Electors of the Fifteenth Ward of said 
City, respectfully petition your Honorable body for a new 
Election in said Ward, owing to the illegal manner of or- 
ganizing by the persons appointed or acting as Inspectors, 
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and. conducting the said Election, and divers irregularities 
and illegal proceedings practiced during the late Charter 
Election ; among which we specify the following as a part 
thereof: 

1st. That a majority of the persons appointed as Inspec- 
tors did not organize according to law, as they did not 
choose or elect one of their number as Chairman, nor were 
they previous or during the three days election organized as 
a Board of Inspectors. 


2d. That the Ballot Boxes were not examined previous 
to receiving the votes of some of the Electors, nor were they 
locked until about ten o’clock of the first day of the Election, 
at which time upwards of one hundred votes had been 
received. . 

3d. That a person by the name of Jacob Princk, not le- 
gally appointed, acted as an Inspector until near 11 o'clock 
of the first day, and had charge and possession of the keys 
of the Ballot Boxes and one of the same. 


4th. That frequently during the said three days of Elec- 
tion but one Inspector was present, and received ballots 
from the Electors. 


oth. That no oath was legally administered to any or 
either of the persons acting as Inspectors or Clerks during 
the said time. 


6th. That the Canvass was illegally conducted, and the 
Ballots exposed, and unauthorised persons acting and inter- 
fering in said canvass. 


7th. That the persons who acted as Inspectors during the 
said Election, were at no time previous to or during such 
election organized or sworn as such pursuant to the Statutes 
of the State. 


8th. And your Petitioners further beg leave to contest 
the seats of 
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SILAS M: STILWELL, as Alderman. 

RICHARD R. WARD, as Assistant Alderman. 
JEDEDIAH B. LESTER, as Collector. 

JOHN L. IRELAND, 
JOSEPH BRITTON, 
THOMAS G. MANTLE, Constabl 
ROBERT LATTIMER, as see a 


And your Petitioners further pray to have a hearing be- 
fore your Honourable body. 


New York, 11th May, 1835. 


} as Assessors, 








In the matter of the 15th 
Ward Election. 


Testimony taken before the Law Committee of the Board 
of Assistant Aldermen in relation to the 15th Ward Elec~ 
tion, the witnesses having been duly sworn before their ex- 
amination. 


MEETING OF 


LAW COMMITTEE. 
JUNE 18, 1835. 


Dow D. Williamson being sworn, testified : | 
The Inspectors appointed at the last Charter Election of 

the 15th Ward were J. L. Mason, Andrew L. Ireland, and 

R. M. Blatchford. 

Andrew L. Ireland sworn, 
I was an Inspector of the 15th Ward Election, in April | 

1835. Jacob Princk, John L. Mason, and myself, were 

sworn in on the first day: Mr. Mason administered the oath 

to the other two, and I administered the oath to Mason. I 

appointed Mr. Mason Chairman, to which he assented, and I 

think Mr. Princk assented. Princk acted as Inspector about 

two or three hours. J. L. Mason had charge of the Charter * 
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Box during the time Mr. Princk acted as Inspector, and re- 
ceived the tickets from the voters; Mr. Princk had the May- 
‘or’s Box, and did not act in regard to the Charter Box—all 
he did was to receive the votes for Mayor and put them in 
the box. He had no opportunity with, nor access to the 
Charter Box. 

Ferris brought the Ballot Boxes to the Poll. I looked in 
the Charter Box and think the others. Iwill not be posi- 
tive. I think the boxes were locked when the Poll was 
opened. Afterwards Mr. Mason took the keys out of the 
boxes about an hour after the opening of the Poll. Ballots 
were received before the keys were taken out.. The Poll 
opened the first day at 8 o’clock; the other days at nine 
A.M. 

Sometimes mistakes occurred between the Mayor and 
Water tickets; but there were no mistakes in regard to the 
Charter ticket while Princk was there. 

Henry S. Meeks sworn: 

I was present on the first morning of the Election before 
the Inspectors. When the Ballot Boxes came I saw the’ 
keys put in the boxes. ‘The Charter Box was unlocked by 
‘Ferris the officer, and the books taken out. I shut the lid 
down and left it so. I put the Charter Box in the centre, 
and in moving the boxes the lid of the Charter Box came 
open. Iwas to be a Challenger. 

Mr. Ireland and Mr. Princk were present before Mr. Ma- 
‘gon came. Ireland swore Princk, and Princk swore Ireland 
‘at about 8 o’clock. When Mr. Mason arrived he took from 
his pocket-book the form of an oath, which he read to Ireland 
and Princk, and swore them, and Ireland then swore Mason. 
This was before any thing was done as to receiving votes. 

Mr. Princk sometimes received tickets from voters, and 
handed them to the others. He passed upon some as good 
voters, as was the practice there when any Inspector said 
the knew the voter. About 10 o’clock Mr. Mason discover- 
that the keys were in the boxes, and said ‘we had not 
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taken the keys out of the boxes.” I think Mason then lock- 
ed the boxes, and took the keys and put them in his pocket. 
Was there all the time, saw the boxes. Thinks that nobody 
could have put any tickets in the Charter Box, without wit- 
ness seeing it. Thinks there were no tickets put in, except 
by the Inspectors, during that time. 

T did not see them organize as a Board of Inspectors. 
Mason acted as Chairman. I saw Mason alone present 
when votes were received ; this was not more than ten mi- 
nutes—during which time | saw one vote taken by Mason. 
I do not know the name of the voter. He was a coloured 
man} voted three tickets. The vote was objected to and 
challenged, and he took the oath. I heard Mr. Mason say, 
Princk you had better take the keys. I was present when 
canvass began; Mr. Blatchford also. When the Ballots 
were counted, there were ten ballots too many. Blatchford 
said that the number was right, because the Clerk had not 
kept tally correct. The Inspectors retained the whole num- 
ber of tickets, and opened and canvassed all thatnight. Mr. 
Blatchford was behind the table taking up the ballots on the 
table, and putting them down again, before they were can- 
vassed. The ballots were put in an open basket, in front of 
Mr. Blatchford, and he handed the basket having the votes in 
it up onto the table before the tickets were opened. A black 
boy, Mr. Mason’s son, John L. Ireland, and others, were be- 
hind the table. Black boy was there to set a tea-table. He 
moved the boxes with tickets in from the table in front of the 
Inspectors to a table by the wall. Idid not observe any 
handling of the votes by the black boy. I can not say that 
I saw any body but the Clerks and Inspectors handle the 
tickets during the canvass. 

The black boy came in at tea time. In setting the table 
one of the tables was wanted for tea, and the tickets were 
removed in boxes. Jam sure the boy removed one box. 
The black boy remained by the box which had the tickets 
in during all the time the Inspectors were at tea. I think 
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votes might have been taken out without his seeing. Ithink 
the regular tickets were not all assorted at that time. I saw 
other persons besides the black boy by the boxes on the 
table. One of the Poll lists had ten too many. Next morn- 
ing in counting votes, there were the same number as the 
night before. There were on the first count 710 tickets for 
Stilwell, then ten tickets were destroyed. On second ac- 
count there were 718 or 719 tickets for Stilwell. 

Andrew J. Walker sworn : 

Lacted as Clerk; was present when Board was organiz- 
ed. I was sworn by Mason before votes were taken. The 
Inspectors were sworn as stated by Ireland. I did not see 
any appointment of Chairman. Poll opened at eight, ora 
little after. I saw keys in boxes. They were taken out 
after 100 votes were polled. Mason took the keys out. 
Princk left as Inspector about 10 o’clock. I heard Richard- 
son object to Princk’s, serving as Inspector. He handed the 
Law to Mr. Mason; Mr. Mason then requested Princk to 
retire. No votes were at any time received when only one 
Inspector was present. 

The Clerks disagreed in the tallies, 10 tickets—my marks 
agreed with the poll list. They judged my list correct and 
kept on with the canvass. I examined the poll list every 
night, they agreed every night, 10 Ballotsover the poll list. 
The second Canvass was 9 or 10 more votes than the first. I 
think they did not go over but twice. The ballots after first 
canvass were put in boxes and 10 drawn out and destroyed. 
These were the regular tickets. Mr. Blatchford turned the 
tickets out of the basket on to the table. At tea Mr. Mason 
sat with his face and Ireland with his back to the ballot 
boxes. Tickets could have been taken out of the boxes 
and basket without the knowledge of Inspectors. Before 
tea all the regular tickets were counted and rolled up in 
tens, and tickets thrown in would not have altered it 
without being known. The difference in the votes was as- 
certained before tea. The second count took place next morn- 
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ing and the 10 tickets were destroyed then. The tickets 
were all folded and counted, and found 10 too many 
again as at night. The inspectors then took out 10 tickets 
and destroyed them. They counted the regular tickets and 
split tickets for Stilwell and not for Warner. On next day 
they found some of Warners tickets with Stilwells and 
Wards names on, I think 2 or 3: some of the tickets were 
misplaced on the files, and afterwards were corrected ; this 
way I account for the mistake of the 10 tickets in the two 
counts. I meant Stilwells majority was 10 more, I am 
not aware of any increase in the full tickets for Stilwell, I do 
not recollect as to the number of votes for Stilwell in the 
morning; they canvassed the day after the election, adjourn- 
ed to Friday at 4 P. M. 





FRIDAY JUNE 19, 1835. 





Frederick A. Gay sworn :— 

I was one of the challengersand was there before the poll 
was opened, I saw Ireland, Princk and two or three consta- 
bles behind inclosure. It was past 8 o’clock I told Mr. Ire- 
land thereof. Ireland administered to Princk the oath as 
stated before. At the close of election when canvassing the 
votes I was present. Ireland was at one end of the table, 
Mr. Mason on the side, Mr. Blatchford between the two. I 
had a paper on the table before me. The votes passed from 
Mr. Mason to Ireland in front of Blatchford. Mr. Blatchford 
removed the tickets from one part of the table to the other on 
the wire; I think there were no votes taken off. Mr. Blatch- 
ford was there during the canvass. Before the canvass 
was made public by the Inspectors, Blatchford said Stilwell 
waselected. I was within the enclosure standing on a chair 
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near enough to see what passed. I then called the attention 
of the Gentlemen to the manner in which the tickets were 
exposed, I saw a negro remove the boxes, and I confirm the 
testimony of Meeks on this subject. Early in the election 
I saw Glentworth go in behind the enclosure and whisper to 
Prink. After the canvass on last evening of election I 
saw freland, Glentworth and Mason in conversation lean- 
ing on the boxes. There was an increase of regular votes 
on the 2d canvass for Stilwell over the first canvass. Iam 
almost positive such was the case. I cannot account for it. 
The first count was in the evening, the other count was in 
the morning of the next day ; I think there may have been 
another count the same evening. I cant say whether I was 
there or not when the second count was completed. I can- 
not say whether I ascertained the result myself or heard it 
from others. 

I think Mr. Blatchford kept minutes before him between 
Mason and Ireland. Mr. Blatchford took the files from the 
table, went behind Mason and removed them to another part 
of the table or to another table. 

I think the boxes were so exposed that tickets could be 
thrown into them. In answer to the question—Have you 
knowledge or been told by any person of having thrown 
tickets into the box? The witness replied—A gentleman 
passed by me, I saw him put his hand into his breeches pock- 
et, I saw him go where the basket stood with tickets in it at 
the foot of the table. Isaw him make a motion to throw 
into the basket, but I could not from my situation see wheth- 
er any thing dropped into it or not. He returned and told 
me he had thrown in ten votes I decline giving the name 
of the person who did so. J was not myself in any 
way interested directly or indirectly in putting the tick- 
ets in the basket. I knew the person who threw votes 
in. [believe he did throw them in. He told me the votes 
were Warner tickets. This occurred while the Inspectors 
were at their supper. Being asked if he complained of, or 
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gave information to the Inspectors of this fraud upon the elec- 
tors, says I did not. The canvass was so far completed 
that the Stilwell tickets had all been called over at that time. 
I do not know whether the Warner tickets were counted or 
not. The person who put the tickets in had remarked on the 
carelessness of the Inspectors. I do not know whether any 
other tickets were put in or not. ‘The basket was at the ta- 
ble on the floor 4 or 5 feet from the wall. Persons could go 
behind the chairs of the Inspectors. Isaw Mr. Blatchford 
pass behind. I knew the person who put in these votes was 
doing wrong at the time. 

' By John W. Richardson. 

Iam a voter in the 15th Ward. I was present at half 
past 10, on 14th April, at the Poll. I found Mason, Treland, 
and Princk, acting as Inspectors. I voted three tickets, gave 
them to Mason. He handed one to Princk, and one to Ire- 
land ; I then went out, and ‘sent for the Election Law ; I re- 
turned to the room, and enquired who that was, (pointing to 
Mr. Princk), and stated that he had no right there, and refer- 
red tothe Election Law. I stated to Mr. Mason, that Princk 
should not act as Inspector. Mr. Mason said, he was ap- 
pointed last night by the Common Council. I replied, they 
did not meet. Mason then asked Princk who appointed him. 
First he said he did not know, then he said he was appoint- 
ed by Mr. Bruen and Stilwell. J then protested against 
Princk acting as Inspector, and said, I considered the Elec- 
tion void. Afterwards I saw Princk take votes; this was 
about 20 minutes before 11. Princk had charge of. the 
Mayor’s box. In ten minutes afterwards I returned, and 
Princk was sitting down behind the Inspectors. He did not 
act afterwards. ‘The vote of witness at that time, was the 
127th vote. 

I was not present the first evening of the canvass. On 
Friday morning I was there. I found ihe Inspectors can- 
vassing. They brought in ballot boxes. Charter box was 
first opened. Ireland began counting regular tickets ; they 
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were twisted in bundles of ten each, as the Inspectors stat- 
ed. Mr. Ireland counted the bundles twice, and made 
134 bundles. I kept tally; I made 136 both times. Mr. 
Mason counted split tickets, made 102. Afterwards five 
additional tickets were found, making in all 1447 by the 
count of the Inspectors. I made 1467 by my count. Ire- 
land found on one wire one vote for Warner ticket. Mr. Ma- 
son said, ‘“‘never mind that vote,” and it was not counted. 
No account was taken of it. Mr. Ireland spoke of it once or 
twice. Mr. Mason always said, never mind it. The result 
of this canvass was by the Inspector’s count— 








For Stilwell - - - 711 Regular votes. 
bes - - 37 Split tickets. 
Making in all - - - 748 for Alderman. 
Richard R. Wardhad -~— - 711 regular votes, 
60 split do. 
Making in all 771 for Ass’t. Alder. 
E. H. Warner had - - 629 regular votes. 
61 split do. 
Making in all 690. for Aldermen. 
Watson E. Lawrence had - 629 regular votes. 
43. split do. 
Making inall - - -. 672 for Asé’t. Alder. 


Rich. R. Ward had two votes. 

After making this canvass Mason and Ireland asked me 
to sit by the table. Mr. Walsh sat at the table between Ireland 
and Moore, one of the clerks. I asked what the canvass was 
the evening before; Mr. Mason said Stilwell had 710 regu- 
lar votes, and the Warner ticket 635 regular votes. The 
Inspectors then agreed to fold up the tickets, and return 
them to the boxes. One bundle had 13 tickets, and several 
had only 9 in, and one split ticket was found among the 
regular tickets. After this both the Inspectors left the room 
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and left the tickets in the segar boxes, exposed with the 
clerks. They were abseut three or four minutes. The negro 
boy came in to set the table for dinner, and moved the se- 
gar boxes with tickets to another table, while both the In- 
spectors were absent. Then Mason and Walker commenc- 
ed folding the split tickets, and throwing them into a segar 
box. Ireland and Moore folded the regular tickets, and 
threw them into a segar box. After the tickets were folded, 
they counted them again, and found 1446 votes. Mr. Ireland 
observed there was a Warner ticket taken off the file. Mr. 
Mason said, never mind that. Mason took the tickets, (some 
on a waiter) put them in the Charter box—pressed them 
down, locked the door, took the box and shook it. He then 
opened it, turned his back, and drew out 10 tickets. He 
then asked me what he should do with them. I said do as 
you please. He then tore them up, and threw them on the 
floor. Isaid I thought the tickets all belonged to one party. 
Mason said he had stirred them up, and they had been 
thrown in promiscuously. Isaid there was one ticket over, 
to which he made no reply. 
Clerks then began to open the tickets. The result was, 
For Stilwell, - - - 717 regular tickets. 
29 split tickets. 











Inall - - 2 Ga - 746 

For Ward, | - - - - 717 regular tickets. 
51 split tickets. 

Inall - - - = - 768 

For Warner, Se See a 624 regular tickets, 
57 split tickets 

Be aipsior silerges G£3' 19dcis xeaxgBBLs 

For Watson E. Lawrence, - 624 regular votes. 
40 split tickets. 

Inall - = - r - . 664 








| 
| 
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There were six votes for no Alderman, four scattering— 
making in all 1437, one more than Poll list. Mr. Mason 
stated the Poll list was correct with the number of votes. 
Mason said six votes had no Alderman. Moore said only 
five. Mason then asked what should be done with these six 
tickets; and afterwards concluded to destroy them. They 
were all eredited to the persons. Mr. Iteland said they had 
taken advantage of the law, by putting them in the boxes 
and beginning denovo. 

Andrew L. Ireland, re-examined— 

As far as my knowledge extends, I have no recollection 
of leaving the room as stated by Richardson. I do not re- 
member leaving the room during the canvass, and only re- 
member once during the election leaving the room. I did 
not keep my eye on the negro during all the time he was 
moving the boxes. It was a common practice during the 
election for the negro to come in and set the table. During 
the election the boy did not touch the boxes. During the 
canvass he removed the boxes from one table, and placed 
them on another. 


To the question—might he not have abstracted tickets, 
and substituted others without knowing it? the witness re- 
plied—I think not; there is no telling what a negro might 
do, if badly inclined. The boxes were removed from one 
table to another, three or four feet apart. The Inspectors 
were tried. I think I can not be mistaken as to Mr. Mason 
and myself leaving the room. I had understood that Ri- 
chardson had intended to contest the election ; and as far as 
I knew the law I intended to act honestly and carefully. 
Richardson told me that he intended to contest it on the first 
day of the election. Mason told me on the night before the 
election, that Blatchford had resigned and Prink was to be 
substituted in his place. 

William Green sworn— 


Taman elector of 9th ward. I was present during the 
canvass. I have not received one cent, or been promised 
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any thing to testify here. I saw tickets at the canvass in the 
segar boxes, at the last Spring Election in the 15th Ward. 
I saw the coloured boy when setting table move the boxes 
with tickets. "The Inspector were both absent at the time 
They were away from the boxes. They were out of the 
place where they were canvassing the votes. There were 
many in the room; it was not full. They were both gone 
from the ballot boxes, but where they went I cannot tell. I 
did not see them any where at that time; I did not look 
round for them. I would have seen them if they had been 
there. I cannot recollect what day it was, it was while 
they were canvassing. I saw Mr. Richardson, Walker, 
Moore, and Randolph. I didnot speak of this until last 
meeting of the party, when I spoke of what I knew; I think 
it more than a month ago. I have bet a beaver hat that there 
will be a new election; that is all Ihave bet to the best of 
my knowledge. I believe it was while the canvassing was 
going on. 

Henry S. Meeks re-examined— 

During all the day Inspectors were in a dilemma about 
ten ballots. About two o’clock Mason was in the entry talk- 
ing with Mr. Hall (I think) and as I left the room Mr. Ire- 
land returned from the bar. Both of the Inspectors were at 
that time out of the room. This was on Friday after the elec- 
tion. During their absence I think I mentioned it to Rich- 
ardson. They were absent some minutes. I had my legs 
inside the inclosure. I was sitting on it. Persons besides 
the Clerks were there inside the inclosure. 

Tohn L. Mason. sworn: 

After arriving at the room I administered the oath as chair- 
man to Ireland and Ireland swore me. I then swore the 
Clerks. I swore Princk also supposing him to be an In- 
spector appointed the evening before at the joint ballot. 
The Assistant Aldermen having agreed to appoint him in 


the place of Mr. Blatchford. 
Adjourned to 23d June, at 4. P. M. 
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John L. Mason, farther examined :— 


T had the Charter box inthe centre, Ireland was on the right, 
behind the Water box, Princk was on the left, behind the 
Mayor’s box. I received all the votes while Princk was there, 
took the names of the Electors, and examined them when 
necessary. I do not remember that Princk questioned the 
Electors at all; I do not think he did. _When we were sa- 
tisfied a vote ought to go in, I distributed the tickets. I pnt 
in the Charter tickets myself, Princk the Mayor’s tickets, 
and Ireland the Water tickets. ‘There were comparatively 
few Mayor’s votes at first. After the first press was over 
I saw the key was in the Charter box. I said to Ireland, 
‘we might as well take the keys.” I tried it and it was lock- 
ed. I put the keys in my pocket—there they remained tll 
evening when it was necessary to open the Charter box. to 
put in poll lists. I took the boxes that night and Ireland took 
the keys. Iam confident I did not have the keys that mght. 
Thaye no recollection of taking a vote when the other In- 
spector was absent: Ido not think Idid so. I was aware 
of the necessity of both being present. Neither were absent 
from the room except when necessity required it and then 
only for a minute or two. I recollect waiting two or three 
times for Ireland previous to receiving votes until his return. 
There were two or three votes of coloured persons taken, they 
were Challenged, and swore in their votes. We canvassed 
at the end ot the third day. There was a considerable crowd 
and I directed the officers to let no person within the bar 
during the canvass. ‘There was a long table across the room 
which formed part of the bar. I told one of the challengers 
on each side they might turn their feet round towards the In- 
spectors. This was the only liberty I gave. This was that 
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they might take notes of the results. Any other person who 
came in was an intruder, contrary to the rules which were 
made known. Mr. Blatchford was admitted by me inside. 
Mr. Blatchford had been an Inspector before and had been 
sworn at the previous election. He was appointed for the 
year. He brought the skewer there for the purpose of hold- 
ing the votes. Idid not consult him because he was an In- 
spector. He did not pretend to interfere. We then proceed- 
ed to count the votes, Ireland and myself. The clerks kept 
the tally. We counted them off in tens, this was before they 
were opened. One clerk made the number to agree with the 
poll lists of Charter votes. The other clerk made them ten 
more than the list. The clerk put down one for every ten 
counted. Mr. Blatchford had been standing looking on. He 
mentioned to Moore the clerk that he thought on one occa- 
sion he marked twice when he ought to have marked once. 
This was the one who afterwards proved to be correct, who 
made ten over the first time. We did not then count them 
over, but proceeded on the idea that Walker’s count was cor 
rect. We then proceeded to open the votes. We opened 
and put them on skewers, Stilwell’s tickets onone skewer 
and Warner’s on the other. I mean full tickets without any 
writing. Splits and written tickets were put in segar boxes. 
We then counted them off in bundles of 10 and rolled 
them up; the clerks taking memorandums of them. We 
threw them then into baskets. These baskets were put on the 
floor between us and the wall. There was about room for 
a person to pass behind our chairs, but could not pass this 
because there was a table on the right which would prevent 
it. Isaton one side of the table, Ireland at the head of it, 
- and the clerks opposite to me, and the basket on the floor 
between me and Ireland. The people were at some dis- 
tance and separated by a counter extending the whole length 
of theroom. The place was above 2-3rds of the width of the 
tea room. After disposing of the regular tickets we took up 
the split tickets and in that way ascertained that Stilwell 
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had a majority of all the votes. We then stated that Mr. 
Stilwell had a majority. We counted the tickets over that 
night and found that there were 10 more than the Poll lists. 
It was then late and we ordered some supper. One of the 
tables which we used was wanted for that purpose. I as- 
sisted in clearing off one of the tables with the clerks. Iwill 
not swear positively that the black boy did not take the se- 
gar box and. lift it up from one table to the other. There 
were several empty ones, and if he did I cannot say wheth= 
er it was anempty one or not. Iwill swear I did not see 
him do it and I think I must have seen him if he did do it. 
I was assisting and superintending the business at the time. 
We then supped at one. end of the room and the tickets 
were at the other. No one could come in to the tickets ex- 
cept by passing the table at which we were sitting. Mr. 
Gay was the person whom I saw nearest to the tickets in 
that part of the room. He came forward to make a protest. 


This was after supper I think. It was after we had counted | 


the votes, we did not go on afterwards. I do not insinuate that 
Mr. Gay put any tickets in, I am sure he did not and I am 
equally sure no one else did. We then adjourned to the 
next morning. Mr. Richardson came the next morning. ¥ 
think I told him he might sit inside but at a different table 
from which we were. Mr. Ireland did say something like 
what Mr. Richardson stated. That they might overlook him 
if they choose, or words to that effect. I said I did not wish 
any one to overlook me. Imeant itas a reproof. I ‘knew 
my duty and meant to perform it. Ina few minutes after 
T told Mr. Ireland it would not doand they must retire. 
They then retired and there was no person within the en- 
closure afterwards on that day. Thinking there might be 
some mistake we then counted over the bundles and tickets 
again butmade the same number as on the night before with 
Mr. Moore. I then told Mr Ireland there was no other way 
than to begin de novo, in order to comply with the law and 
destroy the 10 tickets that were over. We then folded up 
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all the tickets and put them in the box. I put my hand in 
and turned them all around locked up the box shook it, then 
opened it and drew out 10. I turned my head away put my 
hand in and drew them out I did not see or know what they 
were when I destroyed them. We then counted and the num- 
ber corresponded with the correct list. On the first count 
the votes that were printed were considered regular tickets. 
We did not canvass minutely the written tickets or split tick- 
ets. The written tickets were put among the splits on the 
first evening. There were several written tickets that were 
entire Stilwells tickets and on the last count there were there- 
fore more regular tickets and fewer splits. Ido not vouch 
for the correctness of Richardsons statement. The whole 
number of votes agreed with the Poll list and I was satisfied 
it was correct. When we came in, in the morning the skew- 
ers had been put on the floor and there was one vote on the 
skewer. Itwas not one thathad come out of the box, it was dir- 
ty and had been troddenon and must have been put there after- 
wards. That vote I did not count, and was sure that vote had 
not been in the box, they were all off the skewers the night be- 
fore. Inever went out of the room neither that day or any 
other day when Mr. Ireland was out. I recollect that day 
going out for a moment or two to see Mr. Hall on some busi- 
ness. I left Mr. Ireland there and staid out 2 or3 minutes in 
the bar room. I cant say whether Mr. Ireland went out 
during the time I was out. I did not see Mr. Ireland in the 
bar room while I was out. I might have met Mr. Hall first 
in the entry and then afterwards went to see him in the bar 
room. I donot recollect that Ireland was absent when I re- 
turned. IthinkI should have remarked it if it had beenso. 
I knew what was necessary and felt the responsibility ofthe 
station and I knew that I was watched. I had been told this 
proceeding would be resorted to. I do not think it was pos- 
sible for any votes to be put inor taken out or any alteration 
made in those tickets without my seeing it done. The clerks 
was also presentatthe time. If there were any other per- 
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sons in the bar, they were intruders, my little boy was there, 
Mr. Walsh was alone and sitting in one end reading. Ido 
not think he threw any tickets in. I do not remember any 
other in. Isaw Mr. Gay come in. Iordered him out. I 
saw one other man come in and I told the officer to order 
him out. It was not possible for any one to come in at the 
little door without our knowledge. I do not remeinber Tis- 
dale corning ia or going ont of that door. Blatchford was 
there until we ascertained that Stilwell had a majority. I 
sud Stilwell was elected ina low tone. Blatchford might 
have stated ‘his before I aunounced the majority but not be- 
fo-e [hal told B. that Stilwell was elected. [think it is not 
as stated by Meeks as to Blatchford putting tickets on table. 
Tdidiot check Mr. Blatchtord as to what he said to the clerks. 
While the baskets were on the floor I do not recollect whetu- 
er Bletchford was stan ling over them or not. I think he 
w son the other side of the room. There were several written 
tickets that were regular. ‘There might have been some of 
the Warner tickets. Ido not remember how many there 
were. We thought they agreed and accounted for the dif- 
ference in the splits in that way and I think I stated at the 
time. I state positively that the tickt found in the morn- 
ing on on of the skewers had not been in the box. There 
were some votes laid under one of the Loxes, until we got 
through. We corited them atierwards, they were irregu- 
lar in some way but [ do not know the reason. Some votes 
had a pencil line drawn over the Alderman’s name and we 
hesitated whether to allow them or not, we determined that 
the names were intended to be erased ; I did not count such 
names as were crossed with a pencil mark. Acljourned to 


July Ist at 4P. M. 
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WEDNEE£DAY, JULY ], 18385. 





Mr. Richardson re-examined. 

On 21 day of election Ireland told me that Mason had 
usurped the right of being chiurman and that he had as 
good a right to be Chaizman as Mason had and wished my 
opinion thereon. 

Jacob Princk sworn, 

T was called upon on Saturday previous to the Election, 
by two gentlemen to act as Inspector. I declined doing it. 
They asked me to go to Riley’s, and I went. They urged 
me toserve, an: afier much persuasion, [consented to serve 
as Inspector. Ithouzht Mr. Bruen had power to fill the va- 
cancy, and that I was, therefore, legally appointed by them. 
I went to the Poll on Tuesday morning, the boxes were 
brought in by Ferris, and the Law was taken out of them. 
After a few minutes the person present said if was time the 
Poll was open. Mr. Treland and myself undertook to offi- 
ciate, and Ireland administered the oath to me, and I to 
him. After a few minutes Mason came in, befcre we tcok 
any tickets. What Mr. Mason has stated as to opening the 
Poll is correct. [remained there till about a quarter past 
Ten o’clock, I was assailed by some man now present. 

At Riley’s there were present Mr. Bruen, Glentwall, and 
M son; about ten or fifteen were present. It was put to 
vote, an 1 carried there, that T should be Inspector, so far as 
Iwas ahie to judge, they were all Whigs present. I sup- 
posed that these persons would recommend me to tte Alder- 
minal Assistant, and that they would have me appoint- 
ed. Joha L. Ireland, and J. B. Lester called on me to go 
tothe meeting. “ Ireland was chosen Assessor, and Lester 
“Cullector. I did not take any Charter tickets while I 
“acted.” 
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William Elting sworn, 

I had a conversation with Ireland after the election and he 
remarked to me they had not organized as a Board and had 
never chosena Chairman that Mr. Mason had assumed the 
right of being Chairman, I then said that I understood they 
had selected their Chairman. JT enquired whether they had 
not selected him before. He said no he had not seen Mr. 
Mison previous to his coming in the room that day nothing 
was said of the previous day. I supposed Princk was a 
regular Inspector and acted accordingly. 

William Itandoll sworn. 

Tam a voter in the 15th Ward. During last spring, I 
was there on the day after election, fora short period, when 
they had got through counting. I noticed the boxes were 
taken off one tible and put on a side-table, in a careless 
manner, aud that refreshments were brought in the room.— 
The boy preparing the table, knocked off two or three bun- 
dles; Ispoke to him that he must stay away from there, 
that was private property or sacred property. He picked 
up the bundles. Idid not se» either the Inspectors or the 
clerks there. Isaw Mr. Ireland go out of the room. I did 
n t know where Mr. Mason wag at the time ; 1 think I should 
have seen him if he had been there. Several persons were 
there at the time, and several hats on the table. The prin-, 
cipal thing that struck me was, that the boxes were so ex- 
posed—I mentioned it to Mr. Richardson. 

Cornelius Van Sice sworn. 

I was present at the election all three days. Three In- 
spectors were there when I voted, afterwards I saw two.— 
On one day I saw Mr. Mason alone. He took one ticket 
while I was there—he was a black n.an (Cornish,) was 
challenged and sworn; Mason said he knew he had a vote, 
as he had sold him property enough. Adjourned to Wed- 
nesday, July 15th, at 4 P. M. 





Doc. No. 22.J 194 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 145th. 


Frederick Kk. Moore sworn. 

I was one of the poll clerks at the election. I was 
there when Ferris brouvht in the boxes. He unlocked the 
boxes ; I was preseut during the election except a few mi- 
nutes at a time, and did not sce the Inspectors both absent 
at the same time. A number of times [relind left the reom, 
and voters came up to give in votes, and Mason said he 
could not receive them until Ireland returned. They wait- 
ed forhim. T did not see the black boy remove or touch any 
of the tickets ; it might have occurred without ny seeing 
them. Mr. Mason appointed me one of the clerks before 
the first day of election. There was a difference in the 
canvass; on the second count there was ten more tickets 
than on the first count. : 

Tiromas G. Muntle sworn. 

I was an officer at the Poll; I never saw both the In- 
spectors absent at the same time ; occasionally I was ab- 
sent a few minutes at a time; I was stationed inside; I 
was a candidate on ticket. The testimony of this witness 
was rejected on the ground of interest. Adjourned to Fri- 
day, July 24, at 4 P. M. 

The Committee met. No further testimony was offered, 
and they closed their proceedings. 

THOMAS 8S. BRADY, : 
Committee on 


EDWARD CuRTIS, | § 
D. P. INGRAHAM. awsie. 
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BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN. 


SEPTEMBER 7, 1835. 


Communication from the Commissioners of the Alms 
House, in reply to certain interrogatories contained in a Re- 
solution adopted by the Board of Assistants on the 31st. of 
July 1835. 

Ordered to be printed, and made the Special order for 
the next meeting of the Board. 


Wan. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


To the Honourable the Board of Assistant Aldermen of the 
City of New-York. 

Gentlemen, 

The Commissioners of the Alms House and Bridewell 
have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the following 
resolution of your Board passed the 31st. July 1835. 
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Resolved, ‘*That the Commissioners of the Alms House Re- 
port tothis Board as soon as their convenience will permit, 
the reasons why they were convinced that the location of the 
building now erecting for a Lunatic Asylum on Blackwell’s 
Island is not a good one and their reasons for celieving that 
the expense of its completion would amount to a sum great- 
er than they would feel warranted in expending without fur- 
ther advice as suggested by their communication to this 
Board, under date of June 29th 1835. And that the said 
Commissioners further report their reasons for stopping the 
work.” 

In obedience to the above resolution it affords the Com- 
missioners of the Alms House and Bridewell, great pleasure 
in having the honour to make the following :— 


REPORT. 


The Commissioners beg leave respectfully to state, that 
it is their unanimous wish at all times to communicate to the 
Common Council any information in their possession, that 
may in any way tend to promote the public weal, or that 
they may be called upon to furnish; and that it is their 
great aim to perform the duties intrusted to them in such a 
manner as will best advance the interests of the department 
over which they have the honour to preside. 

In these hurnble efforts they hope to merit the approbation 
of all good men, more especially that of the Common Coun- 
cil of the City of New-York. 

On entering upon the duties of their office in the latter part 
of May iast, the Commissioners found that by a resolution 
of the Common Council they were intrusted with the erec- 
tion of a Lunatic Asylum located near the northern extrem- 
ity of Blackwell’s Island, and that the work had already 
progressed so far ‘as the completion of the greater part of 
the foundations of the northern octagonal building and the 
western wing. 
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Your Commissioners after attentively examining the lo- 
cation of the vuilding, and instituting calculations as to its 
probable cost, arrived at the conclusion that the present lo- 
catioa was not a good one, and that its completion would a- 
mount to a sum greater than they would feel warranted in 
expending without further advice from your Board. Under 
those circumstances they caused the works to be stopped, 
and asked further directions on the subject from your Board, 
as was set forth in their communication to your Honourable 
Body on the 29th June last. 


The Commissioners assure your Honourable Body that 
they approach the subject with more than usual diffidence, 
inasmuch as the duty imposed upon them by your resolution, 
requires them (though not without precedent) “ to review the 


acts of their predecessors.” 


“The reasons why they were convinced that the location 
of the building now erecting for a Lunatic Asylum on Black- 
well’s Island is not a good one,” are, First, that the site se- 
lected on which the building is to be erected, consists of an 
immense quarry of stone, and it is calculated by the Quar- 
ry Master employed on the island, that it will produce Sixty 
eight thousand four hundred and forty four tons of the finest 
building stone in the world, worth at least one dollar each 
ton, of a quality not only superior to any on the island, but 
pronounced by competent judges to be better than any here- 
tofore found within hundreds of miles of this city, nearly 
the whole of which if the building progressed would be en- 
tirely lost. In addition to the extraordinary beauty and ele- 
gance of the stone, it is va’uable on account of the tacility 
with which it can be quarried and worked ; it contains less 
ferruginous matter than most other stone and consequently 
its texture is of such a nature as to require about one third 
less powder and steel to work it. We are further confirmed 
in our estitnate of its great value, by the urgent demands for 
it, and the preference given to it over all other stone by the 
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most respectable and skilful builders ;/ indeed it is held in 
such high estimation by some of our wealthy citizens that 
they have availed themselves of this quarry to erect splen- 
did mansions in the immediate vicinity of New-York, credi- 
table to the taste of ‘this great and proud city.” 


Your Commisioners were further of opinion that the above 
location was not so good a one as could be selected, from 
the circumstance, that if the Asylum progressed on the pre- 
sent site, a large quantity of ground north of it would be- 
come comparatively valueless. A due regard to economy, in 
their judgment, would prompt the location of the building in this 
situation. This piece of land is mostly low and marshy and 
forms the northern extremity of the Island, and which when 
filled-in and properly raised and regulated, will make ac- 
cording to actual survey, sixteen acres and five perches, and 
could be sold as your Commissioners believe, for two thou- 
sand dollars per acre. The filling-in and regulating of this 
part of the island, soas to make it available for building pur- 
poses, can be accomplished with the greatest ease in a short 
time, and with but little expense, by convict labour—and the 
refuse stone and dirt that would accumulate in the adjacent 
quarry if it were worked, would be all sufficient for that pur- 
pose. The substratum of the entire premises consisting of 
rock, would give permanency to the work and render it prac- 
ticable to erect upon it the most ponderous buildings. In the 
event that this low ground should not be occupied for build- 
ing purposes, it would be most desirable, and indeed indis- 
pensable, that it should be filled-in and regulated, for all ex- 
perience admonishes us, that low and marshy situations are 
the continual sources of disease to all who reside in their 
immediate vicinity. 

Another reason which strengthened the Commissioners 
in their opinion is, that the unfortunates who are labouring 
under hallucination ought to be isolated, or removed as far 
as possible from all other public buildings on the island; and 
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it is not unlikely that the future policy, or necessities of the 
Corporation, may induce them to erect buildings for public 
purposes, nearer to this location than is at present anticipa- 
ted. 

Finally your Commissioners are further of opinion that if 
“neighbourhood” and beauty of surrounding scenery are i- 
tems which should influence the Common Council in their 
choice of a location, this particular spot strongly recommends 
itself as presenting those advantages in unusual perfection 
—in every direction around, the eye rests upon cultivated 
lawns attached to some of the finest country seats in the vi- 
cinity of New-York ; in the immediate view of that elegant 
basin Halletts Cove,—the romantic scenery of Hurl-Gate, 
the ferry, the entrance to Harlem, which collectively com- 
bine to present a scene, at once picturesque, beautiful and ani- 
mating—objects of no small importance to that afflicted 
portion of our race, to whose comforts we are most anxious 
to minister, as well by uniting the advantages of external 
and surrounding influences, with judicious internal arrange- 
ments, and from which we might reasonably hope to witness 
the most gratifying results in the treatment of this particular 
class of patients. 

‘The reasons for believing that the expense of the completion 
of the Asylum would amount to a sum greater than we 
would feel warranted in expending without further advice” 
from your Hon. Body, will be briefly stated. It is pre- 
sumable that all who have given the subject that attention 
which it demands, or even a superficial investigation, will 
agree with your commissioners in estimating the cost, that 
the amount of the loss of property which is rendered una- 
vailable by placing the Asylum on this site, ought to be ta- 
ken into account in estimating the actual expenditures incur- 
red in the erection of the building; this, as shown before, 
by the estimate of the quarry master, in the loss of this 
fine quarry, will amount to the enormous sum ot Sixty eight 
thousand four hundred and forty four dollars. 
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A due regard to economy and the interests of the city, in- 
duced the commissioners to take into consideration another 
circumstance which was thought to be of importance, and 
which, among other reasons, was considered an item that 
might legitimately be taken into account of loss in case the 
work proceeded in the present location—it is, that the point 
north of the Asylum consisting of sixteen acres and five 
perches, properly regulated, and surrounded with a suitable 
wall, might become the most beautiful and valuable part of 
the island, worth rising thirty thousand dollars, which other- 
wise would be sacrificed, or to say the least, could not be oc- 
cupied to the best possible advantage. 

In the completion of the Asylum large quantities of stone 
of a peculiar quality will be required for lintels, sills, flag- 
ging, water tables, jambs &c. which cannot be procured 
from any partof the Island except from the quarry on which 
the work is commenced, and consequently if it should be the 
pleasure of the Common Council to proceed in the erection 
of the Asylum on the present site, we would be under the 
necessity of procuring those expensive stone at great cost 
from other sources. 

In addition, the following important reasons were present- 
ed to your commissioners. When they came into office they 
found that the building had proceeded so far as the comple- 
tion of a part of the foundation, and that there were employ- 
ed on the building, one master mason, and une master car- 
penter, at a salary of one thousand dollars each, and also 
about fifty journeymen masons, each receiving one dollar and 
seventy five cents per day, most of whom had to go from the 
city in the morning to their work, and return in the afternoon. 
On maki:g an estimate of the cost of the work so far as it 
had progressed, it was found that about double the amount of 
money had already been expended upon it, which the same 
work could have been contracted for, by competent and re- 
sponsible builders. The conclusion was irresistible to your 
commissioners, that if they allowed the work to proceed un- 
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der the former regulations, the cost of the mason work of the 
whole superstructure would be in the same ratio. 


Your Commissioners are most deeply impressed with the 
importance and necessity of making all necessary provision 
to promote the well-being and comfort of those unfortunate 
persons committed to their charge, whom it has pleased the 
Almighty in his providence to afflict with loss of reason.— 
There a.e at this time, one hundred and thirty of them 
under the public care, ninety-seven of whom are provided 
for at the Hospital at Bellevue ; twenty are boarded at the 
Lunatic Asylum, Bloomingdale, and thirteen are accommo- 
dated temporarily in a building recently fitted up on Black- 
well’s Island. The Commissioners regret extremely, that 
they are not enabled to provide more amply for their accom- 
modation on Blackwell’s Island, which they would have 
been able to do, if the policy of their predecessors had not 
inducea them t» take down a substantial building on the 
Island, one hundred and twenty-five feet in length, origin- 
ally built for nurseries, at a cost of three thousand dollars, 
and which was of sufficient capacity to accommodate at 
least sixty lunatics 

As your Commissioners are intrusted with th: erection 
and supervision of all buildings on Blackwell’s Island, and 
indeed with the expenditures, and whole Police of the 
Penitentiary and Alms-House Department, it may be ex- 
pected of them, in performing their duty, that they will 
make such suggestions from time to time to the Corpora- 
tion, as in their judgment, will promote the comfort and 
well-being of those committed to their charge, and at the 
same time suggest such measures as they may deem con- 
ducive to economy in any important matters that may come 
under their immediate supervision. In performing this 
duty they would beg to be permitted to make some sugges- 
tions in relation to the plan of the contemplated Asylum. 


Tt has been suggested that the building might be erected 


Doc. No. 23.] 202 


agreeably to the present plan, and at the same time save 
the valuable quarry, by reversing the position of the Asy- 
lum, so as to let the foundation, which is already put up, 
and intended for its northern extremity, remain; and build 
the other part north, in a line parallel with the present foun- 
dation. This has been found, on examination of the pre- 
mises, to be impracticable, as. the western wing projecting 
from the northern octagonal building, would approach nearer 
the river than would be desirable ; but your Commissioners _ 
would add, that if the foundation were removed twenty 
feet east from the present site, it would be practicable, as 
there would then be an abundance of ground for the erec- 
tion of the buildixg. 


The Asylum, which has been commenced on the Island, 
is a modification of the Middlesex Asylum, the plan of 
which your Commissioners have examined with attention, 
and with all due deference, are of opinion that it is defec- 
tive in many important points. In the first place, three 
parts of the building are three stories in height, viz—The 
centre and two octagonal buildings, which is deemed by 
the mosi experiencea Physicians, and those who have de- 
voted much time to the study of this important subject, to 
be highly improper ; and they also consider that two stories 
for a Lunatic Asylum, are always ‘‘ more convenient, com- 
fortable and appropriate than any other height,” ‘and the 
most proper medium to be adopted.” 


Another circumstance which is considered vitally impor- 
tant, is, ventilation, and this plan is greatly defective in this 
particular, it having rooms or dormitories almost throughout 
its wh le extent, on each side of the corridors, and conse- 
quently the air respired by the patients, instead of passing 
into the apartments direct, becomes deteriorated two-fold 
by being inhaled by the patients in the opposite rooms.— 
An exemplification of the necessity and importance of free 
ventilation for some classes of lunatics, occurred within the 
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recollection of some of your Commissioners, who have had 
long experience in this department. Two persons having 
delirium tremens, confined in the new wing of the prison on 
Blackwell’s Island, for only twenty-four hours, so deteriora- 
ted the air of the whole wing, as to render it almost irrespi- 
rable to persons coming from without, and doubtless it will 
be necessary to treat many patients of this class, in the new 
Lunatic Asylum. 


Recreation, is also considered by all who have had the 
charge of insane persons, to be one of the most efficient 
means in alleviating the aberrations of the mind, which 
cannot be afforded by the plan proposed in as great a de- 
gree as is desirable, or that can be obtained by other estab- 
lishments, plans of which have come under the observation 
of your Commissioners. In cold and stormy weather, it is 
necessary to close the sleeping apartments of a Lunatic 
Asylum, during the day, which must render the halls that 
have dormitories on each side, as in the present plan, dark 
and gloomy ; these halls being the only places for recrea- 
tion on such occasions, must abridge the pleasures of the 
inmates in their diversions and exercises. This difficulty 
is entirely obviated by having the sleeping rooms only on 
one side of the corridors, which makes the halls always 
light and airy, and enables all to view objects without, du- 
ring the day. 

The aca and ‘“ broad-spreading eaves of the tuscan 
style” are said, by the advocates o: the plan, to enhance the 
grandeur and beauty of the edifice, which your Commis- 
sioners do not deny. In their judgment, however, these 
“ broad-spreading eaves” form an insuperable objection to 
the building. Itis the opinion of experienced mechanics 
that their being constructed entirely of wood, and exposed. 
in this situation more than ordinarily to the weather, and 
the spray from the river, that they would decay, and require 
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to be renewed at least once in ten years. Besides, these 
massive wooden eaves are objectionable on account of fire, 
and indeed your Commissioners have been advised, that a 
Lunatic Asylum ought to be made fire-proof in all its parts. 


Your Commissioners have consulted some of the most 
celebrated Architects of the country, in relation to the con- 
struction of buildings of this description, and have been 
confirmed in their opinion in relation to the ‘“ architectural 
fitness” of the proposed plan for a pauper Lunatic Asylum. 
John Haviland, Esq. a gentleman of acknowledged talents, 
whose reputation is well known to your Honourable Body, as 
being at the head of his profession as an architect, has per- 
mitted your Commissioners to state on his authority, that the 
plan under consideration, has fallen into disrepute in Europe, 
and that the building erected at Limerick in Ireland, in 
1826, the “‘ general features” of which were adopted by the 
Corporation in 1834, with some modifications, is preferred 
as possessing in a greater degree than any other, the requi- 
sites for a Lunatic Asylum—such as ventilation, supervision, 
recreation and classification. 


In an Asylum intended for the treatment of Lunatics, 
your Commissioners agree that in the erection of a building 
* architectural fitness” is desirable, but they do not believe 
that it is necessary to effect a cure of that class of insane 
persons who generally become the objects of the public 
care, that costly buildings or splendid palaces ought to be 
provided for that purpose. On the contrary, they think a 
‘splendid edifice unbecoming a wise philanthrophy, and 
unnecessary for a class of persons brought up in humble 
dwellings and used to homely fare ;’’ it is also their opin- 
ion that it will “be better to sacrifice external display to 
proper internal arrangements and comfort, the former may 
serve to gratify the traveller, but the latter will minister to 
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the happiness, if it do not promote the recovery of the un- 
fortunate Lunatic. 


Respectfully submitted. 


JOHN TARGEE, i 
THOS. T. WOODRUFF, ‘ommiusstoners 


GEORGE LOVETT, oie i 
JACOB BRUSH, ouse an 
Bridewell. 


JAMES H. HART, 
New-York, Sept. 7th, 1835. 
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BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


SEPTEMBER 7, 1835. 


Preamble and Resolution offered by President Whiting, 
relative to the location of the Custom House, and propose 
ing, to the General Government, a site within the Park 
whereon to place that building. 

Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


Wan. Haeaporn, Clerk. 


Whereas an opinion is entertained by many of our good 
citizens that the loca‘ion of the Custom Hous:, now building 
in this city, is not so eligible as it ought to be; that the size 
of the building will be insufficient for the purposes intended ; 
that the great and rapid growth of our Commerce will soon 
require more extensive accommodations than such a build- 
ing can afford: In addition to these, it is conceived that the 
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Post Office Department, with at least all the Judicial De- 
partments of the General Government, ought to be located 
in the same building :—and Whereas the Common Counc.l 
conceive that & proper and due regard tothe duties of t’ eir 
official station renders it imperatively their duty to give 
their best aid tothe General Government, in sach a manner 
as shall benefit and advantage it without injuring themselves, 
and at the same time to protect the interest of the citizens + 
—Therefore, in order to test the opinion of the Con.mon 
Council : 


Resolved, (if the Board of Aldermen concur) that, in or- 
der to enable the General Government, (if, in their wisdom, 
such an arrangement should be deemed advisable,) to com- 
mand sufficient ground whereon to erect a building suffici- 
ently large and Commodious to accommodate all the offices 
of the Customs, the Post offices and the Judicial Depart- 
ments, that the ground now occupied by the Old Alms House 
and fronting on Chambers street, be tendered to the Gene- 
ral Government at a price to be fixed by three disinterested 
individuals to be chosen and agreed upon by the respective 
parties. 


Resolved, (if the Board of Aldermen concur) that such 
site, in the opinion of the Common Council, is the most de- 
sirable as well as the most easily to be obtained at the pre- 
sent time; and, in order to remove any difficulty that the 
Governme::t may labor under from having the present site 


Resolved, (if the Board of Aldermen concur,). that this 
Common Council will, (provided the General Government 
agree tothe first Resolution) take and receive a Conveyance 
from them of the present site, and will pay therefor the prin- 
cipal, interest and costs thereof, and will also refund to such 
individuals who may. have contributed any sum or sums in 
order to secure the present site, with interest thereon. 
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Resolved, (if the Board of Aldermen concur,) that the 


Common Council will aso pay the costs of the present build- 


ing, so far as the same is progressed, in order to save the Go- 
yernment from any loss which otherwise might arise in con- 
sequence of a change of location. 

Resolved, That a Committee of .two from each Board be 
appoiuted to enter into a negociation with the officers of the 
General Government upon this sidvect. 
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DOCUMENT No. 25. 





BOARD OF 
ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


SEPTEMBER 21, 1835. 


Memorial of sundry Citizens of New-York, praying the 
Common Council that Randall’s Island or some other Island 
or place be set apart fora Rural Cemetery or Burial place. 

Reterred to Committee on Public Lands and Places, and 
ordered to be printed.— 


Wan. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


To the Honorable the Mayor Aldermen and Commonalty of 
the City of New York. 


Your Memorialists, Citizens of the City and State of New 
York, would respectfully represent to your Honorable Body : 
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That—the rapid increase of the population of this City, and 
the frequency with which all our cemeteries are desecrated 
or disturbed, as well as other reasons, in the judg':ent of 
your memorialists, render it the imperious and sacred duty 
of the Cominoa Council. immediately to-secure a suitable 
site, and the same perpetually to set apart and consecrate as 
a public cemetery or Burial place for the undisturbed repose 
of the ashes of our tellow citizens. 

And your Memerialists wo ild respectfully suggest to your 
Honorable Body, that, as it.would be impossible to select a 
site sufficiently extensive for the purpose contemplated by 
your Memorialists upon Manhattan Island—or if such a site 
could be secured, as it would be still more difficult perpetu- 
ally to guarantee the sacred enclosure from intrusion and vi- 
olation unless the tide of population and the rage for change 
can be stayed in their course—With these views your memo- 
rialists would suggest—that in their judgment no spot seems 
to be more appropriately fitted.for the object proposed than 
some one of the Islands lying in the East River. And your 
Memorialists would respectfully recommend that Randall’s 
Island be appropriated for this Holy Object... This Island is 
now the property of the Corporation and comprises about 
‘one hundred and eighty acres and could be easily connect- 
éd with the city by a bridge and is capable of high cultiva- 
tion and of being tastefully ornamented and laid out with its 
tombs and evergreens and shaded walks—And the distance 
of said Island from’ the City Hall in the opinion of your me- 
morialists is no well grounded objection to the location, as a 
spacious receiving vault—might be constructed at some con- 
venient place upon Manhattan Island where funeral proces- 
sions might terminate and the remains of the deceased be 
deposited until such time as the friends of the deceased 
should direct their removal to the cemetery. 

And your Memorialists would further represent that .if 
your Honorabie Body-should determine to appropriate Ran- 
dandall’s Island or any other Island forthe purpose referred 
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to, that if something like the following plan, which in’ ‘sub- 
stance-contains the suggestions of our respected fellow citi- 
zen, Jacob Lorillard Esq. should be adopted, the Island 
would be a place of resort for our citizens during the sum- 
mer months, and become subservient to some of the highest 
purposes of Religion and. human duty. 

1, Surveying and setting apart in various parts of the Is- 
land lots of land best adopted for cemeteries containing from 
a quarter to five acres each, to be sold at about first cost to 
such religious societies as may be williug to purchase for their 
exclusive use. 

2. That application be made to the Legislature authoriz- 
ing any society to purchase and hold such lands as cemeteries, 
any law to. the contrary notwithstanding. 

3. That a number of lots be set. apart and held by the 
Corporation of the city for general public burial places. 

4, No dwelling or other building to be erected on any lot 
appropriated for a cemetery except to accommodate the fa- 
mily of a keeper and such building to be of dimensions and 
constructed agreeable to such plan as may be approved of 
by a majority of Directors. 

5. Thirty to fifty acres in intermediate places and of land 
adapted for the purpose be used by the New York Horticul- 
tural Society for horticultural purposes and as an experimen- 
tal and botanical Garden. 

6. A Board of Directors to consist cf the Mayor, Presi- 
dents of the Boards of Aldermen and Assistants, Recorder, 
the Alderman and Assistant of the Ward embracing the Is- 
land, the First Judge of the County Court, the President, Vice 
President and Treasurer, of the New-York Horticultural 
Society, and every Society, purchasers and owners of lots 
for cemeteries, to be represented by electing one repre- 
sentative for every lot of one acre and less, and for every 
two acres over the first, one representative—the majority 
of whom shall make such regulations for the receiving and 
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-interring the dead, the enclosing of cemeteries, the erec- 
tion of buildings thereon, and such other matters and 
things as may, from time to time, be necessary for the pre- 
servation of good order and decency, provided such rules 
and regulations be not contrary to the laws of the State and 
the ordinances of the Corporation. 

And your Memorialists will simply add, in conclusion, 
in the language of the accomplished Story, that a rural 
cemetery seems to combine all the advantages which can 
be proposed to gratify human feelings or tranquilize hu- 
man fears—to secure the best religious influence and to 
cherish all those associations which cast a cheerful light 
over the darkness of the grave. 

And your Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever 


pray, &c. 
Fyler Dibblee, I. L. Hale, 
Samuel R. Childs, J.P, Tappan, 
David Graham, Jr. David Buck, 
8S. B. Woodruff, S. E. Morse, 
H. W. Childs, William Stone, 
Henry A. Little, William W. Campbell, 
Wm. A. Bucher, Jesse .C Smith, 


Robert P. Campbell, John H. Ferris, 
Chas. W. Huntington, John R. Cornell, 
Wm. B. Townsend, William R. Wheaton, 


E. W. Dunham, William N. Noble, 
Charles Colgate, O. E. Huntington, 
T. H. Merry, M. Wakeman, 

J. M. Cholwell, William V. Brady. 


P. S. Parker, 











DOCUMENT No. 26. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTART ALDERMEN, 
SEPTEMBER 21, 1835. 


Report of Ferry Committee on Petition for a Ferry from 
Williamsburgh to Peck Slip. 


Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Committee on Ferries to whom was referred the Pe- 
tition of Abraham Brown, James Ballagh and John v. Me- 
Kibbin and their associates for a Ferry from Williamsburgh 
south of Grand street in that Village to a point in the City 
of New-York as far south as Peck Slip, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT : 


That your Committee have had this subject under consi- 
deration, and believe there is no legal impediment to the es- 
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tablishment of such Ferry, and they are also of opinion that 
if it is established it will be the means of bringing a larger 
and more plentiful supply of produce toour Markets, by less- 
ning the distance between our city and the interior of Long 
Island, as the only Ferry at present to that place is from the 
foot of Grand street, where the press of business is such 
that the public are not satisfactorily accommodated. Your 
Committee are therefore decidely in favor of this applica- 
tion, and would offer the following, Resolutions :— 

Resolved, That a Ferry be established between the village 
of Williamsburgh at a Point south of Grand street in said 
Village, to the City of New-York, at or near Peck slip. 

Resolved, That the Ferry committee be directed to confer 
with the applicants as to the terms and details of the Lease 
and report the result to the Common Council for their ap- 
proval. 

ALEXANDER STEWART. 
JOHN V. GREENFIELD, 
R. R. WARD. 
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Petition to the Honorable the Corporation of the City of 
New-York, for a Ferry from Williamsburgh south of Grand 
street, to a point near Peck slip in the City of New York. 


To the Honorable the Mayor and 
Common Council of the City of New-York: 

The Undersigned, your Petitioners, respectfully represent : 
That in consequence of the relative situation and rapid 
growth of the Village of Williamsburgh, the intercourse be- 
tween it and the City of New-York is very great, and is 
steadily and rapidly increasing; ‘That much inconvenience, 
expense and delay are suffered in such intercourse, as well 
by the citizens of said City as of Long-Island, and the pros- 
perity of the said Village is seriously retarded from the want 
of some more direct and expeditious means of conveyance 
between the Village and the commercial section of the City 
than at present exists :—And in the opinion of the Undersign- 
ed, a Ferry between the southern part of the Village and 
the southern part of the City, across the East River, has be- 
come almost indispensably necessary. 

Your Petitioners therefore pray, that the right to establish 
a Ferry between some point in the Village of Williamsburgh 
south of Grand street, and some point in the City of New- 
York as far south as Peck Slip, may be granted, under pro- 
per regulations, to such applicants as may agree to take the 
same on terms most favorable to the public interests. 


And your Petitioners will ever, &c. 
Abraham Boerum, Brooklyn near Williamsburgh. 


John Stephen, New-York. 
Lewis Sanford, Williamsburgh. 


J. Guild, do 
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John Morrell, 
Thomas T. Morrell, 
John Miller, 
Obadiah Newcomb, Jr. 
Richard Leaycratt, 
Purcell Cooke, 
William Edridge, 

* Tsaac Hunderhill, 
Henry Jackson, 
William Leaycraft, 
Timothy Haggett, 
William W. Watkinson, 
George Cox, 

John Bridgman, 

Po J.Fish, 

John S. McKibbin, 
Joseph Piggot, 
John Snyder, 
Thomas C. Moore, 
F. G. Fish, 
William Henry, 

Eli Corer, 

Samuel T. Shelley, 
Robert Laton, 
Andrew Dickinson, 
Thomas Remis, 

C. J. Gayler, 
Adrestus Fish, 
Henry Cook, 

P. Cantwell, 
Samuel Watson, 

T. Dobson, & Co. 
George Darlington, 
Henry Byrd, 
Lewis Jones, 

John Vanderwort, Jr. 
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Williamsburgh. 
do 
do 
New-York. 
Williamsburgh. 
Brooklyn. 
Williamsburgh. 
New-York. 
Williamsburgh. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
New-York. 
do 
Williamsburgh. 
New-York. 
Brooklyn. 
Williamsburgh. 
do 
do 
New-York. 
Brooklyn. 
Williamsburgh. 
New-York. 
do 
do 
Williamsburgh. 
do 
do 
New-York. 
Williamsburgh. 
do 
do 
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Jonas Macre, Williamsburgh. 
Henry Washington, do 
Thomas Nicholls, New-York. 
John Vandeibeck, Williams urgh. 
Peter O. Remsen, Brooklyn. 
William Wheaton, Williamsburgh. 
David S. Mills, New-Town. 
George Birdsall, Williamsburgh. 
Schenck Way, do 

Paul Post, do 

Jacob Bennet, do 

James Cromwell, do 

Henry B. Gee, do 

Joseph Keech, do 
Jeremiah Grant, do 
Absalom Roper, do 
Ezekiel Clevenger, do 

Nathan Crane, do 

Charles Phile, do 

John D. Barton, Jr. do 

J. H. Shaw, do 
Richard Shaw, do 


It is my opinion that it tends to public accommodation to 
grant the prayer of the above petition. 


FYLER DIBBLEE. 


Joshua Webb, New-York. 
James B. Taylor, do 
Hanes Learned, do 
Temple Fay, do 
Wait W. Wilson, do 
Elijah Gledsage, do 
M. Dysett, do 
P. Freeman, do 
J. Madison Pinkney, do 


John B. Thorp, do 
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John Barnard, 
Isaac R. Freeman 
Benedict Wetmore, 
Augustus Wetmore, 
Oliver Wetmore, 

T. Clough, 

P. H. Hoyt, 

J.J. H. Van Botskelen, 
J. Gayre, 

Charles Vandervoost, 
A. B. Bigelow, 

F. W. Burdett, 
Matthew A. Stacey, 
J. A. Smith, 

C. A. Spofford, 

J. R. Comstock, 
William H. Haseltine, 
George Gantt, 
Samuel Osborne, 
Henry Storms, 
Henry A. Talman, 
G. Cleland, 

E. J. Dantorth, 
William B. Hatch, 
Ezra Juyce, 

W. Wheeler, 
Lewis L. White, 
John C. Halsom, 
John Hunt & Co. 
John Davenport, 
James L. Brown, 
Newell Brackell, 
James Roosevelt, 
J. H. Roosevelt, 
Calvin Huntington, 
Andrew Jackson, 
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New-York. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
17 Warren street. 
do 
77 South street. 
101 Elizabeth street. 
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Elias Dixson, 31 Clarkson street. 
Charles McMahon, New-York. 
John Robertson, do 
Daniel N. Dugan, do 
O. L. Lamb, do 
Peter M. Ottignon, do 
Elisha- Packard, do 
Jonathan Hillman, do 
N. H. Simons, do 
John P. Elwell, do 
William M. Peck, do . 
Lucian Hudson, do 
B. Marsh, do 
Thomas Scott, do 
Ogdle Edwards, ‘do 
John Dullard, Jr. do 
Alexander Mattison, do 
Charles Filmore, do 
William Miles, do 
Richard Stout, do 
Charles Trotter, do 
J. H. Jusett, do 
Andrew Hobb, do 
James Shehan, do 
Robert J. Dixon, do 
W. Wilson, do 
Henry Holt, do 
John Woods & Son, do 
Cornelius C. Stryker, do 
George L. Meachem, do 
J. S. Lewis, do 
- C. S. Ferrett, do 
S. McAlister & Co. do 
Charles H. Judson, do 
Daniel Hicks, Jr. do 


Adams and Howe, do 
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Lapell and Johnson, 
Theodore Mallaby, 
Joshua Merserett, 
Isaac Bitton, 

Oscar Johnson, 
William Caton, 
Thomas Hallily, 
Bogard & Co, 
Gilbert S. Mount, 
Pirdule & Richmond, 
Pitkin & Austin, 
James Wilson, 

J. T. Gilbert, 

John Crawford, 
Thomas Frazier, 
Benjamin W. Payne, 
William R. Lowerre, 
Adam W. Spies, 
‘Daniel B. Smith, 
Samuel Sounsberry, 
D. Hale, 

Jonah Newton, 
Charles C. Marsh, 
James Conner, 

John Mason, 
Archibald Craig, 

D. W. Townsend, 
Charles Farrington, 
J. B. Thorp, 

W. S. Wiralrof, 
Henry Lott, 

W.A. F. Peck, 
Nicholas Gibert, 
Joseph Smith, 
Daniel Stanbury, 
Thomas R. Merceir, 
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New-York. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 








J. B. Bleecker, 

F. H. Bowne, 
William B. Townsend, 
Anson Rogers, 

R. Havens, 

Peter Marks, 

John Merritt, 
Stephen Hendrickson, 
Charles O’Connor, 
William Ballard, 
John A. Ostrander, 
H. C. Spring, 

T. Jones, 

J. Ferguson, 

J. B. Pickering, 
John Hendrickson, 
John Mehegan, 
James Fraser, 

N. Hodgson, 
Abraham Mossman, 
T. Buckley, 
Thomas K. Webster, 
W. Ashdown, 

J. Gordan, 

Michael Conway, 
Hugh M’Ginnes, 
Nicholas Cantor, 
James Service, 
Egbert Nixon, 
Frederick Cook, 

J. Combey, 

John white, 
William Phillips, 
P. Gillin, 

Thomas Garaty, 
W. Farran, 
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New-York. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

16 Chamber street. 
436 Washington street. 
285 Madison street. 
105 Cross street. 

300 Delancy street. 

11 Pell street. 

Morris Court, Hammersly st. 

61 Clinton street. 
474 Washington street. 

63 Orange street. 

243 Stanton street. 

18 Street. 

89 Mulberry street. 

88 Orange street. 

130 Anthony street. 

105 Cross street. 

51 1-2 Franklin street. 
121 Warren street. 
110 Anthony street, 

29 Chatham street, 

30 Watt street, 

Spruce street. 

62 Wooster street 
136 Anthony street. 

do 
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Sanford P. Pye, 
Thomas Murphy, 
John Davork, 
Robert Christie, 
John Edgar, 
Patrick Taylor, 
Thomas McGowan, 
William KE. Langdon, 
George Wyatt, 
Frederick Schucht, 
J. Flanagan, 

A. H. Fish, 

W. E. Taylor, 
James Allen, 

John Moore, 

Peter Ruber, 
William Bary, 
James Gibson, 
Abraham Messerole, 
Elijah Ward, 

J. P. Smith, 
Richard Martin, 
Amos Leeds, 

E. Maltby, 

P. P. Bailey, 

John Delmonica, 
A. S. Montaut, 
Gilbert C. Rice, 
James Ballagh, 
George D. Strong, 
J. Croswell, 

E. H. Gibbs, 

John Allvord, 
Daniel Ewen, 
Edward Ewen, 
John McGloin, 
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23 McDougal street. 
4] Orange street. 
do 
58 Wooster street 
do 
135 1-2 Bowery. 
76 Mulberry street. 
506 Pearl street. 
Mulberry street. 
New-York, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 











William Ballagh, 
C. Chamberlain, 
Robert Flanagan, 
Edward Farley, 
Thomas Austin, 
Francis Silva, 
Daniel G. Phelps, 
William H. Smith, 
James Kelly, 

G. W. Droyer, 
George Derman, 
Edward Dunkark, 
J. H. Dreyer, 
Amzi Hathaway, 
Charles Pope Jun. 
Charles Pope Sen. 
William Atrams, 
Samuel McCully, 
Harrison Hale, 
Otto Torp, 

Rebert Walker, 
Robert Smith, 
Anthony Monday, 
John W. Degraw, 
Ss. T. Andrew, 
John McDonah, 
James Monfort,, 
Wn. S. McPherson, 
Abraham Williams, 
John L. Salisbury, 
Abraham Le’Fort, 
Timothy Vanchork, 
L. F. Varet, 

J. Dermot, 

Geo. W. Andrews, 
Benj. Jarronay, 
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New-York. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
435 Greenwich street. 
125 William street. 
do do do 
139 Pearl street. 
106 Canal street. 
144 Franklin street. 
4 Leonard street. 
Duane St. & Church. 
40 Thomas street. 
360 Greenwich street. 
150 William street. 
465 Broadway. 
411 Greenwich street. 
30 Vestry street. 
Brooklyn. 
Grocer. 
387 Greenwich. 
Corner Pearl & Centre. 
65 Warren street. 
11 Collester street. 
154 Lauren street, 
64 Warren street. 
89 Chatham street. 
93 Warren street. 
147 Pearl street. 
160 Waverly Place. 
142 Thompson street. 
38 Dominick street. 
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Andrew Jordan, 
Thos. Seaman, 
Samuel Graydon, 
Joseph Stewart, 
H. E. Krummel, 
Saml. Frost, 

A. Quackenboss, 
R. H. Teller, 
Charles Deklyn, 
Ezra Ludlow, jr. 
Leonard Ward, 
Alex. Thompson, 
David M. Messerole, 
James M’Cready, 
James D. Sparkman, 
M. Kelsey, 

E. Putnam, 

KE. K. Luqueer, 
E. Putnam, 

John Kent, 

Thos. Wanshe, 
Abm. Messerole, 
James Reme, 
Jobn Van Cott, 
Samuel Spragg, 
Richard, Dutton, 
John Dalton, 

. C. D.. Thurston, 
Henry Churchill, 
James Tilton, 
James Way, 
Benjamin Williams, 
Elijah Mead, 
Warren Monday, 
John Kolyer, 
Abiather Higbie, 
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390 Grand street. 
126 White street. 
90 Elm street. 
121 Brodway. 
95 William street, 
59 William street. 
59 William street. 
do 
do 
do 
do ‘ 
E. Broadway, New-York,. 
Williamsburgh. 
New-York. 
do 
do 
Pine street, N. Front. 
New-York. 
Sheriff street, New-York. 
Williamsburgh. 
do 
Newtown. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 











Elvin Hyatt, 

Hugh Smith, 

P.R. Roach, 

John G. Nelson, 

8. T. Skidmore, 

Jos. Drake, 

Rob. J. Gerard, 

P. L. Mills, 

A. L. Dias, 
Conkling, Herring & Cc., 
R. C. Skidmore, 
Chs. Vicat, 

Eli Merrill, 

Henry F. Bowen, 
Jn. Radcliff, 

Wm. E. Wilmerding, 
Chal. B. Spier, 

Rob. J. Andrews, 
Alex. Nisbet, 

W. Peitrie, 

M. C. Edey, 

Alfred Edwards, 
Lewis Warriner, 
Wm. P. Warriner, 
Reuben Town, 

M. T. Wallace, 

S. D. Hall, 

Charles Dunfree, 

M. L. Williams, 
Henry A. Holt, 
Hezekiah, D. Sharp, 
E. Mann, 

Henry Hogan, 

Peter Garvey, 
Chrystopher Y. Kerr, 
James Dickey, 
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New-York. 
do 
187 Pearl street, 
145 Pearl street. 
147 Pearl street. 
150 Franklin street. 
67 Wall street. 
corner Wall and Pearl street. 
61 Wall street. 
149 Pearl street. 
Washington corner Franklin. 
152 Pearl street. 
173 Perrl street. 
172 Pearl street. 
27 Exchange Place. 
34 William street. 
39 Ludlow street. 
92 Fulton street. 
92 Bowery. 
Bowery. 
Brooklyn. 
‘75 Nassau street. 
73 Nassau street. 
122 Pearl street. 
do 
do 
276 Grand street. 
122 Pearl street. 
12 Pearl street. 
122 Reed street. 
122 Pearl street. 
58 William street. 
392 Cherry street. 
118 Wall strreet. 
66 Henry street. 
98 Gold street. 
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Alex. Gray, 

John Halsted, 
Lawrence Delaney, 
John Guelfoyle, 
John Boyd, 

John Delavan, 
Thomas McMurray, 
B. Hurley, 

James Smith, 

A. Varet, 

Joseph Curtis, 

H. D. Lagan, 

Jno. T. Smith, Jn., 
Abm. C. Draper, 
Anthony Rapello, 
Peter A. Delmonico, 
C. Culanney, 
Robert Diedinshy, 
J. Wholurien, 

E. Gonin, 

Jayren Gendin, 
Moyer Penir, 
Fortune Lecher, 

A. L. Mortain, 

A. Plunkett, 

H. Deluntto, 

A. J. Marion, 

V. Faurbe, 

A. Lautal, 

H. Hoguet, 

Jes. Crossons, 

L. Bonefeuse, 
Paul J. Brette, 
Henry J. C. Eliott, 
L. P. Warren, 
Anthony Chardon, 
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198 Twentieth street. 
148 Waverly Place. 
Orange atreet. 
354 Water street. 
41 Fourth street. 
71 Ridge street. 
95 Mulberry street. 
121 Mulberry street. . 
3 Catharine street. 
30 Beach street. 
167 Elm street. 
436 Hudson street. 
626 Broadway. 
New-York. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
48 Canal street. 
New-York. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 











G. Ashton, jr., 

Jno. T. Howard, 

F. Gaudard, 

J. H. Scovill, 

J. C. Ernenputelo, 
K. E. Bush, 

P. A. Wiley, 

G. L. Morgan, 

- A. H. Dummer, & Co., 
M. Borrows, 
William H. Bowne, 
James Reyburn, 
John Durando & Co., 
W. J. Patto, 

C. Henires, 

J. M. Stewart, 

E. Andanese, 

A. Larhaisels, 

A. W. Chystie, jr., 
Theodorus Pollemus, jr., 
D. Graham, jr., 

A. N. Thompson, 
Charles Baldwin, 
Abraham Manlany, 
J. I. Bond, 

George B. De Forest, 
Henry Davis, 

G. W. Coe, 

William Stewart, 
William H. Maxall, 
J. 8 Carpender, 

B. Nair, 

Waldopell, 

Richard Codman, 

re 8 M’Kinney, 

8. Herkules, 


229 
New-York. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
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VY. Dattionson, 
Mortimer Livingston, 
H. Brinyen, 

C. Gignoux, 
Joseph Averrana, 
L. Ledire, 

Charles Carvile, 
C. G. Newcomb, 
Roberts Roberts jr., 
A. Stoutenburgh, 
E. Parker, 


William Canselgea Jr. 


George White, 
Jobn P. Van Cott, 
Sereph Bergel, 
Edward Caner, 
William B. Devoe, 
John Derrool, 

John Grimshaw, 
John Audell, 
Joseph Conselyen, 
Andrew Stockholm, 
Garret Hulst, 
George Hulst, 

F. Mareon Devoe, 
W. A. Henderson, 
Martin Powel, 
George Doyle, 
Patrick Cadlwell, 
John Carley, 
Michael Donnohu, 
Abraham R. Boerum, 
Oliver D. Water, 
John Van Alst, 
Elias Roberts, 
Jacob B. Boerum, 
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New-York. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

Bushwick. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Williamsburgh. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 











Ellis Roberts Jun. 
Robert Roberts, 
Alexander &. Tuttle, 
John G. Van Cott, 
James Jones, 

Henry Ackerby, 
Robert Lee, 

Jobn Sibson, 

Limon Cooke, 
Justman Mayleardy, 
John J. Beek, 
Abraham Van Alst, 
John Eddy, 

Caleb Smith, 
Nathaniel Parish, 
Joseph F. Dereamus, 
Joseph Tower, 
Robert Lindsey, 
John Marshall, 
James Osborn, 

P. Thomas, 

A. A. Remsen, 
Oliver Vincent, 
Henry Boerum, 

John W. T. Duryea, 
William Duryea, 
William J. Wood, 
Nicholas N. Wyckoff, 
Nicholas Wyckoff, 
J. Repelye, 

G. L. Martin Sen. 
William Scott, 
Charles Hoyt, 
James M. Serprow, 
William Helmay, 
H. Dumort, 
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New-York. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
New-Town. 
Williamsburgh. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Brooklyn near Williamsburgh. 


Brooklyn. 

do 
Bushwick. 

do 

do 

da 

do 
City of Brooklyn. 
Flat-Bush. 
New-York. 
Brooklyn. 

do 
New-York. 

do 
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Walter Merue, 
Louis Decasse, 
Pamicye, 

J. D’hervilly, 

M. Parson, 

William Borroue, 
Richard F. Carman, 
William Raymond, 
Jarvis Scovel, 

John De Be Vaise, 
J. Suydam, 

John C. Debevoise, 
John J. Debevoise, 
Charles Debevoise, 
H. C. Beach, 

John H. Cornell, 
Benjamin Ringold, 
William Spendlove, 
Thomas Hall, 

John H. Harris, 
John Hoespool, 
George Wade, 
George Brewton, 

Ss. S. Brown, 
George Abeel, 
Ebenezer, Cauldwell, 
Jonah Blackwell, 
A.Warner, 

E. G. Howard, 

G. W. Housholder, 
H. Egbert, 

E. B. Stout, 
James Phright, 

D. M. Hodges, 
George Baillard, 
John Lintz, 
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New-York. 

do 

do 

do. 

do 

do 

do 
Brooklyn. 
New-York. 
New-Town. 
Bushwick. 
New-Town, 

do 
Bushwick. 
New-York. 

do 

do 

do 

do 
155 Water street. 
New-York. | 

do | 

do 

do 

do 

91 Water street. 

New-York. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
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Joseph Patch, 

C. G. Ramsey, 

E. Hedge, 

S. Butler, 

John Knight, 

C. N. Wood, 

D. K. Minor, 
Thomas Wood, 

J. Sacket, 

R. Solis, 

Edwin Dickinson, 
Henry Dickinson, 
Wm. Fairley, 
Henry Cunningham, 
Francis B. Morrell, 
Richard Lake, 
William Parkinson, 
William R. Gibson, 
Thomas Morrell, 
John Henry, 
William Harrison, 
Anthony Hustis, 
John McGuire, 
John Ward, 
Robert W. Piggot, 
Edward Munshe, 
Daniel Capies, 
John Mehan, 

A. Lawsenrus, 

8. L. Kennedy, 
Jared Linsly, 
John McNulty, 

N. Munson, 
Samuel Halsted, 
John Carr, 
Melville Kelsy, 
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New-York. 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

co 
Brooklyn. 

do 
New-York. 

do 

do 

do 
Williamsburgh. 

do 

do 

do 
New-York. 

do 

do 
Bushwick. 
East Broadway, 


Corner Market & Division. 


Division street. 
East Broad Way. 
do 
58 = do 
do 
23 Catharine street. 
35 East Broadway. 
48 do 
New-York. 
do 
do 


do 
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Wn. Berrien, * New-York. 
William Halsey, 182 Water street, 
Wm. Murphy, 195 Henry street. 
Ebenezer Griffin, 44 Wall street. 


William W. Campbell, 44 Mott street. 

















DOCUMENT No. 27. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


SEPTEMBER 21, 1835. 


Communication from the Street Commissioner with a list 
of Streets opened by assessment. 
Ordered to be printed. 


Wm. Hacanorn, Clerk. 


The Street Commissioner herewith presents a list of all 
the Streets and Avenues which lie Northerly of First-street, 
on what is commonly called the Commissioners’ Plan, which 
have at any time been opened according to law, by assess- 
ments ; made consequent on orders from the Supreme Court 
of the State, and respectfully suggests the expediency of 


oa 





Doc. No. 27.) ~ 236 


having it printed among the Documents of the Common 
Council, and as auxiliary to the list of Streets and Avenues 
ceded to the Corporation, which has lately been printed by 
their order. 

GEORGE B. SMITH, 


Street Commissioner. 
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DOCUMENT No, 28. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN; 


SEPTEMBER 21st, 1835. 


Opinion, upon the rights of the Corporation respecting 
Old roads. 
Referred to Road Committee, and ordered to be printed. 


Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Petition of Benjamin L. Benson praying that the Com- 
mon Council may pass a Resolution to abandon a certain 
Old road running from Harlem Heights to Roosevelts lane, 
has suggested the propriety of enquiring “whether the fee 
of the roads taken under the different statutes of the state 
of New-York for that purpose by the common council, rests 
in the Public; and whether the Common Council have any 
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right to the same after they have ceased to use such roads 
for public highways.?” 


Strictly speaking the fee of no highway can rest in the 
public; The public can acquire nothing beyond an easement 
or right of passage over a highway, and the fee must be 
vested in some person or persons or body corporate capable 
of being seized of it. 


It does not follow from this however, that the fee of high- 
ways in the city and county of New-York must have re- 
mained in the proprietors of the soil; because the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New-York are a 
corporate body capable of acquiring and holding the fee : 
The true enquiry therefore is, as to the title which the Cor- 
poration of New-York may have acquired to those roads or 
any of them. 


The highways, properly called roads, in the city and coun- 
ty of New-York, appear to have been originally laid out 
either by the voluntary act of the proprietors of the soil, or 
under the authority of an act of the Legislature. Some of 
the former class, such as the Southhampton, Warren and 
Fitzroy roads, were probably designed by the proprietors 
for their own private convenience, but in the lapse of time 
and as the adjacent lands came into the hands of various 
owners, the public began and continued to use them, until 
by such user they acquired the easement of a right of way 
ever them ; others, it is supposed were created purposely 
for the public use by the voluntary appropriation of the ne- 
cessary land by the several adjacent owners. The Middle 
road from the Old Post road to the Harlem heights is said 
to have been laid out in this manner by the Corporation as 
owners of the common lands and other proprietors. As to 
roads which have become public highways by either of the 
above modes, Viz. long user by the public, or primary dedi- 
cation to it, there cannot I think be a doubt that the fee re- 
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mained in the original proprietors, and has vested in the suc- 
cessive owners of the adjacent lands. 


The right to regulate and keep in repair all public highways, 
necessarily belongs to the Mayor, Aldermen and Commo- 
nalty, and therefore they must exercise such controul over 
roads which have become public in the ways above menti- 
oned. For this purpose it is not necessary that they should 
own the fee of the road, they exercise such right as com- 
missioners of highways for the public convenience. 


Cases may have occurred, where actual deeds have been 
executed to the Corporation of New-York of pieces of land 
for the purposes of roads. I am not aware of any such ex- 
cept the ordinary cessions of land for the streets and ave- 
nues as laid out under the act of April 3d, 1807; butif such 
deeds have been made to the corporation for any of the old 
roads on the Island, or parts of them, their effect as to trans- 
ferring the fee must depend upon the terms used in them. 
There is nothing to prevent the corporation from taking an 
absolute fee in such property even though the grant may 
have been coupled with a trust for its perpetual use as a 
public road. On the other hand such grants may have been 
so worded as to create only an estate in fee on condition, 
whereby the title might revert to the grantors whenever the 
land should cease to be used for a public road. 


If the corporation should purchase land and appropriate 
it as a public highway, the title to the fee of the land would 
be in them and the easement in the public. I believe a por- 
tion of the Old Hellgate road lately closed was of this cha- 
racter, and I allude to it to shew that in alegal view of the 
different rights and interests connected with highways on 
this Island, the corporation and the public are not one and 
the same thing. 


Ihave not been able to discover any act of the Legisla- 
ture authorizing the laying out of public roads or highways 
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(other than streets and avenues) upon this Island, except 
the act entitled “‘an act for the better regulating the public 
‘roads in the city and county of New-York” passed 21st. 
March 1787. By this act, the Mayor, Aldermen and Com- 
monalty of the city of New York were created commission- 
ers to regulate and keep in repair the then existing roads or 
highways; and to lay out regulate and keep in repair such 
other public roads or highways as should thereafter be laid 
outin the said city and county. It gave them power to wi- 
den and alter, all public roads and highways already laid 
out to such convenient breadth, not exceeding four rods nor 
less than two rods, as they should judge fit; also to lay out 
and make such other roads as they should think necessary, 
in the same manner, if the owner or owners of the lands 
through which such new roads were to run would on reason- 
able recompence consent to the same.. And to the end that rea- 
sonable satisfaction migh be made for all such lands as might 
be taken and employed for the use aforesaid the said commissi- 
oners were authorized to treat and agree with the owners; and 
if such owners should refuse so to treat, then and in such 
case it was provided that a jury should be summoned to en- 
quire and assess the damages and recompence due to such ow- 
ners under all the circumstances according to their several 
and respective interests and estates in the land, for 
such interests and estates; and the verdict of such jury and 
the judgment rendered thereupon and the payment of the 
money so awarded and adjudged to such owners, or tender 
and refusal thereof was declared to be binding to all intents 
and purposes against the said owners and their respective 
heirs, executors, administrators and assigns claiming any 
interest or title in or to the said land, and to be a full autho- 
rity to the said commissioners to cause the said land to be con- 
verted to and used for the purpose aforesaid. 


The first impression from reading this act would probably 
be that it was intended by proceedings under it to divest the 
ewners absolutely of their title. I am satisfied however 
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tha such was not its purpose or legal effect. The object of 
the act was to provide for obtaining a right to run roads 


over private property either with che consent of the owners - 


or without it, on making them reasonable compensation for 
thus using it. The terms satisfaction, damages, recompence do 
not necessarily mean the price or consideration for the fee sim- 
ple of the land and the use of those terms is much more ap- 
propriate in reference to the mere privilege or easement to 


be enjoyed by the public. 


There are in fact no words used in this law which cannot 
be reasonably confined to this construction and the whole 
tenor and effect of itis such asto admit of no other. It 
neither says that the owners shall be divested of the fee nor 
that the Mayor Aldermen and Commonalty shall become 
seized of it; it merely authorizes the latter as Commissioners 
of highways for the city and county to cause the land to be con- 
verted to and used for the purpose of a road. 


Various acts have been passed to enable the Corporation 
to take land for other public purposes (for instance, Mar- 
kets,) prescribing the same mode of ascertaining by the 
verdict of a jury, the amount to be paid to the owners. In 
all those cases the intention was that the fee of the land should 
pass to the corporation ; and it will be found that those laws 
declare in express terms that on completion of the judgment, 
or confirmation of the proceedings, the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Commonalty should become seised in fee absolutely of 


the land. 


The operation of the above mentioned act of 1787 is pre- 
cisely similar to that of the general laws relating to high- 
ways throughout the state which have been in force from 
time immemorial, and of the present revised statutes on that 
subject; and it has been repeatedly decided by the supreme 
court that the fee of such highways remained in the ow- 
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ners of the adjacent lands subject to the right of way in the 
public so long as that right continued to be exercised. 


2d. John: Rep. 357—15th. Do. 447. Ist. Cowen 238. 


The whole doctrine on this subject will be found very ful- 
ly examined and discussed in the case of Peck vs. Smith 
1 Connecticut Reports 104. and the same principle is there 
settled. 

Iam of opinion therefore that the fee of the Road menti- 
oned in the Petition of Mr. Benson and which was laid out 
under the act of 1787, or of any other road made under the 
authority of that act does not rest in the Corporation of this 
city. 

The next enquiry is, whether the Corporation have any 
right to such roads after they have ceased to use them for 
public purposes, or in other words, after they have been dis- 
continued as highways? 


This leads us to enquire, what constitutes a legal disconti- 
nuance of a highway? 


Wooltych, [believe it is a well settled rule of Lawin England, that high- 
on ways, ways which have once been established as such whether by 
2g reputation, dedication to the public or otherwise, cannot be 
extinguished or closed up except by or under the authority 
of some act of parliament. The rule must be the same 
here, because similar reasons for it exist here. The public 
have an interest in highways of which they cannot be de- 
prived, without the sanction of some Legislative act ema- 
nating from themselves through their chosen representatives. 
The corporation of New-York does not represent the public 
at large in respect to their interest in the highways of this 
city and county, and whatever authority they may exercise, 
affecting such interest, must be derived from the Legislature 

of the state. 








The act of 21st March, 1787, is entirely silent as to any 
power of closing or discontinuing highways, nor can I disco- 
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ver that any such power was in any shape conferred upon 
the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of this city previous 
to the passage of the act entitled ‘An Act authorising the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of New- 
York, to close Streets and Roads,” passed April 20th, 1818. 
Indeed I have been informed, and fully believe, that this 
act was applied for by the Common Council, because, in the 
opinion of their then legal adviser, they had no such power. 


This act prescribes a certain mode of proceeding when a 
road or street is to be closed; and provides that on the con- 
firmation of such proceedings, the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commonalty shall become seized in fee simple absolute of 
the road and may at any time thereafter take the sole and 
exclusive possession of the same. 


Tn all cases, therefore, where an old road has been closed 
under this act, the Corporation acquire an absolute title in 
fee to the land, no matter in whom such title may have been 
vested, before the commencement of the proceedings. For 
the property thus acquired, the Corporation pay a consider- 
ation in the form of damages to those who may be injured by 
the closing of the road; and although the act does not re- 
quire the Corporation to sell the land thus vested in them to 
the adjacent owners, such has been the uniform course pur- 
sued in cases of that kind which have hitherto occurred. 


There is another mode in which such roads may be legal- 
ly closed, not by the direct action of the Common Council, 
but by the operation of an act of the Legislature, entitled 
« An Act relative to Improvements touching the laying out of 
Streets and Roads in the City of New-York, and for other 
purposes,” passed April 3d, 1807. It was under the au- 
thority of this act that the City of New-York was laid out in- 
to streets, avenues, and public places by commissioners ap- 
pointed for that purpose; and the 4th section of this act ex- 
pressly declares that “‘ No square or plot of ground made by 
the intersection of any streets to be laid out, by the said 
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commissioners, shall ever after the streets around the same / 
shall be opened, be or remain divided by any public or open 
jane, alley, street, or thoroughfare.” The language of this 
clause is too clear to admit of any doubt. It specifies an 
event or state of things, upon the happening of which, the 
lane or thoroughfare shall be ipso facto closed, and in such a 
case proceedings under the act of 1818 are in my judgment 
unnecessary. The consequence is that whenever, by the 
actual opening of the regular streets and avenues which sur- 
yound any block, a road or part of a road traversing such 
block, shall cease to be public or open, the parties in whom 
the fee of such road may then lie, can resume possession 
without waiting for any action of the Common Council on 
the subject. 


It might perhaps be said that this provision in the act of 
1807 was not intended to apply to main roads or highways 
(such as the Bloomingdale or old Post road,) but only to lanes 
or bye-roads. I do not perceive room for this distinction : 
the roads, public or open thoroughfare, are sufficiently com- 
prehensive to include every kind of road on the Island, and 
Tam satisfied that the object of the law was to embrace all. 
The Island was to be laid out with such streets and avenues 
as should in the opinion of the commissioners be required 
for public convenience, and it was intended that none others 
should remain to mar the scymetry of the commissioners’ 
plan, and that gradually as that plan came to be practically 
carried out, all others should disappear. 


This would eventually have closed all the old roads on 
the Island; but it was found desirable for public convenience 
to anticipate the gradual operation of this law, by closing 
certain roads without regard to the actual opening of the 
neighbouring streets and avenues, and for this purpose, as 
well as to enable the Common Council to close streets and 
lanes in the lower part of the city, the act of 20th April 1818 
was passed. 
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There are therefore according to my view of the subject 
but two ways in which old roads can be closed, Ist. by regu- 
lar proceedings in the mode directed by the act of 1818, 
and 2d by opening the streets and avenues surrounding the 
blocks or squares through which such roads run. 

When the first mentioned mode is resorted to, the Corpo- 
ration acquire the fee of the road—when a road has become 
closed in the way last mentioned, the original owners of the 
land or those who claim under them are left with all their 
legal rights of scisin and possession. 

I would add that a mere resolution of the Common Coun- 
cil is not in my opinion sufficient to discontinue a public road, 
or to authorize any party to enclose or take possession of it. 

R. EMMET, 

Sepr. 21st, 1835. 
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DOCUMENT No, 29. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


OCTOBER 5, 1835. 


Opinion of the Counsel of the Board respecting the right 
of the Corporation to establish a Ferry from Peck slip to 
Williamsburgh. 


Ordered to be printed. 
Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Committee on Ferries to whom was referred the Pe- 
tition of Abraham Boerum, James Ballagh and John J. Mc- 
Kibbin and their associates fora Ferry from Williamsburgh 
south of Grand street in that Village to a point in the City 
of New-York as far south as Peck Slip, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That your Committee have had this subject under consi- 
deration, and believe there is no legal impediment to the es- 
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tablishment of such Ferry, and they are also of opinion that 
if itis established it will be the means of bringing a larger 
and more plentiful supply of produce to our Markets, by less- 
ning the distance between our city and the interior of Long 
Island, as the only Ferry at present to that place is from the 
foot of Grand street, where the press of business is such 
that the public are not satisfactorily accommodated. Your 
Committee are therefore decidedly in favor of this applica- 
tion, and would offer the following, Resolutions :— 


Resolved, That a Ferry be established berween the village 
of Williamsburgh at a Point south of Grand street in said 
Village, to the City of New-York, at or near Peck slip. 


Resolved, That the Joint Ferry committee be directed to 
confer with the applicants as to the terms and details of the 
Lease. 


Resolved, That the lease to be granted therefor shall not 
contain any covenant on the part of the Common Council 
of this city providing for the appraisal of the boats to be put 
upon the said Ferry or for the payment of any money what- 
ever on the part of the Common Council to the proprietors 
of the said Ferry at the expiration of the said lease. 


ALEXANDER STEWART. 
JOHN V. GREENFIELD, 
R. R. WARD. 


4 
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OPINION OF COUNSEL, 


[ have carefully examined the several existing leases for 
ferries between the City of New-York and Long Island to 
ascertain whether there is any covenant or clause in either 
of them by which the Corporation could now be restrained 
from establishing a ferry between Peck Slip and Williams- 
burgh. 


There are now six ferries established between the city 
and county of New-York and Long Island, Viz. The New 
South ferry, the Fulton ferry, the Catherine street ferry, the 
Walnut street ferry, the grand street (or Williamsburgh) 
fetry and the Hellgate ferry. The leases for the south fer- 
ry,.the Walnut street ferry and the Hellgate ferry contain 
nothing connected with the present enquiry. 


‘In the lease of the Fulton ferry the corporation have co- 
venanted that they will not during the existence of the 
Lease ‘grant establish or open any other ferry between the 
city of New-York and Bacokdy to the southward. of the pres 
sent ferry at Catherine slip.” 


As Williamsburgh is not Brooklyn there can be tio pre- 
tence that this covenant interferes with the establishment’ ‘of 


‘the ferry in question. 


“9d 0 

The Lease for the Williamsburgh Ferry contains a cove- 
nant on the part of the Corporation that they will not during 
the continuance of the term of such lease, establish or grant 
any ferry between Grand street and the foot of 12th street 
on the East River nor between Grand street and the limits 
of the grant heretofore made to Samuel Evans of a ferry.” 
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The ferry here referred to as having been granted to Samu- 
el Evans, was between the foot of Walnut street and Little 
street near the Navy yard on Long Island. 

The limitation provided for by this covenant is confined 
to this side of the East river, and as Peck slip is not within 
the prohibited district, itis clear that the covenant presents 
no impediment to the establishment of a ferry from that 
place to Williamsburgh. 

It only remains now to examine the Lease for the ferry 
between Catherine slip and the foot of Maine street im 
Brooklyn. 

In this Lease it was provided and agreed that it should 
be lawful for the Corporation at any time during the Lease 
without prejudice to the right and interest of the lessees “ to 
establish a ferry across the East River from the foot of Wal- 
nut street or from any point to the westward of it not exceed- 
ing 100 feet, or from any point to the Eastward of it, to the 
Wallabout or to any point to the westward of the Wallabout 
uot exceeding 100 feet to the westward of Little street on 
the Long Island shore.” 


It can hardly be supposed that by this special reservation 
of the right to establish a ferry within the above mentioned 
limits, the corporation have surrendered the right to esta- 
blish any ferry onthe East River not within these limits ; for 
if so, there is no limit to the disability which that body has 
imposed on itself as respects ferries to Long Island. If the 
above clause is to be construed, that whatever right or pow- 
er which is not within the strict letter of the reservation, is 
to be considered as abandoned, the establishment of the 
new-south Ferry was in that case a violation of the implied 
rights of the Lessees of Catherine street ferry and the grant 
of a ferry from the foot of thirteenth street to Williamsburgh 
must be equally so. 


Fortunately however this is not the case. If the permis- 
sion or right thus reserved by the corporation carries with it 
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fi “any implied prohibition or restriction whatever, it could on- 

ly be against a ferry which should strike the Long Island 
shore some where between the Wallabout and a point 100 feet 
to the westward of Little street ; and if it were proposed now 
to run a ferry from Peck slip, say to the Wallabout, instead 
of to Williamsburgh the question might arise whether the 
above clause in the Catherine ferry lease amounted to a pro- 
hibition against such a ferry? 


I confess I do not think it would, because I view the in- 
} sertion of the above provision in the Catherine ferry lease, 
in the following light. 


cee: It is arule of law with respect to ferries, that no party 
he has a right to erect a ferry so near to one already establish- 
3, edas todraw off its business or custom and diminish its 
i profits. The establishment of a ferry within 100 feet west- 
Do. TH. wardly of Walnut street on this side, and within 100 feet 
Younge s P 
wiskep Westwardly of Little street on the other, might have had that 
Tim effect on Catherine street ferry, or the Lessees might have 
}. 606. pretended that such would be the effect and have opposed. 
the establishment of such ferry on that ground. To guard 
against such an objection and to make sure of the right to 
| establish such a ferry if necessary, the corporation took the 
precaution to have that provision inserted in the Catherine 
I street ferry lease. It is a special agreement confined to 
the right to establish such a ferry provided it shall not 
come nearer to the Catherine street ferry than two given 
points, one on each shore, and it operates no further 5 
and the question whether any proposed new ferry can in- 
terfere with the rights of the Lessees of the Catherine street 
ferry is not to be determined by that provision in their lease 


but by the rule of law above referred to. 


\ 





' Whether this view of the above clause in the Catherine 
ferry lease be correct or not, is unimportant as regards the 
; present enquiry. It is sufficient tosay that there is nothing 
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in that lease which can affect the right of the Corporation to 
establish any ferry to Willamsburgh. 


I conclude therefore by stating that I can discover nothing 
in any of the existing Leases for ferries between this city 
and Long Island which offers any impediment to the esta- 
blishment of a Ferry from Peck slip to Williamsburgh. 


Sepr. 29th 1835. 
R. EMMET. 











DOCUMENT No. 30. 


BOARD OF 
ASSISTANT ALDERMEN; 


SEPTEMBER 2lst, 1835. 


Opinion in the matter of the late Charter Election in the 
15th Ward, delivered by Mr. Ingraham in the Board of As- 
sistants. Ordered to be printed. 

Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


vacate the late Charter Election 


In the matter of the petition to 
in the 15th Ward. 


The election in the 15th Ward for charter officers is con- 
tested by the petitioners on two grounds : 
1s. That there has been no legal election. 

2d. That if there has been a Board of Inspectors 

legally organized, still the election ought to be set 

aside on account of the intrusion of a person unau- 

thorized to act as an Inspector, and on account of 
various irregularities in conducting it. 
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In regard to the first point it is contended by the petition- 
ers, that the Inspectors did not organize as a Eoard of In- 
spectors, and that no oath was legally administered to the 
Tnspectors, or to the Clerks. 

It appears to me that neither of these positions has been 
sustained by the evidence. 

The testimony of Ireland, Meeks Walker, Mason, and 
Princk clearly proves, that Mason and Ireland were at the 
place of election before the opening of the poll, that Mason 
as chairman administered the oath to Ireland, and Ireland 
to Mason; that Mason then administered the oath to the 
clerks ; after which the poll was opened. 

Ireland states positively, ‘‘I appointed Mason chairman, 
to which he assented,’”’ and Mason states that he administer- 
ed the oath as chairman. Thus both of the legal Inspectors 
agreed thit Mason should be Chairman, and as such he ad- 
ministered the oaths. 

This testimony is positive, and it comes from individuals 
who alone could testify positively on this subject. The tes- 
timony of Meeks, and W alker that they did not see the ap- 
pointment of a chairman before the opening of the poll, is 
mere negative testimony, and cannot destroy the other evi. 
dence. Nor should the declarations of Ireland, as proved 
by Richardson, and Elting in conversation, ‘‘ that Mason had 
assumed, or usurped the right of being Chairman” be consid- 
ered sufficient to invalidate his positive statement under 
oath, and that supported by the testimony of the other In- 
spectors. Such declarations can only apply to the credibil- 
ity of the witness, and when his evidence is sustained by 
others who are not impeached, it is not to be disbelieved for 
such a cause. Besides, these declarations were probably 
made under political excitemei:t, and might not, on subse- 
quent reflection be confirmed. 

By § 4 of the amende:| charter of the city of New-York, the 
general laws in regard to Inspectors of elections are made 
applicable to the election of charter officers for this city. 
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By 414 of title 2.ch. 6 pt. 1 of Rev'd Statutes, (1 vol. 
B.S. p. 129) itis provided that the Common Council of New- 
York, and of other cities in this State therein named, shall 
on or before the 2d Monday of October in each year choose 
three Inspectors for the ensuing year. 

By § 16 it is provided that any two of such Inspectors may 
act. 

By § 1 article 1 Tit.4Ch. 6p. 1 (1 R. S. p. 182,) it is pro- 
vided that the Inspectors of each town or ward shall meet 
at the time, and place when, and where an election shall 
have been appointed to be held, and shall proceed to orga- 
nize themselves as a board for the purpose of presiding at 
and conducting such election. 

§ 3 provides that such one of their number as the Inspec- 
tors shall appoint shall be chairman. 

§ 4 provides that the chairman shall administer to the 
other Inspectors the oath of office, and the same oath shall 
be administered to the chairman by one of the other Inspec- 
tors. 

By § 4 title Sof the same Chap. 1(R. S. p. 150,) it is pro- 
vided that a majority of the Inspectors may execute all the 
trusts, and duties required to be executed by the Inspectors. 

So far as I can judge from the testimony, these forms were 
essentially complied with. It was not necessary where only 
two Inspectors were present, to go through a formal ceremony 
of choosing a Chairman, either by ballot or otherwise, when 
both were agreed asto which of the two should act in that 
capacity. The assent. of both was clea ly expressed. No 
particular mode of choosing a Chairman is prescribed by the 
statute, and this matter is left to the discussion of th.» In- 
specturs. This was exercised by them in the manner here- 
tufore stated, and the mode adopted by them I an satisfied 
was valid. 

Ihave left out of view entirely th proceedings in regard 
to Princk, and also the proceedings between Princk and fre- 
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land before Mason’s arrival. The next enquiry will bedid 
those proceedings affect the legality of this organization by 
the Inspectors? The oath administered by Ireland to Princk, 
before Mason’s arrival, was undoubtedly an illegal proceed- 
ing, unless Ireland intended by that act to appoint Pricnk 
an Inspector, which at that time, in the absence of Mason, 
he had an undoubted right to do. (See § 4 tit.8 ch. 6 pt. 1 
Rev’d Stat. 1 vol. p. 15v.) Had he appointed Princk an In- 
spector before Mason’s arrival, and sworn him in as such, 
his acts throughout the election would have been valid. But 
this is not pretended on either side, and it is evident that 
throughout the whole proceeding, both Ireland and Mason 
acted under the belief that Princk was duly appointed an In- 
spector. On the arrival of Mason, the o:th administered to 
Princk by Ireland was declared to be illegal by Mason, and 
was then treated by all as of no effect and void; as no act 
was done by Princk or Ireland in regard to the election until 
after the oaths were administered by Mason to them, that 
whole proceeding may with propriety be thrown aside as 
entirely unconnected with the election. 

The swearing of Princk as an Inspector could not affect 
the organization of the Board of Inspectors. There were on- 
ly two legal Inspectors present, Mason and Ireland, Pricnk 
did not administer any oath to either of the Inspectors or 
Clerks. The oaths between Mason and Ireland I have be- 
fore shown were properly administered and the choice of 
chairman was sufficiently in accordance with the statute to 
make it valid. The Board of Inspectors was fully organized 
as soon as Ireland had taken the oath. The oath adminis- 
tered to Princk by Mason afterwards must be viewed as not 
constituting any part of the proceedings necessary to their 
organization, as a board andas entirely superfluous. 

Had Princk administered the oath to the Chairman, or ta- 
ken a part in controlling the proceedings of the Inspectors to 
organize themselves, a different question might be presented. 
But this was not the case. There is no evidence whatever 
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of Princk’s interference in any way. He remained a silent 
spectator until all the proceedings necessary to the full orga- 
nization of the Board of Inspectors had taken place. Nor 
does the fact that Ireland had previously administered an 
oath to Princk affect this view of the subject. The choice of 
chairman was not made until Mason’s arrival after this pro- 
ceeding between Ireland and Princk had taken place, 


The choice of Princk by a political meeting on the previ- 
ous evening for Inspector was also urged as an argument by 
the counsel for the petitioners to show, that an attempt was 
thus intentionally made to interfere with the rights of the vo- 
ters; but it appears to me that this proceeding was, as is 
very common in such cases, a mere recommendation on the 
part of those assembled to the representatives of the ward in 
order that Princk might be appointed as an Inspector when 
the next meeting of the Common Council should take place. 


How far the subsequent acts of Princk as an Inspector af- 
fected the validity of the election will be considered in the 
other branch of the subject. 


From the whole of the evidence, it appears to me that the 
first objection has not been made out, but that the forms of 
the election law asto the organization of the Board of Inspec- 
tors, and the swearing of the clerks were essentially com- 
plied with. 

The second ground on which thiselection is objected to is, 
that the same is illegal, and ought to be set aside on account 
of the intrusion of an unauthorized person as Inspector, and. 
on account of various irregularities, in conducting the elec- 
tion. 

This objection is one of greater importance than the other, 
and one which in some circumstances might render the elec- 
tion void. 

It appears from the testimony that Princk having been 
sworn as an Inspector acted as such for about two hours and 
anhalf on the morning of the first day of the election, dur- 
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ing which time from 127 to 150 votes were received ; that 
during all this time Princk had charge of the Mayor's box, 
and received the votes for Mayor. 

It also appears that Princk never had charge of the Char- 
ter box, never received a charter ticket, and did not in any 
way interfere in regard to the votes previous to his leaving 
the Poll, otherwise than receiving from the chairman the 
votes for Mayor. 

There is no evidence that any votes was rejected while 
Princk was present, on the contrary the testimony of Ireland 
is positive, that Princk did not act in regard to the charter 
box, that allhe did was to receive the Mayor’s votes, and put 
them in the box, ani ‘that he had no opportunity with nor 
access to the charter box.” 

Had the Charter box been placed under Princk’s controul, 
or had he received the votes, or interfered as to the admis- 
sion, or rejection of votes, then a different state of facts 
could be presented, on which it is unnecessary now to ex- 
press an opinion. Nor is it material to this cause to consi- 
der, how far his receiving the Mayor’s votes might be objected 
to, in regard to the Mayor’s election. It is clearly proved 
that nothing was done by him at all interfering with the elec- 
tion of the Charter ticket. ‘The votes were received by the 
legal Inspectors, admitted by them, put by them in the Char- 
ter box and kept under their control entirely free trom any 
interference on the part of Princk. 

It is very evident from the testimony, that Princk’s aiding 
as an Inspector did not in any way affect the result of the 
election. Had he been a legal Inspector, the result would 
have been precisely the same; his being present as such 
through mistake without any interference on his part, can- 
not be sufficient to vacate the election, and thus to thwart 
the will of a majority of the electors. 

The remaining question is—whether the irregularities which 
have occurred ate such, as to render it necessary to set aside 
the election. 
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The irregularities complained uf on the part of the peti- 
tioners, in addition to the acting of Princk, are :— 

Ist. That the boxes were not examined before re- 
ceiving votes. 

2d. That the boxes were not locked. 

3d. The receiving of votes by one Inspector in 
the aksence of the other. 

4th. The absence of both Inspectors at the same 
time from the Polls. 


5th. The exposure of the tickets during the can- 
vass. 

6th. The interference of unauthorized persons with 
the canvass. 


Some of these allegations are proved by the witnesses on 
the part of the petitioners, but many of them are also con- 
tradicted by witnesses on the other side. 

There is no evideuce that the boxes were not examined, 
but on the other hand Ireland states “I looked into the char- 
ter box and I think the others.” 

Mr. Meeks says, “The Charter box was unlocked by 
Ferris the officer, and the books taken out, I shut the lid 
down and left it so. I put the Charter box in the centre and 
in removing the boxes, the lid of the Charter box came open. 
While Ireland says “I think the boxes were locked when 
the poll was opened” and Mason says. “I saw the key 
was in the charter box. I tried it and it was locked.” 

Meeks says, “I saw, Mason alone present when votes 
were received, I saw one vote taken by Mason. 1 do not 
know the name of the voter. He was acoloured man,” 
Van Sice says, ‘‘one day I saw Mason alone. . He took one 
ticket while [ was there. He was a black man.” While 
Walker says, “‘No votes were at any time received when 
only one Inspector was present,” Mason says, “I have no. 
recollection of taking a vote when the other Inspector was 
absent—I do not think I did so. I was aware of theneces- 
sity of both being present,” and Moore says, “A -number 
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of times Ireland left the room, and votes came up to give in 
votes, and Mason said he could not receive them until Ire- 
land returned.” 

Similar contradictions occur in relation to most of the 
alleged irregularities on the part of the Inspectors, and it is 
difficult correctly to ascertain to what extent these irregula- 
rities actually existed. They may on the one side-have been 
unintentionally magnified, and on the other lessened through 
the excitement usually attendant on contested elections. 

That the Inspectors were guilty of negligence, or careless- 
ness, and that the tickets were exposed toa greater degree 
than the Inspectors should have allowed, is proved, and that 
Mr. Blatchford assisted in moving the files with tickets, and 
in turning the tickets from the basket on the table for the In- 
spectors is also in evidence—but there is no testimony what- 
ever, showing any change in the votes from these causes, or 
any reason for supposing that such change took place. The 
testimony in regard to a person having thrown ten ballots in- 
to the basket during the canvass, is nothing but the declara- 
tion of an individual not under oath. His declaration to Mr. 
Gay that he had thrown 10 tickets into the basket certainly 
should not be a sufficient cause for vacating the election. It 
was in the power of Mr. Gay by giving the name of the in- 
dividual, when requested by the Committee, to have the po- 
sitive proof furnished if such was the fact. 

Nor is the variation of 10 votes in the two counts of the 
tickets conclusive to show, that such 10 tickets had been 
thrown in in this manner. Mr. Walker testifies that the 
clerks disagreed in their tallies 10 tickets, and. it was observ- 
ed atthe time, astestified by Mason, that Moore was told, he 
had on one occasion marked twice when he ought to have mark~ 
ed once—and Moure’s count afterwards proved to be correct. 
—Besides it is proven on the same strength of testimony 
which establishes that any tickets were thrown into the bas- 
ket, that they were the Warner tickets. The Petitioners who 
seek to vacate the seats of the present incumbents, cannot 
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allege that thei: wishes were defeated by the introduction of 
ten Warner tickets, as this would only tend to decrease the 
amount of the majority in favor of the other candidates. 

This principle was decided by the Supreme Court of this 
state, on a quo warranto in the case of Murphy and others, 
where it was alleged that unlawful ballots had been put in. 
There the Court say :— 


“For aught that appears, the spurious ballots were for the 
ticket which was in the minority. To warrant setting aside 
the election, it must appear affirmatively, that the successful 
ticket received a number of improper votes, which if reject- 
ed would have brought it down to a minority. The mere 
circumstance that improper votes were received, will not vi- 
tiate the election. If this were otherwise, hardly an election 
in the state could be sustained.” 7 Cowen, p. 153. 

In that case the votes were received by Inspectors, »n1 
were said to be illegal—It is true they were put into the 
box during an election, and not clandestinely as is alleg- 
ed in the present instance, but the principle which appears 
to have governed the Court was, that the will of the Majo- 
rity had not been defeated by the illegal votes, and the same 
principle may be extended to the present case. 


such appears to me to be the true rule in determining this 
question. Have these irregularities, which occurred through 
negligence, or carelessness on the part of the Inspectors, af- 
fected the result of the election, or have they been such as to 
place the result in doubt ? 


If they have, then the election should be set aside, and a 
new election ordered; butif, as it appears to me isthe case, 
no change has taken place in the result of the election, and 
the will of the electors has been fully and clearly expressed, 
there is nothing to warrant this Board in declaring the elec- 
tion void. 


Nor does the decision of the Common Council in regard 
to the charter election in the Sixth ward in 1833, present a 
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d ifferent precedent. It does not appear from the published 
proceedings of either Board, what were the causes for which 
that. election was vacated, except in the resolution adopted 
by ‘the Boards, 1 nor on what testimony they acted. The rea- 
gons contained in the resolution vacating the said election 
is, that by means of the irregularities complained of “the 
{rue results of the said election so held in the sixth ward, is 
obscured, ‘rendered doubtful, and not ascertained according 
to'law.” 
See proceedings of Board of Aldermen vol. 5 p. 85. 


Such'is not the case in the presentinstance, It is not al- 
lezed that the result of the election has been changed, or 
even been renderéd doubtful, on the contrary the will of the 
voters has been fairly expressed, and the determination of a 
majority of the voters has been carried into effect, and there- 
fore this case does not come within the rule established by 
that decision. 


The too frequent recurrence of elections is to be avoided 
except when necessary for the public interest, or where the 
rights of the electors have been disregarded, and if every 
variance from the strict rules of the election laws is tu be 
sufficient to vacate an election, not a year would pass with- 
out having special elections in this city. 


‘I must therefore adopt the conclusion, that though there 
has been'a course of negligence on the part of the Inspec- 
tors of this election in swearing Princk as an Inspector with- 
out requiring evidence of his appointment, in the irregulari- 
ties which occurred in conducting the election and in the unne- 
cessary exposure of the ballots, yet that under any view of 
the subject these irregularities, and departures from the 
forms of the election law are not sufficient to justify this 
Board in vacating this election, without proof that the result 
of the election had been affected, or rendered doubtful, or 


that the will of a majority of the electors had not been-car- 
ried into effect: 
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Whereupon, Mr. Ingraham offered the following Resolu- 
tion, which was unanimously adopted :— 

Resolved, That in the matter of the late Charter Election 
in the 15th Ward, so far as the same relates to the election 
of Richard R. Ward, for Assistant Alderman, although there 
are some irregularities proved onthe part of the Inspectors, 
which ought not to have occurred ; yet it appears to this 
Board, that the same did not affect the result of the said 
Election, and that the will of the Electors of the said Ward 
was not defeated thereby. Therefore this Board do declare 
that the said Richard R. Ward is duly qualified to sit in the 
this Board as the Assistant Alderman of the 15th Ward. 
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BOARD OF 
ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 
OCTOBER 13th, 1836. 


Memorial of the late Commissioners of the Alms House 
&c. and Members of the Committee on Blackwell’s Island 
and Long Island Farms, of the last Common Council, on 
the subject of the Lunatic Asylum. 


Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


Wn. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


To the Honorable the Common Council 
of the City of New York. 


Tue Memortat of the undersigned late Com- 
missioners of the Alms-House, or members of 
the joint committee, on Blackwell’s Island, and 
the Long Island Farms of the last Common 


Council. 
Most REesPEcTFULLY represents :— 


That your Memorialists have recently obtained copies of 
the Report of the Commissioners of the Alms-House, made 
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to the Board of Assistant Aldermen, dated September 7th, 
1835; and are of opinion that they owe it some notice to 
prevent the effect of inferences affecting themselves, 
which the report will warrant, and which their silence will 
be construed as admitting to be just; and in order that the facts 
may be correctly understood. Your Memorialists took a deep 
interest in the Lunatic Asylum, during their continuance in 
office , bestowed much time, and acquired some information 
upon the subject ; and they yet’ feel bound to the public in- 
terests, to the people and the cause of charity, to aid the en- 
terprise. The speedy completion of the Asylum is a matter 
in which the poorer and labornig classes have a great inter- 
est ; the number of them, who become insane is very great, 
in proportion to those who are more at ease in their circum™ 
stances; and if visited by this dreadful dispensation of Di- 
vine Providence, they became at once dependent upon the 
public charity... Your Memorialists therefore, when in office 
felt, that gréat exertions were due from them to furnish an 
asylum for the insane poor, that would promise some relief 
to its inmates, in place of the present Hospital, to the in- 
mates of which, hope even, is almost denied : Such an Asy- 

lum, they believe, that would be which the last Common 

Council ordered to be built. 

The points which the aforesaid Report professes to con- 
sider, are two, namely—That the location selected ‘is not 
a good one;” and. that the expense of the Asylum which 
your predecessors ordered to be built will be unwarrantab le. 
The conclusions which the Report seems intended to support, 
are, that the late Boards, their Committees, and the late 
Commissioners of the Alms House, directed the Building to 
Bé'erected upon a site, which is of a value to the city, 
which will not justify its use for the purpose; That they 
were proceeding to erect the edifice at an expense double 
what it ought to cost; That the Building adopted, is false in 
its principles, and not as well adapted to the purposes for 
“Which it is’ designed, as another which has been proposed. 


EE OL — 
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If these positions are true, your predecessors, and especially 
your Memorialists, who recommended the measures adopted 
by the last Boards, are guilty of a dereliction of duty.. ar 
they are not true, the wrong will lie with others. . 
It appears that the aforesaid Report is intended to give the 
reasons of the Commissioners for the opinion expressed by 
them, intheir communication to the Board of Assistants dated 
the 29th of June last, and contained in Doc. No. 14. They say 
the location “is not a good one?” Is not a good one for 
what? Why, undoubtedly, for a Lunatic Asylum. — It 
would be supposed then, that the reasons by which such a 
position would be supported, would be those relating to its 
salubrity, its adaption to the curative treatment of insane 
patients, its convenience in respect to the management 
and government of the institution; its features affecting its 
police. No reasons are contained in that Report, addressed 
to either of these points, of salubrity, treatment of patients, 
economy or police, saving and excepting what is said on 
page 198, in respect to the deleterious inflaence of the low 
ground at the northern end of the Island, and the eulogy of 
the site, contained on page 199; the arguments though ar- 
ranged under this head, are solely applicable to another. 
“« The reasons” given in the Report in support of the’ posi- 
tion, “that the location of the building * * * is not a good 
one, are first that the site selected * * * * consists of an im- 
mense quarry of stone, and it is calculated * * * that it will 
produce 68,444 tons of the finest building stone in the world, 
worth at least $1 each ton.” Second, that a large quantity 
of ground North of the site would become comparatively 
useless : That this piece of land is mostly low and marshy ; 
contains sixteen acres and five perches of land; and “ when 
filled in and properly regulated,” could be sold for $2000 per 
acre—That the filling in and regulating could be done with 
but little expense by convict labour”—That the refuse stone 
and dirt from the quarry would be all sufficient for that pur- 
pose.—That at all events, this low ground must be filled in 
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and regulated ‘for all experience admonishes us that low 
and marshy situations are the continual sources of disease 
to all who reside in their immediate vicinity,” (p. 198.)— 
Third, that the insane ‘“‘ ought to be isolated or removed 
as far as possible from all other public buildings on the Is- 
land; and it is not unlikely that the future policy or necessi- 
ties of the Corporation may induce them to erect buildings 
for public purposes, nearer to this location than is at present 
anticipated.” 

These several positions or grounds of opinion, may be 
proper subjects of consideration on an inquiry as to the ex- 
pediency or prudence, or economy, of putting the building 
on the selected site—but do not touch the point, that the lo- 
cation is nota good one for a Lunatic Asylum. Indeed, the 
excellence of the site for a Lunatic Asylum is strongly en- 
forced by the Commissioners themselves, in their Report on 
page 199, and in opposition to their previous reasoning. In 
answer to the position of the Report, we submit, that the pe- 
culiar fitness and excellence of the spot, and its superiortiy 
to those of all other similar Asylums, is strongly commend- 
ed by Dr. Macdonald in his very able Letter on this subject 
to the Hon. Stephen Allen, contained in Doc. 101 of March 
1834, (see page 832 ;) that it has received the highest com- 
mendation of Dr. White ; that the skill, science, and practice 
of these Physicians in the treatment of the insane, and their 
acknewledged talents, gives to their opinions the force of 
high authority. The views of your Memorialists in re- 
spect to the excellence of the situation for the Asylum are 
found in Doc. 38 of the Board of Assistants, and 54 of the 
Board of Aldermen of the last year. They believe that no 
site superior to it for an Asylum for the cure of the insane, 
is supplied by any spot within the precincts of this City. 

Your Memorialists have no personal motives for urging 
the excellence of this site for the Asylum beyond its merits ; 
they are not entitled to the credit of having selected it ; such 
credit is due to the Committee and Commissioners of 1833- 
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4, at which time the present Commissioners, Messrs. John 
Targee, Thomas T. Woodruff and George Lovett, with their 
then asociates, Messrs. Ostrander and Roosevelt were Com- 
missioners of the Alms House. Your Memorialists have 
only to sooth themselves with the reflection, that they had 
taste and knowledge, and sense enough not to differ from 
their opinion. 

It is not said in the Report, that the location selected ts 
unhealthy—though such an idea would seem intended to be 
conveyed. This low ground is a salt meadow, but itis no 
where stated in the Report that such is the fact, and that the 
ground though low is not marshy. It is not known to your 
Memorialists that salt meadows or marshes were ever con- 
sidered unhealthy. 


As to the remaining objection “that the future pelicy or 
necessities of the Corporation may induce them to erect 
other buildings for public purposes nearer to this location 
than is at present anticipated”—the idea is a novel one for 
Legislators to act upon. It results in this, “do nothing lest 
by possibility you may do wrong.” Your Memorialists but 
remark that they thought it their duty to look as far into fu- 
turity as their short vision would allow ; to settle the policy 
of the City by the exercise of their best powers, in refer- 
ence to its probable wants; to design the buildings and its 
appurtenances with reference to its intended purposes. 
That being done, their wisdom had reached the limits of 
its exercise. 


The cost of the Asylum.—Under this head, the facts and 
circumstances urged by the Commissioners against the lo- 
cation, are by them, here again made to perform a second 
duty; but they are applicable here, (if any where.) The 
language used under this head involves a charge against 
your Memorialists of gross, wilful or negligent extravagance 
in the appropriation of the public property; and the same 
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charge impliedly at least, is contained in the grounds used 
in support of the petition. Let us see how this matter 
stands—the Commissioners in their Report state, that the 
quarry will be lost by placing the Asylum on ‘the proposed 
site, andthat “the loss of this fine quarry will amount to 
the enormous sum of $68,444.” Are the Commissioners 
correct in this fact, even on the assumption that the estimate 
is correct, (and your Memorislists do not intend to express 
a doubt of it,) that the quarry will yield, if worked, 68,- 
444 tons of stone? We say no, “1st. The value of the 
stone is stated in the Report to be one dollar per ton; and 
when estimating the. value of the quarry, (which your Me- 
morialists and their coadjutors, were se extravagant as to 
throw away at a loss of $68,444 as they assert,) no deduc- 
tion from this amount of gross sales is madefor the expense 
of quarrying and delivering. 

“2nd. No stone was ever sold from Blackwell’s Island, 
previous to the present Commissioners coming to office, (and 
your Memorialists are not informed that any has since,) for 
more than 75 cents a ton; and previous to June 1884, it 
was sold at 621-2 cents per ton. This reduces the value of 
the quarry one quarter.” 

The actual value to the City of working the quarry, can 
be ascertained only by comparing the expense of each 
prisoner to the City, with the produce of his work, and 
your Memorialists do not possess the materials for making 
the estimate; though from what they have seen, they be- 
lieve it to be very small. But in the second place, there 
is no necessity of losing the quarry if it be expedient to 
work it. Your Memorialists contemplated so doing, and 
were proceeding with the work of blasting the rocks, west- 
ward and southward of the site of the building, when they — 
went. out of office ; and the Superintendant of the Island 
was proceeding in the execution of the plan, when the hands 
were ordered. off from the work by the present Commis- 
sioners, and set to graduating ground at the Penitentiary, and 
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stopped the. progress of the building. Had the quarry- 
ing been continued to this time there is much reason to be- 

ers that the work would now have so far progressed, that 

the further blasting of rocks there could have proceded with- 

out danger to the building. To allow of this quarrying, the 

ultimate regulation of the surface of the Island at the site of 
the Asylum was reduced to 18 feet above high tide, from 22 

feet (the Committee yielding a reluctant consent thereto) to 

the injury in their opinion of the site for the Asylum by re-_ 
ducing its elevation, and consequently, the declivity of the 

arising grounds—a matter in the opinion of the Committee 

of more consequence than the quarrying and vending of 
stone, and more consistent with the dignity of the City, and 

those principles of Legislation which look to the good of the 

People. The feasibility of proceeding with both the quarry 

and the building, was maturely settled on the opinons of Mr. 

Acker the then Superintendant, and Mr. Brainard, then and 

still the quarry master of the Island. 

Again the commissioners say that “a due regard to Eco- 
nomy and the interests of the city, induced them to take in- 
to. consideration another. circumstance *** it is that the 
point north of the Asylum consisting of 16 acres 5 perches 
properly REGULATED and surrounded with a suitable wall, might 
become the most beautiful and valuable part of the Island, 
worth rising $30,000 which otherwise. would be sacrificed 
or to say the least could not be occupied to the best possible 
advantage.” (pa. 200)—Let us see how this position holds 
with ‘‘a due regard to economy,” the objects of this institution 
and facts. 

What will it cost to regulate this part of the Island, 
and build the suitable wall? If it isto be made the most 
beautiful and valuable part of the Island—it may safe- 
ly, be assumed, that raising it at least six feet above high 
tide line will be required ; for the Equinoctial tides rise four 
feet above common tides. ‘To raise the tract six feet will 
cost rising $40,000—at nine cents per load of Earth; and 
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if the earth for raising the surface, is to be obtained else- 
where than on the Island, it is presumed it will cost at least 
that sum, whether obtained by convict or free labour. But 
the Commissioners say that the “regulating of this part of 
the island, so as to make it available for building purposes, 
can be accomplished with the greatest ease, in a short time, 
and with but little expense, by convict labour ; and the refuse 
dirt and stone that would accumulate in the adjacent quar- 
ry if worked, would be all sufficient for that purpose.” (pa. 
198.) It seems to your Memorialists, that the commission- 
ers have inconsiderately made these assertions. The outlay of 
cash, beyond the prison expenses, might not be so immense, 
yet still in horses carts and tools this expense could not be 
inconsiderable,—If the work be done by convicts the ex- 
penses of the Island, in proportion to the number of convicts 
employed, must be charged against the work; and this to- 
gether with the expenses of teams carts and tools would 
raise this “‘ little expense,” to a large sum ; and the “ great- 
est ease,” which it would be accomplished would be equal 
to 14,000 days work of Men, besides that of horses and 
teams. Your Memorialists have no hesitation in avering the 
fact to be, that Earth for filling in, to the requisite gradua- 
tion, could not be obtained from the island, without so re- 
ducing its elevation, as to destroy it for sites of public Build- 
ings, by rendering the yards as close, confined and preg- 
nant with disease, as those at Bellevue, and throwing away 
all its present advantages for a thorough ventilation. The pro- 
posed regulation could not be effected by the refuse dirt and 
stone of the quarry. The dirt and refuse of quarrying out, 
68,444 tons of stone, would not fill a space equal to more 
than 1-8th of the hole made by the quarrying. And if it 
should be necessary to carry such quarrying to the depth, 
that it has heretofore been carried, the site of the Asylum, 
would be ruined, in respect to the airing grounds; and the 
then necessary walls to those ground, would continually 
present to the patients, those ideas of imprisonment, which 
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it is a first principle in their treatment to exclude from their 
minds. 


The “suitable wall” proposed, could not be less, than 
four feet above tide, and by the map of the Island it would 
be over 2,800 feet in length, and would have to be of a 
width which would make it to contain 134,400 cubic feet of 
wall, this could not be made at less than 25 cents per cubic 
foot and would thus cost the sum of $ 3,733, 
add the ‘above stated price of filling, 40,000, 


and the proper regulation and suitable wall 


would cost $43,733. 





As the land would then be worth, but, $30,000, it would 
seem toyour Memorialists, “that a due regard to economy,” 
would not prompt the location of the building, “on this low 
land.” With these views, your Memorialist respectfully 
submit the question, whether upon the grounds taken in.the 
report, the value of this salt meadow, forms any reason why 
the Lunatic Asylum ought not to be built.on the site propos- 
ed; and whether your Memorialists and their associates in 
their measures, or the authors of the report, are chargeable 
with a want of ‘“a.due regard to economy” in the appro- 
ptiation of the public property. 


Another argument, used in the report.against the cost of 
the Building is that, “in the completion of the Asylum 
large quantities of stone of a peculiar quality, will be .re- 
quired. for lintels, sills, flagging, water tables, jambs &c. 
which cannot be procured from any part of the Island, ex- 
cept from the quarry on which the work is commenced,” and 
to.get them elsewhere would be at great cost. It certainly 

must be that the authors of the report believe what it con- 
tains but they are here clearly mistaken; for in point of 
fact, the stone which will be required for lintels, sills, flag- 
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ging, water tables, jambs &c. are uot, of so very a peculiar 
quality ;—neither is it the fact, that they cannot (excepting 
perhaps the flagging) be procured from any part of the is- 
land except the quarry on which the work is commenced. 
The lintels, sills, flagging, water tables, jambs &c. which 
will be required are like those which have been put into the 
centre building, and north wing of the Penitentiary, and 
those were almost if not quite all, excepting the flags, taken 
from the Southern Quarry. Besides all this, there is no 
stone in the Northern quarry superior in its promise, to that 
at the southern part of that quarry, and which must be blast- 
ed out, for a cellar to the centre building of the Asylum. 

It is further added in the Report, that “‘on making, an 
estimate of the cost of the work so far as it had progressed, 
it was found that about double the amount of money had al- 
ready been expended upon it, which the same work could 
have been contracted for, by competent and responsible 
builders.”—Your Memorialists do not pretend to say what 
calculations the authors of the report have made; but the 
covert charge contained in the above quoted passage, that 
your Memorialists or any of them have expended on the 
foundation of the Asylum, double the sum the same work 
could have been contracted for, is a broad one, and they 
meet it in its breadth by denying the charge and fact; and 
they aver that no “competent and responsible builder” 
would undertake to do that work for one half the sum ex- 
pended. About 2000 loads of stone—or 26,000 cubic feet 
—are laid in the foundation of the Assylum, as appears by 
Colonel Harkers measurement. This at 20 cents per foot, 
(in contemplation of plain straight and vastly inferior work 
as distinguished from the many jambs and angles of this) 
would amount to $5,200. The pay of the masons and Mas- 
ter mason was about $2,500, leaving a balance of $2,700, 
for materials and labour of prisoners. The work done is of 
the very best quality, and by a set of hands who were skil- 
ful, and, worked their full compliment of hours per day, any 
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thing in the report to the contrary notwithstanding. The 
work done could not be contracted for by a competent and res- 
ponsible builder for less than 25 cents per foot. 


The Commissioners in their report have ventured upon 
some remarks, on the adopted plan of the edifice to which 
your Memorialists cannot assent. 


If the position of the Asylum be reversed, “so as to 
let the foundation, which is already put up, and which is 
intended for its northern extremity remain, and build the 
other part north” instead of south—it would carry the 
building on to low land, by which that great excellence of 
the site—its height above tide, and consequent declivity for 
airing grounds would be lost—or such a height of ground 
would have to be artificially made at an enormous expense. 
And again the Island itself cannot furnish the earth for 
filling in the low lands—without spoiling the building sites. 
To avoid throwing the building on to too low ground at the 
north wing, the centre building was located last year 100 
feet further south, than it wasthe year before. ‘To remove 
the Octagon 20 feet further east, will remedy no evil; for it 
is a matter of no moment, in respect to the wtility of the 
building whether the two east and west wings are of equal 
length or one 20 feet shorter than the other, and as to its ap- 
pearance it would scarcely be seen. 


“ The plan ot the Middlesex Asylum is defective in many 
important particulars,” says the report. This may be so, but 
it was settled, by the most sagacious and scientific talent in 
this line in England. No existing defect in the plan, is men- 
tioned in the report; the defects charged against it, are not 
in the plan. The three storied centre and octagoned build- 
ings, are not breaches of the principle stated in the report. 
Those buildings are not tobe used by patients except for their 
day rooms, the intended use of them is fully stated in Docts. 
38 and 54 of the last Board. * 
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The ventilation of the building is defective, says the report. 
This assertion is denied, the ventilation of the cells is very 
perfect, as a slight examination of the drawings will show. 
The porticos and saloons, embracing 6 out of 14 windows 
will amply ventilate the corridors; and each cell should 
have its own ventilators, as in the new House of Detention 
now building. On one side of the corridors the dormitories 
occupy but 120 out of 200 feet. 

For the recreation of the patients, in doors, ample day rooms 
and soloons are provided. The halls are not “the only places 
for recreation.” And out of doors, extensive airing grounds to 
which the patients may at all times have access without the 
aitendence of more than a single keeper for the whole class,and 
extensive grounds for gardens, groves &c. are appropriated 
and needed. The low ground before spoken of should be used 
for no other purpose, and should be reclaimed for that pur- 
pose, as circumstances, may direct. To give the patients pro- 
per means of recreation, 30 acres at least should be allotted 
to the Asylum. 

Your Memorialists were greatly surprised to perceive it 
stated in the Report, that the plan of the building under 
consideration had « fallen into disrepute in Europe,” and that 
the plan of the Limerick Asylum is preferred. They were 
still more surprised to see the authority of Mr. Haviland 
cited in support of the assertion. The Commissioners are 
mistaken in their facts; and your Memorialists have strong 
doubts, whether they understood the purport of Mr. Havi- 
land’s remarks to them: Mr. Haviland is eminent authority 
on the subject of prisons; and it is well known that in his 
opinion, as applied to prisons, the radiatig plan of building is 
capable of the most perfect combination of supervision and 
yentilation of any form. Not long since one of your Memo- 
rialists had a conversation with Mr. Haviland on the sub- 
ject of Lunatic Asylums, and then he professed not to be 
intimately acquainted with them, as he had never been called 
to give the subject particular attention. The truth is, (as 
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your Memorialists believe,) that the Middlesex Asylum is 
the last built in England, and is considered an improve- 
ment upon all other single buildings and modifications of the 
Wakefield plan; and that in France, the Parisian plan of 
separate houses for each class (the only plan for effecting 
perfect classification and ventilation) is the favorite: In Italy 
and Germany, these Asylums are made of monasteries and 
Fortresses. The Reports te the last Boards contain some re- 
markson this subject, which would naturally have suggested 
the necessity of comment in support of an opposite theory, 
if read, but we have no such remarks in the Report under 


review. 


The Report contains many minor matters, notice of which 
might be expected; but as they affect your Memorialists 
personally, rather than the subject, they must be left to pass 
at their value. But in as much as this Memorial has en- 
sued the assertion of the Commissioners that ‘on mature re- 
flection, they were convinced” of the badness of the location 
of the Asylum, and extravagant cost of the edifice, and 
therefore had stopped the works: we may be pardoned for 
submitting the following facts which have been stated to us, 
and whichwe believe to be true, namely: On the 25th day 
of May last, the present Commissioners were appointed. 
On the 28th day of the same month they visited the Island, 
and ordered off the prisoners from the quarry and building, 
and set them at levelling ground at the Penitentiary, leaving 
the Masons at the Asylum without any one to attend them. 
On the Monday following (the Ist day of June) the Master 
Builders and the Masons were dismissed. On the 29th of 
June, the Commissioners made their communication to the 
Boards; andin pursuance of a Resolution of the 22d July, 
they on the 7th of September, gave their reasons for their 
conduct. No one of the now Commissioners had visited the 
Island before the day on which they drew off the prisoners 
from the Asylum. Two of the Commissioners had never be- 
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fore held office in the department, and would naturally yield 
to those. who were experienced; one was in Europe, and 
the fourth is known to be a man engaged in active life. 


Most respectfully submitted, 


WM. MANDEVILLE, 
JOSEPH HOXIE, 

P. W. ENGS. 

SAM. STEVENS, 
ANTHONY LAMB, 
ROB’T C. CORNELL, 
JOSEPH TUCKER, 
ROBERT SMITH, 
WM. SAM. JOHNSON. 


New-York, October 3d, 1835. 











eee wubsni ited, 
Sa MANDEYV LE; 
JOSEPH HORI, 
Pp? We ENGS: 
SAMO STEVENS, 
ANTHONY LAMS, 
ROW CS CORNELL: 
IGEEPE ‘TUCKER, 
ROBERT SMPST 
Wh. SAM. JAS 








DOCUMENT No. 32. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


OCTOBER 13, 1835. 


Preamble and Resolutions offered by Mr. Van Schaick, 
relative to the New-York and Erie Raid Road. 
Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


Wma. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


Resolved, If the Board of Aldermen concur, that his Hon- 
or the Mayor be requested to transmit to the Canal Board, 
through the Comptroller of the State, copies of the follow- 
ing resolutions : 

Whereas, 'The prosperity of this City is derived exclu- 
sively from its advantageous position as a great commercial 
mart, forming by its proximity to the Ocean, its navigable 
river running far into the land, and by the Erie Canal, the 
most important line in the chain which connects our coast- 
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ing and foreign trade with the growing commerce of the 
Lakes. 

And Whereas, The most persevering and sagacious efforts 
are continually made under the impulse of the enlightened 
councils of neighboring States to divert from the City of 
New-York the advantages resulting from her intimate and 
ready intercourse with the fertile and productive regions of 
the West, and since it has become manifest that our mara- 
time and commercial superiority, so far as they depend upon 
our Inland trade, can be best preserved by decisive mea- 
sures founded upon an enlarged and liberal policy, and as 
the facility and cheapness of transportation of passengers 
and merchandize is the great point to be gained, and upon 
which the ultimate direction of the largest portion of the 
trade on the Lakes must depend—and whereas the line of 
the Rail Road from Boston to Albany is intended to divert 
a portion of our trade to Boston. Therefore be it 


Resolved, 'That this Common Council regard with unquali- 
fied approbation the design of the Act of the Legislature of 
May 11th, 1835, authorising the enlargement and improve- 
ment of the Erie Canal and the doubling of its Locks, the 
final determination upon which, and in relation to its dimen- 
sions, is left to the judgment and discretion of the Canal 
Board. 

Resolved, That the said enlargement should be projected 
upon a scale which shall only be restricted in its extent by 
the ability to, combine in the construction of Canal, Boats 
the greater amount of transportation with the greatest facil- 
ity and despatch of business. 

Resolved, That unless there are strong objections, to. the 
employment on the Canal of the largest size of boats, aris- 
ing out of the increased difficulty of their traction, the Com- 
mon Council recommend that the Canal be enlarged to. eigh- 
ty feet in width of water at the surface, and 8 feet in depth, 
80 as to carry boats of about 120 tons burthen—and in _re- 














289° [Doe. No. ‘ 32. 


lation to a measure so vitally important, the consideration of 
the amount of money the improvement may cost, should not 
be entertained, since if the Canal is’ enlargéd to the extent 
proposed, vessels will be built competent to the navigation 
of the Hudson, and which will discharge their cargoes in 
this port and harbor, without incurring the expense and loss 
of time consequent upon unlading and transhipping their 
cargoes between Buffalo and New-York. 


Resolved, That copies of the following Resolutions be 
transmitted to those gentlemen who shall belong to the next 
Legislature from the first Senatorial District. 


Whereas, the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the 
City of New-York have not the right expressly given to them 
by their charter or by law, to loan money to incorporated 
companies, or to purchase their stock—but as it is expected 
that the constituted authorities of this commercial emporium 
shall be vigilant in promoting the public interests, and shall 
afford such encouragement to great designs, having for their 
object the developement of trade and industry, as may be 
consistent with their appropriate duties, and the limited na- 
ture of their powers—and as the construction of a Rail 
Road from New-York direct to Lake Erie is a measure which 
when completed, will, together with the improvement of the 
Erie Canal, ensure the absolute superiority of this city 
against all competitors—therefore, be it ; 


Resolved, That this Common Council do regard the pro- 
posed New-York and Erie Rail Road as an undertaking of 
the highest importance to the prosperity of this city and 
district, as well as to the sections of the State through which 
it is intended to pass, and they therefore respectfully re- 
quest the Representatives of the people in the Legislature 
from the first District, to use alltheir influence in promoting 
the completion of that work, either by inducing the state to 
become the proprietors thereof, or to loan to the Company 
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the credit of the State to such reasonable amount as the 
said Company may be able to assure the ultimate payment 
of by the most satisfactory security. 








DOCUMENT No. 33. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


OCTOBER 13, 1839. 


Preamble and Resolutions offered by President Whiting 
relative to the location of the Custom House, and propos- 
ing to the General Government, a site within the Park 
whereon to place that building. 

Adopted. 


Wma. Hagaporn, Clerk. 


Wuerras an opinion is entertained by many of our good 
citizens that the location of the Custom House, now building 
in this city, is not so eligible as it ought to be ; that the size 
of the building will be insufficient for the purpose intended; 
that the great and rapid growth of our Commerce will soon 
yequire more extensive accommodations than such a build- 
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ing can afford : In addition to these, it is conceived that the 
Post Office Department, with at least all the Judicial De- 
partments of the General Government may with conveni- 
ence be located in the same building :—and Whereas the 
Common Council conceive that a proper and due regard to 
the duties of their official station renders it imperatively 
their duty to give their best aid to the General Government, 
in such a manner as shall benefit and advantage it without 
injuring themselves, and at the same time to protect the in- 
terest of the citizens :—Therefore, in order to test the opin- 
ion of the Common Council : 


Resolved, (1f the Board of Aldermen concur) that, in or- 
der to enable the General Government, (if, in their wisdom, 
such an arrangement should be deemed advisable,) to com— 
mand sufficient ground whereon to erect a building suffici- 
ently large and Commodious to accommodate all the offices 
of the Customs, the Post offices and the Judicial Depart- 
ments, that the ground now occupied by the Old Alms House 
and fronting on Chambers street, be tendered to the Gene- 
ral Government ata price to be fixed by three disinterested 
in ividuals t to be chosen and agreed upon by the respective 
parties. 


Resolved, (ir the Board of Aldermen concur ) that, such 
site, in the opinion of the Common Council, is the most de- 
sirable as well as the most easily to be obtained at the pre- 
sett tirhe ¢ AiG, ‘th ordér to remove any difficulty that the 
Government may labor under from having the present site ; 

Resolved, (If the Board of Aldermen concur,) that this 
Common Council will, (provided the General Government 
BBnS*, to the first Resolution) take and receive a Conveyance 

Tom them, of the present site, and will pay therefor the prin- 
pal, interest and cost thereof, together with the cost of the 
present building so far as the same has progressed. 


-dtesolved, ein the Board of, Aldermen concur) that a 
Gamaritins of two from each Board. be appropriated to en- 
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ter into a negociation with the proper department of the Ge- 
neral Government upon this subject, and that the said Com- 
mittees report to the Common Council the best arrangement 
that can be made on the subject in order that the same may 
be ratified by the Common Conncil before it take effect. 
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DOCUMENT: No. 34. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT?ALDERMEN, 


OCTOBER 13, 1835. 


cer 


' Protest against the resolutions for removing the Custom 
House—offered by Mr. Clark. 
Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


Ww. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


‘PROTEST 


Against the passage of the Preamble and Resolutions of- 
fered by President Whiting relative to the removal of the 
Custom-House. 


First. Because it is a subject with which the Corporation 
of this City have no legitimate concern: and as more than 


is 
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a year has transpired since the last agitation of the question, 
it cannot be supposed that the intent of these resolutions 
was thought of by those who nominated, or by those who 
elected, the present Common Council. 


Second. Because our interference in the matter will be 
wholly gratuitous and uncalled for—the resolutions having 
been offered without petition—and the Government of the 
United States not having informed us that they regret having 
located the Custom House between Wall and Pine streets, 
but on the contrary having repeatedly declared their satis- 
faction thereon ; and because it is proposed to dispose of a 
part of the Park for other than City purposes. 


Third. Because the said preamble and resolutions con- 
tain several assertions in relation to momentous questions 
unsupported by proof, positively denied and objected to— 
and because a fair opportunity has been repeatedly denied 
to ascertain the true state of the case, by reference to a 
committee, although formally and earnestly solicited. 


Fourth. Because after the great time occupied by the Go- 
vernment and our citizens, and the solemn settlement of the 
affair by the President and Secretary, and the acquiescence 
of Congress therein as well as the unsuccessful attempts of 
some of our predecessors to change it, whereby our fellow- 
citizens have been induced and compelled to expend vast 
sums of money for public accommodations in the neighbor- 
hood of the new Custom House, it is ungenerous, unwise, 
and unjust, to disturb it, as well as derogatory to the plight- 
ed faith and the honor and consistency of the Government 
of the United States. 


Fifih: Because if the practice which these resolutions 


‘would sanction is to grow into use, it would finally destroy 


all confidence in the stability and permanency of all'our 


Public and valuable institutions and arrangements—injure 


‘our character as a City, throw away the treasurés of our 
prosperous metropolis, without any good reason being of 
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fered for so doing, and finally depreciate our stocks in every 
market where they may be offered. 

For these and other reasons this solemn protest is hereby 
entered against the passage of said resolutions—against 
their transmission to the Board of Aldermen, and with a de- 
sire that this protest may be entered on the journal of this 
Board, be printed, and that should said resolutions be sent 
to the Board of Aldermen, that they may be sent with them. 


AARON CLARK, Assistant Alderman 1st Ward. 

R. R. WARD, Assistant Alderman 15th Ward. 

JOHN V. GREENFIELD, Assistant Alderman 9th Ward. 
JNO. CLEAVELAND, Assistant Alderman 2nd Ward. 
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DOCUMENT No. 35. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


OCTOBER 13, 18365. 


Communication from the Board of Trade of the City of 
New-York to the Board of Assistant Aldermen. 

Referred to the Committee of the Whole, on the subject 
of the location of the Custom House; and ordered to be 
printed. 


Wm. Hacaporn; Clerk. 


To the Honorable the Board of Asssistant i 
Aldermen of the City of New-York. 


The Board of Trade of the City of New-York Respect- 
fully represent :— 

That Reports having’ lately been circulated, both here 
and elsewhere, that the Merchants of this City, who, two 
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years ago, almost unanimously expressed their conviction 
that the present site of the Custom House ought not to be 
changed—and who then petitioned the President of the 
United States to the same effect—had now abandoned that 
opinion, and were desirous that the Custom House should 
be removed to the Park; and confident assertions to the 
same purpose having been openly made by certain Mem- 
bers of the present Corporation :— 

Therefore, the Board of Trade was called together on 
the 10th inst. to ascertain their views on this subject. The 
Meeting was more numerous than any previous one for a 
long period, and the following resolution was passed with 
only two dissenting voices. 

Resolved, That the Board of Trade are now, and always 
have been strongly in favor of the present location of the 
Custom House; and solicitous that it should not be 
changed. 

It is thus manifest, that the opinions and the feelings of 
our association continue unaltered, and that every fact and 
urgument on which they were originaily founded, is con- 
sidered to be as strong as it has ever been, 

We, therefore, earnestly entreat your Honorable body to 
resist all attempts to remove the location of the Custom 
House from its present site. 


By order of the Board, 


HUGH AUCHINCLOSS, Presideut. 
New-York, October 12th, 1835. 
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DOCUMENT WNo. 36. 


BOARD OF 
ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


OCTOBER 13, 1835. 


Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce against the remov- 
al of the Custom House. 


Referred to Committee of the whole, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Ws. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


To the Board of Assistant Aldermen— 

The undersigned Committee of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, beg leave respectfully to communicate for your infor- 
mation, the following resolution adopted at a meeting of that 
Body, on the 6th instant. 

“ Resolved unanimously, That Isaac Carow, George Gris- 
wold, Daniel Jackson, Stephen Whitney and Charles 
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March, be appointed a Committee to take charge of the 
question, relative to the attempts now making to effect a 
a change in the location of the Custom House, with full pow- 
er to act in such a way, as they may deem most expedient, 
to preserve the present site unchanged.” 

The object of the undersigned, in communicating the fore- 
going resolution, which it will be seen was passed unani- 
mously ; is to manifest how entirely unfounded is the im- 
pression, that the Merchants have changed the opinion, they 
have so fully expressed on former occasions in relation to 
the site of the Custom House to take occasion to declare that 
no such change has taken place, that they adhere to their 
preference of the present site, and to assure your Honora- 
ble Body, that the unanimity with which they approved of 
the site, so judiciously selected by the President of the Unit- 
ed States after hearing all parties, remains unimpaired, and 
ways the result of a deliberate consideration of all the cir- 
cumstances, connected with the business of the Custom 
House, and with the convenience and interests of Com- 
merce. 


GEO. GRISWOLD, 
DANIEL JACKSON, 


Committee of ~ 


ISAAC CAROW, 
| the Chamber. 


STEPHEN WHITNEY, | of Commerce. 
CHARLES MARCH. J 
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DOCUMENT No. 37. 


BOARD OF 
ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


OCTOBER 18, 1835. 


Communication from Dr. McDonald, relative to the Luna- 
tic Asylum. Presented by Mr. Clark. 


Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


Wn. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


To Aaron Clark Esq. of the Committee on Blackwell's Is- 
land Sc. 

Sir, Having been applied to about two years ago by a 
Committee of the Common Council in relation to the con- 
struction of an asylum for the Insane on Blackwell’s Island, 
I recommended the adoption of a plan to consist of several 
distinct buildings. This plan not having received the ap- 
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probation of that or of the subsequent Common Council, I 
advised a committee of the Corporation during the winter 
of 1834-5 to take the Middlesex Asylum for their model; 
attended the meetings of this Committee ; and was consult- 
ed as to the internal arrangements and distribution of the 
various parts of the projected building. I bave observed 
from the published proceedings of the Common Council that 
you have taken an interest in this subject and therefore ad- 
dress to you the the following remarks, upon the late Re- 
port of the Commissioners of the Alms House. If they are 
of any value, yon will please use them, as you may think 


roper. 
ae Yours truly, 
Ale 


Bloomingdale, 
October 6th 1835. 


It is now several years since the attention of the Common 
Council was directed to the improvement of the Lunatic 
Department of the Bellevue establishment. In the Autumn 
of 1833, Committees were appointed by both Boards to ex- 
amine into and report on the subject. 

These Committees furnished themselves with various 
plans, and selected that of the Asylum at Limerick for their 
model. The result was, a modification of it was presented 
to the Board, ‘which may not unjustly be denominated the 
Limerick plan deformed. Its imperfections, were so evident 
to the new Corporation of 1834, that they declined its adop- 
tidn. ‘It is but justice however to add, that in not following 
the plan adopted by their predecessors, they were govern- 
ed by no other feelings than those of philanthropy. Party 
‘feeling had nothing to do with it. The most decided oppo- 
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nent of the modified Limerick plan wasa partizan of those 
out of power. As no money had yet been expended to carry 
it into effect, the Commissioners and Common Council did not 
hesitateto investigate the subject for themselves. Committees 
were appointed by both branches, these Committees gave 
the matter a thorough and deliberate examination, and were 
provided with plans which the former Committees had not 
seen. Among others was that for Middlesex which in a mo- 
dified form was subsequently adopted. 


The Middlesex asylum belonging to the great British me- 
tropolis, it must be supposed, was planned, under more fa- 
vorable circumstances than any similar building ever before 
erected. It was founded under the direction of a numerous 
and enlightened magistracy with ample funds, with the most 
distinguished architects in their employ, and above all with 
the advantage of consulting the plans of all Asylums then 
built, and among others that of Limerick. It is now but 
three years since the building was completed. Under these 
circumstances the Committee deemed the Middlesex Asy- 
lum worthy of attention. Upon examination into its actual 
merits entirely independent of the authority of a name, 
they were convinced that it possessed advantages superior 
to all they had hitherto seen. It was accordingly made the 
ground work for the Asylum on Blackwell’s island, but not 
without great deliberation. More time and labor were pro- 
bably bestowed upon the subject than any future Commit- 
tees can be expected to devote to it. So important was. it 
deemed by the Committee, that every part of the plan from 
the spacious galleries to the straw rooms and water closets 
should be fully developed by the architect, that the corner 
stone of the Edifice was not laid until the 30th day of 
April, but two weeks before the Corporation of 1834, 
went out of power. The foundation had advanced rapid- 
ly, and nearly $3000 were expended, when the public was 
astounded by the intelligence that the work had been sud- 
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denly stopped without any evident cause. After three or four 
months the Commissioners at length presented to the Board 
of Assistant Aldermen a report containing their reasons for 
the suspension. 


The first of these is, “that the site selected on which the 
building is to be erected consists of an immense quarry of 
stone,” which when worked will yield $68,000 &c.&c. I 
will not stop to enquire into the accuracy of this estimate, 
but I cannot forbear expressing my surprise, that public men 
in erecting a building of such immense and lasting impor- 
tance should be governed by such narrow views of econo- 
my. ‘The spot selected is the most elegible, if not the only 
suitable one for the Asylum. An Asylum for the insane re- 
quires the most complete drainage. Thorough draining 
cannot be affected without a considerable decent, and it is 
believed that the fall is not sufficient in any other part of 
the island. Besides, the views from the airing courts for the 
patients on a clear level would necessarily be limited ; while 
with that degree of slope which the ground chosen admits of, 
this will be as extensive, beautiful and diversified as can be 
desired. What are a few thousand dollars in comparison 
with such a location for an institution that is to endure for 
ages? 


The second objection to the present location is, that when 
the northern extremity of the island shall be filled in, and re- 
gulated there will be sixteen acres of land above the build- 
ing which will then “become comparatively valueless.” 
This same land the Commissioners believe may be sold 
when properly raised &c. for two thousand dollars per 
acre. 


The “Commissioners” profess ‘to be most deeply im- 
pressed with the importance and necessity of making all ne- 
cessary provisions to promote the well being and comfort of 
those unfortunate persons committed to their charge whom 
it has pleased the Almighty in his providence to afflict with 
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loss of reason.” Of this from the high respectability of the 
gentlemen who actas Commissioners, I entertain no doubt, 
but I would ask what is the “necessary provision” with the 
‘importance and necessity ” of which they “ are most deep- 
ly impressed?” Does it limit the unfortunate inmates of 
the contemplated Asylum toa few hundred feet, or a few 
paltry acres of land? Let the Commissioners, enquire how 
many acres of land are attached to the best regulated Asy- 
lums, both at home and abroad, and they will find that six- 
teen acres form but asmall space for the proper treatment of 
hundreds of Lunatics. If sixteen acres on the south side 
of the building be added their will not be an inch more of 
land belonging to it, than ought to be attached to such an 
institution, both for the purpose of horticulture and *isolation. 
But say the Commissioners the ground may bring when 
‘“yeoulated ” $2000 per acre. ‘This is surely not the senti- 
ment of the people of ‘this great and proud city.” 

“Another reason which strengthened the Commission- 
“ers in their opinion is, that the unfortunates who are la- 
“ bouring under hallucination ought to be isolated, or remoy- 
“ed as far as possible from all other public buildings on the 
‘island: and it is not unlikely that the future policy, or ne- 
“cessity of the Corporation, may induce them to erect 
‘buildings for public purposes, nearer to this location than is 
“at present anticipated.’, 

Thold that the isolation of the insane is a cardinal point 
in their treatment. I will therefore ask the Commissioners 
which will effect the object most completely, to set apart 
sixteen acres on each side of the building or to crowd the 
Asylum upon the northern point of the island? As to the 
future policy or necessities of the Corporation, I main- 
tain that the ground for the insane should be held sacred, 
that no “policy” should be allowed to interfere with it, and 











* By this word “isolation” which has not yet come into general use, I 
mean the separation of patients into distinct classes, and the seclusion of them 
from the various causes of excitement, to which entire liberty exposes them. 
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that the Corporation have it in their power to place them- 
selves above the supposed necessities. 


Finally, the Commissioners urge the selection of “ this 
particular spot” on the Northern point of the Island on ac- 
count of the beauty of the surrounding scenery. Is it ne- 
cessary to ask them how much these beauties will be en- 
hanced by a location a few hundred feet farther South upon 
elevated ground? 


We now come to the most important part of the Report 
of the Commissioners; their “suggestion in relation to the 
plan of the contemplated Asylum.” They are of opinion 
that it is defective in many important points. In the first 
place, three parts of the building are three stories in height, 
viz: the centre and two octagon buildings ‘ which is 
deemed by the most experienced Physicians and others, to 
be highly improper.” I fully partake in this opinion when 
fairly stated, which is, that those parts of an Asylum intend- 
ed for the residence and lodgings of the Insane, should not 
be more than two stories in height. In the present instance, 
the third story of the centre building is intended not for the 
patients, but for the Officers of the establishment. As to 
the upper stories of the two octagons, the writer is not cer- 
tain to what purposes they have been appropriated, but is 
under the impression that they are to be used for reservoirs 
of water, and other objects connected with the general 
economy of the house. At any rate, such was their original 
design, and such may be their ultimate destination. But 
if upon further examination it be not found proper to assign 
them to these purposes, there can be no objection to making 
them infirmaries for the sick, or working rooms, or occasional 
day rooms. 


Thus it is shown, that no part of the building intended 
for the residence of Insane patients is more than two stories 
high, and that the objection to the building on that ground 
is entirely without foundation. 
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Another objection urged by the Commissioners against the 
plan adopted, is, “its having rooms or dormitories almost 
throughout the whole extent on each side of the Corridors ;” 
thereby preventing both ventilation and the entrance of suf- 
ficient light. From this observation, the Commissioners 
seem to have overlooked the very ample provision made for 
both these purposes. In the first place each room is to have 
an opening in the outside wall near the ceiling through which 
the foul air will pass, and escape by means of a flue at the 
top of the building. In the second place, each room will 
be lighted and aired by a sufficiently large window.— 
Thirdly, over each door opening on the corridor will be 
placed an iron sash without glass. Withallthese provisions 
it will be impossible to prevent a free circulation of air, and 
the admission of a sufficiency of light. ‘“ In this manner 
are the galleries of the Bloomingdale Asylum arranged, and 
they have been always remarkable for their cheerfulness. 
and the purity of their air.”” The objection above stated 
would be a serious one, if light and air were to be admitted. 
only at the extremity of the gallery; but as there is to be a 
window of two or three feet square over each door, and 
these but seven feet apart, it is entirely groundless. Be- 
sides, there is not to be an uninterrupted continuity of 
rooms throughout the whole extent of the corridor; more than 
one-third of one side is to be without sleeping rooms, thereby 
affording an additional entrance of air and light. 

“In cold and stormy weather it is necessary to close the 
sleeping apartments of a Lunatic Asylum during the day, 
which must render the halls that have dormitories on each 
side as in the present plan, dark and gloomy; these halls 
being the only places for recreation, on such occasions must 
abridge the pleasures of the inmates in their diversions and 
exercises.” Before reading this passage, I had believed 
that there were to be such places belonging to the establish- 
ment as day-rooms, work-rooms, and work-shops; and that 
the minds of the unfortunate inmates were to be diverted 
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by various employments suited to their tastes and habits, 
while at the same time their physical health was to be im- 
proved, and the pecuniary interests of the Institution ad- 
vanced. Such was certainly the understanding when the 
plan was adopted, and the most ample provisions were 
made for ‘‘recreation” and change of scene. Large day 
rooms and work rooms, besides cheerful corridors and ex- 
tensive airing courts, were allotted to each class of patients. 
Where is the necessity then for making “ these halls the 
only places for recreation on such occasions ?”” 


As a citizen of New-York, I feel an interest in her public 
institutions, and hope that while others are improving the 
condition of the Insane, we shall neither stand still nor re- 
trogade. 


In the best conaated Pauper Asylums of Europe, man- 
ual labor is now the most important means of cure. By the 
Report of the Middlesex Asylum for the last year, it ap- 
pears this has been most extensively and successfully prac- 
ticed, and is worthy of imitation in New-York. The fol- 
lowing is an extract from the Report then made by Doctor 
Ellis :—* In this Institution during the present year, occupa- 
tion has been carried to a much greater extent than at any 
former period, the average number employed being 320. 
No additional servants have been engaged in the domestic 
parts of the establishment notwithstanding the increased 
number of patients. There is still but one cook, one laun- 
dry-maid, and one saee person, in short, at the head of evnry 
department the work being done by the patients under ther 
direction. 


“Tn former years, considerable difficulty has been expe- 
rienced in finding occupation for them in the winter months, 
particularly as the inhabitants of this part of the country 
are generally unaccustomed. to any in-door manufacturing 
employments. This in a great measure has been over, 
come, by having procured persons to teach them the spin- 
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ning of twine, making pottle-baskets for fruit ; picking, card- 
ing, and spinning wool for the making of mops, together 
with the manufacturing of straw hats and bonnets. This 
is done not only for the use of the whole 570 patients, but 
a quantity of them-have been sold. Six persons have also 
been taught to make shoes within the year, who before, 
were totally ignorant of that business. The active bustle 
excited by these means has produced the most salutary ef- 
fects, and many of the patients who before it took place 
were obliged to be confined to keep them from mischief, and 
from destroying their clothes, are now daily amusing them- 
selves in some of these varied avocations as their fancy dic- 
tates. In fact, a very large proportion of the patients, with 
the exception of the imbecile and fatuous are now stimu- 
lated to make an attempt to employ themselves usefully from 
merely imitating the others ; and of however little value their 
work may be, the attempting to do something useful, gives 
them a little feeling of self importance, and in some mea- 
sure seems to connect them with Society.” 

The Commissioners further state, ‘that the plan under 
consideration has fallen into disrepute” in Europe,and that 
the building erected at Limerick, in Ireland, in 1826, the 
general features of which were adopted by the Corporation 
in 1833-4 with some modification is preferred as possessing 
in a greater degree than any other the requisites for a Lu- 
natic Asylum. 

I would ask the Commissioners what authority they have 
for stating that the Middlesex plan has fallen into disrepute ? 
The authority of Mr. Haviland is worth as much as the 
authority of any other distinguished architect, but I do 
do not admit that the authority of any architect is sufficient 
to decide a question beyond the sphere of his professional 
studies. Itis the province of the physician who has the 
management of the insane to give a general outline of the 
plan—it belongs to the Architect to arrange, compose, and 
finish the design—to give it “architectural fitness,” but not 
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to sacrifice utility to classic taste. The Wakefield, Perth, 
and Middlesex Asylums, which are constructed on the same 
general plan, are distinguished above all others for two of 
the first requisites in a Lunatic Asylum—classification and 
facility of supervision. Guided by these principles, the 
clearest heads, and most experienced. professional men con- 
ceived, digested, arranged, and carried the plan into effect. 
It was not a work of improvisation, but of deliberate and 
patient thought. The same plan has been again and again 
copied in England and Scotland, and a draft of it has re- 
cently been made for a new Institution in Switzerland. 
After the statement of these facts, nothing more is necessary 
to show the estimation of this plan in Europe. The Li- 
merick, though decidedly inferior to the Middlesex plan in 
“classification, supervision and recreation” is in Ireland a 
pretty good building for the purposes to which it is devoted; 
but in New-York its wings have grown so enormously while 
the main body retains its original Hibernian proportions, 
that it has not “architectural fitness,” and is not applicable 
to the object for which it was designed. Thus there are to 
be no less than forty dormitories to a single dry room, and 
this room but ten feet wide by forty-six feet in length; while 
in the Limerick Asylum there are but thirteen dormitories to 
a day-room, twenty-six by sixteen feet. The day-room 
even here is deficient in size, but it is large when compared. 
with the New-York Limerick plan; having four hundred 
and sixteen square feet for thirteen patients, when this is to 
have but four hundred and sixty, for forty patients. 

It is difficult to conceive any form for a day-room more 
inconvenient than this, but it is easy to imagine what an at- 
mosphere forty persons would create in a room of such di- 
mensions, and how soon when brought so closely together 
they would disagree. There should be at least two day- 
rooms for this number of patients. The number and spa- 
ciousness of the day and work rooms constitute one of the 
great advantages of the Middlesex plan. Besides, there is 
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such an entire destitution of work-rooms, infirmary-rooms, 
reception-rooms, visiting-rooms, &c. &c. in the Limerick 
plan, that it seems useless to make any more remarks about 
it. Further, the writer is not aware that the plan has been 
copied on the Continent : Where then is the evidence of its 
superiority ? 

It is to be hoped that the Corporation will give this matter 
a deliberate and impartial investigation. The City of New- 
York requires an Asylum that shall be inferior tonone. A 
Lunatic Asylum is an Institution whose bounties will not 
be sought by the unworthy, and the public expects that more 
ample provision will be made for the imsane, than for any 
other class of Paupers. 


JAMES MACDONALD. 
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DOCUMENT No. 38. 


BOARD OF 
ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


OCTOBER 19, 1835. 


Report of the Finance Committee upon the Message of 
his Honor, the Mayor, recommending the Common Couucil 
to provide by Loans, instead of taxation, the means requisite 
for the erection of the contemplated Public Babding, &c.— 
Presented by Mr. Van Schaick. 

Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


Wn. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Finance Committee to whom was referred the Re- 
port of the Finance Committee of the last Board of Alder- 
men, dated May 11th, 1835, and made upon a communica- 
tion from his Honor the Mayor, dated March 2d, 18385, re- 
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commending the Common Council to provide by Loans in- 
stead of taxation, the means requisite for the erection of the 
contemplated Public Buildings, and for the purchase of 
ground deemed necessary for public uses : 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That the last Board of Aldermen passed two Resolutions 
instructing ihe Counsel of the Corporation to prepare the 
draft of a Law, and a Memorial to the Legislature, to be 
presented at its next meeting, granting authority to the Cor- 
poration, to raise by Loan on Bonds or on Stocks, such sums 
of money as they may deem expedient for the purchase of 
real estate and the erection of Buildings for the public ac- 
commodation and use. 


It will be perceived that the power intended to be asked 
for from the Legisture, is indefinite as to the amount of 
money the Corporation may borrow. If your Committee 
are correctly informed, an unlimited authority of this descrip- 
tion has never before been sought or desired by the Common 
Council—and they are unanimous in the opinion that its 
possession by the Common Council would not, in any series 
of years, result in benefit to the City. 


If it be supposed that the House of Detention, and the 
Lunatic Asylum now in progress—the Alms House, which 
it is contemplated, must, in a few years be built, together 
with such erections and purchases of Land, as the City may 
need for public convenience and use, may cost in allone mil- 
lion of dollars, it will, in the judgment of your Committee, 
be most prudent that the Common Council now apply to the 
Legislature for authority to issue only so much of that 
amount as may be demanded for the purpose of defraying 
the cost of erecting the House of Detention or Halls of Jus- 
tice, and the Lunatic Asylum on Blackwell’s Island, leaving 
the option to our successors to provide the means for the 
erection of the Alms House by a similar provision, when the 
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time shall arrive that loans will be required to enable the 
Corporation to accomplish that object. 


In accordance with these views the amount to be raised 


within a few years will be about Four hundred thousand dol- 
lars. 


It will not be necessary to offer the Stock, so to be creat- 
ed, in the market in sums larger than shallbe required, from 
time to time, for the payment of the engagements contracted 
in relation to the public buildings or the purchase of land; 
and to enable the Corporation to buy in the Stock, whenever 
they may happen to possess means applicable to that pur- 
pose, the interest it is to bear should not exceed 5 per cen- 
tum per annum. But when money is abundant and the mar- 
ket will absorb a Stock, at par, bearing a lower rate of 
interest it should be contracted to be issued at4 per cent 
Interest per annum; because the importance of obtaining 
a premium on Stock bears no comparison to the advantage 
of being able to buy it in whenever it may suit the public 
convenience to go into the market with that intent. 


If it be intended to appropriate the public property at 
Bellevue for the payment of the debt thus to be created it 
will not be necessary that the Stock be issued fora longer 
term than ten or twelve years, as before the expiration of 
that period the New Alms House may be finished and the 
domain at Bellevue be placed in a condition to be sold to 
the best advantage and for the payment of the specific debt 
incurred in the purchase of Land and the Erection of pub- 
lic buildings. 

For the purpose of eliciting the views which may be en- 
tertained by the Common Council in relation to this subject 
your Committee propose the following as a substitute for the 
resolutions of the last Board of Aldermen. 


Resolved, (If the Board of Aldermen concur,) that the 
Counsel of the Corporation prepare a Memorial and draft of 
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a Law in accordance with the principles contained in this 
Report, to be presented to the next Legislature in the early 


_ part of its Session. 


M. VAN SCHAICK, 2 geld 
AARON CLARK, Pen 
BENJAMIN TOWNSEND, } °°". 


Oct. 16, 1835. 








DOCUMENT No. 39. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


OCTOBER 19, 1835. 


Preamble and Resolutions offered by Mr. Van Schaick, 
relative to the Erie Canal and the New-York and Erie Rail 
Road. Adopted. 


Wan. Hacanporn, Clerk. 


Resolved, If the Board of Aldermen concur, that his Hon- 
or the Mayor be requested to transmit to the Canal Board, 
through the Comptroller of the State, copies of the follow- 
ing resolutions : 


Whereas, The prosperity of this City is derived exclusive- 


ly from its advantageous position as a great commercial . 
mart, forming by its proximity to the Ocean, its navigable 
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river running far into the land, and by the Erie Canal, the 
most important line .in the chain which connects our coast- 
ing and foreign trade with the growing commerce of the 
Lakes. 

And Whereas, The most persevering and sagacious efforts 
are continually made under the impulse of the enlightened 
councils of neighbouring States to divert from the City of 
New-York the advantages resulting from her intimate and 
ready intercourse with the fertile and productive regions of 
the West, and since it has become manifest that our mari- 
time and commercial super ority, so far as they depend upon 
our Inland trade, can be best preserved by decisive mea- 
sures founded upon an enlarged and liberal policy, and as 
the facility and cheap.iess of trausportation of passengers 
and merchandize is the great point to be gained, and upon 
which the ultimate direction of the largest portion of the 
trade of the Lakes must depend—and whereas the line of 
the Rail Road trom Boston to Albany is intended to divert 
a portion of our trade to Boston. Therefore be it 


Resolved, That this Common Council regard with unquali- 
fied approbation the design of the Act of the Legislature of 
May 11th, 1835, authorising the enlargement and improve- 
ment of the Erie Canal and the doubling of its Locks, the 
final determination upon which, and in relation to its dimen- 
sions, is left to the judgment and discretion of the Canal 


Board. 


Resolved, That the said enlargement should be projected 
upon a scale which shall only be restricted in its extent by 
the ability to combine in the construction of Canal Boats 
the greatest amount of transportation with the greatest facil- 
ity and despatch of business. . 


Resolved, That unless there are stiong objections to the 
employment on the Canal of the largest size of boats, aris- 
ing out of the increased difficulty «f their traction, the Com- 
~ mon Council recommend that the Canal be enlarged to eigh- 
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ty feet in width of water at the surface, and 8 feet in depth, 
so as to carry boats of about 120 tons burthen—and in re- 
lation to a measure so vitally important, the consideration of 
the amount of money the improvement may cost, should not 
be entertained, since if the Canal is enlarged to the extent 
proposed, vessels will be built competent to the navigation 
of the Hudson, and will discharge their cargoes in this port 
and harbor, without incurring the expense and loss of time 
consequent upon unlading and transhipping their cargoes 
between Buffalo and New-York. 


Resolved, That copies of the following Resolutions be 
transmitted to those gentlemen who shall belong to the next 
Legislature from the first Senatorial District. 


Whereas, the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the 
City of New-York have not the right expressly given to 
them by their charter or by law, to loan money to incorpo- 
ated companies, or to purchase their stock—but as it is ex- 
pected that the constituted authorities of this commercial 
emporium shall be vigilant in promoting the public interests, 
and shall afford such encouragement to great designs, having 
for their object the developement of trade and industry, as 
may be consistent with their appropriate duties, and the 
limited nature of their powers—and as the construction of 
a Rail Road from New-York direct to Lake Erie is a mea- 
sure which when completed, will, together with the improve- 
ment of the Erie Canal, ensure the absolute superiority of 
this city against all competitors—therefore, be it 


Resolved, That this Common Council do regard the pro- 
posed New-York and Erie Rail Road as an undertaking of 
the highest importance to the prosperity of this city and 
district, as well as to the sections of the State through which 
it is intended to pass, and they therefore respectfully re- 
quest the Representatives of the people in the Legislature 
from the first District, to use all their influence in promoting 
the completion of that work, either by inducing the state to 
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become the proprietors thereof, or in any other manner that 
the Legislature may deem suitable and proper. 

Mr. Ward offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted :— pias 
Resolved, That this Common Council also regard the pro- 
posed New-York and Albany Rail Road as of great import- 
ance to the City of New-York, and recommend the same to 
the favorable consideration of the Legislature. 





DOCUMENT No. 40. 


BOARD OF 
ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


OCTOBER 30, 1835. 


Report of the Ferry Committee on the Petition of the 
Fulton Ferry Company, for additional facilities and conve- 
nience for passengers in crossing the Fulton Ferry. 


Adopted and ordered to be printed. 


Wa. Hacavorn, Clerk. 


ee 


The Ferry Committee, to whom was referred the annexed 
Petition of the Fulton Ferry Company for permission to 
place two additional Boats on that Ferry, and the Report of 
the Ferry Committee of the Board of Aldermen thereon— 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That the Petitioners apply to make arrangements with 
the Common Council, to furnish the public further conveni- 
ences in crossing the Fulton Ferry. It does not appear from 
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the Petition what they desire on the part of the Common 
Council, but from the Report of the Committee of the Board 
of Aldermen it appears that they ask for permission 1o 
place two additional Steam Boats on this Ferry, and. wish 
to have these Boats appraised at the termination of the lease, 
and paid for by the Common Council. It is also proposed 
by the Company to confine these Boats exclusively to pas- 
sengers. 

On referring to the lease of the Fulton Ferry, Your Com- 
mittee find that itis dated in January 1814, and was granted 
for twénty-five years from the 1st of May, 1814. Tt there- 
fore expires on the 1st of May, 1839. It also appears, that 
the rent was to be $4,000 per year for all the time except the 
last seven years, which was to be $4, 500 per year. That 
provision was made in the lease for placing two Steam Boats 
on said Ferry before the Ist of May, 1819: and that if such 
two Boats were put on, then the Common Council would 
pay t the appraised value of such Boats as should actually be 
in use off the Ferry at the expiration of the léase. °° 

There ig rio objection to the two additional Boats as pro- 
posed by the Company if they think proper to place then 
on the Ferry ; but your Committee can see no good reason 
why, the Common Council should assent to the proposal of 
the Ferry Company as to the payment for the Boats at the 
expiration of the lease. 

The Petitioners have the right without the assent of the 
Common Council to place on the said Ferry, additional 
Boats, for the conveyance of passengers, but, it is not this 
permission alone that is desired by. the Company. By the, 
consent of the Common Council as proposed in one of the 
resolutions, the right to be paid for the Boats at the expira- 
of the lease would be obtained: aright concerning w ich 
even thé Petitioners themselves now have doubts, and which, 
in the opinion of the Committee ought not to be granted. 
This Board has already twice refused to agree to pay, for 
Boats on. Ferries, which certainly require more assistance 
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than the Fulton Ferry. This Ferry it is well known is by 
far the most productive of any Ferry connected with the 
city ; and the proprietors are now enjoying their privileges 
‘ata very trifling expense. While they pay to the city an 
annual rent of $4,500, they have exacted from the proprie- 
tors of the South Ferry $4,000 annually, for the mere con- 
sent of the Fulton Ferry Company to the establishment of 
the South Ferry. Your Committee do not think the Com 
mon Council called upon to give any additional privileges to 
the Company, nor to agree to pay any more money at the 
expiration of this lease. 

If the Company have a right to claim from the Common 
Council payment of any additional Boats under their lease, 
an acknowledgment to that effect would be unnecessary, and 
if they have no right to such payment, it is clearly wrong 
for the Common Council to agree to such a provision at this 
time. 

Your Committee think it highly proper that the Common 
Council should keep themselves as free as possible from any 
further contracts for the payment of monies to the Lessees 
of Ferries at the termination of the Ferry leases. This 
lease will expire in about three years and a half, and if the 
Company should have a right to claim a large sum of money 
for other Boats or other purposes from the Common Council 
at its termination; such a claim would have a powerful in- 
fluence in procuring a renewal of the lease on terms less fa- 
vorable to the city, and less accommodating to passengers, 
than might otherwise be obtained. We all know how un- 
willing the Common Council would be to advance $50,000 
or more, to pay for boats to this Ferry and the South Ferry, 
at the termination of their leases in 1839, which may be ne~ 
cessary if this resolutlon should be adopted, in addition to 
the present engagements of the Common Council. In such 
an event, it is probable the leases would be renewed to the 
present lessees on such terms as suited them, whether favor- 
able to the public or not; rather than that the city would 
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advance a large amount of money to pay for Boats at the 
end of the leases. 

The Ferry Committee of the Board of Aldermen in their 
report, recommending the adoption of resolutions in favor of 
the Petition, give as their reasons for this measure, that the 
present accommodation for passengers has long been a source 
of complaint, and that the intercourse between Brooklyn 
and New-York has increased to such an extent, that the pre- 
sent Boats are insufficient, and not adapted to the comfort 
and convenience of passengers. 

These are objections which it is the duty, and in the power 
of the Ferry Company to remedy without the interference 
of the Common Council. They are receiving from passen- 
gers on that Ferry an income which fully entitles the pas- 
sengers to the best accommodations. Your Committee are 
not aware that there is any delay in crossing at this Ferry> 
over two or three minutes at atime. There are now three 
Boats employed, and there is one constantly kept on the 
river. Delay for any period cannot take place by such an 
arrangement, as the slip must be vacated by one Boat to 
make room for the other. 

The accommodation of the passengers on board of the 
Boats is a matter solely for the consideration of the proprie- 
tors of the Ferry, who alone have the control of it, and 
whose interests require that they should consult the conve- 
nience of the public, and particularly at this time, when ad- 
ditional Ferries are about to be established. 

It is further proposed in the resolutions adopted by the 
Board of Aldermen to extend the North Easterly pier on 
the Brooklyn side forty feet into the river at an expense of 
$1400 to the city without receiving any additional rent for 
the same. The reasongiven therefur by the Committee of 
the Board of Aldermen is that the Common Council is bound 
by their lease to make this expenditure. 

On referring to this lease your Committee can find no 
such provision. ‘There is a clause providing that the Com- 
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mon Council shall at their own expense before the first day 
of May 1814 make, and thereafter keep in repair such ad- 
ditional wharves or piers at Beekman slip and Brooklyn as 
may be necessary for the accommodation of a steam Ferry 
Boat or Boats. 

It will be remembered that this refers to the two Boats 
which according to the lease were to be put on this ferry, 
and such piers were provided at that time with which the 
Company have been satisfied to the present period. They 
have no claim under the lease to any additional wharves, 
without paying for the same. 


If the Fulton Ferry would not of itself amply repay the 
Company for any additional expense incurred by them in 
the transportation of passengers, your Committee might 
have recommended building the additional pier for the use 
of the Company free of expense to them during their lease, 
but it is admitted by all, that the profits of this Company are 
enormously large, and continually increasing. Your Com- 
mittee can see no reason why the public money drawn by 
taxation from the citizens should be paid to increase the pro- 
fits of the stockholders of this Company. The Committee 
are ready at all times to recommend whatever is proper on 
the part of the City to aid in making all the ways of access 
to this city easy, but they are not willing to pay the public 
money for the purpose of enriching a Company which is now 
deriving such large revenues from this Ferry. 

With these views your Committee cannot recommend 
this Board toconcur with the Board of Aldermen in the reso- 
lutions adopted by that Board. 

They would recommend however that the Common Coun- 
cil should afford to the Company such facilities as are neces- 
sary to enable them to use two additional boats on this Fer- 
ry if they think proper so to do. 

For this purpose additional room will be required at the 
Wharves at Brooklyn and at the foot of Fulton street, and 
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they recommend that the same be furnished to the Compa- 
ny on their agreeing to pay a fair rent therefor. 

The resolutions propose to appropriate the Westerly side 
of pier No. 21 now occupied by the Fulton Steam Boat Com- 
pany. This appears to bea mistake. The place now occupied 
by the Fulton Steam Boat Company as your Committee are 
informed. is the Easterly side of pier No. 21, and it was the 
Easterly side of this pier intended for the use of this Ferry. 
It cannot however be granted to them until after the first of 
May next until which time the same is leased out. 

In order to carry into effect these proprositions your Com- 
mittee recommend that this Board do not concur in the first 
resolution as adopted by the Board of Aldermen. 

That the second Resolution be amended by inserting after 
the word “ Resolved,” (That if the Fulton Company shall 
agree to furnish two good and substantial ferry boats for the 
transportation of passengers only, in addition to the boats 
now in use on that ferry to be approved by the ferry Com- 
mittees of both boards, and to be kept constantly employed 
thereon, then”) and by striking out the word ‘“ Westerly” 
and inserting in the place thereof the word ‘‘Kasterly”—by 
inserting after the word “appropriated” the words “after 
the first day of May next, and by adding thereto the words 
(payable quarterly during the residue of the lease of the 
said Company and no longer.’’) 

That the third Resolution be amended by inserting after 
the word “Resolved,” “If the said Fulton Ferry Company 
shall agree to pay seven per cent per annum on the cost 
thereof during the residue of their lease”’ and striking out all 
after the word ‘‘ dimensions.” 

That the Fourth Resolution be amended by inserting the 
words “ shall not” after the word ‘‘ Boats” and that the 
Fifth Resolution be amended by striking out the words‘ re- 
port and.” and adding to the resolution the words ‘‘ as amend- 
ed if agreed to by the Fulton Company.” 
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So that the resolutions as proposed to be amended will 
be as follows. 

Resolved, If the Fulton Ferry Company shall agree to fur- 
nish two good and substantial Steam Ferry Boats for the 
transportation of passengers only, in addition to the Boats 
now in use on that Ferry, to be approved by the Ferry Com- 
mittees of both Boards, and to be kept constantly employed 
thereon, then that the Easterly side of pier No. 21, shall be, 
and it is hereby appropriated after the first day of May next 
for the use of the Fulton Ferry Company, at a rent of $1500 
per year, payable quarterly during the residue of the lease 
of the said Company and no longer. 

Resolved, If the said Fulton Ferry Company shall agree 
to pay seven per cent per annum on the cost thereof during 
the residue of their said lease, that the North-easterly pier of 
the Fulton Ferry Company at Brooklyn be extended forty 
feet by sinking a block 20 feet by 30 feet and building a 
bridge of the same dimensions. 

Resolved, That these two additional boats shall not be ap- 
praised in the same manner as specified in the Fulton Ferry 
lease. 

Resolved, That the Counsel of the Board prepare a con- 
tract in conformity with the foregoing resolutions as amend- 
ed, if agreed to by the Fulton Ferry Company. 


ALEXANDER STEWART, 
JOHN V. GREENFIELD. 
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DOCUMENT No. 41. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


NOVEMBER 2d, 1835. 


Report of the Society for the Promotion of Knowledge 
and Industry, made pursuant to a Resolution of the Com- 
mon Council, February 1835. 

Ordered to be printed and put on file. 


Wan. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


To the Honorable the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of 
the City of New York. 


In pursuance of a Resolution of the Common Council, 


adopted in February, 1835, the Society for the promotion 
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of Knowledge and Industry, beg leave to make the follow- 
ing Semi-Annual Report of “the number of persons who 
have procured employment. through the medium of their 
Intelligence Office, whether natives or emigrants, and dis- 
criminating between such as have been employed in the city, 
and those sent from it, and as nearly as they can to what 
places they have been sent.” Previous, however, to making 
these returns, the Society would respectfully offer a few re- 
marks on the nature and usefulness of their said office. The 
very great influx of foreigners into the United States, by far 
the larger portion of whom find their way to this city, and 
many of whom have but little means of support, has often 
produced great inconvenience to the community, and caused 
a very great increase of expense. Strangers arriving among 
us, who leave their country on account of the density of its 
population, and the difficulty of procuring work, resort 
hither, principally with the view of obtaining employment. 
It may be safe to say, that at least fifty per cent, of such 
persons who come to this city, bring with them little else 
than a scanty supply of clothing; and thus, if they do not 
soon procure something to do, they are in the way of temp- 
tation to crime, or they must find their relief in our poor 
houses. 

A reference to the Records of the Commissioners of the 
Alms House, will show to what extent this latter evil has 
existed. It often happens that they are met on board of the 
vessels in which they arrive, by persons who entice them to 
tippling shops and other disorderly residences, where they 
soon expend what little means they have, and when they no 
longer yield profits to their landlords, they are turned adrift 
to procure sustenance in whatever manner they can obtain 
it. The Intelligence Office of this Society was opened on 
the 20th of March, 1834, and has been in active employ- 
ment and increasing operation ever since: its object being 
as much as possible to prevent the evils above enumerated. 

The statements herewith submitted in compliance with 
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the Resolution of the Common Council, (through whose 
liberal aid the benefits of the Office have been much ex- 
tended,) asbefore stated, include but a period of six months, 
and it is believed that instead of any prospective falling off, 
there is every reason from past experience to anticipate the 
members will gradually increase. 


To the Society it is a cause of great comfort to re- 
flect that their labors in this respect have been, to say the 
least of them, highly important to emigrants, and a great 
saving to the city. With these few remarks, they beg leave 
to annex the returns called for by the. resolution of the 
Councils above referred to. 


Applications from employers from the 6th of 
February to the 6th of August, 1835, 4773 
Entered upon the Register of the Office, 





Number of persons supplied with places in this 





city, 8,963 
Persons sent into the country, 576 
4,539 


Besides those persons who are regularly entered upon the 
books there are continual applications, much more numer- 
ous of operatives, a registry of whose names the Superinten- 
dant from the press of his business cannot pretend to keep. 
The reports however to the Society, that could they be re- 
gistered, he has no doubt they would prove, that more than 
20,000 applicants have availed themselves of the office, 
within: six months embraced in the report. 

About 8 per cent. of the operatives applying, are Males, 
and not more than 5 per cent, are natives. Many are the 
instances in which the Widow and the Orphans have been 
provided for, and the great number of young females who 
have through this office been comfortably settled in the paths 
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of usefulness and virtue, leaves no doubt that it has been 
the medium of preservation to no small number. Those 
sent from the city, have gone to Western parts of New-York, 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Georgia, Michigan, 
and Florida. The Society caunot conclude this Report 
without suggesting the propriety of its being printed in all 
the papers which print the minutes of the Common Coun- 
cil, and also preserved on their files as a document for fu- 
ture reference. 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 


WILLIAM A. DUER, 
President Pro Tem. 


Danie, ULLMANN, 
Secretary. 


New-York, October 21st, 1835. 





DOCUMENT No. 42. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


NOVEMBER 4th, 1835. 


Report of the Committees on Streets and on Laws, on 
the Resolution to re-organize the Street Commissioner’s De- 
partment. 

Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on Streets 
and Laws, to enquire into the expediency of making such 
changes in the organization of the Street Commissioner’s de- 
partment, as will divide the duties appertaining thereto in a 
manner more conducive to the public interests, and that they 
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report an ordinance therefor, if such changes shall be thought 
necessary. 


The Committee on Streets and Laws to whom was refer- 
red the above resolution relative to the re-organization of the 
Street Commissioner’s department, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That this subject is one of great importance both in re- 
gard to the improvement, and the proper management of 
the various interests of this City. To the Street Commis- 
sioner has been confided the vast business of this City so far 
as relates to its internal concerns. The office has grown 
with the growth of the City, and has now become so extend- 
_ed, and the duties have become so arduous, as to render it 
‘impossible for any one man faithfully to perform them all. 
No one at all acquainted with the duties of this office can 
hesitate in coming to this conclusion. The present officer has 
by an unexampled devotion of all his time to the business of 
the City, and by continual labor early and late, succeeded in 
performing an amount of business far greater than should be 
expected, or asked from any man. 


The entire charge of all the Streets, Roads, Public 
Grounds, Wharves, Piers, Slips, and Ferries, rests on this of- 
ficer. He must see to all contracts for building, or repairing 
the wharves and piers, all works on the roads, all paving 
and repairing of streets, laying side-walks, all regulations 
for ferry bridges, and other appendages,, all wells in different 
parts of the City, the building of sewers, and the general 
charge of them when erected, the sales of lands for taxes or 
assessments, besides various other duties which it is unne- 
cessary here to enumerate. Sufficient has already been no- 
ticed to satisfy any one, thatthe interests of the City require 
some alteration in these duties. But in addition to all this, 
the Street Commissioner has the disbursement of large sums 
of money for all the work done under his supervision, which 
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does not fall far short of 500,000 dollars annually, for all of 


which, accounts must be kept and vouchers rendered, and no 
small portion of his time must be occupied in attending up- 
on the Committees of the Common Council. 

In his office is kept a large part of the documentary evi- 
dences connected with the real estate of this City, and every 


one at all conversant with this office must remember, how 


much of the time of the Street Commissioner is occupied in 
furnishing information on this subject to the public, which 
cannot be obtained elsewhere. 

The public interests, in the opinion of your Committee, re- 
quire, that the Street Commissioner should be able to devote 
more of his time in the office. The great evil, (in addition 
to requiring from one man more than he can perform) is, 
that he is required to be absent so much from his office in at- 
tending to the public works, and is thuscompelled to neglect 
some of the important duties that devolve on him, or leave 
them to be attended to by the Clerks in his office. Besides, 
while so much is required from this officer, he cannot examine 
the public works on streets, roads, &c. as often as is required ; 
and the interests of the City materially suffer from want of 
proper examination of contract and other work as it pro- 
gresses. 

Your Committee have no hesitation therefore in saying, 
that the duties of this office should be divided; and when 
they consider the work now required to be done in the Street 
Commissioner’s department, the rapid growth of the City, 
the proposed improvements for the present year, and the 
probable addition to this labor every succeeding year, your 
Committee have come to the conclusion, that the following 
willbe the most judicious arrangement as well for the pre- 
sent interests of the City, as for its future increase, and they 
therefore propose the future organization of the Street Com- 
missioner’s department should consist of, 

Ast. A Street Commissioner, 

2d. An Assistant Street Commissioner, 
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3rd. A Superintendent of Wharves, 
4th. A Superintendent of Pavements, 
5th. A Superintendent of Roads, 


6th. A First Clerk, 
7th. A Second Clerk, § to be employed in the office. 


To the Srrert Commisstoner should be entrusted the 
entire charge and supervision of the affairs connected with the 
office, the paying out all the moneys, the making of all 
contracts, the keeping of all accounts and vouchers, draw- 
ing all necessary plans, maps, regulations and other profiles, 
making all Assessments for wells, pumps, paving &c., the 
charge of all the public grounds and places, and all other 
duties now belonging to that officer, and which are not here- 
after entrusted to the Superintendents respectively. 


The duties of the Asststant StREET ComMIssIoNnER would 
be similar to the duties at present performed by that officer, 
and the law in relation to him needs no alteration. Your Com- 
mittee cannot avoid expressing their opinion, that it is highly 
necessary for the Common Council in filling this office, when- 
ever it becomes vacant, to select persons who would qualify 
themselves to fill'the principal office in this department, if 
necessary. It is highly important for the Street Commis- 
sioner to be intimately acquainted with the rights, interests, 
and property of the Common Council, as, well as with the 
wants of the City, and this knowledge is much easier obtain- 
ed, and to a far greater extent in the business of the office 
than in any other way. 


To the SUPERINTENDENT or Wuarves should be commit- 
ted the charge and care of all the public wharves, piers, and 
slips, and also the interest of the City in private ones, the re~ 
pairing of all that are out of order, the superintending the 
erection of new ones, the clearing out, and filling up of slips 
when ordered by the Common Council, and the making all 
estimates connected with this branch of the public business 
when required by the Street Commissioner. It should also 


we 
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be his duty to communicate from time to time to the Street 
Commissioner, such improvements or repairs as may be ne- 
cessury in his department, to be communicated by him io 
the Common Council. 


It will be perceived that this requires a man of judgment, 
intelligence, and practical science, and that it will be neces- 
sary for him to keep accounts of all the work done under his 
direction, for the information of the head of the depart- 
ment. 

The increasing wants of the City both in piers and slips 
will render the construction of many new ones necessary ; 

and when we remember that there are now about one hun- 
dred docks, and piers already erected, besides several new 
ones ordered to be built, and the necessity for a continual in- 
crease every year, all of which should be frequently ex- 
amined, it will be apparent, that there will be work enough 
to give this officer constant employment. 

To the SuPERINTENDENT oF Pavements should be com- 
mitted the charge of regulating, paving and repairing the 
streets and side-walks of the City. There are now upwards of 
240 miles of pavements in this City, and the proposed open- 
ing of all the streets, and avenues to Forty-second Street, 
will add about twenty more streets of at least two miles 
each, besides parts of streets also to be opened ; which in the 
whole will make upwards of fifty miles more ; all of which 
‘in a short time will require regulation, and many of them 
paving. 

This officer should also take the charge of repairing the 
streets, whenever it is to be done at the public expense. The 
change made a few years since which requires all streets af- 
ter they are once paved to be repaired at the public cost, 
will add greatly to the duties of this officer every succeed- 
ing year, and in the opinion of the Committee, requires the 
formation of this office at the present time. 


This officer should also be empowered to appoint Inspec- 
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tors of pavement, and the other subordinate persons in his 
employ. In such offices the public interests will be far bet- 
ter served by leaving to the Superintendent the responsibil- 
ity of appointing suitable workmen under him, and at the 
same time making them more immediately dependent on the 
Superintendent and more under his controul. This respon- 
sibility on the part of one and dependence on the part of the 
other, will in the opinion of your Committee result beneficial- 
ly to the interests of the City. 

To the SuperINtTENDENT oF Roaps should be committed 
the general charge of the Roads, both as to working new ones, 
and repairing old ones. But as the repairing the roads re- 
quires constant attention, and could not in every instance be 
submitted tothe Common Council, your Committee recom- 
mend that this officer should be placed under the directions 
of the Road Committee of both Boards. 

There are now nearly seventy miles of roads on this Is- 
land, and yet these roads do not sufficiently answer the 
wants of the city, even at the present time. The future in- 
crease of the city will require for some years to come, that 
ahis extent of roads should be increased rather than dimin- 
ished, until the regulation of this Island shall be completed. 

The interests of the city undoubtedly require, that every 
Avenue to it should be as free as possible, but to no part of 
the city is it more necessary to afford to our citizens means 
‘of access, than to the upper part of the Island. A contrary 
policy has already driven from the city a large number of its 
inhabitants, and if persisted in, will be a serious injury to its 
‘growth and prosperity. Impressed with this belief, your 
‘Committee think that the labors of a Superintendent of Roads 
will be necessary for many years to come, and there is no 
‘branch of the Street Commissioner’s duties so onerous, and 
oppressive as that of overseeing the roads. Your Committee 
are also persuaded that far more than the amount of the 
sae of this officer would annually be saved in the personal 

‘> conld ove to the workmen employed, in keeping 


BS 











345 [Doc. No. 42. 


their time of work; in having the work better done, and 
at less expense to the public. This officer should keep 
an account of the time of the men employed, the work done, 
and the expense attending it for the Street Commissioner, 
He should be capable of thoroughly examining the work, 
directing the mode of doing it, qualified to employ suitable 
men for the purposes connected with his department, and 
to keep correctly the accounts referred to. ; 


There might not in the winter season be work enough to 
employ this Officer for three months, but your Committee 
think a permanent officer would be better, and that a propor- 
tionate deduction should be made in his salary. 


These Superintendents, from the extent of ground over 
which their duties are to be performed, and the necessity 
for constant examination, will each be obliged to keep a horse, 
and this should be considered in fixing the compensation al- 
lowed them for their services. 


The two Clerks would be required for duties similar to: 
those now performed by them, and no other regulation will 
be necessary than is now provided by law. 


Your Committee remark, that under this organization of 
the department, it is intended that no officer should have 
any thing to do with the payment of money, except the 
Street Commissioner. All moneys to be paid in any branch 
of the department, must be paid out by the Street Com- 
missioner on the accounts to be examined, and audited by 
the Superintendent of that department in which the expen- 
diture shall be made ; and to be at all times subject to the 
approval of the Street Commissioner. 


This separation of making the contract, and paying the 
money from the superintending, and inspecting the work, 
will add much to the accountability of both officers ; and 
while one will be a check upon the other, it will also in the 
opinion of the Committee, tend to prevent any misapplica- 
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tion of the*public funds, as well as extravagant or improvi- 


dent contracts. 
| The appointment of the superintendents should be in the 


Common Council, each of them being in fact at the head of 


a particular department, though under the supervision of the 
Street Commissioner. But your Committee think that the 
appointment of the Clerks should be left with the Street 
Commissioner. This would relieve the Common Council 
from a duty which is often very improperly performed, and 
make the head of the department responsible for all the acts 
of his office. He is also far more capable of judging of the 
qualifications of applicants for these situations than the mem- 
bers of the Common Council, and there is no danger that 
the power of appointment would be abused. 

In the proposed plan, it is intended still to confine to the 
Street Commissioner the duty of making all contracts for 
work in either branch of business in his office. There, 
should be kept all the books, vouchers, evidences of con- 
tracts, and securities connected with the public business. 
With this arrangement, all contracts would be made, and se- 
curity given in the office, the work inspected by the respec- 
tive superintendents, and then paid for on their certificate 
of approval by the Street Commissioner. 

In regard to the compensation to be given to these officers, 
your Committee would recommend giving a fair salary to 
those employed. The public cannot expect to be well and 
faithfully served, without giving to those in their employ a 
compensation suitable to the services rendered, and such as 
will obtain men of judgment and capacity. 

The labor of the Street Commissioner will be, however, so 
much reduced as to warrant placing his salary on the same 
rate as that of the Comptroller; and your Committee recom- 
mené that the salaries be as follows, viz: 


To the Street Commissioner, $2,500 per annum. 
To the Assistant Street Commissioner. 1,500 do 
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To the Superintenpent of Wharves, 1,500 per annum. 
To the Superintendent of Streets, 1,500 do 
To the Superintendent of Roads, 1,000 do 


And to the Clerks, the same salary as now fixed by law. 


There is another duty performed by the Street Commis- 
sioner, which in the opinion of your Committee should be 
placed in the hands of another officer. The present law 
does not specify any officer authorised to inspect wells when 
built under contract, but the duty has generally devolved on 
the Street Commissioner. Your Committee are of opinion 
that this duty should be assigned to the Superintendent of 
Building. 

The person having charge of the City Pumps, and Wells 
is connected with his office, and under the controul of the 
Superintendent, and he should be employed for this purpose. 

Your Committee herewith submit an ordinance amending 
the present law creating a Street Commissioner’s Depart- 
ment, intended to carry out these views, which they recom- 
mend for the adoption of the Common Council. 


BENJAMIN TOWNSEND. } 

THOMASS. BRADY. Committees on 
EDWARD CURTIS. Streets and Laws. 
D. P. INGRAHAM. 








A LAW 


To AMEND “ a LAW, CREATING A STREET CoMMISSIONER’S 
DEPARTMENT, AND PRESCRIBING .THE DUTIES OF THE 
OFFICERS THEREOF.” 


TITLE I. 
Of the Superintendent of Pavements, and his powers and duties. 


Section 1. There shall be appointed by the Common 
Council, a discreet and proper person who shall be known 
as, and called the Superintendent of Pavements, to hold his 
office at the pleasure of the Common Council. 


°§2. He shall take an oath or affirmation, faithfully to 
perform the duties of the office before entering upon the same. 


§ 3. He shall give bonds for the faithful performance of 
his duties as Superintendent of Pavements in the sum of five 
thousand dollars, with sufficient securities to be approved of 
by the Finance Committees of both Boards. 


§ 4, It shall be the duty of the said Superintendent of 
Pavements to attend to the execution of all ordinances of the 
Common Council, for regulating, digging, filling, paving, or 
re-paving the streets, to employ competent persons to in- 
spect the pavements of the streets under contract or other- 
wise, the daily pay of whom shall not exceed one dollar 
and a half per day for each person so employed, and the 
expense of which shall be assessed and collected with the 
expenses of such payment. He shall.also employ compe- 
tent persons with carts and necessary implements, on daily 
pay, to repair the pavements of the streets where neces- 


2 
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sary, and keep the time of the men and the accounts of the 
‘work thereon. 

§ 5. It shall be the duty of the said Superintendant of 
Pavements, continually to inspect the pavements of the 
streets, which have been accepted by the Common Council, 
and which are to be repaired at the public expense, and to 
repair the same forthwith, whenever such repairs shall be 
necessary without any ordinance of the Common Council 
therefor. 

§ 6. It shall also be the duty of the Superintendent of 
Pavements to examine, audit, and certify to the Street. Com- 
missioner, all accounts connected with his department for 
work done under his supervision ; and also to certify as to the 
‘fulfilment of contracts, and no moneys shall be paid by the 
Street Commissioner for any bills or accounts connected 
with this department, until the same shall be so certified and 
approved by the Superintendent. 

§8. The said Superintendent shall in all matters con- 
nected with his department be under the control; supervision 
and direction of the Street Commissioner, who shall have 
the right of approving or disapproving all accounts certified 





as aforesaid, and by whorn alone all accounts shall be paid ; 


and in case of his disapproval, the Street Commissioner shall 
report the same to the Common Council. 


TITLE I. 


Of the Superintendent of Wharves and Piers, and his 


Powers and Duties. 


Section 1. The Superintendent of Wharves and Piers, 
shall, in addition to the duties required by the law hereby 
amended, attend to the filling up, and cleaning outof all the 
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slips and basins in the city when ordered by the Common 
Council ; and shall keep regular accounts of the time of the 
men employed, and work done under his direction. 


§ 2. It shall also be his duty to report to the Street Com- 
missioner all necessary alterations, and repairs that may be 
required to any wharves, of piers, and estimates of the ex- 
pense thereof, who shall report the same to the Common 
Conncil except in cases where the expenditure shall not ex- 
ceed in amount five hundred dollars; in which case the 
Street Commissioner may direct such repairs to be done by 
the Superintendent. 


§ 3. The said Superintendent shall in all matters con- 
nected with his department, be under the control, supervi- 
sion, and direction of the Street Commissioner ; who shall 
have the right of approving or disapproving all accounts 
certified as aforesaid, and by whom alone, all accounts shall 
be paid; and in case of his disapproval, the Street Commis 
sioner shall report the same to the Common Council. 


TITLE III. 
Of the Superintendent of Roads, and his powers and duties. 


Section 1. There shall be appointed by the Common 
Council, a suitable person to be designated Superintendent 
of Roads, to hold his office at the pleasure of the Common 
Council. 


§ 2. He shall take an oath or affirmation, faithfully to per- 
‘form the duties of the office before entering upon the same. 


_§ 8. He shail give bonds for the faithful performance of 
his duties as Superintendent of Roads, in the sum of five 
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thousand dollars, with sufficient securities to be approved of 
by the Finance Committee, of both Boards. 

§ 4. The said Superintendent of Roads shall be the 
Overseer of Roads and Highways ; and it shall be his duty 
to take charge of, oversee, and superintend the working and 
repairing of all the public roads ; toemploy and superintend 
the workmen necessary therefor when at public expense ; to 
superintend and inspect all work done by contract thereon, 
to make all estimates necessary or connected with the same 
when required by the Street Commissioner; to keep correct | 
accounts of the time of the men, and the work, and ex- 
pense attending the same when not done by contract ; and 
report the same semi-monthly to the Street Commissioner. 


§ 5. The said Superintendent shall, in repairing the roads, 
follow such directions as may be given by the Joint Com- 
mittee on Roads, through the Street Commissioner, and 
shall at all times be subject to their orders as to the mode in 
which the work shall -be done except, when otherwise order- 
ed by the Common Council. 


§ 6. It shall be the duty of the said Superintendent of 
Roads, to report to the Attorney of the Corporation, all vio- 
lations of the laws relating to the public roads that may 
come to his knowledge ; and especially all persons guilty of 
removing dirt, sand, clay, or other material therefrom. 

§ 7. He shall likewise examine the state of the roads from 
time to time, and report all repairs, which in his opinion may 
be necessary, to the Street Commissioner ; who shall lay the 
same forthwith before the Road Committees, except where 
the expense of such repairs shall not in any one case exceed 
the sum of one hundred dollars in which case the Superin- 
tendent shall cause the same forthwith to be done. 


§ 8. It shall also be the duty of the said Superintendent of 
toads, to examine, audit, and certify to the Street Commis- 
sioner all accounts connected with his department, for work 
done under his supervision, and also to certify as to the fulfil- 
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ment of contracts ; and no money shall be paid by the Street 
Commissioner for any bills, accounts, or contracts connected 
with this department, until the same shallbe so certified, and 
approved by the Superintendent. 

§ 9. The said Superintendent shall in all matters connect- 
ed with his department be under the control, supervision, and 
direction of the Street Commissioner, who shall have the 
right of approving or disapproving all accounts. certified as 
aforesaid, and by whom alone all accounts shall be paid ; and 
in case of his disapproval, the Street Commissioner shall re~ 
port the same to the Common Council. 


TITLE IV. 
Of Wells. 


Section 1. All public Wells hereafter built by order of the 
Common Council shall be examined, and jnspected by the 


Superintendent of Building, and shall be paid for by the » 


Street Commissioner in the usual manner, on receiving from 


the said Superintendent a certificate of his approval of the . 


work, and that the same is built in conformity to law. 

§ 2. No public well shall hereafter be built in any of the 
avenues of this City. ‘ 

§ 3. No person shall build any wellin any of the avenues 
of this City under the penalty of fifty dollars, and the Street 
Commissioner shall cause the same, in all such cases, to be 


filled up. 





— 
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TITLE V. 


Miscellaneous Provisions. 


Section 1. All contracts for work of any kind contemplat- 
ed to be done under this ordinance shall be made by the 
Street Commissioner, and bonds for the performance thereof 
shall be taken and approved of by him, and all monies there- 
for, and for work done under any of the Superintendents shall 
be paid out by the said Street Commissioner in his office ; 
and all such contracts, accounts, books, vouchers, and cer- 
tificates shall be kept in his office, and under his control. 

§ 2. The first and second clerks in the Street Commission- 
er’s office shall hereafter be appointed by the Street Com- 
missioner, and shall hold their offices respectively during the - 
pleasure of the Seooem@xmmmimsmamaar Coren. ounel 

| §3. The following sections of the law hereby amended 
namely : section 5 of title 1; sections 2, 6 and 10 of title 2; 
section 4 of title 3; section 7 of title 5; and such other parts 
of the said law as are inconsistent herewith are hereby, re- 
pealed. 

§ 4. The salary of the Street Commissioner shall be two 
thousand five hundred dollars per annum, in equal quar- 
terly payments from the City Treasury. 

§ 5. The salary of the Assistant Street Commissioner 
shall be fifteen hundred dollars per annum, in equal quarter- 
ly payments from the City Treasury. 

§ 6. The salary,of the Superintendent of Wharves and 
Piers shall be fates hundred dollars per annum, in equal 
quarterly payments from the City Treasury. ' 

§ 7. he salary of the Superintendent of Pavements shall 
be fifteets hundred dollars per annum, in equal quarterly 


| 
| payments from the City Treasury. 








§ 8. The salary of the Superintendent of Roads shall be 
one thousand dollars per annum, in equal quarterly payments 


from the City Treasury. 
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BOARD OF 
ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


NOVEMBER 16, 1835. 


ADDITIONAL 


Report of the Committee» on Streets and on Laws in re- 
gard to the Street Commissioner’s department. Adopted. 


Ww. Hacaporn,; Clerk: 


etateaen rt 


The Committee on Streets and Laws to whom was refer- 
red the resolution to re-organize the Street Commissioner’s | 
department, in. addition to their former report on this sub- 
ject also, ; 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That there is connected with this subject another matter 
in the opinion of your Committee of importance to the City, 
and which they feel warranted to bring before this Board in 
connection with the subject assigned them by the resolution. 

The present Street; Commissioner George B. Smith from 
a long and attentive performance of his duties has obtained 
an intimate acquaintance with the property, interests, and 
wants of the City ; whoever may be his successor will take a 
Jong time to obtain this information and will be much aided 
by the information and knowledge possessed by Mr. Smith. 
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in addition to this, the Committees of both Boards contin- 
ually need information in the performance of their duties, 
without which it is almost impossible correctly to report on 
matters referred to them. 

While your Committee do not doubt that Mr. Smith would 
readily give to his successor, or to the Committees of either 
Boards any information connected with the City interests 
freely, and cheerfully, yet your Committee do not think it 
right or becoming in the Common Council, to ask him to de- 
yote any portion of his time or labour for the benefit of the 
City without a fair compensation. 

Your Committee believing it would be for the interests of 
the City, recommend that an arrangement be made with Mr. 
Smith to devote a limited portion of his time, to give what 
information may be required by his successor, until he be- 
comes acquainted with the business of the office, and the in- 
terests, and property of the City; and also to meet such Com- 
mnittees as may require his services. 

Your Committee are informed that there is nothing in Mr. 
Smith’s present engagements to prevent such an arrangement; 
and they recommend the same to continue until the first of 
June next, when it can be renewed or not at the pleasure of 
the Common Council. 

For this purpose they offer the following Resolution: 

Resolved, That George B. Smith be requested to devote 
such portion of his time each day as may be necessary un- 
til the first of June next, to advise with the Street Commis- 
sioner in regard to the City concerns, and also to meet Com- 
mittees® in the afternoon, and evening when notified for that 
purpose; and that seven hundred and fifty dollars be paid 
him therefor. 


BENJ. TOWNSEND, } 

EDWARD CURTIS, ! Committee on Streets 
. P. INGRAHAM, f ee es, 

THOMAS S. BRADY, 
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DOCUMENT No. 43. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


NOVEMBER 16th 1835. 


Report of the Attorney of the Corporation, in compliance 
with a Resolution offered by Mr. Cleaveland, requiring infor- 
mation as to the bringing of suits in Courts remote from the 
dwellings of the defendants. 

Referred to Law Committee and ordered to be printed. 


Wan. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The undersigned in compliance with a Resolution adopt- 
ed by the Board of Assistant Aldermen on the 2d November 
instant, requiring, ‘the Attorney of the Corporation to re- 
“* port to this Board the legal title of each suit which has been 


Doc. No. 43.] 358 


“ commenced since June Ist 1835, by the Corporation of the 
“city against any Person or Persons in the Assistant Justi- 
‘ces Court for the Twelfth Ward, together with the Wards 
‘in which the several Defendants resided at the time the 
“ said Suits were commenced,” respectfully_refers the Board 
of Assistant Aldermen to the annexéd List of the several 
cases prepared from the files of James Flannagan Esq. the 
Assistant Justice of the Lower District of the said Ward, 
no suits having been brought ‘in the upper district thereof. 


The undersigned feels called upon to state, that previous 
to the commencing of the swits.referred to, he made enqui- 
-ry at the different courts in order to ascertain at which the 
Public business could be attended to with the least delay, 
and discovered: that there was no other Assistant Justices’ 
Céurt than that for the Twelfth Ward. where the Corpora- 
tion cases could be disposed of, without serious inconveni- 
ence to private suitors as well as to those attending on the 
Puhlic cases. 

The Court for the Ist, 2d and 3d Wards, was closed in ~ 
consequence of the ill health-of the late Assistant Justice 
Rubzen Van Rensselear Esq. and the busines: transferred ta 
that of the 4th and 6th Wards, which: together with‘ the cases 
commenced by warrant (requiring immediate attention) ren- 
dered it impossible for the Assistant Justice:of = — 
attend to Corporation suits... - 9% 


In the 7th, and 10th, Wards Cou a tees Calendee of 
Corporation cases had just been disposed of and the Assist- 
ant Justice announced his intention of going to the country. 
The Court for the 5th and_&th Wards was closed—and as 
the Assistant Justice for the 9th, 11th, and 13th was in very 
feeble health, it was not thought advisable to impose upon 
him ~a, large number of suits+the» more especially? as his 

-Court/is net much nearer the lower “part of the City, Hor of 
fore easy. access than that for the 12th .Ward) and als6'ds 
the Assistant,Sustide of thé: 12th Ward is dependant upon 
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the fees of office, and therefore entitled to some portion of 


~ the C orporation business—tor these reasons the undersigned 


éaused to be issu Wout of the 12th Ward Court. the usual 
periodical number of summonses without reference to the 
residence of the defendants. 

As all the Assistant Justices Courts are now open, ar- 
ranyveménts have'béeri made’ to bring’ all the Corporation 
suits commenced by summons as far as practicable, in the 
Court nearest the residence or place of business of the se- 
veral defendants—all of which is respectfully submitted by 


JOHN R. LIVINGSTON, Jr. 
Corporation Attorney, 
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DOCUMENT No. 24. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


NOVEMBER 16th 1835. 





Resolutions ofered by Mr. Clark, on the expediency of 
providing, by Loans, to meet the expense of sundry im- 
provements in the City of New-York. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Wan. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


ey 


Resolved, (If the Board of Aldermen concur,) That it is 
expedient that the Common Council of this City should pro- 
vide by loans, the means that shall become requisite to meet ~ 
such expenses as may be incurred by this City, 





Ist. In the purchase of land for a Public Cemetery. 
2d. In Clearing the Harlem River of all obstructions to 
the navigation thereof. 
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3d. In building a stone pier of a mile in length, extending 
North and South, and. forming a large and commodious Ba- 
sin on the West side of uns City. 

4th, In opening and constructing as speedily as practicable, 
and on the permanent level, and in the most durable manner 
all the Avenues and parts of Avenues of this City, not al- 
ready directed to be opened. Also, every street of one 
hundred feet in width,-aned North of 42d street; and that 
the same shall be borrowed at such times, and in such sums 
as the progress of the works mentioned herein, may in the 
opinion of the Mayor, Comptroller, and Street Commissioner 
of this City, be likely to require for the year vext ensuing. 

Resolved, (if the Board of Aldermen concur,) That the 
Counsel of the “Corporation prepare a Memorial and draft 
of a Law in accordance with the preceding resolution, and 
that the same be presented_to the Legislature at its nest 
session. 


ee 
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DOCUMENT No. i5. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


NOVEMBER 30th, 1835. 


Report of the Ferry Committee relative to extra ferriage 
charged for passengers at the Fulton and Catherine. street 
ferries after certain hours.— 

Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Wa. Hacavorn, Clerk. 


“Resolved, That it be referred to the Ferry Committee, to 
inquire and report whether passengers, in crossing the Ful- 
‘ton and Catherine street Ferries, are subjected to an extra 
charge after certain houys at night, and whether such charge 
is allowed by law.” 


The Ferry Committee, to whom was referred the annex- 
ed, Resolution directing them to enquire and report whether 
passengers in crossing the Fulton and Catherine street Fer- 
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ries are subjected to an extra charge after certain hours at 
night, and whether such charge is allowed by law? 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That they have had an interview with the Lessees of the 
said Ferries and have been informed by them, that passen- 
gers, crossing at the said Ferries later than half an hour af- 
ter sunset are charged six cents each, being two cents more 

‘than the ferriage charged during the day. 

By the terms of the Lease for the Fulton ferry which was 
granted more than twenty years ago, when Steam ferry na- 
vigation was considered somewhat of an experiment, the 
Lessees were bound to provide in the first instance one 
Steam ferry boat and to employ the same on the Ferry daily 
from half an hour before sunrise-until half an hour after sun- 
set. The Lease contemplated that in addition to such sin- 
gle steam ferry boat, it would be necessary for the Lessees 
to employ other ferry boats of the description which had 
been used previous to that time ; and the Lease provides that 
such other Ferry boats should in like manner be employed 
during the hours and times prescribed by the Act or Acts ee 
the Legislature-in the premises. 

The. act of the Legislature respecting Ferries between this 
City and Long Island which was passed it 1813, declares 
that. the Ferry Master or owner-of the Ferry boats shall at 
all times in the months of May, June, July, August and Sep- - 
tember in every year have boats ready for. the transportation 
of passengers ‘and goods from an half an hour before sun- 
rise in every morning to Nine in the evening, . and j in all the 
other months in the year from sunrise to eight” j'clock’in the 
evening. eee : 

The superior utility of steam ferry boats soon caused the 
old ferry boats to bé disused” upon ‘all the fetries of this City, 
_and the-entire transporiation-at the Fulton -ferry being per- 
formed -by ‘ste4m~ boats: the «clause! ipathe Lease. relasing fo 
ferry. boats of another kind may be considered inoperative. 
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.. By the terms of the Lease for the Catherine street Ferry 
(granted in 1820) the Lessees were bound to provide two 
Steam ferry boats and to keep them at all reasonable times:em- 
ployed on the said Ferry. The horse boats contemplated in 
this Lease having long since been superseded by steam boats 
the Lessees have adopted the time prescribed by the Fulton 
ferrp lease for the employment of Steam ferry boats 3..viz, 
from: half an hour before sunrise until half an-hour after sun- 
set asa fair construction of the expression ‘at all reasona- 
ble times” in their lease. 


7 


The Committee are of opinion that the Lessees of the 
said Ferries, comply substantially with the requisitions of 
their lease in respect to the time during which they are bound 
to keep their boats running. 


With regard to the legality of the extra charge made for 
passengers who cross in the said’ boats later than the pre- 
scribed time, the Committee are of opinion that if the Les- 
sees are not bound to employ those Boats on the ferries 
after that period, but do so of their own accord, they have 
aright to charge whatever they may think fit for transport- 
ing passengers during such extra employment of their boats, 
It then becomes a matter of private contract between the 
owners of the boats and the persons who desire to be ac- 
commodated by them; and such extra charge is no viola- 
tion of the conditions of the lease. The charge of six cents 
for each passenger does not appear exorbitant under those 
circumstances, and the Committee are assured by the Léssees, 
that the employment of the boats after hours is not a source 
of gain to them, although it affords a very great accommo- 
dation to a limited number of persons who have occasion to 
cross the river at late hours, : 


The Committee in conclusion, would remark that the law 
of the State herein before referred to, which regulates the 
rates of ferriage between this City and Long Island, makes 
provision against overcharges of ferriage, and furnishes a 
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“yémedy for the same. It declares that if any Ferryman or 
his servant shall ask, demand or take any gréater or other 
rates of ferriage than are thereby established, the person so 
offending, shall for every such offence forfeit the sum of two 
dollars and fifty cents. Under this law, any person who 
“may doubt the legality of the rate of ferriage demanded 
from him either by night or by day, may have the same 
tested by an action before a Justice; and if any illegal 
~amount has been exacted from him, he can impose the above 
penalty together with the costs upon the Ferry-master. 
:. "The Committee having furnished all the information in 
" their power on the subject referred to them, beg leave to 
offer the following resolution :— 

Resolved, That the Ferry Committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the said annexed resolution. 


LE WARDS iumlanidts } Committee. 
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DOCUMENT No. 46. 





, er sigs BOARD OF 
ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


NOVEMBER 30, 1835 





j Report of the Committee of Roads and Canals on the 
Petition to widen the Fourth Avenue to 140 feet. 
Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Committee on Roads and Canals, to whom was re- 
ferred the annexed petition for widening the Fourth Avenue 

* throughout its whole extent to 140 feet width, and remon- 
strance against the game" os BAL gs 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That your Committee have given the same a thorough ex- 
amination, have caused the same to be advertised, and have 
heard the parties in favor of, and opposed to, the measure. 





N 
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The Petitioners represent that the centre of this Avenue 
is now oectipied by the Rail Road, and that from its central 
position it will become a great thoroughfare for the popula- 
tion in that part of the Island. 

Your Committee are aware of the importance of these 
considerations, and they are’ of opinion that the proposed 
alteration would be beneficial to the Avenue, and a great 
improvement of the property in that neighborhood. 

There has been but little objection to the same above 28th 
street, and though your Committee think that it is desirable 
desirable to widen the same to Union Place, yet inasmuch 
as a majority of the owners below 28th street have opposed 
_ the measure, your Committee do not recommend that this 
\- extension should take place lower than 28th street. 

There are but few buildings now erected on this part of 
the Avenue, and the alteration cannot be made at any future 
period ata less expense than at the present time. 

It is not proposed to open this Avenue at present, but to al- 
ter the map of the City, so that whenever the Fourth Avenue 
is opened, it shall. be 14U feet in width, and.so as to prevent 
the erection of buildings on the Avenue when so widened. 

Your Committee, therefore,, submit the following resolu- 
tion :— 

Resolved, That the map or plan of the City be altered so 
as to make the Fourth Avenue 140 teet wide by adding 
twenty feet on each side of the same from 28th street to 
Harlem River. 4 

D. P. INGRAHAM, Committee on Roads 
JOHN V. GREENFIELD. ; and Canals. 





} ; 








DOCUMENT No, 27. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


- JULY 27th, 1835. 


Report of the finance Committee on the debts due the Cor- 
poration in the Office of the Superintendent of Streets. 
Adopted. 
Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 





The Finance Committee to whom was referred the Re- 
port of the Superintendent of Streets, and accompanying 
lists of certificates and duplicates for street manure, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That it appears from the papers, that under Mr. Bloodgood’s 
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administration of that office, the number of duplicates which 
remained unpaid was 5,726 
Of certificates, 23,628 29,354, at 35c. $10,273 90 
And under Mr. Beri- 

an’s, which com- 

menced in June, 

1834, and termina- 

ted in June, 1835, 

there was unpaid, 

of duplicates, 16,311 

Certificates, 18,791 34,902, at 35c. $12,215 70 
Amount of debts for 

manure, uncollect- 


ed, June 17, 1835, $22,489 60 


Mr. Hatfield, the present Superintendent, is of opinion 
that of the sum remaining due upon last year’s business 
about three fourths will be collected. Of Mr. Bloodgood’s 
list of uncollected accounts no satisfactory opinion can be 
formed, as his transactions embrace a period of about eight 
years, as the list commences in 1826. 


If under these circumstances, not more than one half of 
the debt due the Department, for manure is lost, it will pro- 
bably arise out of the measures which the present Super- 
intendent proposes to take for the collection of the accounts. 
To the practice of sending circular dunning letters to the 
debtors of the office, Mr. Hatfield proposes to superadd his 
prompt and persevering personal efforts in collecting the 
accounts by visiting the farmers. Like a true and faithful 
officer he considers that for this service he is not entitled to 
any extra compensation, and his arrangements will be such 
as that no other expense will be incurred than for ferriages. 
These your Committee have promised Mr. Hatfield the Cor- 
poration will pay, and he will accordingly proceed with his 
characteristic vigour to collect the accounts under this ar- 
rangement. 
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Contemplating the large amount of bad debts in the office, 
your Committee are not able to determine whether it arose 
principally from neglect in the officers in collecting their ac- 
counts, or from the nature of the business. Presuming the 
mischief to lie in the system, to a considerable extent, your 
Committee have examined whether it is possible to apply a re- 
medy. With this view the Chairman of the Committee has 
visited the office five or six times. Among other questions, 
he propounded to the Superintendent, whether a system of 
making sales for cash, at prices a little reduced from the 
present, would not operate as well as the credit system, and 
result in avoiding losses. His answer is annexed, and your 
Committee suppose it to be conclusive upon the point. They | 
will, therefore, propose no alteration of the system, nor any 
change of the price or terms upon which the manure is sold. 
But your Committee are bound to observe that violations of 
the ordinance, as to the time of credit which is allowed on 
the accounts, have become the settled practice of the office. 
The ordinance establishes the price of manure at 30 cents 
per load, and unless it is paid for in twenty days it must be 
charged at 35 cents ; but the practice has been to charge the 
commodity at only 30 cents per load, if paid for within twelve 
months. To this departure from the law, involving as it in- 
evitably must, a want of promptitude in the officer in making 
collections, and giving encouragement to purchasers to put 
off the day of payment, may be traced the origin of the 
great accumulation of bad debts in the office. 

It may be expected that under the fair and manly but ri- 
gorous administration of the present incumbent, the ordi- 
nance will not be violated ; but that due notice will be given 
to purchasers of the terms upon which sales are made ; and 
that in every case, without exception, at the expiration of the 
twenty days, a demand of payment will be made; and if 
payment be not immediately made, that then a regular Bill be 
drawn out at 35 cents, and the amount charged against the 
purchaser in a book to be provided for that purpose ; and 
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further, that all unpaid bills should be put in a train of legal 
collection every six or twelve months, by and under the or- 
ders of the Comptroller. 

Your Committee offer the following resolutions as embra- 
- cing all the/points in regard to which it is deemed expedient 
to act_at present. 

Resolved, That the Comptroller pay from time to time to 
the Superintendent of Streets his expenses of ferriages and 
tolls, incurred in the collection of the Corporation accounts 
for manure. 

Resolved, That the Comproller order such of the said. 
accounts (having stood three months) to be put in suit as 
there is a reasonable chance of collecting, but none other. 


Resolved, That the Comptroller be required to report the 
present state of the accounts in the office of the Superinten- 
dent of Streets ; the balances due the Corporation ; and whe- 
ther any checks can be imposed upon the administration of 


its fiscal affairs. 
M. VAN SCHAICK. 


AARON CLARK, 
BENJAMIN TOWNSEND. 
Friday, July 24, 1835. 


| 


DOCUMENT No. 38. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


DECEMBER 14th, 1835. 


Report of the Committee on Roads and Canals on the 
Resolution for grading the Streets and Avenues above 42d- 
street at the public expense. Adopted and ordered to be 
printed. 

Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


Resolved, That in all cases where the land required for 
the whole line, route, or bed of any Avenue, or Street, (north 
of 42d street) shall be ceded by the owners to this city for, 
a street forever, free and clear of any and all costs, charges, | 
and taxes, and before the interference of the Commissioners) 
of Estimate and Assessment, this city will with as little de- 
lay as possible, grade, work and make such Avenues and 
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Streets on a permanent profile or level, without any assess- 
ment or charge therefor, on any of the lands adjoining such 
Avenues or Streets ; and that the Street Commissioner give 
public notice of this ordinance. 


The Committee on Roads and Canals to whom was re- 
ferred the annexed Resolution, proposing to grade, work and 
make at the public expense, such Avenues and Streets, 
North of 42d street, as shall be ceded for a Street forever 
by the owners ; and also the several remonstrances against 
the passage of the resolution, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That the plan on which the City was laid out by the Com- 
missioners appointed for that purpose, designated certain 
Avenues running North and South and Streets running across 
the Island as the permanent plan on which the then unoccu- 
pied portion of the City was laid out. By the Law passed 
by the Legislature, on the application of the Common Coun- 
cil, in relation to this subject, no building which should there- 
after be erected on any of the land laid out for Avenues or 
Streets on the said Map, should be paid for when the land 
on which it stood should be required for the purposes of such 
Avenue or Street, thereby preventing the owner from improv- 
ing any land which might be wanted thereafter for Streets. 

It was also provided by such Laws, that whenever the land 

_go required for the public use shall be taken for that purpose, 
that the value thereof shall be assessed on the owners of the 
lots fronting on such Streets or Avenues, and that compen- 
sation shall be made to the owners of the land so taken. 

The Laws also provide for regulating and grading any 
Street or Avenue at the expense of the individual owners of 
the lots fronting on such Street or Avenue, when the Corpo- 
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ration establish the grade thereof; but’ no provision by law 
exists authorizing any expense for working any Street or, 
Aventie to be charged on such owner until such regulation or} 
grade shall be established. é 

In addition to the mode above mentioned, by which the 
Streets and Avenues are to be made public, when required, 
many land-holders have ceded to the Common Council parts 
of Streets and Avenues, both above and below 42d-street, 
without any expense to the public. 

The Resolution proposes to receive a cession of any Street 
or Avenue above 42d-street, and thereupon to work and grade 
at the public expense such Streets and Avenues so ceded, 
leaving those below 42d-street to be worked in the manner 
now provided for by law. 

Your Committee do not think this measure one that would 
be satisfactory to the public. The various remonstrances 
against it clearly show that many think it would be an ad- 
vantage to the upper part of the City, without any corres- 
ponding benefit to those whose property lies below 42d-street. 
The propriety of working the cross Streets generally at the 
public expense may well be doubted, except in cases which 
your Committee intend hereafter to refer to. These Streets 
are intended, when finally built on, more for the purpose of | 
affording access to the adjoining property than for the gene- 
ral purposes of travel, though they must be of course used by | 
the public for the purposes of crossing the Island. Your 
Committee, therefore, do not think the owners of lots on the 
cross streets have any right to expect such a measure, and 
the wants of the public do not require, and would not justi- 
fy so great an expenditure of the public money for this pur- 
pose. é 

But these reasons and views do not apply to the Avenues 
of this City. They are intended as the main arteries of the 
City, through which all travel from one end of the Island to 
the other, as well as from the main land lying to the North of 
the City must pass. Your Committee do not hesitate to say 
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that in their opinion the whole expense of regulating, grading 
and working the Avenues should not fall on the owners of 
the adjoining lots, but should in part be done at the city ex- 

, pense. This resolution however, refers only to cases in 
which the Avenues or Streets shall be ceded by the owners; 
and as some of the Avenues are now opened and most of 
the others are ordered to be opened by law, your Committee 
think it unnecessary to make any further remark in regard. 
to the Avenues at this time, reserving this part of the sub- 
ject for a future report. 


Your Committee, however, think proper further to remark, 
that the Common Council of this city are bound to provide 
and keep in repair the necessary roads for the accommoda- 
tion of travellers and citizens throughout the Island, and 
this can only be done at the public expense until a perma- 
nent plan for the regulation and grade of the Island shall 
be adopted. This plan has not as yet been adopted above 
34th-street, excepting a small part of the Island at Har- 
lam, and consequently no expense for improving or work- 
ing the Roads or Avenues above 34th-street, can be charged 
upon individual owners at present. The public interests 
require not only that these Roads should be kept in repair, 
but that new ones should be furnished as the public con- 
venience from time to time demands. And it is only such 
of the cross Streets as are required for the public conve- 
nience as Roads, that are now worked at the public ex- 
pense. The very large amount of real estate held by the 
City, above 34th-street, fully justifies any expenditure made 
for this purpose, independent of the wants of the commu- 
nity. This also is the principal way in which the upper 
part of the Island can at present receive much benefit from 
its connection with the City Government. The time, no doubt, 
will come when other interests will operate to benefit that 
portion of the Island in the same way as the lower portions 
of the city now are benefitted; but until then the 12th 
Ward will pay its full share of taxes, and it is but fair 


~ 
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and just that some returns should be made to it before 
that period arrives. Your Committee are convinced that 
justice to the public interests as holders of real estate in 
the upper part of the Island, a due consideration for the . 
wants of the community, and regard to the claims and wants 
of the inhabitants of that section of the City, all require the 
Common Council to act with a liberal policy in regard to 
its improvement. 

With this expression of their views your Committee only 
add, that they deem any action on the Resolution referred to 
them as inexpedient, and ask to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the same. 


D. P. INGRAHAM, Logie Roads 
ALEX. STEWART, and Canals. 
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DOCUMENT Wo. 49. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


DECEMBER 14th, 1885. 


Report of the Committee on Conference, on the Reports 
and Amendments of the Ferry Committees of the two 
Boards relative to the proposed Ferry from the foot of 13th 
street in the city, to North Fifth-street in Wiliamsburgh. 

Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Committee of Conference, to whom was referred 
the subjoined Report of the Board of Aldermen as amended 
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by the Board of Assistants, and which amendments were re- 
jected by the Board of Aldermen, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That the first amendment by the Board of Assistants is 
as follows :—Resolved, that the Lease shall not contain any 
clause making the Common Council liable for the payment 
of any money at the expiration thereof, and that nothing in 
the said Lease shall prohibit the granting any other Ferry 
in the neighborhood. 

The second amendment is the rejection of the fourth Re- 
solution, as follows :—Resolved, that at the expiration of the 
Williamsburgh Ferry Lease, the Lessees of the Ferry at 
18th street, shall if required by the Common Council, run 
one or more Boats from such streets between Grand and 138th 
streets as shall be designated. 

With respect to the first amendment, your Committee 
have carefully perused the Report as adopted by the Board 
of Aldermen, and cannot perceive in any part thereof the 
slightest recommendation or suggestion that any money is 
to be paid at the expiration of the Lease, nor is there any 
clause or provision in said Report or Resolutions which shall 
prohibit this Corporation from granting any other Ferry in 
the neighborhood; under this view your Committee cannot 
perceive any necessity for attaching this amendment. to the 
Report. 

The second amendment recommended is, the striking out 
the whole of the fourth Resolution, the substance of which is, 
that the Lessees of the 13th street Ferry shall if requered by 
the Common Council, run one or more Boats from such street 
between Grand and 138th streets as shall be designated. 
Your Committee would inquire, what is to be the effect or 
operation of this Resolution—does it prohibit this Corpora- 
tion from establishing other Ferries in the neighborhood? 
Does it even preclude them from establishing a Ferry at the 


385 [Doc. No. 49. 


foot of 12th street, or at any other street in that section of 
the City, and to such persons as they may think proper? The 
operation of this Resolution is decidedly in favor of the Les- 
sors, if during the lease it should become necessary, from 
the increase of population or of business, that an additional 
Ferry should be established to Williamsburgh; this Cor- 
poration retain the right of leasing such Ferry to whom they 
please; on the contrary, should the public wants require a 
Ferry, and no persons willing to establish one, the Corpora- 
tion will in that case have it in their power to say to the 
Lessees of the 13th street Ferry, we require you to run an 
additional Boat from such a place, and which they must do 
agreeable to the tenor of their Lease. This is no visionary 
or supposed case; we are precisely in the situation de- 
scribed with the Hoboken Ferries ; the wants of the people 
call for a Ferry from about the foot of Christopher-st, the 
Lessee of the Hoboken Ferries declines placing'a Boat there, 
and as there are no applicants for a Lease, the people must 
consequently submit to the inconvenience ; your Committee 


‘conclude, that no harm whatever can arise from the adoption 


of this resolution; on the contrary it may be productive of 
much good. Your Committee of Conference therefore re- 
recommend, that the Report and Resolution passed by the 
Board of Aldermen, and which is annexed, be adopted by 
the Board and concurrred in by the Board of Assistants. 

JOHN LOVETT, 

EDWARD TAYLOR, 

FRANCIS FICKETT, 

AARON CLARK, 


The Ferry Committee to whom was referred the follow- 
ing Resolution :— 
Resolved, That a Ferry be established from the foot of 
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13th ‘street in the City of New-York, to the foot of North 
Fifth street at Williamsburgh. 

Resolved, That the Ferry Committee confer with the ap- 
plicants for said Ferry as to the term of years for which said 
lease shall be granted, and other preliminaries, and report 
the result to this Board for their approval. 

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, July 27, 1835. 

Adopted by the Board of Assistants, August 4, 1835. 


Approved by the Mayor, August 5, 1836. - 
J. MORTON, Clerk. 


Respectfully Report: 


That agreeable to the above Resolution, your Committee 
have held several conferences with the applicants for said 
Ferry, and now submit the result to this Board. 

The applicants are Mess’rs John Leveridge, Philip Har- 
mon, and David Lyon, who propose taking a Lease of the 
Ferry from the foot of 13th street in the City of New-York, 
to North Fifth street at Williamsburgh, on the following 
terms and conditions, to wit, for a term of fourteen years at 
the following rents, the first seven years at a rent of $100 
a year, and for the last seven years an annual rent of $400; 
they agree to furnish two good Steam Ferry Boats adapted 
for -passengers, carriages, &c. and to be approved of by the 
Ferry Committee; they are also to build all the Piers and 
Bulkheads necessary on the Long Island side, and complete 
at their expense all Floats, Bridges, &c. necessary for said 
Ferry on both sides of the river; the terms here proposed 
are as favorable to this Corporation, as any Ferry Lease 
heretofore granted. 

The applicants are desirous that a clause be inserted in 
their Lease, authorising them at the expiration of the Wil- 
liamsburgh Ferry Lease, to run an additional Boat from or 
near the foot of Houston street; your Committee intend ‘to 
avoid granting any privileges that may have a tendency to 
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~ abridge the control of the Corporation over the water front 


surrounding our City ; we have experienced the baneful ef- 
fect of exclusive rights given to Ferries heretofore, and shall 
shun them in future. If, however, an additional Boat should 
be necessary at that time, the Common Council will proba- 
bly give the present applicants a preference, particularly if 
the Ferry now applied for is conducted in a manner satis- 
factory to the public; the Committee, however, will leave 
that for those in power to act upon in such manner as in their 
judgment they may think best for the general interest. 


It will be necessary that a Bulkhead be built at the foot 
of 13th street ahout 100 feet from the Easterly side of 
Avenue D, and also the necessary Piers for the protection 
of the Boats; it will also be necessary to fill up and regu- 
late 13th street down tosaid Bulkhead. The expense of build- 
ing the Bulkhead and. Piers will be about $7000, and the 
cost of regulating the street about $5000, the whole of which 
expenditure amounting to $12,000, will be borne by the 
Corporation. Your Committee will here remark, that one- 
half of 13th street has been filled in by the owners of lots 
fronting thereon, and the part unfinished, is bounded by pro- 
perty of this Corporation, with the exception of a small por- 
tion which the proprietors of the water grants will have to 
pay for; your Committee are therefore of opinion, that as 
no Ferry can be established during the continuance of the 
Williamsburgh Ferry Lease South of 13th street, and that 
the terms proposed by the applicants are liberal, and ought 
to be acceded to; we therefore offer, the following resolu- 
tions :-— 


Resolved. That a Lease for a Ferry be granted to Mess’rs 
John Leveridge, Philip Harmon, and David Lyon, and their 
associates, from the foot of 13th street in the City of New- 
York, to North Fifth street at Williamsburgh, for a term of 
fourteen years at the following rents: the first seven years 
$100 a year, and the remaining seven years at an anual 
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rent of $400, said rents to commence as soon as 13th street 
is filled in and the Bulkhead completed. 

Resolved, That a Bulkhead be built at the foot of 13th 
street, one hundred feet Easterly from Avenue D, and that 
two Piers be run out sufficient for the protection of the Fer- 
ry Boats, and that the sum of seven thousand dollars is here- 
by appropriated for that purpose. 

Resolved, That the Northerly half of 13th street be filled 
up and regulated to the above mentioned Bulkhead, at an ex- 
pense not to exceed five thousand dollars, and which sum is 
hereby appropriated for that purpose. 

_ Resolved, That the Street Commissioner cause the neces- 
sary notice to be given to the proprietors of the water grant 
at the foot of 13th street, to join in filling up his proportion 
of said street, and that the Street Commissioner is hereby 
directed to receive proposals for the above work, and con- 
tract for the same under the advice of the Ferry Committee. 

Resolved, That the Lease shall not contain any clause 
making the Common Council liable for the payment of any 
monies at the expiration thereof, and that nothing in the said 
Lease shall prohibit the granting any other Ferry in the 
neighborhood. 

Resolved, That the Counsel of the Board prepare a Lease 
in accordance with the above Report and Resolutions. 

JOHN LOVETT, 
EDWARD TAYLOR, 
FRANCIS FICKETT, 


The Ferry Committee, to whom was referred the foregoing 
Report and Resolutions from the Board of Aldermen with 
the details of a Lease, to be granted for a Ferry from the 
foot of 13th street to the foot of North Fifth street at Wil- 


— 
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liamsburgh, to John Leveridge, Philip Harmon and David 
Lyon, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That they have carefully examined the said Report, and 
are of opinion that the same should be adopted, as they 
think the terms are equitable and just, both for the Corpora- 
tion and the Lessees. They, therefore, offer the following 
Resolution :-— 

Resolved, That this Board concur with the Report and 
Resolutions adopted by the Board of Aldermen in relation 
to the Ferry, from the foot of 13th street to Williamsburgh. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ALEXANDER STEWART, 
JOHN V. GREENFIELD, 
R.R. WARD. 
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DOCUMENT No, 50. 


BOARD OF 





ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


' 


DECEMBER 14th, 1835. 


Remonstrance of Elias B. Howell, against Opening and Wi- 
dening John-street. Referred to Street Committee and or- 
dered to be printed. 


Wan. Hagaporn, Clerk. 


To the Honorable the Board of Assistant Aldermen of the City 
| and County of New-York: 

GentteEmEN—Your Petitioner respectfully remonstrates 
“‘\gainst the widening John Street at the present time, for the 
| following (to him) all important considerations, to wit :— 

He is the owner of a lease on property Nos. 64 and 66 
\John-street, which has but three years from the 1st of May 
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next unexpired, and in which there are covenants binding 
jhim to pay all assessments, ordinary and extraordinary, 
! consequently by widening the street he will be subjected to 
} the payment of whatsoever assessment may be imposed upon 
C said premises, the amount of which’ would be ruinous to 
him. 


‘J 
It has been said that this widening is called for on account | 
of public improvement and convenience. But this is not 
so. John-street is not now wanted as a great thoroughfare, 
nor does it require this alteration for public improvement 
or convenience of any kind whatsoever. But ; Gentlemen, 
this improvement is called for, and that loudly, for the pro- 
motion and advancement of private interest, by persons who 
it would seem are willing to sacrifice your Petitioner in this 
matter to enrich themselves. 

The advocates for this enterprise have said that one man’s 
lease should not prevent an improvement which the erat 
majority interested call for. 


The answer to this objection is, much less should one man 
be ruined to put into the pockets of the many a sum that 
would be the most trifling when equally distributed. 


Again they say, in reference to the lease in question, the 
owner has made a bad bargain and therefore he ought not 
to complain. 

To this he answers, that if he is left undisturbed in peace- 
ble possession without this demolishing of buildings, widen- 
ing and making new streets to enrich speculators and sub- 
serve private interest, his bargain will be satisfactory to 
himself. But he protests against having forced upon him a| 
bargain over which he has no. control, and which in its ef 
fects will be ruinous to him. 

Your. Petitioner, therefore trusts, that his remonstrance| 
will have the effect to induce your Honorable Body to delay 
this enterprise of widening John-srteet until the expiration 
of his lease, and in so doing his bargain will not be made 
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hard by being obliged to put money in the pockets of inter- 
ested persons. 


Further, it has been said by some of these parties that they 
would take the lease off of your Petitioner’s hands, and they 
even went so far as to offer $100 for it. A very liberal 
amount for what cost considerable more than $4,000, be- 
sides ground rents, repairs, loss of business, &c. &c. and 
this offer to take the lease is said to be a good and sufficient 
set-off against all his remonstrance. 


And is it so, should the property and individual be com- 
pletely destroyed to favour the private views and interests 
of any number or any set of men upon such unequal terms. 

It has been said that the Commissioners will regulate all 
this matter and protect your Petitioner. But in the case of 
Platt-street they said they had no discretion in the matter : 
they had no power to protect any person in his situation. 


They, therefore, assessed upwards of $1,100 upon this\ 
lease property for the extension of Platt-street to William-st, 
for which he has not been nor cannot be in any possible way 
benefitted in the least degree. It was, therefore $1,100 and 
upwards, taken from his pocket which he was entirely una- 
ble, from pecuniary considerations to afford, and placed in 
the pockets of persons who receive all the benefit of the im- 
provement, and who are also abundantly able to have paid 
the money and who, in equity and justice, should so have. 
done. ‘ a 


In addition to all this, the present application for widen- 
ing John-street, if successful, will subject him to the pay- 
ment of another assessment without any possible benefit to 
accrue to him. 


Your Petitioner, therefore, again humbly prays that your 
Honorable Body will not pass a vote in favour of widening 
the street until after the expiration of his lease, and for this 
purpose he appeals to your sense of justice and asks you 
not to sacrifice him for the purpose of adding to the already 
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overflowing coffers of his landlord’s and the advocates in 
interest for the widening measure. 

He feels confident in thus exercising his right of remon- 
strating, that your Honorable Body will not sanction the prin- 
ciple that one man should be ruined and destroyed withoug 
any possible hope of remuneration for his loss, for no other 
earthly purpose but to add to the overgrown wealth of others 
_ When your Petitioner purchased this lease he had no 
idea that its terms bound him to pay such assessments as 
are made for opening and widening streets which in all 
cases are admitted to add at least the amount assessed to 
the fee simple value of the property, and not to the lease- 
hold estate, as in this case it could not be benefitted because 
no improvement could be made which would be in the least 
available on account of the shortness of time. 

But legal advisers have said that such assessments must 
be paid by the owner of the lease. And your Petitioner 
has paid a heavy amount in the case of Platt-street. 

He, therefore, most earnestly remonstrates against widen- 
ing John-street, and this application to your Honorable Body 
is now his last and only hope, and he trusts you will delay 
this matter until the expiration of his lease, and in so doing, 
you will save your Petitioner, an invalid, with a dependent 
family, from being turned pennyless on the world to his 
utter and hopeless ruin. 

And in duty bound will ever pray. 


ELIAS B. HOWELL. 
New-York, December 14, 1835. 











DOCUMENT No, 51. 


- BOARD OF 
ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


DECEMBER 14th, 1885. 


Report of the Comptroller on Resolution relative to ex- 
penses of Third and Eight Avenues. 


Ordered to be printed and put on file. 


Wan. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Subscriber, to whom was referred the following Re- 
solution by Mr. Assistant Clark. 

“Resolved, That the Comptroller be requested to Report 
to this Board the amount which has been paid by this City 
for the grading of the Third Avenue, and the amount paid 
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for McAdamizing the same, and the amount paid by this 
City for work done on the Eighth Avenue, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORTS: 


The enclosed Accounts by which it appears that the Ex- 
penditures for working the Third Avenue from 1820 to 


1829, - - - - $18,496 26 
For McAdamizing in 1830-31-32-33,  - 142,885 29 





Total Expenditure, $161,381 55 
That the expenditures for working the Eighth Avenue from 
1826 to the present time amounts to $35,309 63. 
Respectfully submitted, 
D. D. WILLIAMSON, Compiroller. 
Comptroller’s Office, December 14th, 1835. 
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DOCUMENT No. 52. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


OCTOBER 19th, 18385. 


Resolution in relation to the ‘‘ Common Lands.” Offered 
by Mr. Van Schaick. Adopted. 


Wn. Hageaporn, Clerk. 


Resolved, (if the Board of Aldermen concur,) ‘That the 
Street Commissioner procure a suitable Map, describing 
that portion of the Common Lands, the boundaries of which 
are in dispute between private owners and the Corporation, — 
designating the Corporation lots and those belonging to in- 
dividuals, and describing the lines of the streets and blocks 
of ground, as the same were surveyed in the year 1796, 
and also describing the lines as they were again surveyed in 
1811, (by the Commissioners appointed under a law of the 


Doc. No. 52.] 402 


State in 1807.) And that the Law Committees of the two 
Boards, together with the Counsel of the Corporation, agree 
upon a Memorial to the Legislature and upon the draft of a 
law directing the Governor and Senate to appoint Commis- 
sioners, who shall, with consent of the parties interested, or 
of legal guardians in cases of necessity, and upon principles 
of justice and equity ; adjust the boundaries of the lands so 
as to make all the lots conform to the present lines of the 
streets, by giving to private owners, having legal title to the 
adjacent grounds, similar or equivalent advantages of 
streets as they possessed before the survey of 1811; and 
who shall also award the differences or sums of money that 
must be paid by the said owners to the Corporation or by the 
Corporation to them, respectively, in consequence of advan- 
tages derived from, or losses incurred by the adjustments 
which may be made. And that the Committee report the 
Map and papers to the Common Council as soon as they are 
prepared. 
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te DOCUMENT No, 53. 


BOARD OF 


_ ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, | 


DECEMBER 28, 1835. 





Communication from the Hon. C. W. Lawrence, Chair- 
man of a General Committee of Citizens, with proceedings of 
said General Committee and various Sub-Committees of that 
body, on subjects connected with the recent great fire in this 
City, and comprising various recommendations for future 
action on the part of the Common Council, together with a 
resolution of Mr. Ingraham in reference thereto, which was 
adopted, and the entire document ordered to be printed. 

Wa. Hacaporn, Clerk. 





Mayor’s Orricr, DecEMBER 28, 1835. 
To the Common Council of the City of New-York: 


Genriemen—Annexed I have the honor to hand youa 
transcript of the proceedings of a General Committee of 
Citizens, appointed at a public meeting held at the City 
Hall on the 19th instant. 
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These proceedings have reference to circumstances con- 
nected with the recent disastrous conflagration in this City, 
and comprise various. recommendations for future action on 
the part of the Common Council, as well with the view to 
remedy the effects of that calamity, as to guard so far as 
may be practicable against similar misfortunes in future. 

The difficulty of preparing in due season a complete 
manuscript record of the proceedings, including the various 
reports and resolutions, must be the apology for the form in 
which this communication appears. 

As it will be impracticable to prepare a duplicate of this 
in time for the meeting of the two Boards this evening, I 
take the liberty of requesting that the present copy may 
serve as a communication to both branches of the Comiuion 
Council. 

Very respectfully, I am 
Your most obedient servant, 
C. W. LAWRENCE, 
Chairman of the General Commitice of Citizens of New-York. 


Mayor’s Orrice, DEcEMBER 21, 1835. 


At meeting of the General Committee of Citizens held 
this evening—the Mayor in the Chair. 

Governor Throop, from the Committee appointed at a pre- 
vious meeting, presented. the following report and resolu- 
tions :— 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred so much of 
the Resolutions of the Public Meeting of the Citizens, held 
on the 19th inst. as relates to applications to the State and 
City Governments, beg leave to submit the following i 


REPORT : 


That they have in the first instance, considered the na- 
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ture and extent of the calamity, so far as facts are now be- 
fore the public, in order to fix their attention upon the pre- 
cise relief which it may be deemed expedient to ask. As 
it is the duty of another Committee to ascertain and present 
to this meeting, the aggregate loss, it is sufficient for this 
Committee to allude in general terms, to its bearing upon 


the community. 


In the first place, it is matter of congratulation, that the 
calamity fell upon a part of the City, comparatively uninhabit- 


ed, being the site of the most active commercial operations. 


We are thus spared the heart-rending picture of thousands 
and tens of thousands of men, women and children, house- 
less and exposed in the public streets, the usual concomi- 
tants of large conflagrations in cities. The raging element 
too, was apparently chary of human life, though unsparing 
of the productions of human labor. For these things, we 
feel grateful to him who creates and destroys, and who tem- 
pers his judgments with mercy. 


But, although this glaring picture of human suffering was 
not presented to our eyes, we are not unconscious that 
much of total ruin and severe privation is to be found in the 
wide track of this desolation. In the destruction of houses 
and goods, and in the consumption of nearly all the stock of 
Fire Insurance Companies, (where were vested, in common 
with those of larger means, the small reliances for support 
of widows, orphans, and the frugal aged,) and in the sud- 
den check of business, whereby the daily laborer is de- 
prived of his employment, we know there is much, very 
much of private distress. While there are among these 
sufferers, those whose condition will not admit of relief, we 
do not look abroad for eleemosynary contributions for the 
most indigent class, but we commend the poor, whom God 
hath given us to awaken our sympathies, to the active be- 
nevolence of our fellow citizens, who are yet able from the 
abundance of their stores, to administer the necessary relief. 
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Insearching, therefore, for the proper objects and mea- 
sure of relief, your Committee perceive that the private 
property destroyed consisted of merchandise, and buildings 5 ; 
and that the sufferers are mainly those who are dealers in 
merchandise, owners of real estate, stockholders in Fire In- 
surance Companies, and those whose business associations 
with the immediate sufferers have involved them in the 
same calamity. Although the loss in the aggregate is large, 
yet it has impaired to a small extent only, the capital of the 
City, which still possesses a recuperative power. It is the 
embarrassment of capital, rather than the subtraction of it, 
which has fettered the energies, and suspended, for a time, 
the activity of our commercial operations. 

For this kind of relief we look abroad. We want the 
immediate use of the capital of the Fire Insurance Com- 
panies, and the merchants require a little more aid from 
banking accommodations. With this relief, and its colla- 

_ teral consequences, in relieving capital in private hands, the 
City would return to its accustomed avocations with a 
mighty energy. 

The capital of our Insurance Companies in the aggregate 
amounts to about nine millions; most of which is loaned 
upon real estate, and a small part of it upon the very pro- 
perty consumed. An attempt to collect it immediately, 
would add incalculably to the public embarrassment and 
suffering. If a measure could be devised, by which the 
amount of the capital of the Insurance Companies could be 
immediately realised and passed to the use of the insured, 
to be refunded at a future day, not very distant, out of 
the means in the power of those Companies ; and some ad- 
ditional facilities be given to the existing banks, by placing 
their operations, for a short time, more under the control of 
that vigilant sentinel in times of alarm, their own sense of 
security ; these means, together with the private wealth, 
and the unrepressed energies of our intelligent and enter? 
prising citizens would be sufficient to rear our City resplen- 
dent from its ashes, renew its activity, and pour again from 
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its overflowing coffers those streams of wealth, which opera-° 
ting upon the fertility and resources of the great West, have 
mainly contributed to produce, with astonishing rapidity, 
teeming villages, cities, territories, and members of this 
great confederated empire. 


_ We need not point particularly to the rail roads, canal, 
and other means employed in developing resources, which 
have been fostered by the funds of this City, to establish a 
claim upon the country for relief: nor do we ask for these 
things any other credit than is due to a liberal foresight in 
employing means which would return with increase to swell 
the fountain whence they flowed. But we do call them to 
our recollection, at this time, to inspire us with confidence, 
that wherever we may appeal for relief, whether to the na- 
tion in Congress assembled, or to our own State Legislature, 
we shall address ourselves to those feelings of fraternity and 
interest which have been inspired by our mutual intercourse 
and friendly relations, so that our appeal will be responded 
to with kindness and zeal. : 

The question of an application to Congress for relief, is 
under consideration with another Committee, and we will 
not intrude upon that subject. Whatever Congress can con- 
sistently do, we have no doubt will be done, to the extent 
that we may think proper to ask. But viewing the question 
submitted to the consideration of this Committee, without 
reference to the appeals, it may be thought advisable to ad- 
dress to other quarters—we can turn, with great confidence 
to the Representatives in our own State Legislature. 

We rely, not only upon the sympathies of the interior, 
springing out of our constant intercourse and mutual bene- 
factions, upon the importance to the country of sustaining 
the commercial ability of their great emporium, and the ne- 
cessity on the part of the City of cherishing the industry 
and enterprise of the country ; but these high considera- 
tions, which of themselves give assurance of success, yield 
to the higher ones of that magnanimity which has ever dis- 
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tinguished the policy of our State, and those sympathies 
and affections, which have necessarily sprung out of our re- 
lations as an integral political body. 


In recommending an application to the State for a loan, 
we resort to a measure which is embarrassed by no consti- 
tutional difficulties. The Legislature, at every Session, 
directs loans of the public funds to be made to counties, and 
has frequently authorised them to individuals. In several 
instances, as in 1783, 1792, and I808, on account of public 
distress at those periods, loans have been made out of 
the public treasury, to farmers upon their farms, as security. 
In some instances, individuals and companies have received 
similar indulgences, on account of accidents and embar- 
rassments, while engaged in laudable public enterprises. 
And in other cases, (without being more particular) public 
stock has been issued to create the means for the loans. 

These precedents preclude any discussion upon the con- 
stitutional power, and furnish examples to assure us that we 
cannot be mistaken in the result of the application which 
we propose to make. The relief thus afforded, will be ac- 
companied by the blessing of drawing closer our bonds of 
state fellowship. Ifthe pecuniary embarrassments brought 
upon the country by an adverse course of business; if ina- 
bility to conduct to a successful issue individual enterprises 
tending to the public benefit, have been deemed adequate 
inducements to the Legislature to grant the arm of its trea- 
sury to their relief; we should not entertain a doubt, that 
the same power will extend similar aid to this City, under 
its present great calamity, when it proffers a security which 
will admit of neither doubt nor cavil as to its sufficiency. 

The Select Committee have therefore instructed their 
Chairman to present to the General Committee, for their 
consideration, the resolutions which accompany this report. 

On behalf of the Committee, 
E. T. THROOP, Chairman. 

Monday, December 21, 1835. 
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The Report was read and accepted, and _the following re- 
solutions, accompanying the same, were unanimously adopt- 
ed :— 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Common Coun- 
cil of this city to apply to the Legislature of the State for 
power to issue the bonds of the city, or a stock, for the loan 
not exceeding Six Millions of Dollars, to be applied under 
the direction of the Common Council, for the relief of the 
city in the present emergency, by enabling them to make 
loans upon good and valid bonds and mortgages now held 
by the Fire Insurance Companies. 

Resolved, That a Committee of five persons be appointed 
to confer with the Common Council, and if necessary, to 
repair to the city of Albany to represent to the Governor 
the extent of the sufferings of the city, and its wants, and 
to confer with him on the subject of the several measures 
of relief which may be necessary and expedient to ask of 
the Legislature. 

Resolved, That the several Fire Insurance Companies of 
the city, which may be obliged to discontinue their business, 
be earnestly requested to postpone taking any measures to 
vest their funds in the hands of receivers under the existing 
laws of the State, until an application to the Legislature 
can be made for the enacting of some legal provisions to 
enable the said Companies to settle their affairs without de- 
lay and expense, and that the said Companies be requested 
to unite in such an application to the Legislature. 

The following Committee was appointed under the se- 
cond resolution :—Philip Hone, Daniel Jackson, Stephen 
Allen, Charles A. Davis, James B. Murray. 

The following Resolutions, presented by James Boorman, 
Esquire, were unanimously adopted :— 

Resolved, That a Committee of seven be appointed (of 
which five members shall be of the legal profession) whose 
immediate duty it shall be to invite a committee of confer- 
ence from such Fire Insurance Companies, ag are supposed. 
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to be rendered insolvent by their late losses. The object of 
which conference, and an especial duty of the committee 
hereby appointed, being, to ascertain the bearing of the law 
and equity on the claims for losses incurred, and on the 
undetermined risks, but more particularly to endeavor to 
establish uniform principles of action by said companies. 

Resolved, That the said committee are authorized to 
announce to the public the result of their labors, if they are 
successful in producing an uniform system of action by the 
Insolvent Companies, otherwise to report to this body at a 
subsequent meeting. 


The following committee was appointed under the first 
resolution :—James Kent, Peter A. Jay, David B. Ogden, 
Daniel Lord, Jr. John L. Graham, James Boorman, and 
Charles King. 


The following resolution, presented by Judge Oakley, was 
unanimously adopted :— 


Resolved, That the Committee of which Chancellor Kent 
is Chairman, be authorized to apply to the Legislature of this 
State, praying for such alterations in the existing laws, as 
may protect the rights of all parties, and remove the impedi- 
ments which may prevent the funds of the Fire Insurance 
Companies, from being made available as soon as otherwise 
would be practicable, and that the said Committee be 
instructed to prepare a bill to be laid before the Legislature 
for that purpose. 


Mr. Albert Gallatin, from the Committee on applications 
to the General Government, presented the following report, 
which was unanimously adopted : 


REPORT. 


“The Committee appointed on the subject of an applica- 
tion to Congress for remission and extension of credit on 
duties, and for such other aid as the General Government 
may afford, Report : : 


, 
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That in their opinion, application should be made for the 
following objects, viz : 
_ 1. A remission on refunding of duties on goods, in the 
original packages, which have been sph by the late 
conflagration. 

2..An extension of credit on all the existing bonds for 
duties payable in this city and falling due after ie 16th of 
this month. 

3. A general temporary extension, of the time of payment 
of each and other duties on goods imported in the vee 
States, subsequent to the 16th of this month. 


- 4, An investment of a portion of the unappropriated ‘sur- 
plus revenue of the United States, in such funds and such 
manner, as will afford relief to the city of New York. 

They therefore submit the following Resolutions : 


Resolved, That a memorial to Congress, praying for aid 
and relief in the manner above stated, be prepared and 
signed by the President of this General Committee of the 
Citizens of New York in its behalf, and be immediately 
transmitted. 

Resolved. That a Committee be appointed to proceed to 
Washington, and enforce the application aforesaid. 

ALBERT GALLATIN, Chairman. 


The following preamble and resolutions, were offered by 
Mr. Philip Hone, and unanimously adopted : 

The Committee having received information of the pro- 
ceedings of a meeting of the citizens of Philadelphia, held 
on Friday last, and of the Resolutions passed on that occasion : 


Resolved, That the thanks of this Committee, acting in 
behalf of the citizens of New York, be presented to the 
citizens of Philadelphia, for their prompt, noble and affect- 
ingevidence of their sympathy in our recent calamity, and 
their desire to alleviate it. 


Resolved, That the ‘“ brotherly kindness and charity” 
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which have prompted to those generous measures, excite in 
us the liveliest emotions of gratitude, and of consolation in 
eur misfortunes, and will, we are assured, be cherished in 
the remembrance of our citizens, long after their melancholy 
cause shall have been forgotten, and our city restored, by the 
blessings of divine Providence, to its former prosperity. 

Resolved, That the Chairman of this committee be re- 
quested to forward to the Mayor of Philadelphia a copy of 
the foregoing resolutions. 

On motion of George Wilson, 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to confer 
with the Common Council and the head of the fire depart- 
ment, with a view to the preservation of property now in 
immediate danger of destruction. The Chairman appointed 
the following committee.—George Wilson, James B. Murray, 
Judge Jones, Vice Chancellor Mc Coun, J.D. P. Ogden. 

The cormittee immediately retired, and returned in a 
short time with a report that the Common Council had 


adopted resolutions on the subject, and that relief would be 


immediately afforded. The same committee were authorized 
to act with the committee on the part of the Common Council, 

Whereupon, the Committee adjourned to meet on Tuesday 
evening the 22d instant. 





Mayor’s Office, December 22, 1835. 


The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Chairman read a letter addressed by him to the Mayor 
of the City of Philadelphia, now in this City, in the follow- 
ing words :— 

Mayor’s Office, New-York, 
December 23d, 1835. a 


My Dear Sir :—It is with emotions of grateful sensibility | 


that I acknowledge, on behalf, as well of the Municipal 


6 
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Authorities, as of the citizens of New-York, the noble evi- 
dence which the proceedings of the City of Philadelphia 
furnish of the spirit of active sympathy cherished by that 
community in the severe affliction visited upon the City of 
New-York. 

The occasion which has called forth this gratifying mani- 
festation of the fraternal regard entertained for us by our 
brethern of Philadelphia, is wholly unparallelled in the an- 
nals of similar ravages in this country; and I may truly 
add, that the proceedings of those whose kindness it is now 
my duty and pleasure to acknowledge, are without prece- 
dent for their prompt and munificent spirit in the records of 
practical sympathy with misfortune. 

Accompanying this communication, I have the honor to 
place in your hands a copy of Resolutions adopted by a 
General Commmittee composed of one hundred and fifty 
of the Citizens of New-York. These proceedings testify 
the sense entertained by our citizens, of that genuine spirit 
of philanthropy which has induced a personal visit to the 
scene of our calamity. 

The activity and enterprise of our people may indeed 
overcome misfortune, and their industry speedily repair the 
ravages of the destructive element; but neither time nor 
circumstances will efface from the memory of this commu- 
nity, the splendid evidence which the citizens of Phila- 
delphia have given that, with them, the offices of friendship 
far outweigh any possible rivalry of interest. 

I pray you, sir, to receive and communicate to your col- 
leagues of the delegation now in this City, the assurance of 
my deep and grateful appreciation of the delicacy and kind- 
ness evinced in the discharge of the duties of your mission. 

With sincere regard, 
T have the honor to be, 
Most resp’y, your obed’t ser’t, 
C. W. LAWRENCE. 


To Honorable Joun Swirt, Mayor of the City of Philadelphia, 


and Chairman of Delegation now inthe City of New-York. 
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Mr. Stephen Allen, from the Committee on the Erection of 
Buildings, &c. presented the following Report, which was 
unanimously adopted. 


The Committee to whom was referred so much of the re- 
solution adopted at the public meeting as relates to changes 
in the erection of buildings, or in the arrangement of the 
Fire Department, having examined that part of the subject 

_ referred to them which relates to buildings, 


REPORT: 


That they have had under consideration the present laws 
regulating buildings, and also the proper mode of their con- 
struction, and find in many particulars, sufficient provisions 
already made by law. They have therefore prepared only 
such sections as they consider ought to be introduced as 
amendments to the presentlaws. Your Committee suggest 
that if time is hereafter allowed, it may be well to prepare 
and present to the public the evidence and information which 

’ may be obtained from scientific and practical men, relative 
to the proper mode of constructing buildings of every de- 
scription within the fire limits, so as to render them, as far 
as possible, secure against fire. Your Committee recom- 
mend that application be made to the Common Council, to 
take early and efficient steps to cause the following amend- 
ments to be made in the laws, regulating the construction of 
buildings :— 

1. The side walls of every store or warehouse hereafter 
to be erected within the fire limits of the City of New-York, 
and which are now required by law to be built of brick or 
stone, shall be constructed of substantial masonry, not less 
than twelve inches thick, and shall rise at least six inches 
above the roof, and be covered with stone or metal, or other 
safe material against fire. 


2. In every store house hereafter to be built, there shall 


| 
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be no party walls, but sidé walls of at least twelve inckes.in 
thickness. 

3. In all sidé’ walls there shall'be at least eight inches of 
such wall from the ends of the beams to the exterior surface 
of the wall, and all the beams shall be bevelled in such 
manner that the under surface shall be at least two inches 
and a half longer at each end than the upper. 

4, No such store or warehouse shall have a greater eleva- 
tion than forty feet from the flagging of the side-walk to the 
bottom of the plate which receives the rafters, and where 
such building fronts on a street, less than forty feet in width, 
the élevation shall not exceed thirty-two feet. 

5, All chimnies in such buildings, whether intended for 
fire places, grates, or to communicate with stoves, shall be 
projected at least twelve inches from the wall, and shall be 
so constructed as to allow a flue of eight by twelve inches | 
at least, and to have eight inches in thickness of substantial 
masonry between the flue and any material of wood. 

6. The apertures or openings for windows and doors in 
the front and rear wall of any such building, shall not ex- 
ceed in the aggregate width nineteen feet in every building 
of the width of twenty-five feet, and in the same proportion 
for a greater or less width—and in the sides sixteen feet in 
every twenty-five feet, and in the same proportion for a 
greater or less width, and in the entire distance between the 
stone or brick shall be taken as part of the openings. 


7, The front and rear walls of every such building, 
whether constructed of stone or brick, shall be at least six- 
teen inches in thickness for the first and second story, and at 
léast twelve inches above the second story. 


8. The foundations of walls up ‘to the water table, shall 
not be less than two feet in thickness. 
9. All stores mentioned in this act, shall have gutters 


composed of copper, brick, or other incombustible material, 
and all the doors and window shutters in the rear thereof; 
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shall be made of copper or iron, the paninels of which shall 
be not less than one-eighth of an inch in thickness, and in 
case such stores shall have one or more fronts ona street of 
less than fifty feet in width, then the front doors and window 
shutters shall be constructed in like manner as the rear. 

10. No dormer windows shall be constructed in the roof 
of any such building, whereby the top of such windows 
shall be more than forty feet above the side-walks. 

11. All walls above the ground, upon which walls the 
floor beams rest, shall be deemed side walks within the 
meaning of this act. 

12. When brick is used in the construction of the walls 
of said buildings, the same shall be fully burned, and not 
those denominated Salmon or soft brick. 

13. The terms “ Store” or *¢ Warehouse” in this act shall 
include all buildings constructed or used principally for the 
purpose of receiving, selling, or storing goods, wares, or 
merchandize herein. 

The Committee thereupon adjourned to Wednesday the 
23d instant, at 6 o’clock. 





Mayor’s Office December 23d 1835. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment : 

Mr. Murray, from the Committee appointed to inquire 
into the origin of the fire, made a detailed report, accompa- 
nied by the testimony of forty-five witnesses taken under 
oath before the Committee, which was accepted, and the 
report ordered to be published. 

The Committee to whom was referred the duty of enquir- 
ing into the origin and cause of the late fire in the First 
Ward ; 


- RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That they have taken the requisite measures in concert 


=, 
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with the police magistrates, to procure all the evidence 
which appeared necessary in the case, and to avoid its 
yoluminous details, they would present the following as the 
substance of the evidence which can be relied on. 


It is beyond all doubt that the fire originated in the store 
extending from Pearl street to Merchant street, heretofore 
known, as No. 131 Pear! street, and No. 25 Merchant street. 
The lower floor and cellar were occupied by Messrs. Com- 
stock & Andrews, dry good merchants, and the upper part 
being divided by a wooden partition up to the garret, was 
occupied in the Pearl street front by Henry Babad, importer 
of French silks, and that part fronting on Merchant street, 
by Beri King, a dealer in cloths. 


In the centre of this store, from the lower story upwards, 
was a circular scuttle enclosed with wood, and furnishing a 
channel of light from the roof of the store, which was thrown 
into the several lofts by means of windows. On the northerly 
side of the store towards Wall street, was a chimney with 
several flues, and in Mr. Babad’s. apartment, was a safety 
closet on one side and a temporary wooden closet on the other. 
On the southerly side of the store, there was another chimney 
near Merchant street, with which Mr. King’s fire place com- 


‘municated. 


The basement walls of these stores were 20 inches thick, 
the walls above and as:high as. the garret, 12 inches thick, 
and above the garret floor, 8 inches. The walls were used 
in common between the stores and the ends of the beams 
were separated by the width of a single brick, say four 
inches. 

The stores on Pearl and Merchant streets were originally 
separated, and having a small yard between, and the party 
walls did not penetrate the roof; but about five years since 
the rear walls of each were taken down, and the side walls 
extended so as to unite, while the party walls were carried 
above the roof, and capped with brown stone. 
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Tt appears further; that the walls and ceiling of the interior 
of the cellar, first and second. stories, were lined with boards 
nailed directly on the brick work, and that the flues of the 
chimnies were separated from the wood work by the width 
of a brick, being four inches. 

Mr. Comstock says; that he left his. store about four o’clock 
in. the afternoon of the 16th instant. — His clerks state that 
they left about five, and two of them are positive as to hav- 
ing left the fires in a safe condition, and. carefully extin- 
guished the gas by which the store was lighted. 

‘There were two of Nott’s stoves in Comstock & Andrews’ 
apartment, communicating by their pipes, with the chimney 
flues. In order to give more room in the store, the breast- 
work of the chimney nearest Pearl street, and immediately 
under Mr. Babad’s apartment, had been taken down, except 
a small portion near the ceiling, and into this portion the 
stove pipe had been introduced. As the day was cold, a 
strong fire had been kept up in both stoves during the day, 
but Mr. Hoyt, who shut the store, is positive as to having 
turned ihe damper in both stoves, on leaving it. 

The testimony of Mr. Walton and his clerk is, that they 
are positive that a strong light was observable through the 
fan light over Comstock & Andrews’ door in Merehant street, 
and Mr. Benedict is equally certain that when the fire was 
first observed, it burst simultaneously from the first and 
third or fourth stories, but as it is in proof that there were 
inside shutters to the second story windows, its non-appear- 
ance there may be ascribed to that cause. It has been 
believed by many that the conflagration originated in the 
explosion of the gas pipes. On this point your committee 
examined many. witnesses, among them Drs. Torrey and 
Gales, Mr.'-Peale and Mr. Dean, scientific and practical 
chemists, who have satisfied your committee that not only 
is combustion by gas impracticable unless when coming in 
contact with flame, but in this: case it was absolutely 
impossible so to have originated. The rumbling noise repre- 
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sented by some, and explosicn by others, is to be ascribed 
tothe extensive scuttle way or routunda already described, 


- acting like a cupola furnace on the flame, when once set in 


motion. 

In conclusion, your committee give it as their decided 
opinion, that the origin of the fire is to be attributed to some 
defect in the insufficient thickness of the brick work between 
the flue and the wood work, nailed directly on the brick. 
Whether it originated in that part of the store occupied by 
Messrs. Comstock & Andrews, or by Mr. Babad is not sus- 
ceptible of demonstration ; probably in the floor or near it, 
and that the heat observed by Mr. Babad in the small closet 
adjoining Comstock & Andrew’s flue in his lofi, and which 
he remarked on leaving his store about 8 o’clock, was the 
commencement of the combustion. 

Your cOmmittee submit herewith the particulars of their 
examination to be disposed of as may be directed. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
JAS. B. MURRAY, Chairman. 
. December 23d, 1835. : 





Mr. Allen, from the Committee on the arrangement of the 


Fire Department, made the following Report, which was 


accepted and ordered to be published. 
The sub-committee on the erection of buildings and the 
arrangement of the Fire Department, beg leave further to 


REPORT: 


That they have considered the Fire Wardens as an essen- 
tial part of the Fire Department of the city. The duties 
incumbent on them, if well performed, would not only be 
the means of preventing many of the fires which occur, but 
would add much to the facilities provided for their extinguish- 
ment. The Wardens are required by the ordinance of the 
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Common Council to inspect, in the months of June and 
December annually, every building in the ward for which 
they were appointed, and finding any fire place, stove, or 
other erection or material, likely to cause or promote the 
occurrence of fire, to order it amended or removed under 
the penalty of $25 for neglect by the owner or occupant of 
the premises. They are directed to make a record of these _ 
occurrences, and report them to the foreman of their respec- 
tive companies, who is to. record them in a book to be kept 
for the purpose. If they neglect to report, they are to be 
subjected to a penalty of $25. The foreman of each com- 
pany are bound to make an annual report in the month 
of June, to the Chief Engineer of a copy of the aforesaid 
record, together with the names of each Warden of his com- 
pany under a penalty of $50 for neglect ; and it is made the 
duty of the Chief Engineer, in the month of July thereafter, 
to report to the Mayor a copy of Ee said return, to be filed 
in his office. 

It is made the further duty of the Wardens to repair to 
the place where fire may happen, and assist in obtaining a 
supply of water for the engines. They are to prevent the 
hose from being trodden on or injured, and particularly, to 
keep idle and suspected persons at a proper distance from 
the fire. The corps of Wardens consist of six from each 
ward, or ninety in the whole, and if their aid was given, 
only by keeping the idle from pressing on the firemen, and 
obstructing their operations, their services would be attended 
with great and important advantages; but the Committee 
are sorry to be compelled to say, that neither this duty, or 
any other, incumbent upon the Wardens, as they verily 
believe, has been attended to for a number of years past, 
and they have arrived at this conclusion, after much enquiry 
among our citizens, who have universally declared, that they 
have not seen a Warden at their house, for the purpose of 
inspection, or at fires, for the purpose of preserving the hose 
from injury, or keeping away idlers, for a considerable time 
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past. The Committee are of opinion as the Wardens have 
refused, or neglected to perform the duties required of them 
_ by law, that there would be a propriety in the Common 

Council requesting their resignation, in order that other 
citizens may be appointed who would be willing to perform 
the required duties. 


The 11th section of the ordinance for preventing and. 
extinguishing fires, authorises the Wardens to designate to 
the chief engineer, the persons who are to be appointed, who 
is to report the persons so designated to the Common Coun- 
cil for concurrence, but that none except those who have been fire- 
men for at least three years shall be appointed. By these provi- 
sions, the fire engines are deprived of their most efficient 
force, and the selection of Wardens, as it is feared, too 
frequently falls upon quite young men. The duty to be 
performed in entering a man’s domicil at pleasure, and at 
any time, for the purpose of examination, is a delicate one, 
and ought to be entrusted to men of mature age, and not to 
unthinking youths. The Committee therefore propose, that 
the Common Council be requested to amend the ordinance 
as follows. 


1. Resolved, That so much of the ordinance as authorizes 
the Fire Wardens to designate the persons to the Chief 
Engineer, who is to present them to the Common Council 
for concurrence, and which also provides, that none other 
than those who have been firemen at least three years, shall 
be recommended, be repealed, and that it be made the duty 
of the Aldermen and Assistants of the respective wards, to 
designate to the Common Council for appointment, such of 
the resident householders in their several wards, as they shall 
deem the most suitable for the office. 


The Committee have also had under consideration the 
ordinance relative to the formation of a Hydrant Fire Com- 
pany. 

This company consists of twenty-three men, including 
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officers. They are to attend all fires, and open the hydrants, 
and see to the proper letting out of the water; to prevent 
injury to the hydrants, and have them well secured after the 
fire is extinguished. The utility of this company is doubted, 
as the Committee are unable to ascertain, that the duties 
required of them by the ordinance have been performed. 
The Committee recommend that the Common Council 
be requested to adopt the following plan, which in their 
opinion, will supercede the necessity of a company of 


hydrant firemen, and be the means of affording a prompt . 


supply of water, which may tend to arrest at their com- 
mencement, many of the fires which occur. 


2, Resolved, That the Common Council be requested to 
deposit a quantity of hose in different sections of the city, 
to be placed on the premises of such of our citizens as will 
take care of such hose, and with whom there shall be left a 
key for opening the hydrants, to be obtained at any moment 
that a fire may occur in the vicinity. 


The Committee are not prepared to recommend any mea- 
sure, that shall break up the present Companies of Firemen, 
or the officers under whose management they are placed; 
they think, however, if there was more energy displayed by 
those officers,,a better discipline would be the result, and 
corresponding effects produced in the extinguishment of fires, 


By the following plan, which does not interfere with the 
present arrangement, one hundred men of experience and 
age, will at all times be in readiness to proceed to any part 
of the City, where their services may be required, and being 
remunerated for such services by the Corporation, and un- 
der the special control of the Chief Magistrate, it cannot be 
otherwise than that great good will result from their opera- 
tions, and if hereafter, the plan should prove salutary, it may 
be extended to an increase number of engines placed under 
the same regulation, or others, which experience may sug- 
gest. The Committee propose the following :— 





423 [Doc. No. 53. 


3. Resolved, That the Common Council provide five fire 
engines, with the necessary apparatus, to be stationed in 
such parts of the City as they shall deem most beneficial ; 
the companies of such engines to be composed of exempt, 
firemen, or firemen not exceeding 45 years of age, who shall 
have served their time as firemen in this City, and who hold. 
the usual certificate of the fact; such firemen to receive 
from the City Treasury a stipulated sum per month; to 
wear a uniform by which they may be known, and to be 
under the special control of the Mayor. 

In connection with this subject, the Committee are of 
opinion, that the Fire Insurance Companies hereafter char- 
tered by the Legislature, should be compelled to make some 
provision from their own resources for the extinguishing of 
fires. Each of the London Fire Insurance Companies keep 
a number of fire engines properly manned and uniformed, 
at all times prepared for actual service, and also, a number 
of porters to remove merchandize and other property under 
insurance from the vicinity of the fire; and the fire engines 
in Philadelphia, as the Committee are informed, are owned 
by the Companies attached to them, and are manned by 
voluntary association, receiving nothing from the City Trea- 
sury except an appropriation of a few hundred dollars an- 
nually, for repairs to their machine and apparatus. The 


_ Committee think therefore, that they may with propriety, 


propose the following :— 

4. Resolved, That the Common Council be requested to 
make application to the Legislature for an act declaring that 
every Fire Insurance Company hereafter chartered for this 
City, shall keep in their employ one or more fire engines, in 
proportion to the amount of capital or of property insured 
by them respectively, with a sufficient number of men to 
work and manage such engine or engines. 

The Committee are not sure, that they do not exceed the 
instructions contained in the resolution under which they 
were appointed, by calling the attention of this Committee 
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to the subject of preventing fires, and detecting incendiaries. 
That the circumstances connected with the origin and cause 
of fires, if properly investigated, would lead to the adoption 
of measures that might tend toa prevention of their occur- 
rence, the Committee think cannot be doubted; and as the 
opinion is very génerally entertained, that fires are some- 
times caused by wicked and profligate persons, whose only 
motive is to plunder, it is a question whether an immediate 
examination of witnesses, on the occurrence of every fire, 
would not be the means of detecting the incendiary, and 
handing him over to the competent tribunal for trial and 
conviction. The subject has been much discussed by our 
citizens, and a pretty general opinion is entertained that if 
no other benefit would be derived, the information received. 
as to the cause of fires, would fully compensate for the ex- 
pense. The following is an outline of the proposed measure. 

5. Resolved, That the Common Council be requested to 
make application to the Legislature for an act constituting a 
Board of Commissioners in this City, to be appointed by the 
Governor and Senate, whose duty it shall be, immediately 
after the occurrence of any fire, to summon before them the 
owner, occupants or inhabitants of the building in which the 
fire happened, and also, so many other persons, as they may 
deem necessary, who reside in the vicinity, or who they may 
suppose possess any knowledge, or facts, which occurred at, 
or before the breaking out of such fire, in order that the most 
correct information which the case will admit of may be 
obtained as to the original cause of such fires, whether by 
accident, design, or the imperfect state of the building in 
which it originated. The Commissioners to have power to 
compel witnesses to attend and testify. They shall keep a 
record of these proceedings, and of the evidences produced 
at each fire, and the Common Council to provide for the 
payment of the contingent expenses, and of a moderate 
salary to the Commissioners. 

The five resolutions embraced in the report were unani- 
mously adopted. 
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_ Mr. Charles Augustus Davis, from the Committee ap- 
pointed on the subject of the arrangement of the Fire De- 
partment, presented the following communication :— 


In discharging the duties assigned them, your Committee 
deem it prudent, in the present condition of the City, to re- 
port promptly such suggestions as, in their opinion, call for 
immediate action on the part of the constituted authorities. 

The points towhich they would call attention are such as 
intended to carry relief to the present Fire Department, the 
elements of which department are deemed abundant, pro- 
vided certain duties now imposed on it are separated and 
re-organized. 

The legitimate duty of firemen in a city so extensive as 
ours, should be to extinguish fires, but as at present organized, 
they are called on to do more—they are obliged to doa duty, 
in the first place, that more appropriately could be done by 
horses. 

2dly. They are compelled to combat a crowd of useless 
idlers—officious intermedlers—and though last, not least, a 
mass of vagabonds who throng the scene under the guise of 
lending aid, but actually for purposes of plunder. And 
such is the extent of this evil, that the hospitality of our 
citizens, residing contiguous to a fire, is necessarily too often 
denied to the meritorious fireman, exhausted by his labor, 
for no sooner are doors open than the dwelling is crowded 
by the vile and the vicious, who usurp the aid intended for 
other purposes. In addition to this, the noise and clamor oc- 
casioned by this incongruous and disorganized mass is such, 
that the orders of the Chief Engineer, and the responsive 
trumpets of the firemen can scarcely be distinguished amid 
the congregated clacks of human voices. This is literally 
a crying evil, and the best efforts of the firemen are ren- 
dered abortive. 

A correction can be found by the immediate organization 
of a body of citizens in each ward, to be denominated the 
“Fire Guard.” The duties devolving on the body to be— 
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Ist, To save goods and contents of buildings and to pro- 
tect them from pillage. . 

2d, To keep order and to protect the firemen from inter- 
ference by the idle and the vicious. 

The manifest advantage in such an arrangement would 
extend also to relieving the City Watch at night, at periods 
when their vigilance may be most needed at their respective 
stations. 

The use of horses for the rapid conveyance of engines, 
hooks, ladders and hose, would relieve the companies from 
a large portion of their present arduous duties. Such is the 
increasing extent of our City limits, that the labor of drag- 
ging heavy engines in many cases through snow or mud is 
sufficient of itself to exhaust the companies. Two horses 
kept in readiness contiguous to each engine house, would 
convey the engines and their respective companies, promptly 
to the scene of a fire, and in a condition to encounter it with 
the additional advantage of anticipating the crowd that too 
often obstructs prompt action. 

To consolidate and render the horse power additionally 

serviceable, a cart or boxed car for each pair of horses 
should be provided, to which the engines could be attached, 
and on arrival at the scene of a fire, these horses and cars 
would be in immediate readiness for service under the di- 
rection of the Fire Guard. 
_ This arrangement your Committee deem so important 
that it is hoped it will not be delayed, and its efficacy will 
be found to be equalled only by the surprise that it had not 
long ago been adopted. 

The next point to which your Committee would direct 
immediate attention, is the organization’ of “a Powder Com- 
pany.” 

Until the City is better supplied with water the use of 
powder will be found an efficient agent “of destruction to 


save.” ' 


98S 
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It will naturally suggest itself in the organization of this 
body, that the members composing it should be few and most 
carefully selected; it should be committed alone to scientific 
skill, and move inconcert with the Fire Department. Small _ 
and secure depots of powder prepared for immediate use, 
should be constructed at certain points of the City, and 
means of safe conveyance provided. 

The members of this body should wear a prominent 
badge or dress, and its chief be provided with the use of a 
bugle, to indicate distinctly the scene of its action. 


Your Committee would ask an enquiry into the present 
system of forming Fire Companies, and whether in some 
cases the immunities and exceptions extended by law to 
firemen, do not furnish an inducement for many individ- 
uals to join, more to avail themselves of those privileges, 
thanto perform a share of the arduous duties of the station. , 

If this is the case it isan abuse which calls for immediate: 
correction. It is due to the actual fireman, as well as to the 
City at large. If companies are in partmade up by those who. 
prefer paying the fines to the performance of duties, it is 
evident that the meritorious firemen have additional labor 
imaposed on them, which compel them at fires to accept of. 
volunteer’s aid, attended as such a course must be with ir- 
regularity, noise, confusion, and most of the obstructions. 
that firemen meet. | 

The nominal force of the companies is abundant for all 
purposes, provided that al/ are, as many are, men of prompt- 
ness, alacrity, skill, daring, and industry ; but it bears pecu- 
liarly hard on such, to be compelled to find their best exer- 
tions often rendered abortive by the evils now complained of. 

To correct these several plans could be adopted. 


Ist. As regards the amount of fines for non-attendance ; 
but this course is attended with its difficulties—for to:in- 
crease fines would bear unequally, unless they were gradu- 
ated by ability of delinquent members to pay. 
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2d. The most effectual course would be dismissal, in cases 
where absence from duty could not reasonably be accounted 
for, and abolish the whole system of fines—and, though 
last, not least, 


3d. A re-organization of the appointing power. A Com- 
mittee selected by the Corporation. A Committee of equal 
numbers selected by underwriters, and also from the Fire 
Department, would constitute an efficient board of appownt- 
ment. This board of appointment would also form a nucleus 
for the collection and application of all useful and practical 
information touching various details applicable to the whole 
Fire Department, sifting theory from facts, and enquire into 
and report on all laws now existing, and thei operation in 
practice. 

The present laws bearing on this department are abun- 
dant, as to extent and bulk, and probably in this fact are, or 
may be defective in some respects. 


In the present prostrated state of our Fire Insurance Com- 
panies, and the probability of the creation of new ones, it 
may not be unworthy of enquiry how far an advantage may 
be secured by ingrafting in their acts of incorporation a duty 
to provide and man fire engines of their own, under the direc- 
tion of the Chief Engineer. The number regulated by the 
amount of capital—say one engine for $250,000 or $300,000 
capital. 

In the organization of a “ Fire Guard,” as proposed in 
this report, the Committee would suggest the expediency of 
a classification of members for the purpose of securing effi- 
ciency of action—say three classes in each Ward, designated 
by letters A. B. C. to perform duty in rotation by a monthly 
order of the ‘Mayor, so that each class would be prepared 
for immediate duty. 


” 


The foregoing are among the prominent objects which your 
Committee deem of so much importance as to require im- 
mediate action by the constituted authorities of our City. 





429 [Doc. No. 53. 


In contemplating the past and present arduous duties of 
the meritorious firemen, the Hook, Ladder, and Hose Com- 
panies ; the obstructions and difficulties which they have so 
long been compelled to encounter, apart from the actual la- 
bor of subduing a fire, it is hoped that the suggestions herein 
made may find favor and immediate adoption. 

Give our Firemen an unobstructed field for action, release 
them from duties which in reality should be separated and 
devolve on others, as herein proposed, and then with an 
ample supply of water, a fire would seldom be found to extend 
beyond the fabric in which it originated. Give them the 
ability to preserve order and silence by enabling them to 
reject volunteer aid, and the scene of a fire will correspond 
as regards order, silence, and harmony of action, with that 
which is now so successfully practiced, and is found indispen- 
sible on board our ships of war, at periods of the most intri- 
cate manceuvre, or on board our largest steamboats, at 
periods when the most apparent complicated management is 
required. 

Ail of which is respectfully submitted. 


On motion of George D. Strong Esquire, it was unani- 
mously— 

Resolved, That the Common Council be solicited to direct a 
bulk head to be built across Coenties Slip, and that permis- 
sion be granted to the owners of real estate, to immediately 
deposit in said slip the dirt and rubbish which has accumu- 
lated in consequence of the late fire. 


And the Committee thereupon adjourned to Thursday 
evening, the 24th inst. at six o’clock. 





Mayors Office December 24, 1835. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Davis from the Committee on the Fire Department, 
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presented the following resolutions, which were unanimously 
adopted :— 

lst. Resolved, That it be recommended to the Common 
Council to enact a law authorizing the organization of a 
‘Fire Guard” in each Ward, to consist of not less than sixty 
members in each Ward, and which said Guard shall be 
divided into three classes designated by letters A. B. C, to 
serve in rotation monthly by public notice to be given by the 
Mayor. Thus each class in each ward consisting of not less 
than twenty members, will form a body of three hundred 
citizens, whose duty it shall be to attend at all fires for the 
purpose of saving articles exposed to danger, and to protect 
the Firemen from all interruption in the discharge of their 
duties, and to prevent those who are not members of Compa- 
nies or bodies by Law directed to attend at fires from 
approaching the ground required for purposes of its extin- 
guishment and the safety of property. And that each class 
in each ward shall elect its own foreman, which foreman 
shall elect a chief and two assistants, whose duties it shall be 
to take control of the “Fire Guard,” keep a record of its 
proceedings, report delinquencies, and do all the acts and 
things required of them for purposes of efficiency of action 
and meeting the objects of duties required. 

The members of said Fire Guard, during the term of 
office and no longer, to enjoy the exceptions and immunities 
now extended to Firemen. 

Qd. Resolved, That it be recommended to the Common 
Council to enact a law authorising the use of horses for the 
eonveyance of Engines, Hose, Hooks and Ladders to the 
scene of a fire, and also a supply of carts and box’d carts, to 
be provided to serve in the conveyance of merchandize and 
other articles necessary to be removed from danger, and to 
be under the direction of the Fire Guard. 

3d. Resolved, That the present mode of appointing Fire- 
men be changed, and that a law be passed authorising the 
appointment of a board of appointment, to consist of not less 


eal 
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than nine members :—One third or three of whom to be 
appointed by the Common Council; one-third or three: of 
whom by the Board of Presidents of the Fire Insurance 
Companies ; one-third or three of whom by the Fire Com- 
panies, of which latter number the Chief Engineer shall be 
one, and the power of this board of appointment shall extend 
to the appointing of all members of the Fire, Hose, Ladder 
and Hook Companies; and to report their proceedings at 
least once in three months, or oftener if required to the 
Common Council, with such suggestions and improvements 
as may be productive of general benefit. 


_ The respective organized bodies contemplated in the fore- 
going resolutions to wear a distinguishing badge or dress, of 
easy recognition, and any person detected using either or 
any of said badges or dresses, and not a member of the 
companies or bodies to which said badge or dress may 
apply, to be subject to fine or imprisonment, at the option of 
the Court having cognizance of the same. 


On motion of Mr. Peter G. Stuyvesant, amended by Mr. 
James Monroe, it was— 


Resolved, That it be recommended to the Honorable, the 
Corporation, to take into consideration the subject of the 


location of lumber yards in this City; and whether it would 


not be the most judicious course in all cases, that they be 
located immediately on the rivers. 


Mr. Jonathan Goodhue, from the Committee on streets 
submitted the following report, which was accepted, and the 
accompanying resolutions adopted : 


REPORT : 


The sub-Committee on the subject of improving the streets 
in the conflagration district, beg leave, in lieu of a report, 
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to submit for the adoption of the general meeting, the follow- 
ing resolutions, which sufficiently explain their own object. 
Respectfully submitted. 
JNO. GOODHUE, Chairman, 
SAMUEL B. RUGGLES, 
JOHN HAGGERTY. 


PREAMBLE AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Whereas, Since the appointment of the sub-Committee, 
on the subject of improving the streets in the district des- 
troyed by fire, the Common Council of the City have taken 
measures to convene the owners of the lands therein situated, 
to the end that a general plan for the improvement of those 
streets, may be matured and executed under the direction of 
the public authorities; 

And Whereas, A Committee of, those owners are now 
engaged in active measures, for the purpose of collecting the 
information, and prosecuting the proceedings, necessary for 
the speedy accomplishment of that object: 

And Whereas, The whole body of our citizens are deeply 
interested in the adoption of a liberal plan for the improve- 
ment of that important portion of the City, whereby the 
streets shall be rendered more spacious and accessible, the 
hazard of conflagration diminished, and the general credit 
of the Metropolis correspondingly increased ; 

And Whereas, The wide spread effects of the recent ca- 
‘lamity, reaching far beyond the immediate scene of its rava- 
ges, strongly admonish us that the preservation from fire, of 
this particular portion of the City, destined as it is to be the 
depository of the most valuable portion of its merchandise, 
is a matter directly concerning the whole of this commercial 
community ; 

And Whereas, The great body ofour citizens may rightfully 
and properly claim of the public authorities, that they shall 
prevent by proper laws the establishment or continuance, 
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not only in the particular district in question but throughout 
every portion of our commercial Metropolis, of any streets 
which, by their want of sufficient space or means of access 
shall jeopard the public safety : 


But Whereas, This meeting is satisfied, that the subject of 
improving the streets in the district lately destroyed by fire 
having now been entered upon by the Common Council 
may more appropriately be left exclusively to their considera- 
tion ; Now therefore it is 

Resolved, That the sub-Committee heretofore appointed 
by this Committee, to consider the subject of improving the 
streets, be and they are hereby discharged from that duty; 
and that this meeting will rely on the Common Council to 
pursue such measures in respect thereto, as the interest and 
security of the public may require :-— 

And Whereas, The Common Council, in arranging their 
plan of improvement, may deem it expedient to close up 
considerable portions of the streets, slips, and open squares 
now belonging to the public, within the district in question 
and amounting in pecuniary value toa large sum; Now 
therefore, 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting, the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands so to be closed up, ought 
under the circumstances of the case to be applied in pay- 
ment, so far as the sum will extend, of the damages incurred 
by the persons owning lands on those streets, which it may 
become necessary to enlarge, in order to secure the public 
safety. 

The Committee of citizens having determined to send a 
deputation to Albany, to confer with His Excellency the 
Governor, in relation to such measures of relief as it may be 
considered expedient to apply for from the Legislature of 
this State, and as the subject embraces the application for 
permission to issue a city stock, it has been thought proper 
to annex a copy of the letter to the Governor introducing the 
delegates. 

It is as follows :— 
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; 


His Excellency Witt1am L. Marcy, 
Governor, &c. &c. 

Dear Sin—This will be handed to you by a Committee 
composed of the following Gentlemen :—Mess’rs_ Phillip 
Hone, Stephen Allen, Daniel Jackson, Charles Augustus 
Davis, and James B. Murray... 

This deputation are charged with the duty of communi- 
cating with the Executive of the State, on the subject of the 
recent calamity which has visited the city of New-York.— 
Their authority is derived from a General Committee of 
citizens appointed at a public meeting held on the 19th inst. 

‘The citizens of New-York are deeply sensible of the sym- 
pathy excited abroad for the affliction under which they suf- 
fer; and cannot but gratefully appreciate the disposition 
evinced by Your Excellency, to further with the ‘executive 
influence, any just and proper relief in the power of the 
constituted authorities of the State to afford. 

The Committee of citizens have as yet been unable to de- 
cide fully upon what may be the most effectual and feasible 
means of relief. The gentlemen who compose the delega- 
tion now presented to Your Excellency, have been attentive 
and useful members of the Committee, and are therefore 
enabled to communicate the general views, entertained and 
expressed by their colleagues. Their general. intelligence, 
practical information, and familiarity with all the facts of the 
case, will afford to the Executive the means of acquiring 
accurate information on the subject of their mission, 

The Committee have already directed certain applica; 
tions to be made to the Legislature, the general principles of 
“which will be placed before you by the delegation It. will 
doubtless be apparent to Your Excellency that the interest of 
the parties concerned will be greatly advanced by speedy 
action on the several applications whieh may be made. 

So far as the action of the state is concerned, in affording 
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by a discreet use of its resources, present relief tothe suf- 
ferers, the citizens will place the utmost deference upon the 
views of policy entertained by the Executive, and will 
doubtless be governed in their proceedings upon this subject 
by the report of the delegates. 

It may be proper for the organ of the Committee of citi- 
zens to state, that a recommendation has been made to the 
Common Council, and acted upon in that body, to apply to 
the Legislature for authority to issue a stock or bond on the 
city credit for a loan of Six Millions of Dollars. 

I have also been instructed to memorialize Congress pray- 
ing for relief under the following general heads, viz :— 

- 1st. A remission, or refunding of duties on goods, in the 
original packages, which have been destroyed by the late - 
conflagration. 

2d. An extension of credit on all the existing bonds for 
duties payable in this city, and falling due after the 16th of 
this month. 

3d. A general temporary extension of the time of pay- 
ment of cash and other duties on goods imported in the 
United States, subsequent to the 16th of this month. 

4th. An investment of a portion of the unappropriated 
surplus revenue of the United States in such funds and such 
manner as will afford relief to the city of New-York. 

Much relief will result from the success of these applica 
tions, and I feel assured that the citizens will not be without 
your good offices in procuring for them whatever efficient 
aid can with propriety be afforded by the State. 

With my acknowlegdements for the interest you have ex- 
pressed in the misfortunes of my fellow-citizens, 


T remain, &c. 
C. W. LAWRENCE, 


Chairman of the Cominitiee of Citizens. 
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No further business appearing, the Committee adjourned 
subject to a call from the Chairman. 
C. W. LAWRENCE, 
Ghainiian. of the General Committee of Citizens- 


The following. Resolution, offered by Mr. Ingraham, was 
unanimously adopted : 


Resolved, That the communication from His Honor the 
Mayor, as Chairman of the General Committee of Citizens, 
be. printed. 

That so much of the same as relates to the amendments 
of the Fire Laws and the location of Lumber Yards be re- 
ferred to the Street Committee on that subject. 

That so much as relates to the origin of the fire be refer- 
red to the Select Committee on that subject. 

That so much. as relates to the arrangement of ae Fire 
Department be referred to the Committee on. Fire and: 
Water. 

That so much as relates to filling up Coenties Slip rt 


referred to the Commitee on Wharves, Piers and Slips. 


That so much as relates to the improvement of the Streets 
be referred to the Street Committee. 


DOCUMENT No. 54. 








BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY 4, 1836. 


Reports of the Finance Committee, on the claim of Tho- 
mas Ledwith to be indemnified for loss of rent, by closing 
his house during the Cholera in 1832; and also the Opinion 
of the Counsel of the City thereon. Laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 

Wn. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


Tur Finance Committee to whom was referred the Peti- 
tion of Thomas Ledwith, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


The Petitioner represents in substance, that during the 
Cholera of 1832, one Riley, a tenant under him, was evict- 
ed from the house he occupied, by order of the Board of 
Health, and claims $200 damages. 
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Alderman Cebra and Mr. Ledwith attended before your 
Committee. It appears from their representations, that two 
Reports had been made in 1832, against this claim. 

It is unnecessary to go into a minute statement of the facty, 
of the case. But if this claim can be made to prevail over 
the settled construction of the laws, as they have been put 
in force by the Board of Health and the Health Wardens 
of the city, whenever an epidemic prevailed, no prudent 
man would consent to take any responsibility in times of 
danger and alarm—the best interests of the city would be 
put in jeopardy at such periods, and many lives would be 
lost. 

It is the opinion of the Committee that better than to yield 
to the pretence set up by this claim, the Corporation should 
invite a suit, and let the question be tried, so that there 
may be no future doubt about the rights and authorities 
which the laws confer upon the Board of Health. 





But as they have not had the benefit of the opinion of the 
Counsel of the Boards, they offer the following Resolution: - 
Resolved, That it be referred to the Counsel of the Corpo- | 
ration, to examine and report upon the legal rights of Tho- | 
mas Ledwith in the premises. : 
M. VAN SCHAICK, / me 


AARON CLARK, on 
BENJAMIN TOWNSEND, ) Finance. 


The Honorable the Corporation of the City of Nanvow 


4 


The Petition of Thomas Ledwith, respectfully! sheweth 
unto your Honorable body: That on the second day of Au, 
gust, 1832, the house number one Water-street, was, by aty 
rection of the powers then being, caused to be cleared and shut 
‘up, which was consequently effected, and John Reilly, the ter 
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ant then in occupation, evicted. That by the means of the 
said Reilly’s being removed from possession, your petition- 
er has actually lost at least the sum of two hundred dollars ; 
which sum, being so taken from your Petitioner, and a loss 
incurred which your Petitioner is unable to bear, lyour 
| Petitioner, therefore, hopes your Honorable body will in- 
demnify him for the loss aforesaid. And your Petitioner 
will ever pray, &c. 


priate of the Counsel of the Corporation on the claim of Tho- 
mas Ledwith. 


Mr. Ledwith, in his annexed Petition, alleges that in Au- 
gust 1832, his house in Water-street, was cleared and shut 
up by direction of the city authorities. That his tenant 
was consequently evicted and that he has thereby lost at 
least two hundred dollars ; and he prays the Common Coun- 
cil to indemnify him for such loss. 

The act to which he attributed his loss was done under 


the authority of the Board of Health, during the prevalence 
of the Cholera in this city. 


By the first section of the 3rd title of the 14th chapter of 
Part Ist of the Revised Statutes the Board of Health have 
power “to give all such directions and adopt all such mea- 
sures as in their judgment may be necessary for cleansing 
and purifying all buildings within the city, and to do or 
cause to be done every thing in relation thereto which in 
their opinion may be proper to preserve the health of the 
city.” 

It is also by the second section of the same title made 
their duty “to exercise all such other powers, whenever a con- 
tagious disease shall appear in the city, as an their judgment 
the circumstances of the case and the public good shall require. 

It matters not whetker the Cholera was a contagious dis- 
ease or not, because the 6th section of the 5th title of the 
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same chapter, declares that ‘‘ The provisions of the pre- 
vious title of this chapter shall extend to all diseases which 
in the opinion of the Board of Health shall be deemed dan- 
gerous to the public health.” 

The act which Mr. Ledwith complains of was therefore 
done in strict accordance with the law, and there is no alle- 
gation that wanton injury was committed upon him or his 
property, or that what was done, was unnecessary under 
the existing circumstances. I am clearly of opinion, there- 
fore, that Mr. Ledwith can have no legal claim against the 


Corporation for any loss he may have suffered thereby. But | 


his own petition carries on its face a refutation of his claim. 
He desires the Corporation to pay him the rent which he 
leaves it to be inferred was not paid by histenant. I appre- 
hend that the tenant was not discharged from his contract to 
pay the rent by the purifying and temporary closing of the 
premises, under the authority of the Board of Health; and 
if Mr. Ledwith has suffered such loss as he states, it has 
been because he has neglected to enforce his legal rights, 
This, however, is a matter between him and his tenant, to 
neither of whom could the Corporation, in my opinion, be 
liable for the act complained of. 
R. EMMET. 
November 4, 1835. 


ee 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred the an- 
nexed Petition of Thomas Ledwith, together with a Report 
heretofore made by the said Committee thereon, and the 
opinion of the Counsel of the Corporation as to the legality 
of Mr. Ledwith’s claim, 


Respectfully Report : 


‘That they have carefully re-considered the case, and can- 
not discover any good reason for changing the opinion ex- 


Pi 


——————— ee . 
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pressed by them in their former Report. On the contrary, ~ 
the Committee are confirmed in their belief, that it would 
be highly inexpedient for the Common Council to recognize 
the principle, that in cases of this character, relief may be 
expected from the City treasury. However strong therefore 
may be the circumstances of this particular case, it would 
not in their judgment, justify the Common Council in esta- 
blishing a precedent for future demands of a similar nature, 
and asthe Counsel has given his opinion that Mr. Ledwith has 
no legal claim, the Committee would recommend the adop- 
tion of the following Resolution :— 

' Resolved, That it is inexpedient to grant the prayer of the 
said Petitioner. 


AARON CLARK, Committee on 
BENJAMIN TOWNSEND, § Finance. 
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DOCUMENT No. 55. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY 6, 1836. 


Preamble and Resolutions offered by Mr. Cleaveland, in- 
structing the Counsel of the Corporation to prepare the 
Draft of a Memorial to the Legislature, urging the repeal of 
the Law of 27th April 1833, relating to Debts owing by 
the Citizens of New-York, to citizens of other States, se- 
cured by Mortgage on teal estate in the State, and subject 
to taxation. Adopted and ordered to be printed. 


Wn. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


Whereas, on the 27th day of April, in the year 1833, the 
Legislature of the State of New-York, passed a Law which 
declares in the first section thereof, that ‘“ all debts owing 
by Inhabitants of this State to persons not residing therein, 
for the purchase of any real estate, or secured by a mortgage 
on real estate, shall be deemed personal property within the 
town and county wheré the debtor resides, and as such 
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shall be liable to taxation in the same manner, and to the 
same extents as personal estate of Citizens of this State :—” 


And whereas, on the 26th day of February, in the year 
1834, the said Legislature passed an act so amending the 
said Law of 1833, as not to ‘subject any debt owing to 
the School Fund of the State of Connecticut, to taxation 
under the provisions of the said act:” 


And whereas, by the operation of said Law of 1833, a 
large amount of capital belonging to Citizens of adjoining 
and other States, in which the legal rate of interest is less 
than seven per centum per annum, was withdrawn from the 
City and State of New-York: 

And whereas, It is believed that the immediate cause of 
the passage of said Law has now ceased to exist: 

And whereas, the recent severe calamity with which the 
Citizens of New-York have been visited, has destroyed and 
actually annihilated many millions of dollars, and must in 
- its disastrous consequences, not only affect. the Commercial 
City, but the whole State, unless some immediate and 
prompt measures are adopted for relief. 

Therefore, be wt Resolved, That it is the deliberate opinion 
of this Common Council, that a repeal of the said Law of 
1883, would invite Foreign Capitalists at once to invest their 
funds in Bonds and Mortgages within the State of New- 
York, and thus in no small degree supply the capital which 
has been lost or heretofore withdrawn. 

Resolved, That the Counsel of the Corporation prepare the 
Draft of a suitable Memorial, respectfully urging the Legis- 
lature at its present Session to repeal said Law of 18338; 
said Draft to be submitted to the Common Council on Mon- 
day next. 

Resolved, That his honor the Mayor be requested to trans- 
mit to the Senators from the first Senatorial District, and to 
the Members of Assembly from the City and County of 
New-York, copies of the foregoing Preamble and Resolutions. 


| 





DOCUMENT No. 56. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY 11, 1836. 


Report of the Counsel, with his opinion, as to the autho- 
rity of the Common Council to appropriate Monies raised 
under the Act to provide for supplying the City with Water, 
to the payment for the Water Pipes through the city. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Wan. Hacaporn, Clerk. 





Resolved, That the Counsel for the City report to this 
Board his opinion whether the Common Council have au- 
thority to appropriate the monies raised under the Act of the 
Legislature, authorizing the Water Loan, to the payment 
for the Water Pipes though the city. 


The subscriber, in obedience to the above Resolution, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORTS 


To the Board of Assistants, that in his opinon the Com- 
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mon Council have no authority to appropriate any part of 
the money raised under the Act of the Legislature, entitled 
« An act to provide for supplying the City of New-York 
with pure and wholesome water” to the payment for the 
Water Pipes through the City. 

The powers and duties of the Common Council and of 
the Water Commissioners respectively, in regard to this 
faud, are to be ascertained by reference to the Act above 
mentioned, and it is expressly provided by the 11th section 
that “the monies to be raised by virtue of this Act shall be 
applied and expended to and for the purpose of supplying 
the City of New-York with pure and wholesome Water, 
according to the plan so adopted and ratified, with such im- 
material alterations as may be necessary and by and under 
the direction of the said Commissioners.” ; 
R. EMMET. 
January 11, 1836. 
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DOCUMENT No, 57. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY 11, 1836. 


Communication from the Counsel, enclosing a Memorial 


to the Legislature for the repeal of the Law taxing debts 
due to non-residents. 


Approved, and ordered to be printed. 
Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


To the Honorable the Legislature of the State of New-York : 


The Memorial of the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty 
of the City of New-York, 


RESPECTFULLY REPRESENTS: 


That the urgent necessity which exists at present of ob- 
taining pecuniary aid, to enable the City of New-York to 
recover from the effects of the late disastrous fire, renders it 
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expedient that every possible encouragement should be held 
out to foreign capitalists to invest their funds on bond and 
mortgage in the said city ; and as your Memorialists have 
reason to believe that the Act entitled “An Act to subject 
certain debts owing to non-residents to taxation,” passed on 
the 27th of April, 1833, has had the effect of deterring 
many non-residents of this State from thus investing their 
money, they deem it their duty to apply to your Honorable 
Body for a repeal of the said Act. 


In making this application your Memorialists are encou- 
raged to hope forsuccess, not only from the manifest utility 
of such a measure to the City of New-York at the present 
crisis, but from the fact that the supposed necessity for the 
said law in other parts of the State has in a great measure 
if not wholly ceased to exist. Your Memorialists believe 
they are warranted in stating that the chief object of the 
Legislature in passing the said Act, was to reach the large 
amount of debt due to the Holland Land Company and se- 
cured by lands in the Western part of this State,, and they 
would respectfully advert to the fact that the said Company 
have recently disposed of a large portion of their Estate 
and interests to citizens of this State. 


Your Memorialists would also respectfully represent, that 
however wise or expedient the policy of the Legislature 
may have been in passing the said Act, in respect to exten- 
sive proprietors or mortgagees of lands in this State, resi- 
ding in foreign countries, the effect of the said law upon 
American citizens being residents of other States, has been 
unjust and oppressive, inasmuch as their property has been 
thereby subjected to a double taxation; as a strong instance 
of which, occurring within their own knowledge, your Me- 
morialists would mention, that during the year 1834, up- 
wards of two hundred thousand dollars, loaned on bond 
and mortgage by the Executors of one estate to merchants 
in this city, were taxed under the said law, although it was 
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made to appear that nearly the whole of the said amount 
was actually taxed for the same period in the State of Mas- 
sachusetts ; and it is a well ascertained fact that in conse- 
quence of the said law, a large amount of capital belonging 
to citizens of other States in which the legal rate of interest 
is less than seven per cent per annum, has been withdrawn 
not only from the city but from other parts of the State of 
New-York. 

The inevitable consequence of imposing a tax upon debts 
thus secured, being as your Memorialists confidently be- 
lieve, to diminish the amount of active capital within the 
reach of our citizens, they do not hesitate to say that even in 
prosperous times, such a measure must operate injuriously 
upon the interests of a community so essentially commer- 
cial as that of the city of New-York; and in the present 
embarrassed condition to which a large portion of its inha- 
bitants have been reduced, they respectfully submit, that 
so far as the said city is concerned, the objections against — 
the continuance of the said law, are presented with increas- 
ed force. 

Believing, therefore, that a repeal of the said law would 
invite Foreign Capitalists at once to invest their funds in 
bonds and mortgages within this State, and thus in no small 
degree supply the capital which has been withdrawn and 
lost, and contribute towards the relief so much needed at 
present in this city, your Memorialists respectfully request 
that the said Act may be repealed; or if a total repeal 
thereof should not be deemed expedient, they pray that an 
Act may be passed to exempt the City of New-York from 
the operation thereof. 


The subscriber respectfully submits the enclosed Memo- 
rial to the Common Council, as directed by a Resolution 
passed on the 8th instant. 

R. EMMET. 

January 11, 1836. 
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DOCUMENT No, 58. . 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


- JANUARY 4, 1836. 


‘ 


Proceedings, &c. of the Citizens of Philadelphia, Balti- 
more, Boston, Lancaster, Albany, Utica, Troy, Brooklyn, 
&c, in reference to the Great Fire, in the City of New-York, 
on the 16th and 17th days of December, 1835, together with 
the Communications of his Honor the Mayor, and the Joint 
Select Committee of Correspondence on that subject. 

. Ordered to be printed. 
Wn. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


THE REPORT OF THE JOINT SELECT COM- 
MITTEE of the Common Council of New-York with a Pre- 
amble and Resolutions responsive to Resolutions adopted 
by ‘the citizens of the Cities, &c. above named, expressive 
of their sympathy with the Citizens of New-York in the se- 
vere calamity above alluded to, together with the Corres- 
pondence of and with His Honor the Mayor, in reference 
thereto, &c. 


Doc. No. 38.] A452 


REPORT. 


THE JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE, to whom was 
referred a Resolution offered by MR. CLEAVELAND, 
and adopted by the Common Council, in the words fol- 
lowing: 


“¢ Resolved, That it be referred to a Joint Committee of 
both Boards, to report Resolutions responsive, on the part of 
the Common Council of this city, to the sentiments expressed 
in the Resolutions passed at a Public Meeting of the Citizens 
of Philadelphia, on the 18th instant, and at Public Meetings 
of the Citizens of Baltimore, and other Cities ; and also suit- 
able Resolutions expressive of the feelings of the Citizens of 
New-York, towards the large and respectable Delegation 
from the Fire Department of the City of Philadelphia, and 
also as to the efforts of the Fire Departments of Brooklyn, 
Newark, Jersey City, and other towns, most timely rendered 
in a day of alarm and of peril,” 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That your Committee have read with intense interest, the 
spirited Resolutions adopted by the Citizens of Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, Boston, and other cities and towns, immediately 
after the late conflagration in this city, in Public Meetings 
convened in those several cities, &c. 

That your Committee being informed that his Honor the 
Mayor, had made suitable replies to the authorities and ci- 
tizens through whom many of the Resolutions, &c. were 
communicated, and believing it to be impracticable for the 
Common Council, by resolution, in a full and proper man- 
ner to reciprocate the sympathy and good feelings so nobly 
manifested by the Citizens of the cities and towns alluded 
to, and being confident that his Honor the Mayor, could by 
letter, convey to our fellow-citizens abroad, im terms more 
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explicit, the sentiments of this Common Council,. and of the 
Citizens of New-York, towards those who so generously ten- 
dered their aid and their sympathy, at a time when such 
manifestations of interest and friendly feeling are peculiarly 
grateful. With this view, and under these circumstances, 
your Committee submit for the consideration and adoption 
of the Common Council, the following Preamble and Reso- 


lutions. 
JOHN CLEAVELAND, ) 
MORGAN L. SMITH, | 
ALEXANDER STEWART, ! Joint Select 
EGBERT BENSON, Committee. 
GEO. NIXON, | 
GEO. CLINCH, 


IN COMMON COUNCKEL. 


PREAMBLE AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Wuereas, his Honor the Mayor has by special Message, 
communicated to the Common Council, copies of Preambles 
and Resolutions adopted by the Select and Common Coun- 
cils of the City of Philadelphia—by the Common Council of 
the City of Brooklyn—and by the Citizens of Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, Boston, Lancaster, Albany, Utica, and Troy, 
adopted at public meetings, convened in those several Cities, 
and expressive not only of the deepest and tenderest sym- 
pathy with the Citizens of New-York, in that afflictive dis- 
pensation of Divine Providence, which on the night of the 
16th of December, laid in ashes so large and so valuable a 
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part of this metropolis; but also tendering to the Citizens of 
New-York, in a manner the most manly and disinterested, 
noble, and generous proffers of aid, relief, and assistance. 
Therefore, be it 


Resolved, That the Common Council of New-York, recog- 
nize in the sentiments and spirit which pervade the Resolu- 
tions adopted by the Citizens of Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Boston, Lancaster, Albany, Utica, Troy, and Brooklyn, a 
bond of amity, alliance, and fellowship, binding together as 
brethren the Citizens of distant Cities and States, which 
they trust will not cease to endure so long as we continue to 
be citizens of one Great Commonwealih—inhabitants of one 


Common Union. 


Resolved, That the sentiments expressed by the Citizens 
of our sister Cities, in the Resolutions referred to, and the 
patriotic spirit and noble and generous sympathy manifested 
by them towards our fellow-citizens, when suffering under 
a most severe calamity, meet with a full and hearty response 
on the part of this Common Council, and will be kept in 
grateful remembrance by the Citizens of New-York, long 
after the conflagration of the 16th of December, shall cease 
to be known, except as a matter connected with the History 
of the Past. 


Resolved, That the City of New-York is under high and 
acknowledged obligations to the Firemen of Philadelphia, 
Brooklyn, Jersey City, Newark, West Point Foundery and 
Elizabethtown, for their efficient services, most timely and 
promptly rendered to our Citizens, during and immediately 
subsequent to the recent conflagration. 


Resolved, That his Honor the Mayor be requested to com- 
municate to the Mayor, Councils, Firemen and Citizens of 
Philadelphia—to the Common Council, Firemen and Cie | 
tizens of the City of Brooklyn—to the Firemen of Jersey 
City, Newark, West Point Foundery, and Elizabethtown— 


4 
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and to the Citizens of Baltimore, Boston, Lancaster, Albany, 
Troy, and Utica, the high sense of obligation resting on the 
Common Council, and on the Citizens of New-York, to our 
fellow-citizens in those Cities and Towns for their interest 
and sympathy manifested by word and work, in a day of 
peril and alarm—and that his Honor the Mayor be request- 
ed to communicate to this Common Council, copies of all 
letters thus addressed by him to our fellow-citizens in other 
Cities, that the same may be recorded on the minutes of this 
Common Council. 


Resolved, That the foregoing Preamble and Resolutions, 
with the Resolutions and papers referred to therein, and 
with the correspondence between his Honor the Mayor and 
the Citizens of the several Cities and Towns alluded to, be 
printed and filed among the Documents of this Common 
Council, and be published in all the daily papers of the City, 
under the direction of the Committee. 


Adopted by the Board of Assistants, January 4, 1836. 


Concurred in by the Board of Aldermen, January 4, 1836. 
Approved by the Mayor, January 5, 1836. — 
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PROCEEDINGS, &c. 
IN THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA. 


ee 


Crry or PHILADELPHIA, 
In Common Council, Dec. 17, 1835. 


Wuereas the Select and Common Councils of the City 
of Philadelphia, have heard, with feelings of the deepest re- 
gret, that a destructive and wide spread conflagration has 
occurred in one of the most active seats of business in our 
sister City of New-York ; and whereas a calamity so exten- 
sive is calculated not only to excite our warmest sympathy 
for the immediate sufferers, but to arouse the active benevo- 
lence of our citizens, for their relief— 

Therefore Resolved, That his Honor the Mayor be request- 
ed to call a Town Meeting of the Citizens of Philadelphia, 
in order that the proper measures may be taken to relieve 
our suffering fellow-citizens of New-York, from the effects 
of the recent conflagration in that city. 

Resolved, That the Presidents of Councils be requested to 
forward a copy of these Resolutions to the Presidents of the 
Boards of Aldermen and Assistants, and to express to the 
Citizens of New-York, through them, the deep sympathy felt 
throughout this community, at the distressing intelligence 
which has been received, and their disposition to adopt such 
measures as may alleviate the distress arising therefrom. 

Select Council Concurred. ; 
W. M. MEREDITH, 
President of the Select Council. 
J. G. Cuarxson, Clerk S. C. i 
HENRY TROTH, 
President of the Common Council. 


Rozpert Hare, Jun. Clerk C. C. 
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MEETING 


OF THE 
CITIZENS OF PHILADELPHIA 
AT THE 
PHILADELPHIA EXCHANGE, 


December 18, 1835. 


At a meeting of the Citizens of the City and County of 
Philadelphia, convened by a public notice in the morning 
papers, at the Philadelphia Exchange, on the 18th of De- 
cember, 1835, in relation to the dreadful calamity experi- 
enced and still continuing in the City of New-York. 

JOHN SWIET was called to the Chair, and Gzorer M. 
Datuas and Tuomas Btppie were appointed Secretaries. 

The following Resolutions were offered by Mr. Dallas, 
and unanimously adopted :— 

Resolved, That a Committee of fifty e appoited by the 
Presiding Officers of this meeting, who, as representatives 
of the Citizens of the City and County of Philadelphia, shall 
forthwith take measures to communicate to the Corporation 
and People of the City of New-York, the deep and abiding 
sympathy universally felt throughout our community, in the 
overwhelming calamity by which they have been visited, in 
the destruction by fire of so extensive a portion of their great 
metropolis, and of so vast an amount of valuable property, 
and in the unavoidable and wide spread desolation it must 
scatter among a. free, virtuous, and enterprising population. 
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Resolved, That it be the duty of the Committee of Fifty 


to ascertain as expeditiously and as accurately as possible, — 


and to report to a Public Meeting of the Citizens of this 
section of Pennsylvania, to be held on the 28th day of De- 
cember instant, the probable extent of loss or damage sus- 
tained by our brethren of New-York, by the awful confla- 
gration now raging in their City. — 

Resolved, That it be also the duty of the said Committee 
of Fifty to cause to be prepared, and reported at the Public 
Meeting above mentioned, a Memorial addressed to the Con- 
gress of the United States, from the Citizens of the City and 
County of Philadelphia, praying the prompt appropriation 
of Ten Millions of Dollars, to retrieve as far as possible, the 
sufferings and injuries of our brethren of New-York, caused 
by the still continuing conflagration of their noble City, such 
appropriations to be regulated, whether as an absolute na- 
tional contribution, or a temporary loan, in such manner as 
the wisdom of Congress may devise and direct. 

Resolved, That it be also the duty of the said Committee of 
Fifty, to cause to be prepared and submitted to the above 
mentioned Public Meeting for general signature, a Memorial 
addressed to the General Assembly of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, calling upon them to adopt such measures 
as they may deem appropriate and expedient to express the 
sympathy of the People of this State in the deplorable and 
destructive visitation which has desolated the splendid and 
patriotic City of New-York, and carried ruin, wretchedness 
and sorrow to the families and hearts of thousands; to make 
an immediate appropriation of money for their relief, and to 
devise and adopt an efficient scheme by which the entire 
People of Pennsylvania may speedily, and with certainty 
contribute to the relief of their brethren, to an extent com- 
mensurate with their common feeling and resources. 


Resolved, That it be the duty of the said Committee ole 


Fifty, to cause to be prepared and submitted to the above 
mentioned Public Meeting, a Memorial similar in its objects 


oe < “a 





459 [Doe. No. 58, 


and tenor to the foregoing, addressed to the Select and Com- 
mon Councils of the City of Philadelphia, and to the adjoin- 
ing Corporate bodies of the County. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Fifty be instructed to 
accept the service of such volunteers as may tender them, to 
be enrolled, and forthwith proceed under the auspices of the 
Committee, to aid their fellow citizens of New-York, in ex- 
tinguishing the conflagration now raging there. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Fifty be authorised to 
appoint suitable agents for the purpose of making immediate 
collections of money, and, if need be, articles of clothing, to 
be applied forthwith to the wants and necessities of the hum- 
ble and suffering poor who may have been thus suddenly 
deprived of their comforts and their homes. 

The following named gentlemen constitute the Committee : 


Crry. 

JOHN SWIFT, H. D. GILPIN, 
GEORGE M. DALLAS, JOHN S. RIDDLE, 
THOMAS P. COPE, ELIHU CHAUNCEY, 
THOMAS BIDDLE, JOHN A. BROWN, 
GIDEON SCULL, JOHN MOSS, 
ANDREW M. JONES, MATTHEW NEWKIRK, 
JOHN R. NEFF, WM. 8. SMITH, 
BENJ. W. RICHARDS, HORACE BINNEY, 
WM. M. MEREDITH, JOHN G. WATMOUGH, 
JOHN SERGEANT, T. G. HOLLINGSWORTH, 
DAVIS B. STACEY, JOSEPH McILVAINE, 
ROBERTS VAUX, JOHN SAVAGE, 
JOSEPH W. RYERS, SAMUEL COMLY, 
SAMUEL JAUDON, JOSEPH R. CHANDLER, 
JOHN WHITE, JAMES N. BARKER, 
HARTMAN KUHN, 

County. 
THOMAS ROTCH, 


CHARLES WISER, Germantown. 
SAMUEL HARVEY, do. 
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SouTHWARK. 
NAT. C. FOSTER, THOMAS SPARKS, 
THOMAS D. GROVER, WM. G. ALEXANDER, 


Penn TowNsHIP. 
ADAM WOELPPER, THOMAS HART, 
ELIJAH DALLET, 


MoyvaMENSING. 
JAMES RONALDSON, ALEX. W. REED, Sen. 


NortHERN LIBERTIES. 


PETER A. KEYSER, AUGUSTINE STEVENSON 

deeG. WOE. 7. S. WONDERLEY, 

J. A. ELKINTON, PETER GRIMM, Jr. 

JOHN NAGLEE, © BENJ. E. CARPENTER, 
KENSINGTON. 

CORNELIUS TIERS, ISAAC WAINWRIGHT, 


JOHN BAKEOVEN. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this Meeting be pub- 
lished in the daily papers. 
JOHN SWIFT, Chairman. 


G. M. Datuas : 
2 Secretaries. 


Tuomas BIDDLE, 





MEETING 


OF THE 


COMMITTEE OF FIFTY. 


NEW-YORK SUFFERERS BY FIRE. 


At an adjourned meeting of the Committee of Fifty, held 
on Saturday, at 12 o’clock, at the Philadelphia Exchange, 
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THOMAS P. COPE was called to the Chair, Grorern M. 
Dauuas and Joun R. Nerr, appointed Secretaries. 


The following Resolutions were offered by Joun SEr- 
GEANT and unanimously adopted : 


Resolved, That a Committee be appointed forthwith, to 
proceed to the city of New-York, and there to collect infor- 
mation as to the nature and extent of the loss occasioned by 
the late awful and most afflicting calamity, to confer with 
authorities, committees or individuals, who may be able to 
advise or inform them, and especially to enquire in what 
manner the citizens of Philadelphia can most effectually and 
acceptably aid our brethren of New-York, and with the ex- 
pression of our deep sympathy to tender universally any 
services in our power. ‘The following gentlemen were ap- 
pointed the Committee. 


JOHN SWIFT, Mayor, B. W. RICHARDS, 


THOMAS P. COPE, . THOMAS BIDDLE, 
JOHN MOSS, JOHN B. BROWN, 
JOHN WHITE, ROBERTS VAUX, 
THOMAS SPARKS, Dr. J. A. ELKINTON. 


Resolved, That said Committee be authorized to fill vacan- 
cies, and add to their number. 


Resolved, That the Mayor be requested to return our 
- thanks to Lieutenant G. F. Lindsay, of the Marine Corps, 
for the offer of his services. 


A communication was received from Frederick Diver, 
Proprietor of the American Museum, which was laid on the 
table for the present. 


Resolved, That the 1st and 2d Resolutions, passed at the 
Town Meeting of yesterday, be referred to the Committee 
appointed to proceed to New-York. 


Resolved, That the 3d, 4th, and 5th Resolutions passed. at 
the same meeting, be referred to a Committee of three:— 
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THOMAS BULDIE, JOHN SERGEANT and HORACE 
BINNEY, were appointed said Committee. 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to act on the sixth Reso- 
‘lution passed at the same meeting. 

Resolved, That the 7th Resolution, passed at the same 
meeting, be referred to a Committee, composed of the fol- 
lowing named gentlemen. 


CITY. 
JOSEPH R. CHANDLER, WM. M. MEREDITH, 
JOHN G. WATMOUGH. 


UNINCORPORATED N. LIBERTIES. 


THOMAS ROTCH, CHARLES NORRIS. 
NORTHERN LIBERTIES. 
WM. S. BRUNER, JOHN NAGLEE. 
SOUTHWARK. 


WM. G. ALEXANDER, NATHAN’L C. FOSTER. 


PENN TOWNSHIP. 
ADAM WOELPPER, THOMAS HART. 


MOYAMENSING. 


JAMES RONALDSON. ALEX. W. REED, Sen. 


_ KENSINGTON. 
ARUNDIUS TIERS, JOHN WAINWRIGHT. 


OXFORD AND BYBERRY. 


ISAAC WHITLOCK, JAMES THORNTON. 


Resolved, That SAMUEL JAUDON be appointed Trea- 


surer. 


Resolved, That when this meeting adjourns, they adjourn 
to meet again at this place on Thursday next, at 12 o’cl’k M. 
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Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be pub-. 
lished. 
Resolved, That this meeting adjourn.’ 
(Signed) THOS. P. COPE, Chairman. 


Grorce M. Dauuas, 


Pn ee, ‘ Secretaries. 


PuritapELpuia, December 19th, 1835. 
To the Hon. Cornelius W. Lawrence, Mayor of New-York. 


Sir—I am instructed by a Committee of Citizens appoint- 
ed at a Town Meeting held on the 18th instant, to say, that 
a Sub Committee will leave Philadelphia, on Monday morn- 
ing next, for the City of New-York, for the purpose of ascer- 
taining in what way the Citizens of Philadelphia can most 
acceptably manifest their earnest desire to alleviate the suf- 
ferings of your fellow-citizens. I can only say, my dear sir, 
that from the inmost recesses of our hearts, we sympathise 
with you in your affliction, 

Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 


JNO. SWIFT, Mayor. 





LETTER 
OF THE 


MAYOR OF NEW-YORK. 


Mayor’s Office, New-York, 
December 23d, 1835. 


My Dear Sir :—It is with emotions of grateful sensibili- 
ty, that I acknowledge, on behalf as well of the Municipal 
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Authorities as of the Citizens of New-Yerk, the noble evi- 
dence which the proceedings of the City of Philadelphia 
furnish of the spirit of active sympathy cherished by that 
community in the severe affliction visited upon the City of 
New-York. 

The occasion which has called forth this gratifying mani- 
festation of the fraternal regard entertained for us by our 
brethren of Philadelphia, is wholly unparallelled in the an- 
nals of similar ravages in this country ; and I may truly 
add, that the proceedings of those whose kindness it is now 
my duty and pleasure to acknowledge, are without prece- 
dent for their prompt and munificent spirit in the records of 
practicable sympathy with misfortune. 

Accompanying this communication, I have the honor to 
place in your hands a copy of Resolutions adopted by a Ge- 
neral Committee composed of one hundred and fifty of the 
Citizens of New-York. These proceedings testify the sense 
entertained by our Citizens, of that genuine spirit of philan- 
thropy which has induced a personal visit to the scene of 
our calamity. 

The activity and enterprise of our people may indeed 
overcome misfortune, and their industry speedily repair the 
ravages of the destructive element; but neither time nor 
circumstances will efface from the memory of this commu- 
nity, the splendid evidence which the Citizens of Philadel- 
phia have given that, with them, the offices of friendship 
far outweigh any possible rivalry of interest. 

I pray you, sir, to receive and communicate to your col- 
leagues of the Delegation now in this City, the assurance of 
my deep and grateful appreciation of the delicacy and kind- 
ness evinced in the discharge of the duties of your mission. 

With sincere regard, I have the honor to be, 


Most resp’y, your obed’t serv’t, 
Cc. W. LAWRENCE. 


To the Hon. Joun Swit, Mayor of the City of Philadelphia, 
and Chairman of Delegation now in the City of New-York. 
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE FIREMEN OF THE 
CITY OF PHILADELPHIA. 


Philadelphia, December 23rd, 1835. 


To the Honcrable C. W. Lawrence, 
Mayor of the City of New-York. 


We respectfully beg leave to present ourselves to you, as 
the Chief Magistrate of your Corporation, in the delegated 
capacity of a Committee, appointed at a Meeting of the 
Firemen of Philadelphia, held yesterday at our Exchange 
Buildings, with instructions to convey to the Municipal Au- 
thorities of the City of New-York, the cordial acknowledg- 
ment of the Members of our Fire Department, for the po- 
liteness and hospitality which you extended to the Commit- 
tee we appointed, who were directed personally to offer our 
sincere regret at the sufferings and loss your City had lately 
sustained, in the extensive conflagration with which you had 
been visited ; and to proffer the services of the Philadelphia 
Firemen and their apparatus, for your relief and assistance. 

In responding to the strong expressions of our Committee, 
at the highly flattering reception they experienced, we tender 
you our sincere thanks for attentions thus bestowed on our 
Delegated Representatives, and we beg leave to offer the 
assurance, that the recollection of their polite reception, will 
not be forgotten. 

We should do great injustice to ourselves and to those 
whom we represent, if we were to fail on this occasion, to 
express to you the universal feeling of deep commisseration 
our citizens have experienced, at the melancholy devasta- 
tion of property your City has sustained; and whilst this 
has been permitted in the inscrutable Wisdom of Provi- 
dence, we have a confident hope thot He who directs all 
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things aright, will grant that strength and power to the well 
known enterprise of your citizens which will speedily enable 
you to repair a loss the immensity of which can only be sur- 
mounted by the persevering industry of those who are de- 
termined to succeed and prosper. 

We deeply commisserate with our fellow Firemen of 
your City in the laborious service they have been required 
to perform; and can offer the assurance that, had not the 
severe inclemency of the weather rendered it impossible to 
cross our river, they should have had our Fire Apparatus, 
and some mitigation of labor, in our personal services. 

Possessing the blessing we enjoy in a never failing supply 
of water, the great enemy of Fire, and sure means of pre- 
venting its ravages, we can have but a limited conception of 
the extreme labor sustained by your Firemen in procuring a 
supply of this all important ammunition, so as to wage a 
successful warfare against the devastation of this great de- 
stroyer of property: but we sincerely trust, that the time is 
not far distant, when your successful exertions will enable 
you to possess an abundant supply of this common and all- 
important defence. 

On behalf of the Firemen of Philadelphia, we beg leave 
to offer to the authorities of your City, to the Members of 
your Fire Department, and to your Citizens the assurances 
of our unqualified respect and esteem: and with sentiments 
of personal regard for yourself, we remain, 

Verry sincerely, 


WILLIAM P. SMITH, ‘| 
SAMUEL FOX, | 
RICHARD PRICE, > Committee. 
PETER FRITZ, 

JOHN J. McCAHEN, J 
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LETTER 


OF THE 


MAYOR OF NEW-YORK. 





Mayor's Office, 
New-York, January 7th, 1836. ; 
Gentlemen, 


I have the honor to enclose to you a copy of the Resolu- 
tions of our Common Council returning thanks for the acts 
of kindness and assistance, and the expressions of sympathy 
and offers of aid by our fellow citizens in various parts of the 
country ; and to none can they be offered with more pro- 
priety than to the Firemen of the City of Philadelphia; and 
tothem will our fellow citizens ever feel grateful for their 
offers of assistance at a time of our great galamiaty, 
Respectfully 
Your obedient servant, 


C. W. LAWRENCE. 


To William P. Smith, 
Samuel Fox, 
Richard Price, > Commitee. 
Peter Fritz, and | 
John J. McCahen, Esquires, } 
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PROCEEDINGS, &c. 


OF THE 
CITIZENS OF BALTIMORE, 
CONVENED IN THE EXCHANGE, 
December 23, 1835. 


At a meeting of the Citizens of Baltimore, convened at 
the Exchange, on Wednesday, the 23d of December, 1835, 
for the adoption of such measures as should be most appro- 
priate to express their sympathy on the awful calamity 
which has lately assailed our brethren of the City of New- 
York, and to offer such relief as may be within our power, 
General SAMUEL SMITH, Mayor of the City, in the 
Chair, and Joun J. Donaupson and J. 1. Cowen, JR. ap- 
pointed Secretaries. On motion, Mess’rs, 


ROBERT GILMOR, S. O. HOFFMAN, 
JOHN A. MEREDITH, SAMUEL JONES, 
WILLIAM KREBS, JAMES HOWARD, 


were appointed a Committee to draft Resolutions expressive 
of the sense of this meeting, who after retiring, reported the 
following Resolutions, which were immediately adopted : 

Resolved, That the people of Baltimore deeply deplore 
the desolating calamity by which the City of New-York has 
been stricken—and feel most cordial sympathy for all who 
have suffered by its ravages. 

Resolved, That while we have the firmest reliance on the 
energy, the enterprise and resources of our fellow-citizens 
of New-York, to bear them up under the weight of this most 
grievous disaster, we still rejoice to see, and fully approve 
the measures of relief proposed by the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and embodied: in the bill now before Congress ; 
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and that we trust the Committee will see fit further to re- 
commend as a measure alike dictated by justice and liberal 
dealing, the remission of duties on all goods actually dlenttoge 
ed by the conflagration. 

Resolved, That the People of Baltimore will cheerfully ex- 
tend whatever aid may be within their power, to alleviate 
the sufferings and distress of their fellow-citizens of New- 
York, and that for the purpose of ascertaining the manner 
in which their assistance may be most acceptable, a Com- 
mittee of twenty be appointed to confer with the Corporate 
Authorities of New-York, and Report to the Chairman, who 
if he shall deem it necessary, is hereby requested to call an- 
other meeting, 

Resolved, That the Chairman communicate a copy of these 
Resolutions to the Mayer of New-York, and direct the pub- 
lication in the several newspapers of this city. 

Resolved, That the Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress, from the State of Maryland, be requested to concur 
in the adoption, of that body, of any other constitutional 
mode of relief that may be deemed appropriate on this af- 
flictive occasion; and that a copy of these Resolutions be 
transmitted to each of them. 

S. SMITH, Chairman. 


Joun J. Donapson, ? aici 
J. I. Conen, Jr. Co 





LETTER OF ROBERT GILMORE. 


Baltumore, December 26th, 1835. 
Sir, 

The Mayor of our city, has we presume, already commu. 
nicated to you the Resolutions passed at a Meeting of the 
Citizens of Baltimore, held on the 28d, instant, in reference 
tothe late disastrous calamity, which has desolated so large 
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and valuable a portion of your noble city. Appointed in 
pursuance of one of those Resolutions, as a Committee to 
confer with the Corporate Authorities of New York, in order 
to ascertain the manner in which the assistance of the people 
of Baltimore, may be most acceptably rendered ; we have 
now the honor of addressing you, and in the performance of 
this melancholy duty, we beg leave to assure you, that 
deeply and sincerely sympathizing in the suffering and dis- 
tress which must inevitably have fallen upon so many of your 
citizens, Baltimore stands anxiously ready to contribute her 
aid for their relief. 


We should have been gratified, Sir, could we have ex- 
pressed the feelings which this mournful occasion has excited 
in a personal conference; but the inclement season, and con- 
sequent difficulties of the journey, and above all a fear that 
our visit might possibly interrupt those arduous duties which 
we are aware must demand all your time and attention, have 
determined us though reluctantly, to adopt this mode of 
communication. 

We have the honor to be with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
ROBERT GILMORE, Chairman. 

To C. W. Lawrence Esa. 

Mayor of the City of New York. 





LETTER 
OF THE 


MAYOR OF NEW YORK. 


New York, December 31st, 1835. 
Sur, : 


I have had the honor to receive a copy of the Resolutions 
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adopted by the Citizens of Baltimore, on the subject of the 
recent disastrous fire in this city. 

The evidence which is furnished in these proceedings, of 
the kind feelings entertained for us by our Fellow-Citizens 
of Baltimore, cannot but add strength to the ties of friend- 
ship which connect the two Cities. 

For the practical sympathy which is expressed in our 
misfortune, in adding the influence of the City of Baltimore 
to the support of the claim for relief presented to Congress, 
the grateful acknowledgment of our Citizens are due, and I 
pray. you Sir, to believe, that the recollection of this act of 
friendship will not pass away with the occasion which 
called it forth. 

With respect and regard, 
I have the honor to be 
Your obedient servant, 
C. W. LAWRENCE. 
To Gren. SaMvuEL Situ, 
Mayor of Baltumore. 


LETTER 
OF THE 


MAYOR OF NEW YORK. 


Mayor’s Office, 
New- York, January "Sth, 1836. 
Si, 
I have had the honor to receive your communication under 
date of the 26th ultimo, and to lay it before the Common 
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Council. The loss sustained by the late conflagration, has 
probably exceeded Seventeen Millions of Dollars. 

I enclose to you a copy of certain Resolutions of the 
Common Council, expressing their acknowledgments for 
the kindness evinced by the Citizens of Baltimore and other 


places, in their expressions of sympathy and offer of aid 
to us on the great calamity with which our city has been 


visited. 

Please accept for yourself and your associates on the 
Committee, my acknowledgments: for the sympathy and aid 
offered through you by the Citizens of Baltimore, and believe 
me to be 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
C. W. LAWRENCE. 

To Roperr GitmoreE Esa. 

Baltimore. 
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PROCEEDINGS, éc. 


OF THE 


CITIZENS OF BOSTON AND ITS VICINITY, 
CONVENED IN FANEUIL HALL. 


December 24th, 1835. 


Boston, December 24, 1835. 


Sir :—TI have the honor to transmit for your information, 
a copy of the Resolutions adopted at a meeting of the Citi- 
zens of Boston and its vicinity, convened this day in Faneuil 
Hall, for the purpose of taking into their consideration, the 
unparalleled calamity that has befallen ‘their brethren of 
New-York. 

These Resolutions will faithfully portray to the inhabi- 
tants of that City, those sentiments of deep and friendly in- 
terest and sympathy, with which the people of this place, 
and its neighborhood, are inspired. 


I have the honor, Sir, to remain ever, 
Your obedient and very faithful servant, 


THEODORE LYMAN, Jr. 
Mayor and Chairman of the Committee. 


The Hon. Cornetius W. Lawrence, 
Mayor, Sc. of New-York. 
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WHEREAS the Citizens of New-York, to whom we are al- 
lied not only by the closest and most intimate commercial con- 
nexions, but by all those political relations and social ties 
which bind together, as brethren, the inhabitants of our 
common Union, have, in the Providence of God, been visit- 
ed with a sudden and most severe calamity—their city be- 
‘ing made the scene of a conflagration, which for the extent 
of its ravages, and the vast amount of property it has de- 
stroyed, is unprecedented in the annals of our country, and 


almost unparalleled in the history of the world ; and where- | 


as it is not only our imperative duty as men, but the natural 
dictate and earnest desire of our hearts, to do every thing 
in our power, whether by word or work, to alleviate the suf- 
ferings of our afflicted friends :-— 

Therefore, Resolved, By the Citizens of Boston, and its vi- 
cinity, now assembled in Faneuil Hall, that we deeply la- 
ment, in common with our fellow countrymen throughout 
the Union, the disastrous event which has befallen our bre- 
thren of New-York, and that we hereby tender to them our 
heartfelt sympathies for the losses and sufferings which they 
have thus suddenly been called on to endure. 

Resolved, That we regard with lively interest and unfeign- 
ed admiration, the manly, spirited, and generous efforts 
which the inhabitants of New-York are now making to alle- 
viate, at once, the distresses of their own citizens, and to 
prevent those embarrassments in business which might af- 
fect the prosperity of other portions of the country. 

Resolved, That we not only have the most perfect reliance 
on the moral strength of the Citizens of New-York to sus- 
tain themselves through all the trials which are inevitably 
incident to so signal a calamity, but that in the intelligence, 
industry, enterprize, and great pecuniary resources which 
exist among them, we find grounds for the fullest belief, that 
seconded as they will be by the country at large, they will 
be able so far to repair the losses which they have sustained, 
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as to forfeit no part of that public confidénce which they 
have heretofore so entirely enjoyed. 


Resolved, That it is due to those ties of amity and pood 
will which have so long and so happily subsisted between 
the inhabitants of New-York and those of Boston and its vi- 
cinity, that in the afflicting exigency in which the former are 
now accidentally involved, the most kind, liberal and confid- 
ing policy, in relation to all the pecuniary and commercial 
transactions which may now be pending between us and 


them, should be adopted and observed. 


Resolved, That, as a Commercial City, connected by its 
business with almost every city, town, and village in the 
country, and on which, as the centre of that business, the 
credit of the whole country in some considerable degree de= 
pends, the conflagration at New-York assumes the aspect of 
a National calamity, and that it is of the highest importance 
to the prosperity of the nation at large, that the most prompt, 
liberal and energetic measures should be every where adopt 
ed, to render all possible aid and facility to the Citizens of 
New-York, in their efforts to maintain unimpaired the credit 
of their business community. 


Resolved, That it. would be just and politic on the part of 
the General Government of the United States, to extend'to 
the Citizens of New-York every relief and assistance which 
may be consistent with the powers of the Government, and: 
with the rights and interests of the nation, and that all such 
measures will meet with our entire and hearty concurrence. 


Resolved, That a copy of these Resolutions be transmitted. 
by the officers of this meeting, to our Senators and Repre- 
sentatives in Congress, and that they be recommended to 
support, by their votes and influence, conformably to the 
foregoing Resolution, any application which may be made 
to Congress in behalf of the Citizens of New-York. 
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Resolved, That the Chairman and Secretaries of this meet- 
ing, with thirty other gentlemen to be nominated by the 
Chair, shall constitute a Committee to transmit a copy of 
these Resolutions to the City Authorities of New-York, and 
also to obtain such information as they are able, of the im- 
mediate necessities, personal or public, which have resulted 
from this vast destruction of property, and that this Commit- 
tee be empowered to devise and adopt any measures of re- 
lief, by contributions or otherwise, which, in their opinion 
shall be expedient, and that this Committee be also author- 
ized to call another public meeting of the Citizens of Boston, 
if, in any event they shall think it necessary. 


The following gentlemen were thereupon nominated by 
the Mayor, to compose the Committee contemplated in the 
last Resolution : 


WILLIAM STURGES, THOMAS H. PERKINS, 
HENRY LEE, SAMWL T. ARMSTRONG, 
PATRICK T. JACKSON, FRANCIS J. OLIVER, 
WILLIAM APPLETON, AMOS LAWRENCE, 


JOHN A. LOWELL, CHARLES WELLS, 
MARK HEALY, SAMUEL APPLETON, 
STEPHEN FAIRBANKS, THOMAS B. WALES, 
THOMAS G. CARY, JOSIAH QUINCY, Jun. 
WILLIAM LAWRENCE, DAVID HENSHAW, 
ROBERT G. SHAW, HARRISON G. OTIS, 
JAMES READ, BENJAMIN RICH, ~ 
AMMI C. LOMBARD, JOHN K. SIMPSON, 
DAVID SEARS, JOHN D. WILLIAMS, 
DANIEL P. PARKER, THOMAS MOTLEY, 
JOSIAH BRADLEE, JAMES K. MILLS. 


The proceedings of the meeting were ordered to be signed 
by the Chairman and Secretaries, and to be published in 
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all the newspapers in the City, and the meeting was then 
dissolved. 


THEODORE LYMAN, Jr. Chatman. 


Rost. Cuas. WintHrop, g ‘ 
Sam’. L. Azsor, ecretarves. 
LETTER 
OF THE 


MAYOR OF NEW-YORK. 


Mayor’s Office, 
New-York, December 31st, 1835. ; 
Str, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the 24th instant, accompanied by a copy of 
Resolutions adopted at a public meeting of the Citizens of 
Boston, convened in Faneuil Hall, to consider the calamity 
that has befallen our city. 

The friendly sentiments embraced in the Resolutions, and 
the sympathy expressed by the Citizens of Boston in our 
afflictions, cannot but awaken the liveliest sensibility on the 
part of the Citizens of New York. If any thing can alleviate 

the misfortune which has overtaken our community, it cer- 
~ tainly will be the fraternal expressions, and proffers of assis- 
tance, which we daily receive from our more fortunate 
Fellow Citizens abroad. 

The’ memorial presented to Congress on behalf of the 
Citizens, suggests a practical means of relief to a large por- 
tion of the sufferers, and the requests it contains, seem to us 
to be founded in principles of justice. The aid which the 
recommendation contained in the Resolutions of the Citizens 
of Boston, is calculated to afford us in our application to 
Congress, will be gratefully remembered, when the misfor- 
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tune which gave us a claim upon their sympathy shall have 
been forgotten. 

I pray you Sir, to receive for yourself and those you rep- 
resent, the assurance of the gratification I have personally 
derived from the proceedings in Boston, the record of 
which will in due season be laid before the Common Coun- 
cil of this city. 

With sentiments of respect and regard, 
I have the honor to be 
Your most obedient servant, 
C. W. LAWRENCE. 

To the Hon. Turoporrt Lyman Jr. 

Mayor of Bosion, and Chairman of Committee of Cinzens. 





i 
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PROCEEDINGS, &c. 


OF THE 


CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF LANCASTER 


CONVENED IN THE COURT HOUSE, 


December 19, 1835. 


LETTER OF THE COMMITTEE. 


City of Lancaster, Penn. Dec. 26, A. D. 1835, 
Sir, 


The undersigned have been appointed a Committee to 
transmit the enclosed proceedings, and to express the deep 
sense of regret which was felt by our Citizens, as soon as 
the account reached them of the recent conflagration in New 
York, and the consequent great destruction of property. 
The Resolutions of our Citizens passed in Town Meeting, 
express their sympathies in terms which render it unneces- 
sary for the Committee to add more than the expression of 
their individual feelings, which are in entire accordance with 
the universal sentiment of their fellow-citizens. 

The Citizens of Lancaster, in common with the Citizens 
of Pennsylvania, have a proper sense of pride and gratifica- 
tion in the great prosperity and commercial enterprize of 
the city of New York, whose resources contribute so materi- 
ally to the benefit of the Union; and, they greatly regret 
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the occurrence of a calamity, which might in the slightest 
degree impede the onward course of your great City. 
' With sentiments of the highest respect, 
We are your obedient servants, 
GEO. LOUIS MAYER, 
P. CHAMPNEYS, 
SAML. DALE, 
WM. COLEMAN, 
GEORGE W. BARTON. 


C. W. Lawrence Esa. 
Mayor of New-York. 


ae 


MEETING 
AT THE 


COURT HOUSE LANCASTER. 


AT A MEETING of the Citizens of Lancaster convened 
at the Court House, on Saturday evening, the 19th instant, 
for the purpose of adopting measures to aid the sufferers, by 
the late destructive fire inthe city of New York, JOHN 
MATHIOTT, Esq. Mayor of the City, was called to the 
chair, and JOHN F. STUNMAN was appointed Secretary. 


The object of the meeting was stated by GEO. L. MAYER 
Esq., who concluded with a motion for the appointment of a 
Committee of nine, for the purpose of drafting resolutions to 
be offered for the adoption of an adjourned meeting, to be 
held on Monday evening following, which was adopted, and 
the following Committee appointed accordingly. 

GEORGE L, MAYER, GEORGE M. BARTON, JOHN 
BROWN, JOHN REYNOLDS, GEORGE BRYAN, 
DAVID SONGMAKER, HENRY KEFFER, WILLIAM 
FRICK, and CHARLES GILLESPIE, Esquires. 


Monday, 23d instant, the Committee by their chairman, 
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GEO. LOUIS MAYER, Esq. made the following Report 


which was unaimously adopted: 


. The Citizens of Lancaster, have heard with emotions of 
the most profound sorrow, of the awful calamity which has 
befallen their brethren of the city of New York. The many 
sufferers upon whose heads this heavy blow has descended, 
are entitled, and receive their sincerest sympathy. Regard- 
ing the great Commercial Emporium, into the heart of which 
the terrors of midnight conflagration have caused such devas- 
tating ravages, as a metropolis whose prosperity the whole 
Union.is deeply interested in; whose enterprize and spirit 
have tended much to elevate the American character abroad, 
and. callinto action the domestic resources of the country ; they 
view this affliction as one, in which the entire people of the 
United States must participate. 

But independently of any consideration of this character, 
and apart from the losses which must result to the city of 
New York at large, the aggregate of imdividual suffering 
which has been experienced, calls loudly upon the people 
of Lancaster among others, to send their aid, to the relief of 
the thousands, who have been deprived of the shelter of a 
home, the cheerfulness of a fire side ; the privation of every 
comfort of life, and even the temporary means of livelihood 
at this, the most inhospitable and inclement season of the 
year. It is therefore, 

Resolved, That a Committee of six be appointed by the 
chair, for each of the wards of the City, whose duty it shall 
be, to engage in making immediate collections for the relief 
of the sufferers of New York. 

Resolved, That a Committee of seven be appointed by the 
Chair, to prepare a circular to be addressed to the inhabi- 
tants of each of the several Boroughs, Villages, and Town- 
ships of this County, soliciting their co-operation‘in this duty 
of benevolence. 


Resolved, That said Committee shall also prepare a memo- 
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rial to Congress of the United States, praying the Senate 
and House of Representatives, to appropriate such amount 
of money, as their wisdom may suggest, for the relief of the 
people of New York, leaving it to Congress to determine, 
whether such an appropriation shall be in the nature of a 
temporary loan, or of a national contribution ; and that the 
gaid Committee shall shall take means to circulate copies of 
gaid memorial through the City and County of Lancaster, 
for the signatures of the citizens. 

Resolved, That a memorial be also ‘prepared by the said 
Committee, addressed to the Legislature of this common- 
wealth, praying from them an appropriation of similar charac- 
ter of such amount as they may agree upon, and that this’ 
memorial be circulated with the foregoing among the people 
of this City and County. 


Resolved, That the Committee appointed to make collec- 
tions in the several wards of the City, shall, after they have 
completed their task, pay into the hands of the Mayor of the 
City, such sums as they may have collected, and that the 
collecting Committees which may be appointed throughout 
the County, are requested to make a similar disposition of 
the amounts which they may receive, and that the Mayor of 
Lancaster, be instructed as he shall receive these sums to 
forward them to the Mayor of New York, to be appropriated 
in such manner as may be there directed, to the relief of 


the sufferers. 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed, whose 
duty it shall be to address the Mayor and Corporation of the 
the City of New York a letter, accompanied by a copy of 
these Resolutions, expressive of the deep sense of sympathy 
entertained by the people of Lancaster, for the unparalleled 
distress which this calamity has entailed on their metropolis. 

Committees were immediately appointed in accordance 
with the foregoing Resolutions, viz : 


GEO. L. MAYER, BENJ. CHAMPNEYS, WILLIAM 
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COLEMAN, SAMUEL DALE, and GEO. W. PARTON, 
Esqrs. agreeably to the sixth Resolution. 


On motion the Meeting then adjourned. 


- JOHN MATHIOT, Chairman. 
Joun F. Stunman. 


Lancaster, December 23d, 1835. 


LETTER 


MAYOR OF NEW YORK. 


New-York, December 31st, 1835. 


Gentlemen, 


The proceedings of the Citizens of Lancaster, which you 
have been pleased to convey in such flattering terms, cannot 
but inspire the Citizens of New York, with feelings of the 
liveliest gratitude. 

Distant as are our communities, and without any of those 
immediate ties which would give us a claim to your sympa- 
ties, this evidence of your friendly sentiments towards us, is 
as gratifying as unexpected. 

The people of New York are too familiar with the charac- 
ter of the noble minded Pennsylvanians, to be surprised at 
any act of magnanimity on their part; and while they may 
regret the cause which has produced this friendly manifesta- 
tion, they will never cease to remember that the Citizens of 
Lancaster were among the first to express their sympathy 
and encouragement in a great calamity. 
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With the assurance of my appreciation, of the kind manner _ 


in which your duties have been discharged, and my respect- 
ful acknowledgments to those you represent. 
I remain with the highest regard, 
Your most obedient servant, 


Cc. W. LAWRENCE. 


To George L. Mayer, 
P. Champneys, 
Samuel Dale, > Committee. 
Wm. Coleman, 
Geo. W. Barton, Esquires. 
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PROCEEDINGS, &c. 
OF THE 
CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF ALBANY 


CONVENED AT THE CAPITOL, 


December 24, 1835. 


LETTER OF THE COMMITTEE. 


Hon. C. W. Lawrence, 
Mayor of the City of New-York. 


Albany, December 25th, 1835. 
Sir, 

We have the pleasure of enclosing to you the proceeding- 
ings of a numerous and highly respectable meeting of the 
Citizens of Albany, held at the Capitol last evening, in rela- 
tion to the calamity which has recently fallen on your City. 
We beg leave to assure you of the deep sympathy which 
‘is felt by all classes of our Citizens for their brethren in New 
York, and of their sincere desire to promote such measures 
as may tend most effectually to mitigate the consequences, 
likely to result from so great a destruction of property. Inti- 
mately as the prosperity of your City is connected with the 
welfare of the State, and the business relations of the whole 
Union, we cannot doubt that the general as well as the 
State Government, will feel the propriety of adopting the 
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most liberal and efficient measures for sustaining the credit of 
the City, and restoring its great trading and commercial 
interests to their accustomed activity. 

We beg you to communicate the proceedings which we 
enclose, and the expression of the prevalent feeling of our 
Citizens, to the Common Council of your City; and accept 
the assurance of the respect and esteem with which we are, 

Your obedient servants, 
ERASTUS CORNING, Mayor. 
JAMES McKOWN, Recorder. 
GREENE C. BRONSON, Chairman Sc. 
On behalf of the Citizens of Albany, and of their Committee 
of Fifty. 


MEETING OF THE CITIZENS OF ALBANY, RELA- 
TIVE TO THE GREAT FIRE IN NEW-YORK. 


A numerous meeting of the inhabitants of the City of 
Albany, was held at the Capitol last evening, pursuant to 
public notice, in relation to the recent calamitous fire in the 
city of New York. 

The Meeting was called to order by James M’Kown, Re- 
corder of the City; and on his motion, Krasrus CorniInc, 
Mayor of the City, was unanimously appointed President; 
Ambrosi SPENcER, Joun Savace, CHartes E. Dupiey and 
Tsatan Townsenp, Vice Presidents, and Juttus RuoapEs, 
Joun E. Loverz and Aucustus James, Secretaries. | 


MARCUS T. REYNOLDS, Esq. briefly stated the object of 
the meeting, and moved the appointment by the chair of a 
Committee of eighteen Citizens, to report Resolutions expres- 
sive of the sense of the citizens of Albany, in reference to the 
present cotidition of the metropolis. 

The Resolution was adopted; and the Chair named the 
following gentlemen, viz: 














487 [Doc. No. 58. 
M. T. REYNOLDS, JOHN A. DIX, 


HARMANUS BLEECKER, JACOB SUTHERLAND, 


EDWIN CROSWELL, J. V. L. PRUYN, 


‘PETER GANSEVOORT, JOHN TOWNSEND, 


TEUNIS VAN VECHTEN, THADDEUS JOY, 


RUFUS H. KING, JARED L. RATHBONE, 
BRADFORD R. WOOD, THOMAS W. OLCOTT, 
GIDEON HAWLEY, SAMUEL CHEEVER, 
A. G. FLAG, ; JOHN WOODWORTH. 


The Committee having retired, reported the following 
resolutions, which were unanimously adopted : 


Resolved, That the recent calamitous fire in the city of New 
York, which has devastated a most valuable part of that great 
metropolis, destroying a vast amount of property, prostrating 
the business of the city, and carrying with it desolation and 
ruin, is an event most deeply to be deplored, not only in 
its immediate consequences upon the prosperity of the 
city, but upon the great trading, commercial and businéss 
interests of the republic. 


Resolved, That whilst we deeply sympathize with the 
numerous sufferers from this calamity, we feel a lively plea- 
gure in expressing, in this public manner, our sense of the 
lofty spirit of energy and endurance, which forbearing all 
complaint, and avoiding despondency, has met the disas- 
trous emergency with a firm reliance upon its own exertions: 
and that we cannot doubt that the mighty enterprize, the 
extended commerce, the wealth, and the resources of New 
York, will, with the adoption of liberal measures of relief, 
and with the blessing of Providence, soon repair the loss, and 
restore the city to more than its former measure of prosperity. 

Resolved, That we conceive the primary means of relief 
to consist in the immediate increase of the capital and pecu- 
niary facilities of the city, to an extent equal to the aggregate 
loss, and adequate to sustain credit, and maintain confidence ; 
that in this view, we regard the proposed application to the 
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Legislature, already adopted by the Common Council of the 
city of New York, for the passage of a law empowering the 
corporation to issue bonds in a sum not exceeding six mil- 
lions of dollars, for the purchase of the bonds belonging to 
the insurance companies, as a measure adapted to this mate- 
rial object; that it will afford us pleasure to co-operate, not 
only in the proper efforts to obtain this enactment, but if it 
shall be deemed requisite, to add to it the faith and credit of 
the state: and that we will cordially unite in any application 
which the authorities and the Committee of Citizens of New 
‘York, shall deem it expedient to make to Congress, for the 
increase of the number of deposit banks, the transfer of the 
government balances, the loan of a portion of the public 
monies, or for the indulgence in the payment of government 


dues. 


Resolved, We entirely approve of the determination 
of the monied institutions and insurance companies of this 
City, to pursue a course of policy as liberal in relation to the 
wants of the citizens of New York, as the most restricted 
demands of our citizens will allow: and that, directly con- 
nected as the trade of this city and the state is with the 
prosperity and business of our great emporium, we regard 
this course as alike the dictate of sympathy and interest. 


Resolved, As the sense of this meeting, that as the intro- 
duction of capital from adjacent states, would be an impor- 
tant auxiliary in the revival of the trade and commerce of 
the city of New York, the repeal of the law taxing the debts 
of non-residents creditors, is demanded as well by the public 
interests, as in reference to this calamitous event. 


Resolved, That it be recommended to our citizens, and to 
business men throughout the state, to cash their acceptances 
due in New York, as far as possible, consistently with their 
means and engagements. 


Resolved, That a Committee, consisting of the Mayor and 
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Recorder, and fifty citizens, be appointed to convey to the 
Citizens and Common Council of the city of New York, the 
expression of our sympathy: to assure them of the cordiality 
with which we shall contribute our efforts towards the 
accomplishment of the measures of relief, and to adopt such 
other steps as the occasion may demand. 


The Chair appointed the following Committee in compli- 
ance with the above Resolution: 


GREENE C. BRONSON, JOHNN. QUACKENBUSH, 
ISAIAH TOWNSEND, JAMES VANDERPOEL, 


THADDEUS JOY, S. VAN RENSSELAER, Jr. 
JAMES PORTER, JOHN B. SCHAICK. 
ARCHIBALD McINTYRE, JELLIS WINNE, Jr. 
JAMES SAVAGE, LYMAN ROOT, 

CLARK DURANT, WATTS SHERMAN, 
MARCUS T. REYNOLDS, ALEXANDER MARVIN, 
GIDEON HAWLEY, JARED L. RATHBONE, 
THOS. W. OLCOTT, JOSEPH RUSSELL, 


TEUNIS VAN VECHTEN, LEWIS BENEDICT, 
HARMANUS BLEECKER, BRADFORD R. WOOD, 


BENJ. KNOWER, Ss. D. W. BLOODGOOD, 
RALPH PRATT, JAMES STEVENSON, 
ROBERT F. SLACK, WILLARD WALKER, 
GEORGE MONTEITH, G. W. STANTON, 
WILLIAM ADAMS, D. D. BARNARD, 
DAVID WOOD, RICHARD MARVIN, 
JOHN MEADS, THURLOW WEED, 
JACOB H. TEN EYCK, HENRY L. WEBB, 
RUFUS H. KING, JAMES GOOLD, 
FRIEND HUMPHREY, PETER ROGGEN, 
JOHN TOWNSEND, JAMES PLATT, 


PETER GANSEVOORT, HENRY H. MARTIN, 
EDWIN CROSWELL,- AARON THORP. 


The meeting was addressed with eloquence and feeling 
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by Bradford R. Wood, Edward Livingston, Samuel Ste- 


vens, and James McKown, Esquires. 
ERASTUS CORNING, President. 


AmBROSE SPENCER, 

Joun SAavaGE, H Vice > 
Cuarues E. Dupiey, C Piesidents: 
IsataH TOWNSEND, J 


Jutius RHOADES, : 
Secretaries. 
Joun E. Lovett, 
Avueutus JAMES. 


LETTER 
OF THE 
MAYOR OF NEW YORK. 


ee 


New-York, December 31st, 1835. 


Gentlemen, 


The proceedings of the Citizens of Albany in relation to 
the calamity which has recently fallen on our City, and 
which are communicated in your letter of the 25th instant, 
are well calculated to awaken the deepest emotions of grati- 
tude, for the prompt and efficient sympathy they express in 
our misfortune. 

The City of New York, while she has indulged a just 
feeling of pride, at the progress made by her Citizens in 
developing the great natural resources they possess, has 
never forgotten that she was an integral portion of a great 
state; and she has looked upon the prosperity with which 
a bountiful Providence has crowned the labors of her Citi- _ 
zens, as forming but a portion of that aggregate of wealth 
and civil power, which has given the State of New York so 
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commanding a position in the national confederacy. Indulg- 
ing these sentiments, the people of this City have looked 
with confidence in every emergency to their fellow-citizens 
in other parts of the State, for such aid under adverse for- 
tune as the hands of brothers delight to extend to each other. 
In the’afflictions which have recently been visited upon us, 
our brethren of the interior have presented an appeal to their 
good offices, by the noble promptitude with which they 
have come forward to our relief. 

The proceedings which you have so kindly communicated, 
are ofa character to give assurance that in our calamity 
we are not without friends anxious to minister to our neces- 
sities. For this manifestation of fraternal regard on the part 
of the Citizens of Albany, 1 pray you to believe that the 
people of New York are deeply grateful. 

Accept for yourselves Gentlemen, and those you represent, 
my individual acknowledgments for the kindness evinced 
towards our afflicted community, and believe me 

With sentiments of respect and regard, 
Your obedient servant, 
C. W. LAWRENCE. 


Hon. ERASTUS CORNING, ) 
Mayor, 
Hon. JAMES McKOWN, 
Recorder, 


GREENE C. BRONSON, Esq. 


Chairman, 


Committee. 
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PROCEEDINGS , &c. 


OF THE 


CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF TROY, 
CONVENED IN THE COURT HOUSE. 


December 24th, 1835. 


LETTER OF THE COMMITTEE, 


Troy, December 25th, 1835. 


C. W. Lawrence Esa. 
Mayor of the City of New York. 
Su, 

The Citizens of Troy at a meeting held last evening at 
the Court House, gave a united expression of the deep feel- 
ings of sympathy and sorrow produced in this community, 
by the tidings of the late desolating conflagration in the city 
of New York. The undersigned were appointed a Committee 
by the Meeting, to communicate to the constituted authorities 
of your City and to its Citizens, and especially to the imme- 
diate sufferers by the Fire, the heartfelt sympathy and con- 
dolence of the citizens of Troy, and to assure them of the 
general desire of our Citizens to do all in their power to alle- 


viate the distress occasioned by so extensive a conflagra- ~ 


tion in the heart of the city. We enclose a copy of the Reso- 
lutions adopted at the meeting of our Citizens, and respect- 
fully request you to become the organ of communicating them 
in such a way as you may deem proper to the Common Coun- 
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cil and Citizens of New York, and to the immediate suffer- 
ers by the Fire. 

We beg leave Sir, to accompany those Resolutions expres- 
sive of the united feelings of this community, with the expres- 
sion of our own individual admiration of the spirit which 
elevates your Citizens above the despondency which so 
great and sudden a calamity was calculated to produce; 
and yourearnest wishes that the desolated section of the great 
Emporium of the nation’s commerce, may speedily be res- 
tored to more than its former beauty and prosperity. 

We are Sir with great respect, 

Your obedient servants, 
DAVID BUEL, Jun. 
GURDON CORNING, 
JOHN D. DICKINSON, 
T. B. BIGELOW, 
GEORGE VAIL, 
R. D. SILLIMAN. 


MEETING AT THE COURT HOUSE TROY. 


A highly respectable number of the inhabitants of the 
City of Troy, met at the Court House insaid City, pur- 
suant to public notice on Thursday evening, December 
24th, 1835. The meeting was called to order by Gurdon 
Corning, Esq. on whose motion it was organized by the 
choice of the following officers, viz: 


Hon. GEORGE TIBBITS, Mayor of the City, President. 


JosEpH RussELL, \ 
Ricuarp P. Hart, \ Vice 
SrmpHen WARREN, Presidents. 
Joun P. Cusuman, Esquires. ) 

Gero. R. Davis, ) 


Day Otis Kettoe, 
Lz Granp Cannon, 


| : 

S Secretarzes. 
| 

Extas Patrison J 
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Hon. DANID BUEL, Jun. introduced and moved the fol- 


lowing Resolutions, which were unanimously adopted, viz: 


Resolved, That after several days delay by the intercep- 
tion of the mail, the Citizens of Troy learned with the deepest 
sorrow and regret, the awful calamity which had befallen 
the great emporium of our State and nation, in the conflagra- 
tion of so great and important a portion of the city and of so 
vast an amount of property ; and that we deplore it as most 
afflicting to the immediate sufferers and to the whole country. 

Resolved, That we remember with the liveliest sensibility 
the cheering and efficient sympathy manifested by the citi- 
zens of New York, when this city was involved in a similar 
catastrophe, and we truly regret to see on the list of suffer- 
ers, the names of many who were among the warm-hearted 
and efficient friends of Troy, after the memorable fire in this 


City in the year 1820. 


‘Resolved, That from the intimate commercial relations 
and friendly intercourse existing between us, we consider 
our interests in a great measure identified with those of New 
York : that by her prosperity we flourish,—in her adversity 
we suffer. 


Resolved, That DAVID BUEL, Jun. GURDON COR- 
NING, JOHN D. DICKINSON, THADDEUS B. BIGE- 
LOW, ROBERT D. SILLIMAN, and GEORGE VAIL, 
be a Committee to communicate to the Constituted Authori- 
ties and to the Citizens of New York generally, and especi- . 
ally to the immediate sufferers, our heart-felt sympathy and 
condolence, and to assure them of our purpose to do all in 
our power to alleviate the distress which so great a calamity 
has produced. 

Resolved, That in view of the unrivalled position and 
resources of the City of New York, the well known character, 
intelligence, spirit, perseverance and energy of her mer- 
chants and other Citizens, we have a sure guarantee that 
under the blessings of Providence, her waste place will 
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soon be repaired, her present sufferings be forgotten, and her 
march be still onward to increasing greatness. 


Resolved, That while the greatest amount of pecuniary loss 
must fall upon the Merchants, insurers and owners of real 
property, our sympathies and charitable aid are more especi- 
ally called for in behalf of the many individuals and families, 
who were dependent for employment and support upon the 
numerous establishments which have been destroyed, or 
broken up by the wide spread ruin of the conflagration. 


Resolved, That the Representative in Congress from this 
district, be requested to give his aid and support to such 
measures of relief within the competency of Congress, as may 
be calculated to meliorate the sufferings and repair the los- 
ses of our fellow-citizens of New York in which so large a 
portion of the annual revenue of the country is collected. 


Resolved, That the members of both branches of the Legis- 
lature of this State from this City and Country, be requested 
to aid in the adoption of such measures as may be within the 
power of the Legislature, calculated to relieve and repair the 
sufferings and injuries of our commercial metropolis. 

Resolved, That it is the belief of the meeting that it would 
greatly conduce to the relief of the city of New York in its 
present situation, and would be for the benefit of the whole 
state, to remove the restrictions against Insurances in this 
state by individuals and companies: out of the state, and 
that the members of the Legislature from this City and 
County, be respectfully requested to use their influence to 
effect. a repeal of the laws which have a tendency to prevent 
the insurance of property in this State, by underwriters out 
of it. 

Resolved, That the Common Council of this City, be re- 
quested to adopt such measures as will tend to lessen the 
amount of suffering of our brethren in the city of New York, 
under a calamity unexampled in the annals of our country. 


Resolved, That a Committee of twenty-one persons be 
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appointed, for the purpose of making immediate collections 
in money and other articles of value, to be forwarded as 
early as practicable and placed in the hands of proper persons 
in the city of New York, to be applied to the relief of those 
who are reduced to want. 
GEORGE TIBBITS, President. 

Joseru RussELt, ) 

SrerHEN WARREN, Vice 

Ricuarp P. Harr, | Presidents. 

Joun P.Cusuman, ) 


Grorcr W. Davis, ) 
Day Orrs KELLOGG, 
Lz Granp Cannon, 
Exias Parison, J 





‘ Secretaries. 
| 


LETTER 


OF THE 


MAYOR OF NEW-YORK. 


New-York, December 31, 1835. 


Gentlemen, 


T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your oblig- 
ing communication of the 25th instant, covering a copy of | 
Resolutions adopted. by the Citizens of Troy, on the subject 
of the recent disastrous fire in this city. 

. This expression of sympathy in our misfortunes, on the 
part of the Citizens of Troy, and the aid they so kindly and 
promptly offer in our efforts to relieve the sufferers, cannot 
but awaken in the breasts of our community feelings of the 
liveliest gratitude. ; 

Severe as is the loss of our Citizens in property, and pain- 
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ful as must be to many, the consequent reverses of fortune, 
yet the effects of such a calamity are borne with less of re- 
pining, when the sufferers are cheered with the sympathy 
and encouragement of friends. 

The record of your proceedings will be communicated in 
due season to the Municipal Authorities, and to the Citizens 
at large, and on their behalf, I pray you, Gentlemen, to ac- 
cept my sincere and grateful acknowledgment. 


Very respectfully, 
I have the honor to be, 
Your most obedient serv’t, 


Cc. W. LAWRENCE. 


Gurdon Corning, 

John D. Dickenson, 

T. B. Bigelow, 

George Vail, 

R. D. Silliman, Esquires, J 


To David Buel, Jun. ] 
| Committee, Sc. 
| 
| 


LETTER 
OF THE 


HON. GEORGE TIBBITTS, MAYOR OF TROY. 


Troy, December 28th, 1835. 


Hon. C. W. Lawrence, 
Mayor of the Crty of New-York, 


Sir, 


It having been understood that there were many indigent 
sufferers by the late extraordinary fire in New-York, our 
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Citizens have raised by contribution, for their relief, the sum 
of three thousand dollars, of which it has been made my 
duty to inform you, and that your draft upon me, payable 
at the Farmer’s Bank, at one day’s sight, for that sum, will 
be promptly paid. 
I have much satisfaction in giving to you this information, 
_and at the same time, in assuring you of the most lively 
sympathies of our Citizens, for the sufferers, and of their — 
most ardent wishes that a City with whose welfare their 
own interests are so intimately blended and identified, may 
soon be restored to its former pre-eminence and prosperity. 


Respectfully, &c. 
Your obedient servant, 


GEORGE TIBBITTS. 
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PROCEEDINGS, &c. 
OF THE 
CITIZENS OF THE: CITY. OF, U TEC A 


CONVENED IN THAT CITY., 


December 22, 1835. 


Utica, December 24th, 1835. 
Sir, 
I have the honor to transmit you the proceedings of a 
meeting held in this city, on the 22d instant, as directed by 
one of the Resolutions therein contained. 


Most respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


G. TRACY. 


Hon. Cornexivs W. Lawrence, 
Mayor, §c. of New-York. 


MEETING 
OF THE 


CITIZENS OF UTICA. 


~ At a meeting of the Citizens of Utica, pursuant to public 
notice, to express their sympathy with their fellow-citizens 
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of the City of New-York, on account of the recent calami- 
tous and destructive fire in that city, and to suggest such 
measures, by means of legislation or otherwise, as might be 
proper, for their relief[—on motion, Alderman TRACY, of 
the Second Ward, was called to the Chair, and Warp 
Hunt and Wiri1am W. Backus, were appointed Secreta- 
ries. 

On motion of Bensamin F. Cooper, Esq. 

Resolved, That a Committee of seven be appointed by the 
Chair, to report Resolutions expressive of the sense of this 
meeting. 

The following gentlemen were then appointed by the 
Chair to compose the said Committee: 


BENJAMIN F. COOPER, J. H. OSTROM, 

E. B. SHEARMAN, T. POMEROY, 

THEODORE 8. GOLD, WARD HUNT, 
8. HOLMES. 


The Conimittee, by Mr. Coopmr, their Chairman, reported 
the following Preamble and Resolutions, which, on motion, 
were adopted : 

Whereas the City of New-York, by a recent and deso- 
lating fire, has been extensively laid in ruins; and in this af- 
flicting dispensation of Providence, many of our public in- 
stitutions, and of our most enterprizing, wealthy, and esti- 
mable Citizens, have sustained severe and ruinous losses ; 
and whereas the extended relations of our Commercial Em- 
porium, have identified its prosperity with that of our com- 
mon country ; and while we are connected with the suffer- 
ers, not only by the common bond of citizenship, but by 
many of the most endearing relations of life, we cannot re- 
press the expression of our conviction, that the recent calam- 
ity is not simply a local, but a national misfortune. That 
while in common with many of our fellow-citizens, we have 
been the recipients of the signal prosperity which a boun- 
teous Providence has showered upon our land, we deem it 
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our privilege, and our duty to our suffering fellow-citizens 
of New-York, to tender to them our warmest sympathy in 
their misfortune, and to express publicly our wishes; as citi- 
zens of a common country, that our Legislators, State and 
National, will extend to the Citizens of New-York, prompt- 
ly and efficiently, such aid as the nature of our Political In- 
stitutions will admit, and the most liberal policy may sug- 
gest. 


Therefore, Resolved, That in view of the important and 
extended relations of our State and country with the City of 
New-York, this meeting do deeply deplore the disastrous 
effects of the recent calamitous fire in the City of New-York, 
upon our public and commercial interests ; and that we do 
hereby tender to its citizens, our warmest sympathy im their 
misfortunes and sufferings. 


Resolved, 'That this melancholy event, in the opinion of 
this meeting, is of too extended a character for relief from 
individual aid, and may justly be viewed as a national mis- 
fortune ; and that we hereby request of our State Legisla- 
tors, the enactment of such laws as shall bring to the relief 
of the suffering Citizens of New-York, THE CREATIVE ENER- 
GIES OF THE StaTE; and that we do most respectfully sug- 
gest to our Senators and Representatives, that liberal appro- 
priations to improve its commercial facilities, the extension 
and creation of Loaning, Trust, Banking, and Insurance 
Privileges ; or a judicious loan of the Credit of the State to 
its Monied Institutions, and suffering Citizens, would, in 
the opinion of this meeting, be highly instrumental in re- 
storing to our Commercial Emporium a measure of its recent 
prosperity. 

Resolved, That the appropriation of a portion of the sur- 
plus revenue of the United States, in such a manner as di- 
rectly and indirectly to alleviate the recent calamity of the 
City of New-York, is, in the opinion of this meeting, highly 
desirable; and that’we do hereby respectfully request our 


/ 
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Representative in Congress, to advocate such disposition 
of the surplus revenue, or some portion of the same, as may 
accomplish this object ; and that he be also requested to use 
all honorable exertions to obtain such other and further re- 
lief, through the medium of the Custom House, or orHER- 
wisr, from our National Legislature, as this afflictive dis- 
pensation may require, and can by the General Govern- 
ment be constitutionally bestowed. 

The meeting was addressed by B. F. Cooper, T. 8. 
Goup, Joun E. Hinman, Joun H. Ostrom, S. P. Lyman, 
Esq. and Dr. GoopsEL. 

Resolved, That the Chairman of this meeting, transmit a 
copy of these Resolutions to his Excellency the Governor of 
the State, the Mayor and Common Council of the City of 
New-York, our Representative in Congress, and to our Se- 
nator and Representatives in the State Legislature; and 
that they be signed by the Chairman and Secretaries of this 
meeting, and be published in the papers of this city. 


G. TRACY, Chatrman. 


Warp Honr, Secretaries 
Wma. W. Backus, 2 


LETTER ‘ 


oy THE 


MAYOR OF NEW YORK. 


New-York, December 31st, 1835. 

Sir, : 
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
24th inst. transmitting the proceedings of a meeting of the 
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Citizens of Utica, held for the purpose of expressing their 
sympathy with the Citizens of New-York, in the recent ca- 
lamity. 

I assure you, Sir, that the evidence afforded in these pro- 
ceedings, of the friendly feelings entertained by your Citi- 
zens, for our suffering community, will produce a beneficial 
effect in lightening the weight of the disaster, by encouraging 
and assisting our efforts to repair the evil. 

Deeply as our people must feel the pressure of such a 
misfortune, yet their activity and enterprise will not be pros- 
trated. They will strive to repair the loss by perseverance 
and industry, confident of all just aid from the State Autho- 
rities, and encouraged and sustained by the friendly sym- 
pathy experienced from our brethren of this and other States. 

It will afford me pleasure to make known to the people of 
this city, the kind spirit in which our misfortunes are consi- 


dered by the Citizens of Utica. 


With respect and regard, 
I remain your obedient servant, 


C. W. LAWRENCE. 


To G. Tracy, Chairman, §c. Utica 
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PROCEEDINGS, &c. 


OF THE 


COMMON COUNCIL, 


OF THE 
CITY OF BROOKLYN, 
December 21st, 1835. 


— 


Wuenrzas the City of New-York, on the night of the 16th 
instant, was visited with one of the most awful conflagra- 
tions ever recorded ; and whereas the Common Council of 
the City of Brooklyn deeply sympathize with their neigh- 
bours of the great commercial mart of the country. There- 
fore 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the inhabitants of 
of this city to render every assistance in mitigating the 
evils of the calamity, and that the greatest forbearance be 
extended in all cases of demands against the sufferers. 

Resolved, That the officers of this city be required to ren- 
der their services in aiding the Police regulations, and en- 
quiries of the authorities of the city of New-York. 

Resolved, That this Board indulge the hope that our Ge- 
neral and State Governments will extend every facility in 
relieving the embarrassment of the commercial community. 

Resolved, That this Board opprove of the exertions of the 
Fire Department of this city, on the occasion referred to. 

Resolved, That this Board approve of the call for a meet- 
ing of our fellow-citizens, to be held in this city, on the 7ene 
instant, and that this Board do attend the same. 
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Resolved, That the foregoing Preamble and Resolutions 
be signed by the Mayor of this City, and transmitted to His 
Honor, the Mayor of New-York. 


_ The foregoing Preamble and Resolutions were passed by 
the Common Council of this city, on Monday, 21st instant. 


JONATHAN TROTTER, 
Mayor of Brooklyn. . 
Brooklyn, Dec. 23, 1835. 


LETTER 
OF THE 


MAYOR OF NEW-YORK. 


Mayor’s Office, ; 
New- Yi ork, January 8th, 1836. 


My Dear Sir, 

Tenclose to you a copy of the oe and Resolutions 
of our Common Council, returning thanks to those who came 
| to our assistance, and who offered us aid at the time of, and 
since the great Fire on the night of the 16th December. ' 

Our acknowledgements are due to the citizens of Brook- 
lyn. The active and indefatigable exertions of the inhabi- 
tants, and especially of the Firemen, wil ever be remem- 
bered with gratitude by our citizens. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Cc. W. LAWRENCE. 

JonaTHAN TROTTER, Esq, 

Mayor of the City of Brooklyn. 
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PROCEEDINGS , é&c. 


OF THE 
CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS 
CONVENED IN THE ARCADE IN THAT CITY, 


January 1st, 1836. 





PUBLIC MEETING. 


New-Orleans, January 1st, 1836. 


At a numerous and highly respectable meeting called at 
the Arcade this first day of January, 1836, to take into con- 
sideration the best mode which may be devised to relieve - 
and succor the sufferers at the late calamitous and dreadful 
catastrophe occasioned by the unparalleled conflagration in 
our sister city of New York, THOMAS URQUHART, Esq,, 
was called tothe Chair, and Joun Nicuonas, appointed 
Secretary. The Chairman having explained the object of 
the meeting, on motion, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That a Committee of ten be appointed by the 
chair. The President nominated the following gentlemen, 


J.B. BYRNE, JAMES FOSTER, Jun. 
Gen. J. B. LABATUT, Gen. J. B. PLAUCHE, 
THOMAS BARRETT, A. HODGE, Jun. 

ISAAC OGDEN, W. A. GASQUET, 

JOHN A. MERLE, BEVERLY CHEW, Esars. 


On motion, the President was added to the Committee. 
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The Committee having retired, the following Resolutions 
“were agreed upon and reported by the Committee : where- 
‘upon the’ same were unanimously adopted : Se 
“ Resolved, That this meeting truly and deeply sympathize 
“with the suffering citizens of New York; and in common 
with every true friend of humanity, sincerely deplore the 
gad misfortune which has befallen them, from the calamitous 
-and desolating fire which, on the night of the 16th Decem- 
ber, and following day, laid waste and:in ruins, the fairer, 
if not the richer portion of that beautiful city ; and) which at 
-the same time, has blighted the fond hopes, and blasted: the 
future prospects, of many a family, who, but a moment 
before, were living happy, in the the enjoyment of ease and 
of comfort, if not of wealth and of luxury. ° 
Resolved, That this Meeting, though not fally aware ‘of 
the whole extent of the dire catastrophe, yet from the most 
‘exact information already afforded them, perceive at. once, 
that its fearful extent is far beyond their limited means, of 
‘affording that relief, which, to, be,efficient, must be prompt, 
They can,|therefore, at this, moment, devise but one, way, 
though in the unlooked for event of its’ failure, (from. any 
cause, ) they pledge themselves that they will be found ready 
to contribute in any, and every way within their power, to 
alleviate, as far as practicable, the mass off intense suffering 
“from the sad calamity. 


Resolved, That this meeting most aa ik and ear- 
nestly recommend, and entreat, the President of the United 
States, and both Houses of Congress, to take into immediate 
consideration the propriety-and sexmpediency of| appropriating 
_ for the prompt relief of the suffers, as a loan, free of all interest 
or charge, for such time as in their wisdom they may deem fit, all 
or any part of the surplus funds of the United States. That they 
further deem it unnecessary to point out the means whereby 
this loan may be made efficient for the relief the suffering 
citizens of New York, and at the same time properly secure 
to the United States, to be returned at a future day, or at 
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different epochs, relying fully on the wisdom, the justice, and 
the liberality of the President, and of each and ev ery mem- 
ber of both Houses, to devise the most prompt mode of relief, 
and the easiest means to the sufferers of returning the same, 
should Congress decide against making a donation of the 
amount. 


Resolved, That this meeting consider this truly deplorable 
event a national misfortune ; and, as of consequence, a sub- 
ject of general concernment ; inasmuch as they consider the 
prosperity of New York as identified with every city and 
hamlet of these United States, as well as of those of Europe: 
but of none more particularly than that of New Orleans, the 
Citizens of which have hitherto been proud of the rise and 
progress of their sister city, and who are now jealous of rival- 
ling all others, in aflurding relief to its Citizens when over- 
taken by misfortune. 

On motion, Resolved, That these proceedings be published 
in all the newspapers of the city, and that an authentic copy 
of the.same be forwarded to the President of the United 


‘States, to both Houses of Congress, and to the Mayor of the 
city of New York. 


Resolved, That the thanks of the meeting be tendered to 
the Chairman. 


On motion, Resolved, That the Chairman be authorized to 
convene this meeting at any future period. 
On motion, adjourned. 
THOMAS URQUHART, President 
Joun Nicuouson, Secretary. 
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LETTER 
OF THE 


MAYOR OF NEW-YORK. 


Maysr’s Office, 
New-York, January 23d, 1836. } 


Sir, 
I have to acknowledge the receipt of an authenticated 


copy of Resolutions adopted at a Meeting of the Citizens of 
New Orleans on the Ist instant. 





Oppressed as this community has been, with a misfortune’ 
unexampled in its extent by any similar calamity in our 
Country, it cannot but awaken the liveliest sensibility to be 
assured of the sympathy and encouragement of our friends 
in other sections of the Union. 


The Resolutions you have been kind enough to transmit to 
me, present an additional claim to our grateful acknowledg- 
ments. The appeal which they make in our behalf to the Con- 
stituted authorities of the nation, will doubtless contribute to 
the success of an application already made to Congress for re- 
lief. Whatever may be the result however, the people of New 

York will never forget the promptitude and liberality, with 
which their fellow-citizens of New- Orleans came forward in 
a season of distress. 

I pray you Sir, to communicate to those you represent, 
my just appreciation of their kindness towards the citizens of 
New York. 


With sentiments of respect T am 
Your obedient servant, 


Cc. W. LAWRENCE. 
THOMAS URQUHART, Chairman. 
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PROCEEDINGS, é&c. 
OF “THE 
CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF BUFFALO. 
CONVENED AT THE FARMERS’ HOTEL. 


January 4, 1836. 


Buffalo, January 7, 1836. , 
Hon. C. W. Lawrence, Mayor : 


Srr—I enclose herein the proceedings of a public meet- 
ing of the Citizens of Buffalo, called u pon the occasion of the | 
recent calamitous fire in your city. 

The resolutions which I transmit you, were passed unani- 
mously, and I believe that they speak the sentiments, and 
meet the cordial approbation of our whole population. 


I have only to add the expression of my individual respect. 


HIRAM PRATT, Mayor. 





MEETING 


CITIZENS OF BUFFALO. 


os 


At, a meeting of the Gigzens of Buffalo, held eueciah to 
notice, at the ‘Farmers’ Hotel, _ January 4, 1836, to iia 
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such measures in relation to the recent calamitous fire in the 
City of New-York as might be deemed expedient—Honora- 
ble HIRAM PRATT, Mayor of the City, was appointed 
President ; JOHN W. BEALS and SEXTUS SHEAR- 
ER, Vice Presidents; Orntanpo Auten and Grorce B. 
Bascock, Secretaries. Acer 

Resolved, That a Committee of twelve be appointed * 
the President, to present for consideration, such Resolutions; , 
expressive of the object of the meeting, as by them may. be 
deemed proper. Whereupon, 


.RICHARD L. ALLEN, _ §.S. CASE, 
WILLIAM KETCHUM, J. W. BROWN, 


H. SHUMWAY, DAVID. M. DAY, 

B. WILCOX, J..W. SKINNER, 
WILLIAM WILLIAMS, . LEWIS F. ALLEN, and 
N. WILGUS, J. WILKINSON, 


were appointed said Committee. 


_The Committee, by their Chairman, reported the follow- 

ing Resolutions, which were unanimously adopted : 

| Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with the Citizens of 
New-York, in the recent unprecedented calamity they have 
sustained by the conflagration of an extensive portion of the’ 
- most important and vital part of their Commercial Empori- 
um;)and that the signal fortitude with which they have sus- 
tained, and. the indomitable energy with which they are de- 
termined to retrieve their unparalleled loss, entitles them to 
our unqualified admiration. 

Resolved, That this calamitous event is not confined in its 
effects to New-York alone, but will be felt throughout the 
whole country, and especially by the citizens of this place, 
so intimately connected as we ‘are in all our commercial, 
mercantile and’pecuniary ‘transactions ; and as any serious” 
or permanent embarrassment of the business operations of’ 
our metropolis cannot fail to-injure the interests of the Great’ 
Westiin.a peculiar degree, it is alike the dictate of humanity 
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and interest to ascertain some speedy and adequate means” 
of relief. 


Resolved, That in seeking for these means, we are invo- 
luntarily and directly led to our National Government, 
whose coffers are so abundantly supplied, and that it is entire-, 
ly within its power to extend all the necessary means and 
assistance, besides such as exists immediately among the 
Citizens of New-York. 


Resolved, That the bill proposed by the Chairman of the 
“Committee of Ways and Means,” for this object, falls far 
short of sheer justice to the sufferers, and that persons who 
have given bonds for goods destroyed by the fire, where 
proof can be afforded of such fact, should not be required to 
extend their bonds, but on the exhibition of such proof, they 
should forthwith be cancelled ; and if such bonds have been 
liquidated, the money should be immediately refunded. 


Resolved, That for procuring the passage of such a law 
and the extension of payment for all bonds to any reasona- 
ble time required, as well as the placing a large amount of 
this surplus revenue in the vaults of such of the New-York 
banks as can use it for the benefit of the business commu- 
nity ; and any other constitutional and reasonable means of 
alleviation that may be proposed on the part of our general 
government, we cordially unite in requesting our Senators ’ 
and Representatives in Congress to use all their influence 
and exertions. 

Resolved, That if the aid of the State be required to sus- 
tain the credit and add to the business facilities of the City 
of New-York, by the creation of additional banking capital, 
or otherwise, we earnestly invite the attention of our Legis- 
lators in both houses to the consideration of this vital object 
as soon as they shall have convened; and we pledge our 
entire concurrence with any and all proper measures for the 
attainment of this important end. 


Resolved, That our Legislature may afford essential aid 
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for the furtherance of this object, by the repeal of the law 
taxing the debts of non-resident creditors and foreign insur- 
ance offices, which now prevent the investment of a large 
amount of capital that would otherwise be placed in the 
hands of Citizens of our own State. 

Resolved, 'That the officers of this meeting, and ten other 
Citizens to be appointed by the Chair, be a Committee to 
sign the above resclutions, and forward them to the Mayor 
of the City of New-York, and that the same be a Corres- 
ponding Committee, to suggest and aid in any further means 
that may offer for promoting the above objects. 

The following gentlemen were appointed a Committee 
under the Resolution : 


Henman B. Porrer, H. Saumway, Cuarites Town- 
sEND, Wm. Kercuum, L. F. Auten, E. Jonnson, Exviyan 
Forp, James L. Barton, Winuiam Witi1ams, and Jacos 
A. Barker. 


HIRAM PRATT, President. 
JOHN W. BEALS a ; 
SEXTUS SHE ARER., ‘ Vice Presidents. 


Gero. R. Bascock, 


2 Secretaries. 
Orianpo ALLEN, 


H. B. POTTER, } 
H. SHUMWAY, 

WM. KETCHUM, 

ELIJAH FORD, 
CHARLES TOWNSEND, 
WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 
JAMES L. BARTON, 
JACOB A. BARKER, 

L. F. ALLEN, 

E. JOHNSON, 


Committee. 
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LETTER {t 101 
OF THE p { 


MAYOR OF NEW-YORK. 


Mavor’s Orricse, January 16, 1836. 


Str—I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 
7th, covering a copy of the Resolutions adopted at a meet- 
ing of the Citizens of Buffalo, on the 4th inst. 

The conflagration on the night of the 16th, and on the 
morning of the 17th December, zoe in the greatest loss 
of property ever sustained by fire within the same space of 
time. It commenced about nine o’clock in the evening, 7 
continued until about noon the next day. 

The great fire in London, continued for three days and 
nights, and the value of property destroyed was estimated 
at a little more than double the loss sustained here. 

Our merchants are great sufferers ; for, although general- 
ly covered by insurance, many of the underwriters will not 
be able to pay more than fifty cents to the dollar. 


On behalf of my fellow-citizens, I have to tender to you 
their acknowledgments for your expression of sympathy and 
respect; and for your kindness in asking of the Senators 
and Representatives in the Congress of the United States, 
their aid, in obtaining of the General Government the remis- 
sion of duties on the goods burnt, and the use of a large 
amount of the surplus revenue. 

Lhave also to acknowledge your proffered aid in obtain- 
ing suitable measures of relief from;our State Government. 
The repeal of the law of 1833, taxing debts due to non-re- 
sidents, secured by bond and mortgage, would, I am per- 
suaded, have a beneficial effect throughout the State. With- 
out disputing or affirming the propriety of the law when it 
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was enacted, I think at this time, and as it regards this city, 
it may be called a law for the benefit of money-lenders, and 
results to the injury of the great mass of the community. | 

‘Please accept for yourself, and the Citizens of Buffalo, 
the assurance of my sincere thanks for your kindness; and 
permit me to assure you, that I esteem it an honor, to be the 
medium of communication from you to my fellow-citizens of 
this city. 

Your obedient servant, 


C. W. LAWRENCE. 


The Hon. Hrram Pratt, 
Mayor of the City of Buffalo. 
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» PROCEEDINGS , &c. 
ah oF THE . 
CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF MONTREAL, es 


CONVENED IN THE READING ROOM IN THAT CITY, 


January 5th, 1836. 


PUBLIC MEETING, 





At a meeting of the Montreal Traders and others, of the 
city of Montreal, held at the Reading Room, on Tuesday 
the 5th January, 1836, to take into consideration the best 
means of testifying their sympathy with the sufferers by the 
recent extensive fire in the city of New-York. 

GEORGE AULDJO, Esq. the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Trade, was called to the Chair, and the following 
Resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That the community of Montreal, deeply and 
sincerely sympathise with the Merchants and others, of the 
city of New-York, who have suffered by the late calamitous 
fire in that city. 

Resolved, That it can never be forgotten that, when dis- 
tress and calamity in any shape have visited the British 
Provinces in North America, the citizens of New-York have 
been prompt and liberal in affording succour and conso- 
lation. : , 

Resolved, That sympathising as they do, with the inhabi- 
tants of New-York in this awful calamity, it is consoling to 
learn that the energies and resources of that vast Commer- 
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cial Emporium, have been so promptly and effectually ex- 
erted, as to alleviate in a great degree, the distress and suf- 
fering consequent upon so extensive and! afflicting a visi- 
tation. 

Resolved, That although the general commercial pros- 
perity of the city of New-York, may have suffered less than 
could have been anticipated from so great a destruction of 
property; yet, from the widely spread devastation, it is to 
be feared that, among the laboring classes, suffering and pri- 
vations may exist susceptible of relief, even from the com- 
paratively small resources of the inhabitants of Montreal. 


Resolved, That the Chairman of this meeting, on behalf of 
the citizens of Montreal, be requested to transmit to New- 
York, a copy of the present Resolutions to be addressed to 
his Honor the Mayor; at the same time intimating, that a 
sum of two thousand dollars is at the disposal of the autho- 
rities of New-York, appointed to investigate and relieve the 
cases alluded to in the 4th Resolution, if they can thereby 
be alleviated. 


Montreal, Lower Canada, January 5, 1836. 
GEORGE AULDJO, Chairman of Public Meeting. 


T. Mirenent Surrn, Secretary of the Meeting. 


Montreal, 6th January, 1836. 
Str, 

The Merchants, Traders, and others of Montreal, ac- . 
tuated by the sacred feelings of a common nature, by the 
endearing associations of a common origin, and by the most 
lively gratitude for your country’s often tried generosity, to- 
wards the victims of calamity in British America; held a 
public meeting yesterday, to consider in what manner, and 
to what extent they might be able to alleviate the distress 
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that must nécessarily have arisen from the late calamitous 
fire at New-York. 

They have accordingly deputed me to transmit a copy of 
their Resolutions, and to inclose you a draft for the sum-of 
Two Thousand Dollars ; Benjamin Holmes, Esq. on Mess’rs 
Prime, Ward & King, at sight. 

The tenor of the Resolutions, Sir, will show, that though 
the citizens of Montreal do not presume to present so humble 
an offering to the commercial sufferers of so wealthy and 
extensive an emporium of trade as the city of New-York ; 
yet; they respectfully request your acceptance of it, as at 
once being an earnest of the sincerity of their sympathy, 
and affording perhaps some relief to the numerous laborers 
and others, whom so extensive a conflagration must have 
thrown out of employment. 

Ihave the honor to be, 
With great regard and consideration, 
Sir, your most obedient servant, 


GEORGE AULDJO, Chairman of the Meeting. 


To his Honor, 
CorneLius W. LawRENCE, 
Mayor of the City of New-York. 





LETTER 


OF THE 


MAYOR OF NEW-YORK. 


Mayor’s Office, 2 
New-York, January 14th, 1836.  $ 


Sr, 
On yesterday, I had the honor to receive your letter of the 
6th, with a copy of the Resolutions adopted at a ‘meeting 
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of the Merchants, Traders, and others, of the city of Mon- 
treal,” on the 5th instant, and enclosing a draft on Prime, 
Ward & King, for Two Thousand Dollars, to be distribut- 
ed among certain sufferers by the late conflagration. 


The proceedings of your citizens in thus spontaneously 
meeting and acting, must ever be remembered with gratitude 
by our community. 

The deep sympathy expressed in your letter and in the 
Resolutions in behalf of the Merchants and others of our ci- 
tizens, is as just to them as honorable to you. 

The losses sustained by the late fire, are estimated to 
amount to Seventeen Millions of Dollars, and yet, we have 
scarcely had a failure, and many of the heavy sufferers are 
among the most active in aiding the widows, orphans, and 
infirm persons reduced to poverty and dependence. 

A determination has been manifested by our citizens, to 


depend as far as possible on themselves, and each other, to re- | 


trieve their misfortunes, and we have been cheered by the ex- 
pression of kindness from our fellow citizens in various parts 
- of the United States, and we have now to add our acknow- 
ledgments for the noble and dignified expressions and conduct 
of the citizens of Montreal. 
Please accept for yourself and associates at the meeting 
over which you presided, my most sincere thanks. 


Very respectfully, 
Your obedient Servant, 
C. W. LAWRENCE. 
Gxzoren Avuzpso, Esa. Chairman, §c. §c. Sc. 





PROCEEDINGS, &c. 


OF THE 


CITIZENS OF COBOURG, UPPER CANADA, 


January 23d, 1836. 


To His Honor the Mayor of New-York, 


Sir, 


We the undersigned, having been appointed a Committee 
at a public meeting held in this village, for conveying to you 
the subscriptions collected in this Township in aid of the 
sufferers by the late disastrous fire at New York, beg 
leave to enclose you a draft upon Mess’rs Prime, Ward, 
King, & Co. for £70, being the amount reseived by the 
Treasurer for that object. 

This sum we are directed to request that the Corporation 
of which you are at the head, will be pleased to apportion to 
the sufferers by that disastrous casualty in such a manner 
as you and they may deem most expedient. 

The amount which we have the pleasure of transmitting, 
although small, has been raised ina neighbourhood containing 
a population of not more than two thousand inhabitants, and 
will we trust, afford a satisfactory testimony of the sincere 
sympathy which we feel for the numerous sufferers by that 
deplorable accident. 

We beg also to enclose a copy of the Resolutions passed 
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‘on that occasion, as well as a list of the contributors in alle- 
viation of that great calamity. 
We have the honor to be Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servants. 

T. BURNHAM, 

WALTER BOSWELL. 

P. H. BETHUNE, Committee. 

R. HENRY, 

k. PERRY, 





MEETING. 
OF THE 


CITIZENS OF COBOURG. 


Ata meeting of the inhabitants of Cobourg and its vicinity 
assembled according to requisition of the magistrates, held 
at Strong’s Hotel on Saturday the 9th January, 1836. The 
Rev’d. A. N. BETHUNE having been called to the Chair, 
and Mr. A. Rusripes, appointed Secretary. It was 

Resolved, 1. That the Inhabitants of the Township of 
Hamilton, do sincerely condole with the sufferers by the 
late disastrous fire in the City of New York, by which many 
individuals have been reduced to indigence, and numbers 
of the poor and laboring classes have necessarily been 
thrown out of employment and subjected to severe distress. 

2. That although the Inhabitants of this Township are 
not able to contribute assistance to the sufferers by this 
calamity in any degree co-adequate with the extent of loss 
sustained, yetthey are anxious to testify their sympathy and 
good will by the cheerful offer of the humble aid which 
their means will allow. 
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8. That a subscription be accordingly entered into for 
raising funds for this object ; and that Colonel ROBERT 
BROWN, and H. E. NICHOLAS, Esaqr. be requested to act 
as a Committee for procuring the contributions of the Inhabi- 
tants of this Township, associating with them in this laudable 
endeavor such other individuals as ey may conceive it 
beneficial to employ. 

4th. That ROBERT HENRY, Esq. be requested to act 
as Depositary of the monies collected for this object, and that 
in furtherance of the means suggested in the former Reso- 
lution for raising funds, a subscription list be opened at the 
office of the Commercial Bank and that of the Bank of Upper 
Canada, and that R. Henry and E. Gontpsmiru, Esquires, 
Cashiers, be requested to solicit benefactions to this cause. 


5th. That the amount which may be paid into the hands 
of the Treasury by the 20th January, instant, be transmitted 
to the Mayor of New York, to be appropriated according to 
the discretion of the Corporation to the recent sufferers in 
that City, and that the Honorable G. BURNHAM, the 
Hon. Captain BOSWELL, the Rev'd. A. N. BETHUNE, 
ROBERT HENRY, and E. PERRY, Esquires be a Com- 
mittee for carrying into effect this Resolution. — 

6th. That Mr. T. H. HALL, Postmaster of this village, 
be requested to act as Secretary to the above Committee. 


Amount of subscriptions made before the 





close of the meeting, - - - £39 50 
Collected subsequent to the meeting, - 32 15 0 
72 00 0 

Amounttransmitted per drafts, - £7000 
Due on drafts, postage, &c. - = 2 0-0 72,0 0: 


ee tee 
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Mayor’s Office. : 
New York, February 4, 1836. ; 
GFNTLEMEN, 


Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 23d, with a copy of the proceedings of a meeting of 
the Inhabitants of Cobourg and its vicinity on the 9th ultimo: 
of which the Reverend A. H. Bethune was Chairman and a 
draft on Messrs Prime, Ward and King, for seventy pounds 
to be distributed at the discretion of the Common Council 
among the poor and labouring classes thrown out of employ- 
ment and subjected to distress by the late Fire. 

We have many great sufferers by the Conflagration allu- 
ded to, and your donation will be carefully applied in such 
manner as the Common Council may direct. 

The losses sustained by the Fire on the night of the 16th 
and the morning of the 17th December have been estimated 
at more than Seventeen Millions of Dollars, and the effect has 
been to deprive many of the comfort and means of Support. 

T have to return to the contributors my sincere thanks for 
the donation now acknowledged and to the Inhabitants of 
Cobourg for their expression of sympathy and kindness at 
the meeting on the 9th ult. 

Accept for yourselves the assurance of my high respect; 
and believe me to be, 


Very Respectfully, 
Your Obedient Servant, 
(Signed) C. W. LAWRENCE. 


To Mess’rs Burnham, 
Boswell, ] 
Bethune, > Committee Sc. &c. NS 
Henry & | 
Perry, 





DOCUMENT No. 59. 


BOARD OF 





ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY 3d, 1836. 


Message from his Honor the Mayor, enclosing a letter to 
Major General Morton, acknowledging the services rendered 
by the Military under hiscommand, and also adverting 
to the valuable services rendered by other citizens of New 
York, at and during the great fire of the 16th and 17th of 
December last. 

Ordered to be printed and put on file. 

Wan. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


Mayor's Office, 
New-York, February 3rd, 1836. ‘ 


GENTLEMEN OF THE Common CounciL, 


During the progress and after the extinguishment of the 
late disastrous fire in this City, it was deemed advisable to 
accept the aid voluntarily offered by the Military ; a portion 
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continued on duty for several days, and particularly during 
the night, for the purpose of protecting the vast amount of 

; goods exposed in the streets, and as a guard against new 
inroads of the destructive element. 


The services of several bodies of the uniformed Militia 
were promptly and efficiently rendered, and their exertions 
contributed very materially to the preservation of property 
and the restoration of public tranquility. I have thought it 
incumbent on me to express my acknowledgments to the 
Commanding General for this timely assistance, and a copy 
of the communication made to him, is herewith transmitted. 

In a communication heretofore made, I have referred to 
the valuable aid rendered to the Civil Authorities on the 
same occasion by General Joseph G. Swift, Captain Mix, 
Lieut. Nicholas and the Officers, Seamen and Marines from 
the Navy Yard, and to Lieut. Temple of the United States 
Artillery. The commanding Officer at Governor’s Island, is 
entitled to our thanks for promptly furnishing us with pow- 
der, and for other offers of aid. Acknowledgments are also 
due to several public spirited Citizens whose unremitting 
exertions in defiance of fatigue and danger were conspicuous 
on that disastrous occasion. Among the many whose active 
services deserve the thanks of the community, I cannot avoid 
mentioning the names of Charles King and James A. Hamil- 
ton, Esquires. 

In addition to the Military corps on duty, it was found 
expedient to organize a large number of citizens as a general 
patrol for the City. This body was placed under the charge 
of Colonel James B. Murray, and to that gentleman and those 
selected by him as aids, too much praise cannot be awarded 
for their correct deportment and efficient services. 


C. W. LAWRENCE. 
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Mayor’s Office, ‘ 
New York, 3d. February 1836. 


To Masor Genera Mortron,— 

I have again the pleasing duty to perform of returning my 
public acknowledgements for the services rendered in aid of 
the Civil authorities, by portions of your Division and other 
Citizens Soldiers acting under your orders. — 

The disastrous Conflagration which devastated so large a 
section of our City, on the 16th and 17th December last, in 
addition to the positive destruction of an amount of property 
unparalleled in any similar event in this Country, necessari- 
ly exposed in the streets a large quantity of valuable goods 
and property of various kinds. The protection of these ef- 
fects from depredation and injury, became an imperative du- 
ty on the part of the public authorities.—The great extent of 
the scene of the Conflagration—the danger of a renewal of 
its ravages, and the general Protection of the City in such an 
emergency, also required the exertions of energies beyond 
those of the ordinary Civil Power, to fulfil the just claims of 
the Community. Under these Circumstances, it became my 
duty to accept the proffered aid of the Military. Their as- 
sistance was given with promptitude and alacrity, and eve- 
ry service required was cheerfully and effectually rendered. 


To the Officers and members of the respective Corps on 
duty, the thanks of the Public Authorities as well as the Citi- 
zens generally, are due for the zeal and devotion exhibited 
in the discharge of the ardous and unpleasant duty required 
of them. 

I cannot allow the occassion to pass without adding my 
acknowledgements for the valuable assistance derived from 
your personal exertions. This is not the first instance in 
which I have witnessed your zeal in the public service, and 
1 doubt not your patriotism and public spirit will be properly 
appreciated by your fellow Citizens. 
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_ May Irequest that you will communicate to General Sand- 
ford and to the several Corps on duty the high sense enter- 
tained of their faithful services on the occasion alluded to. 
Very Respectfully 
Your Obedient Servant, 
C. W. LAWRENCE. 
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BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 
JANUARY 25th, 1836. 


Report of the Counsel, on the Petition of George Birch, 
to be relieved from a penalty incurred under the Fire Laws. 


Adopted. 
Wu. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The undersigned, to whom was referred the annexed Pe- 
tition of George Birch, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORTS: 


That the Petitioner states that he has unknowingly in- 
fringed the Fire Laws by removing a wooden building from 
the rear of a lot on Cannon-street to the front of another 
lot on Rivington-street, and that he was ordered by the Fire 
Wardens to pull it down within four days or remove it back 
to where it formerly stood. 

He states also, that he is building a factory where the 
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wooden building formerly stood, which will take from two 
to three months to finish, and that he has no other place in 
which to secure the loose property around the new building, 
except in such wooden one. Upon this ground, and his 
ignorance of the law, he asks leave from the Common 
Counsel to let the old building stand as it now is until the 
new one shall be finished. 


However desirable it might be, either to relieve Mr. Birch, 
from any penalty which he may have incurred, or to grant 
him the permission which he asks, the subscriber ‘feels 
bound to state that, in his opinion the Common Council 
have not the right to do so. The law which he has uninten- 
tionally violated is an act of the Legislature, which leaves ~ 
no discretion ina case of this kind to the Corporation of this 
city ; and the penalties for infringing the provisions of the 
act are appropriated to the use of the Fire Department. - 
The Fire Wardens, whose duty it is to see to the due obser- 
vance of this law, are appointed by the Common Council, 
but in the performance of their duties, they are beyond the 
control of the Common Council, so far as those duties are 
connected with the enactments of the State Laws. 

The subscriber is therefore of opinion that the following 
Resolution should be adopted : 

Resolved, That the prayer of the said Petitioner cannot 
be granted. 


R. EMMET. 
January 25th, 1836. : 
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BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 
| FEBRUARY 8th, 1836. 


ee 


Report of the Committe on Wharves and Slips on the 
Communication of His Honor the Mayor enclosing a Report 
of J. G. Swift relative to a water line at Brooklyn. 

_ Adopted and ordered to be printed. 


Wm. Hacanorn, Clerk 


- The Committee on Wharves &c. to whom was referred the 
onnexed Communication of His Honor the Mayor, inclosing a 


printed Report of J. G. Swift, Esq. made by order of the 
Common Council of Brooklyn. 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That on examining the same, they find that the said Re- 
port was made at the request of the Common Council of the 
city of Brooklyn, to submit a plan of a permanent line of 
docks, piers, &c. for that City. 


In regard tothe proceedings of Brooklyn either in her internal 
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arrangements or the general management of her affairs, this 
Committee do not conceive they have any right to inquire: 
but whatever interferes with the East river, or with the navi- 
gable waters around the city of New York, is not only of 
vital importance to her interests, but interferes also with her 
rights and her jurisdiction. 

Your Committee confess their surprise, and astonish 
ment at some of the propositions contained in the said Report. 
They cannot believe that the Common Council of Brooklyn 
would ever for a moment entertain an idea of carrying them 
all into effect; but as itis a document evidently submitted 
to them in good faith by their Engineer, and by them pub- 
lished, and as your Committee are informed in part adopted, 
it behoves the representatives of New York to see to the pro- 
tection of their own rights, as wellas to guard against any 
damage to those rights from the acts of others. 


_ A portion of the Report is occupied with a plan for the 
regulation of part of the upland of the City. On that your 
Committee have no remark to make. 


The Report also proposes the placing of rafts in different 
parts of the river and bay, with a view of turning ‘off the ice 
from the Brooklyn shore. How far this would answer the 
purpose or whether the same would not turn the ice from the 
Brooklyn to the New-York shore, are questions which your 
Committee at present are unable to answer. It is presum- 
ed.no.attempt would be made to put them in such places 
without the consent of the Common Council of this City, 
and it will be in time to make that inquiry whenever such 
an attempt is made. 


The Report also proposes the erection of breakwaters in 
theEast river, in the neighborhood of Governor’s Island; where 
or from what authority the power to do this is to be obtained, 
isnot stated. That such a measure might be of some use to 
the Brooklyn shore, if it should ever be wanted for commer- 
cial: purposés, your Committee are willing to admit; but at 
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the same time, while it may be of doubtful utility to Brooklyn, 
it would in all probability be of serious injury to this City. 
The narrowing of the East river and consequent increase of | 
its current has already tended to its injury, and this current 
will also be considerably increased by the proposed water 
line of Brooklyn if carried into effect. Great care should be 
used in any further contractions of this river, and nothing 
but absolute necessity should ever induce the Common 
Council of New York to consent to ameasure, which by 
any possibility might interfere with the advantages nature 
has bestowed upon us. 

But the most surprising of all the propositions in the re- 
port is to “‘ wnite the cities of New-York and Brooklyn by a dyke 
** of stone from the foot of Catharine street New-York to that of 
Main street in Brooklyn,” and to cut a ship Canal from the 
Wallabout to Gowanus Bay on the East side of Brooklyn. 

Two reasons are given for this wonderful proposition; 
one is to stop the conflict of tide in Hell gate, and the other to 
concentrate commerce. Your committee cannot discover the 
importance of stopping the tide in Hellgate to the City of 
Brooklyn, if the East River is tobe dammed up, but they can 
easily see that it would be considered a benefit to Brooklyn, 
if the East river could thus be closed to compel all the com- 
merce of the Sound to pass through a canal on the East side 
of Brooklyn. The spot at which it is proposed to concentrate 
commerce is not mentioned in the report; but if the River is 
to be closed at Catharine street, and the Eastern trade is to 
be brought through the canal, it is very evident that the place 
of concentration would be the piece of ground lying between 
the contemplated canal and the River. This would be an 
improvement in commerce not very much to be desired by 
the City of New-York, and in the opinion of your Committee 
would not only tend to concentrate, but also to annihilate the 
Commerce of New York. 

Your Committee could not have one that in this age, 
when men of enlightened views in all parts of the country 
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are endeavouring to open new modes of communication, it 
should be seriously proposed to dam up the East River so 
as to stop the current at Hell Gate, and concentrate com- 
merce at Brooklyn. If this proposition was completed, it 
would only need the addition of a similar one, made about 
a year since to dam the North River, so as to obtain a supply 
of water for the City, and then the prosperity of New York 
would be at anend. But whatever may be the view or 
wishes of Brooklyn on this subject, your Committee are per- 
suaded that neither the Legislature nor Congress to whom 
alone the subject belongs, would ever sanction so wild and 
injurious a measure. 

The proposed water line your commmittee have not been 
able to ascertain with any certainty. The maps referred to 
in the report are in the charge of the Common Council of 
Brooklyn and your Committee have not been able to refer to 
them. From an advertisement of the application to the Legis- 
lature for the establishment of this water line they find, that it 
includes all the land claimed by, and belonging to the City 
of New York on the Brooklyn shore. How far the passage of 
the law establishing this line without the consent of this City 
would affect the rights of the corporation to the land between 
high and low water, your Committee are not prepared to say 
at thistime. Nor do they deem it necessary, for another ap- 
plication, of which they find a notice in the papers, will ren- 
der it necessary for the Common Council of New York to 
remonstrate to the Legislature against the passage of any 
_ act taking from them their chartered and vested rights. 

The notice to which your Committee refer is of an appli- 
cation to the Legislature for an act authorizing the owners 
of the lands fronting on the East River, and Bay of New 
York between Atlantic street, and Red Hook point in the City 
of Brooklyn, to erect and maintain bulk heads,wharves, and. 
docks fronting on their respective grounds into the East 
River, &c. 

The charter of New York grants to this Corporation all 
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¢he vacant, and unappropriated land on Long Island from 
high to low water mark between the Wallabout and Red 
Hook ; and if authority is given by law to the owners of land 
fronting on the East River to run out their piers, and docks, 
they must of necessity use the lands of the Corporation be- 
tween high and low water. Though such a grant would not 
be legal, yet it might involve the Corporation in law suits 
which it is desirable to avoid, and the Committee therefore 
are of opinion that it is advisable to remonstrate against the 
same. 

In making these remarks, your Committee do not intend 
to throw any obstacles in the way of the application on the 
‘part of the City of Brooklyn for any thing to which she is 
honestly entitled. The interests of Brooklyn are so inti- | 
mately connected with and dependent on the success and 
prosperity of New York that your Committee are surprized | 
that any should seek or propose a course calculated to injure 
in any way the commercial advantages which are common 
to both. Injure New York in her commercial interests and 
Brooklyn must suffer, she can never rise on the ruins of 
New York ; while on the other hand New York receives from 
her no aid in her growth or progress. The rapid increase 
of both cities within the last five years should satisfy both, 
that there is no need of mutual jealousies or injuries towards 
each other, but that the resources and the business of New 
York tend alike to the interest and the prosperity of both 
cities ; and that whatever adds to and promotes the general 
growth and prosperity of New York, exerts a similar influ- 
ence over the interests of Brooklyn. 

Your Committee deem it no more than an act of prudence 
on tho part of the Common Council of this City to remon- 
strate against the passage of the proposed laws so far as they 
interfere with the vested rights of this City, or will tend to 
injure the navigation of the East River. The establishment 
-of a permanent line is desired for the City of Brooklyn, and 
the only question with the Committee on this part of the sub- 
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ject is whether it is not brought out farther into the river 


than is necessary. 

The proposed line is laid out at a distance of about two 
hundred feet beyond the present line where the wharves 
commence, so as torun at the end of the pier used by 
the Fulton Ferry Co. This will be the line ifadopted from 
which in future the wharves and piers are to be extended 
into the river, so that it probably will contract the river four 
or five hundred feet in width and consequently increase the 
rapidity of the current. 


Your Committee recommend the adoption of the follow- 
ing Resolution, 


Resolved, If the Board of Aldermen concur, that a respect- 
ful memorial and remonstrance be prepared by the Counsel, 
and forwarded to the Legislature under the seal of the Com- 
mon Council, against the passage of any law establishing a 
permanent line for the city of Brooklyn, or any law granting 
to the owners of land fronting on the East river, any right to 
build wharves and docks in the same, by which the rights of 
the Corporation of the City of New York to the land lying 
between high and low water mark on the Brooklyn shore, 
shall in any way be interfered with or impaired: and also 
against the passage of any law which shall injure the navi- 
gation of the East river: and prayiug the Legislature to in- 
sert in any act that may be passed in relation to building docks 
and piers on the Brooklyn shore, or establishing a permar 
nent line for the city of Brooklyn a section reserving to the 
City of New York its jurisdiction over, and right to the land 
between high and low water, from the Wallabout to Red 
Hook as granted by the charter of the said City and confirm- 
ed by law. 


D. P. INGRAHAM, 2 Committe on 
JOHN CLEAVELAND, Wharves and 
WM. POWER, § Slips. 
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COMMUNICATION 


HIS HONOR THE MAYOR. 


GENTLEMEN OF THE Common CouNcIL, 


I beg leave to call your attention to the enclosed printed 
Report by J. G. Swift, Esq. Engineer to the Common Coun- 
cil of the City of Brooklyn, givinga plan of a water line, &c. — 
C. W. LAWRENCE. 
New- York, 28th, December 1835. on 


NOTICE.—Notice is hereby given that application will be 
made to the Legislature of the State of New York, at its next. 
Session, for an act authorising the owners of the lands front- 
ing on the Kast river and bay of New York, between Atlantie 
street and Red Hook Point, in the city of Brooklyn, and their 
heirs and assigns, to erect and maintain bulkheads, wharves, 
and docks fronting on their respective grounds, and extending 
from Jow water mark into the said bay on Kast river, so far 
as that the water at the end of the said bulkheads, wharves 
and docks shall be at least twelve feet deep at ebb tide, or 
ordinary low water, and to construct and form the requisite 
piers and slips fronting said wharves, and to receive reasona- 
ble and accustomed wharfage and dockage from persons 
using the same. ’ 


TisceberAdin dS obi, 


REPORT, 


Made by order of the Common Council of the City of Brook- 
lyn, on the Water Line of that city, by 
J. G. SWIFT, 
Engineer. 


Crry or Brooxiyn, Srpr. 10, 1835. 


To the Mayor and Common Council of the City of Brooklyn. 
GENTLEMEN, 

By the request of your Board, through the Mayor 
and Alderman Anderson, I have been exploring the water 
lines of this city on the east river, and examining their depths 
and the position of shoals, and the action of the currents, 
from ten fathoms depth of water west of Red Hook, through 
the Butter Milk and Main channels, to the boundary of the 
city east of, and adjacent to the Navy Yard; for the purpose 
of submitting to you a plan to establish permanently a. line 
of Docks, Piers and Basins, so as to afford security and 
convenience to the commerce of this part of ‘New York — 
Harbor. 

A system of coustruction of so much moment requires ex- 
amination into the extent and probable increase of the com- _ 
merce of Brooklyn before any plan can be adopted with 
propriety. 

The commerce of the cities of New York and Brooklyn 
are of necessity so commingled, that for all purposes which 
sustain the trade of these communities, the interests of both 
are, and must continue to be one interest, 
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Every plan of improvement, therefore, which either city. 
may make, that effects the real estate contiguous to those 
improvements, or that involves public health, and conveni- 
ence, should be executed under a conviction of the truth of 
the. position just stated. 

The Foreign commerce of this harbor already puts in re- 
quisition the docks at Brooklyn, and it is apparent that the 
coasting trade is rapidly increasing, and that the late acts 
of our Legislature to enlarge the Erie Canal, will cause an 
enlarged structure of lake and other boats, to convey produce’ 
to this market, and that conveyance will be without stopping ° 
for transhipment as heretofore, at the junction of the Canal 
with the Hudson; this increase of vessels will call for an 
increase of accommodation in piers and basins to be concen- 
trated near the usual points of business; an accommodation 
which the extended, and more remote position of the North. 
River shore, does not yield; while upon the shore of the 
East River of the city there are commodious sites for busi- 
ness, and especially for the trade coming down the Harlem 
river, and the Sound. But the principal point for business 
has been and will continue for some time to be in the south 
part of the city of New York. Therefore the sbores of Brook- 
lyn do offer great advantages in time and distance, those im- 
portant elements in commercial transactions. : 

In the course of a few years the population of New York 
and Brooklyn, will amount to half a million of souls. The 
cause that located these places was convenience of trade and 
intercourse: that cause is daily augmenting, and every im- 
provement that is made, should have reference to what will 
be the condition of this people a few years hence. 

The economy of time and consequently of distance, that. 
is so important to merchants, will concentrate at an early day 
the commerce of New York harbor within as limited an area 
as the improved navigation of the harbor can permit,—to 

facilitate which the existing channels should be cleared out, 
and rendered of easy access to vessels of all classes. . Such 


ap. 
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benefits may be promoted by opening the obstructed water 
course that now seperates York Island from the main land, 
id est by clearing out Harlem river from the Hudson to the 
East river, for ship navigation. 

For the greater accommodation of the shipping of New 
York and Brooklyn, i.e. to yield a very extensive water line 
within narrow limits, a ship canalcan unite the deep water 
of the East river at Corler’s Hook to the deep water in Go- 
wanus Bay, across the low ground from the Wallabout to 
Gowanus Bay, wide enough for all purposes of commerce on 
both sides of the canal. 

A further important consideration connected with this sub- 
ject of economy of time &c, is the termination of the conflict 
of tides that now renders Hurl Gate a troublesome, and often 
tedious pass, by involving much loss of time in inability to 
arrive at that pass within particular moments of tide. These 
obstacles could be obviated, and at the same time promote 
the concentration of commerce, by uniting the cities of New 
York and Brooklyn bya Dyke of stone, from the foot of Catha- 
rine street New York, to that of Main street in Brooklyn, and 
thus terminate the conflict of tide; for the difference of time 
in the tides of Sandy Hook, and the Sound, which causes the 
chief part of this conflict, would thereby be resolved into the 
usual time of gradual ebb and flow, terminating high and low 
water at the two sides of the Dyke. 

Ice being a great inconvenience to the navigation of the 
Harbor, some plan to diminish its obstruction is desirable. 

I have thought that the use of Boom Rafts might answer 
avaluable purpose. One to be anchored off the Battery, 
another off Castle Williams, and another off Red Hook. Of 
course these rafts would require the use of heavy timbers, 
and heavy chains, and cable anchors. 

They would serve by means of swinging into the neces- 
sary direction, to turn the ebb tide ice of the North river to 
the Jersey flats, and the flood tide ice from the Buttermilk 
and East river channels. 
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_ Without further general remark in this place, I will pro- 
ceed to the preliminary consideration of the position, and. 
shape of the ground at Brooklyn, on the margin of the East 
river; for the proper location and construction of piers and 
basins must in some degree depend. upon the situation of the 
streets that lead to them. 

From the angle that is formed by the two lines of shore at 

, Fulton street extending eastwardly to the Navy Yard, and 
westwardly to Red Hook, it is reasonable to conclude that 
the points which jut into the east river are sustained by some 
hard nucleus, perhaps a series of insulated rocks, similar to 
those that shew themselves at Fisher street, and also those 
that lay at the entrance of the Wallabout. 

Tf these shores had not been sustained by some hard sub- 
stance, the increased velocity to which the tide has been 
forced for many years past by the narrowing of the East 
river, must have washed away more of the Brooklyn shore 
than it has done, for the tide from between the Battery and 
Governor’s Island runs with great force against Brooklyn, 
and with that of the Buttermilk channel has formed, near the 
Brooklyn shore, a deeper channel than did exist formerly, 
and leaving a comparative shoal extending eastwardly from 
‘Governor’s Island. 

The heights of Brooklyn that slope to the water from Pop- 
lar street to opposite the property of Mr. Joralemon, will ne- 
cessarily regulate the position of any street that may extend 
from Fulton street by the base of these heights to the south 
west, it being believed that cutting down the bank is no lon- 
ger contemplated. This beliefis derived from the following 
considerations. 

st. There would be little use in any sloping or cutting 
down the heights that did not extend from Fulton street at 
its junction with Middagh street. 

2d. Such a slope would form too large an angie with the 
horizon for convenient transportation of merchandise. 

8d. There has been so much expense involved in improve- 
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ment and buildings, that any system of cutting down this ex- 
tensive surface would involve an enormous pecuniary sacri- 
fice: 

4th. It is for the health and social comfort of this growing 
city, that these heights should be laid out and finished as a 
public walk. 

The present system of storage of bulky merchandise in 
Furman strect will gradually become less desirable to pro- 
prietors, because the property there is rapidly enhancing in 
value, and will soon involve too much capital, whereas other 
and less valuable positions can be located and occupied for 
such storing, and involve a small money capital. 

This change of location, and the contemplated opening 
and widening of Furman-street into Fulton-street, will pro- 
mote. the improvement of the water front of Furman-street 
by permitting the construction of ranges of buildings similar 
to those on South-street, in the opposite city, but upon a 
more commodious scale, and by giving a wider space be- 
tween the stores and the front of the piers. j 


The east side of Furman-street that bounds upon the slope 
of the heights, should have its buildings so finished that the 
-rear walls of the buildings should be of that proportionate 
thickness, and sustained by buttresses extending into the 
bank, which the laws of the pressure of banks of earth 
against walls are known to require. 


Such asystem of buildings can be erected to conform to 
such a regulation of the heights as would make them a pub- 
lic promenade : thus, to advance Columbia-street to the 
west so asto pass twenty feet beyond the brink of the heights, ' 
and to depress the bed of that street ten feet below the 
assumed level of the public walk, then to form the junction 
of Columbia with Joralemon and Poplar streets by giving 
both of the last named streets two grades each, from Hicks 
street to Columbia and Furman-streets, then by grading 
Pierrepont and Pineapple-streets to the depressed grade of 
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Columbia-street, a public ride or promenade might be 
secured in perpetuity. 

The immediately preceding remarks more particularly 
pertain to the form and position of the shores adjacent to the 
water front of the city, from Fulton Ferry to Atlantic-street’ 

T will now note that part of the East river space of the city, 
from Fulton Ferry to the Navy Yard. 

Before docks were built on this shore, the water was 
deeper than at present; since they have been made, and 
during the operation of excavating and removing the sand 
hills, the rains have washed much of the sand into the river, 
and occasioned shoal water ; this formation of shoal has been 
increased by the eddies of the ebb tide around the heads of 
the piers that project to equal distances. 


Whatever plan, therefore, may be adopted for the form 
and position of water line on this front of the city, it should 
interfere as little as possible with the action of the tides. 


In reference to the shores of Brooklyn, east of the Navy, 
Yard, it is difficult to determine upon any definite plan of 
extending the fronts of the lots bordering on the Wallabout, 
into deep water, until the United States determine whether 
or not to maintain the Navy Yard in its present position—and 
if the Yard be there maintained, then until the United States 
determine upon what permanent form to give the shores of the 
Yard and the flats, and what disposition is to be made of the 
channel that intersects the flats. Moreover, the plan of docks 
at the Wallabout, must in some degree, depend upon the 
adjustment of the authority that interferes with the right of 
extending docks from the Wallabout shore of Brooklyn, on a 
direct line to the navigable waters of the harbour. 

. The shores adjacent to the water front of Brooklyn, that 
extends from Atlantic street to Red Hood, are bounded by a 
wide extent of flats, and a narrow ship channel between 
those flats and Governor’s Island ; it will therefore be neces- 
sary in establishing a water line on this shore, to construct 
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the work in sucha manner as not to injure the channel, 
which is a high-way to the citizens of the United States. 

The deep water between the cities and Governor’s Island, 
and extending to the Jersey shore, is often thrown into com- 
motion by winds, it is therefore necessary that the vessels 
moored at the piers on the Brooklyn shore, should be pro- 
tected from the waves which the westerly winds set in. 

The form and position of structures to afford this protec- 
tion become an important consideration, and their location 
will necessraily be limited to a few positions. 

It is a generally received maxim in engineering, that in 
reference to preserving ship channels, too much uncertainty 
exists, as to what would be the consequence of interfering 
with the beds of deep currents of water, to justify any great 
obstraction to their passage, or to force such currents into 
new directions. 


The force of the tides between the islands and cities have 
been gradually increasing from the date of extending the 
wharves and streets from the original hard land towards the 
channel, so that there is now a general depth of five to six 
fathoms of water near the pier heads on the York city front, 
from Corler’s Hook to Old Slip, while the channel between 
the flats of Long Island and Governor’s Island, has been 
deepened by the action of the tide from three to five fathoms 
of water. 


From the examination and measurements which I have 
made of the water and of the adjacent shores, from the Wall- 
about to Red Hook, I am of opinion, that, in order to pro- 
mote the conveniences of commerce, and to secure a safe 
mooring to shipping at the Brooklyn docks, a resort must be 
made to a system of Pier heads, Basins, and Break-waters, 
within a water line to be established by the constituted au- 
thorities of this city—to pier heads from the Navy Yard to 
Fulton street Ferry—to Pier heads behind a Break-water 
from Fulton Ferry to Atlantic street, and to Pier heads with- 
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in a Basin from Atlantic street to Red Hook ;—the whole of 
this line of works should be constructed so as to offer the 
least practicable resistance to the motion of the tides. 


Section Ist—Which extends from the Navy Yard to Ful- 
ton Ferry; upon the map of this section I have marked a 
line for the permanent Pier head water line, beyond which, 
it would not be advisable to permit the extension of Docks ; 
this line, upon the assumption that the map is accurate, ¥ 
have noted to be limited to given and marked distances 
from the shore, and limited generally to four fathoms at low 
water. 


Secrion 2d.—from Fulton street dock to Atlantic street 
dock ; upon this map I have marked a line at given distan- 
ces from the shore, which I recommend as the permanent 
water front of the Pier heads in that section, and in depth of 
weter of from four to five fathoms at low water. In front of 
this line a Breakwater will be necessary to cover the shipping 
from the storms over the open reach to Jersey shore; The 
Breakwater will be required to extend from the front of Jo- 
talemon to the front of Orange streets. The location of this 
defence will necessarily be at a distance of not exceeding two 
hundred feet from the Pier heads—or it must be located on 
a range from the east point of Governor’s Island, in from four 
to seven fathoms of water, and in such manner as to cut the 
ebb tide so as not to interfere injuriously with its motion— 
such a location and construction is in my opinion practicable. 


Section 3d.—On the map of this section I have traced 
a line for a permanent water line from Atlantic street to 
Red Hook, near the edge of the flats, in depths varying from 
two to six feet of water at low tide; this line is intended to 
form the inner boundary of a basin, and from which line, 
piers should project, and that such projection of piers should 
not extend more than one hundred and fifty feet, so as not to 
interfere with the location of the outer wall of the basin, in a 
depth of water not to exceed twelve feet at low water. The 
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construction of the whole of this inner line should be com- 
menced as nearly at the same time as may be, in order to 
give an early knowledge of the effects that its location may 
have upon the Buttermilk channel ; and therefore the exten- 
sion of insulated piers across the flats to deep water is not 
advisable, because they would produce eddies and motions 
of mud that might lead to injurious effects upon the channel. 
The body of water which covers the flats at high water, per- 
mits much of the force of the ebb tide to expend itself by 
diffusion, and thus prevents sudden changes of the bottom, 
near the edge of the deep water. : 

In former days, when Buttermilk channel was shallow, 
there existed a very small shoal, extending from the south- 
west point of Governor’s Island, while a long shoal extended. 
from the east point of the same Island ; at the present day, 
the increased velocity of the tide, that has been caused by 
the narrowing of the East River between the two cities, has 
carried off the shoal at the east point, while a long shoal has 
been formed extending to the south-west,from the south-west 
point of Governor’s Island ; in the course of these changes, 
Buttermilk channel has become a ship channel of five fathoms 
depth at low water. 

The foregoing are among the chief facts that have induced 
me to recommend the commencement of the water line near 
the margin of the flats. 

The increased depth which will be necessary within the 
basin, up to the inner water line, must be acquired by dredg- 
ing the bottom, the materials from which to be used in fill- 
ing in behind the inner water line. 

_ Of the material to be used, and the mode of constructing the 
works recommended in this Report. ' 

The permanency and healthful effect of using durable ma- 
terials in the construction of piers, and the evils that have 
resulted from the want of these in the city of New York, 
combine to prove that stone is the proper material to be used 
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za forming the faces of the piers, break-waters, and basins 
at Brooklyn. . 

Of construction. Whenever the action of the tide is or 
may become so rapid as to move the shoal or other substance 
of the bed of the river, the foundatton of the faces of these 
works should be laid upon pile heads that are driven to, or 
sawed off at the surface of the bottom; these piles should im 
all cases where practicable, to be driven to a depth so that 
their points should be on a level with the bottom of the chan- 
nel, consequently the piles that may become bare by the 
action of the tide, should be covered with copper to avoid the 
worms. 

The stone to be used in this construction should be in mas- 
ses of a length not less than six feet for the faces, and of a 
girth not less than four feet. 

The mode of laying these stone should be in quadrangular 
Piers of not less than six feet sides and in successive layers 
of “‘ cob work” from the bottom or pile heads to the surface 
of low water, and the tops united by stone cap sills. 

Of the expense of construction, some definite data is derived 
from the fact that in Narraganset and Buzzard’s bays, stone 
can be delivezed at the places where piers are constructing, 
at the rate of sixty-eight cents per ton of about twelve cubic 
feet. York Island, the Palisades, Kingsbridge, Yonkers and 
Harlem river abound in stone of a proper quality for the use 
works. 

The'dredging may be accomplished by the use of such 
machines as that of Mr. Griswold and of Messrs. Randall, : 
Holmes and Haskel, at the rate of from fourteen to twenty- 
one cents per cubic yard. The breakwater would consume 
about 400,000 cubic feet of face stone, and about 500,000 
cubic feet of rubble. The basin would consume 400,000 
cubic feet of face stone, and 800,000 cubic feet of Rubble. 
Aboht 7000 piles would accomplish all the foundation requi- 


ring such work. The dredging wonld amount to about800,000 
cubic yards. 
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_ The cost of these materials would be, upon the eee 
dee, $133,000 ; the dredging out the basin, $168,000 ; the 
delivery of the excavation about the same amount $168,000; 
the piling $38,000. For all the other workmanship I have 
not as yet sufficient data to speak with precision; it need 
not, however, to exceed $525,000, making a total of one mil- 
lion and thirty-three thousand dollars for the basin and break- 
water, and the inner water line from Atlantic street to Red 
Hook, and dredging out the basin. 
Respectfully submitted, ; 
J. G. SWIFT. 
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DOCUMENT No. 62. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY 8th, 1836. 


Semi-annual Report of the Superintendent of Lamps and 


Gas. Referred to Lamp and Gas Committee and ordered to 
be printed. 


Wo. Hacanorn, Clerk, 


The Superintendent of Lamps and Gas, begs leave to offer 
the following Report of the Department of which he has 
charge, for the six months ending January Ist 1836. 


Inventory of Stock on hand January 1st, 1836. 


Oil, - - - - - - 938 Gallons. 
New;Lamps complete, - - - 136 
Second hand do good, - - - 35 
New gas Lamps complete, - - 179 
do do do Frames, - - - 103 
Market and Signal Lamps, - - 12 
New Gas Posts, - - - - 673 
do. WipGOu, - + - - - 538 


There has been erected by Resolutions of the Common 
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Council from July the Ist 1835, to January Ist 1836, 203 ex- 
tra Oil Lamp Posts, and 248 Gas Posts, 222 of which are | 
lighted. The whole number of Public Lamps at present is 
6,232 extending over a surface of about one hundred and 
seven miles. 5,544 Lamps is at present lighted with oil, and 
668 with gas. The whole amount of oil purchased by this 
Department for the six months ending January Ist, 1836, is 








24,828 Gallons. Cost, $20,836 85 

Average cost per gallon 85cts. 

There has been delivered to lighters 21,935 Gallons 

Cost, $18,644 75 

Delivered to Public institutions 1955 gallons. 

Cost, $1661 75 

Glazing Bill for six months, - - 532 14 

Tinners do - - - - - 168 62 

Spirits of Turpentine, - - - 71 13 

Cost of lighting, - - - - 14,288 53 
$33,705 17 


Average Number of Lamps lighted with oil during the time, 
5,788. Average cost of each Lamp for six months $5 53 or 
$11 6 1-4 per year. Of the 668 Lamps lighted with gas 446 
is lighted by the lighters of the New York gas Co. at an ex- 
pense of 2 cents per Lamp each night, and 222 is lighted by 
the lighters of the Corporation, at an expense of one and a 
half cents per Lamp each night. Ayerage number of Lamps 
lighted by the New York Gas Co during the time 443. Cost 
of gas for each Lamp, $3 19. 


443 is = - - - - - $1413 17 
Cost of Lighting, - - “ 1285 50 
Glazing Bill,- - - - = 07 22 
Turpentine, Oil and Brushes, - - 386 18 
Gas Co’s Bill of Sundries, - - - 18 31 
Tinners Bill, - - - - 32 68 





$2893 06 
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The whole expense for each Lamp for six months is $6 53 
or $13 6 1-4 per year, which is $2 more per year for a gas 
Lamp than Oil. Independent of the difference in the original 
cost and expense of keeping in repair Oil and Gas, Lamps, 
Posts and fixtures; the original cost of an Oil Lamp Post 
with Lamp complete, and fitting up is about $8 25. The 
cost of a gas Post with lamp complete and fitting up is about 
$27, and the expense for repairsis nearly in proportion to the 
original cost of each. Yet when the importance of having 
the city well lighted and the superiority of good gas over oil 
for that purpose is considered the extra expense for gas would 
seem unimportant, provided the object could be by that 
means obtained. But it is to be regretted that although se- 
veral streets and parts of streets are nominally lighted with 
gas, causes exist, that renders streets thus lighted but little 
if any advantage over streets lighted with oil. 

First, the frequent short supply of gas furnished for the 
lamps until late in the evening after the stores are closed, 
and the consumption of gas consequently diminished. Sec- 
ondly, the inability of the Superintendent to have such re- 
pairs as are almost daily required to some of the conductors, 
(unless such repairs be made at the expense of the Corpora- 
tion,) attended to with that fidelity and promptness that the 
importance of the case requires ; and Thirdly, the frequent 
inferiority or impurity of the article furnished by the Manu- 
factory. The importance of having the public streets well 
Lighted is acknowledged by all, and in order to accomplish 
(as far as could then be done) this desirable object, the cor- 
poration of the City of New York on the 12th day of May 
1823, entered into a contract with the New York Gas Co. to 
furnish a sufficient supply of the best quality of gas for all 
the public Lamps, they might from time to time be required 
to light with Gas south of a line running parallel with Grand 
street; and in return for the advantages contemplated to be 
derived from having that part of the City well lighted; the 
Corporation granted to the New York Gas Co. the exclusive 
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privilege of laying their pipes and vending Gas in all the 
Streets south of said line. The whole number of Public 
Lamps furnished with Gas up to the Ist of September 1835, 
(although a much larger number had for several years been 
ordered by the Common Council to be erected and lighted) 
was 444, during a period of nearly eleven years from the 
commencement of said company to manufacture Gas. Since 
the first of Augnst 1835, 248 more Gas Posts have been 
erected, 222 of which are lighted by the before-named con- 
tract with the New York Gas Co., the Corporation agree to 
be at the expense of Lamps, Lamp Irons, Lamp Posts and 
fittings up, but at no other expense for fixtures, conduct- 
ors, repairs or on any other account whatsoever. 

Believing from the particular and specific enumeration of 
the several items, for which the corporation are properly 
chargeable, that all expenses other than those enumerated 
was intended and so agreed to be borne by the New York 
Gas Co, it does nevertheless appear, that considerable sums 
of money have from time to time been paid, by the corpora- 
tion for services, which the New York Gas Co. were by 
their contract bound to have paid themselves. Under a gen- 
eral charge for erecting Gas Posts, I find the corporation have 
paid for tapping the main pipes of the company, and for lay- 
ing the service pipe, from the mains to the Lamp Posts ; this 
it will be seen (even though there was no contract to the 
contrary) is an unusual and entirely extra charge, it being 
notoriously the custom of the company at their own expense - 
to bring the service pipe to the wall of the house or place, 
proposed to be lighted. Having been directed by the Cum- 
mon Council to erect Gas Posts, in several streets designed 
to be lighted with Gas, I proceeded agreeably with the con- 
tract, to erect the Posts and Lamp Irons and place 
Lamps therein, I then gave notice to the company that said 
Posts were ready to receive the Gas, and requested them to 
furnish it, and was informed the company was ready to fur- 
nish the Gas, and would as soon as I should lay the service 
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pipe, this (believing it to be the duty of the company to do,) 


I positively declined doing, having waited some two or three 
weeks, in order that the company might have time to con- 
sider and commence laying the service pipe, and the com- 
pany still neglecting to do it I gave notice to the company 
through their agent Mr. Morrison, that unless the com- 
pany should by a given time commence the laying of 
said service pipe a prosecution would be commenced against 
them for a violation of their contract, and was soon atter in 
formed by said Morrison, that the company had agreed and 
given himorders to commence the laying of said pipe which 
he did, and the Lamps were lighted. Here another difficulty 
arose, the Company insisting that it was their right to light 
at an expense of two cents per lamp, all the Gas Lamps that 
might be erected and asserting a determination to make the 
usual charge, even though the lamps should be lighted by the 
lighters of the corporation. 

Sensible of the responsibility and actuated solely by a 
desire honestly to perform my duty, I endeavored to ascer- 
tain the the justice of the claim set up by the New York Gas 
Company, and having become convinced that their claim was 
groundless, I decided to retain in possession of the Corpora- 
tion lighters, the Gas Lamps that I had erected and thereby 
save to the Corporation the extra price charged by the 
Gas Company for performingthat service. As the Company 
now receive for lighting 444 Lamps seven hundred dollars 
per year more than would be paid were said Lamps lighted 
by Lighters of the Corporation. By a bill rendered at my re- 
quest of all demands held by the N. York Gas Co., against the 
Corporation of the city of New York on the 16th of January, 
1835, are the following charges for cash paid to John Morri- 
son, for connecting 222 Lamp Posts at $1 25 each, $277 50. 
If the Gas Company have paid Mr. Morrison $277 50, for 
connecting Lamp Posts; they have surely paid such amount 
in their own wrong and Mr. Morrison has been twice paid 
for the same thing, the Corporation having already paid Mr. 
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Morrison, as: his bills in the City Comptroller’s office. will 
show $1 75 for erecting and connecting said posts; but the 
truth appears to be, that it is only a new name under which 
the Corporation are to pay for tapping Mains and laying ser- 
vice pipes, this being the first time although Mr. Morrison 

has erected nearly all the Posts previously put up that any 
such charge has been made by the Gas Company. 


The price heretofure paid by the Corporation for erecting 
Gas Posts, was $3 dollars per Post, but if my understanding 
of the subject is correct the cost of erecting the present Posts 
will be but $175; in said bill a charge is also made of $3 88 
per post for fittings, amounting in all to $861 36. 


On an examination of the bills in the office, I find that con- 
siderable sums of money have been paid by the Corporation 
for opening groundand repairing pipes, and notwithstanding 
the Corporation by their contract with the New York Gas 
Company are declared to be exempt from all charges for 
repairs, it appears from said bills that all repairs either to 
Pipes or Posts have been charged to and paid for by the Cor- 
poration. With regard to the Lamps generally, I would 
respectfully ask the attention of the Common Council to the 
subject of establishing a permanent distance at which the 
Lamps should be placed. 


Sensible of, and admonished by the already great and ra- 
pidly increasing expenses of this Department, I have careful- 
ly examined the present arrangement of the public lamps and 
am of the opinion, that an alteration thereof, although it 
would add to the present expenses of this Department, 
would go far to remove the present cause of complaint of the 
light in the Public Streets, and T would therefore suggest that 
a law be passed defining the distance at which Lamps 
(according to the width of the streets) should be placed. Such 
a regulation would give to each street its proper proportion 
of light, regulate the unequal distances at which the Lamps 
now stand and give a uniformity of light to the whole. 
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The plan heretofore pursued in most of the wide Streets 
and Avenues of doubling or placing Lamps directly oppo- 
site to each other, fails in my opinion to produce the end 
designed, the Lamps being thus placed from eighty to a hun- 
dred feet, and in some cases still farther apart, emit an 
oblique ray of light of about twenty-seven feet, leaving the 
intervening angles perfectly .unlighted, whereas the same 
number of Lamps placed on an angle would give an equal 
and nearly a continuous body of light. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


ALLAN M. SNIFFEN. 


Superintendent of Lamps and Gas. 
February 1st. 1836. 

















DOCUMENT No. 63. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY 8th, 1836. 


Preamble and Resolutions in reference to the construction 
of a Canal from the, Erie Canal at Rochester to Olean on the 
Alleghany &c, presented by Mr. Cleveland. Laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. . 

Wn. Hacapvorn, Clerk. 


, 


Whereas, It is the deliberate opinion of this Common Coun- 
cil that to the construction of the Erie and Champlain Canals 
is to be attributed in no small degree the great increase in 
the assessed valuation of the Real Estate in the City and 
County of New York, from fifty four millions (the assessed 
value in the year 1825) to one hundred and forty three mil- 
lions of Dollars, assessed. valuation in the year 1835. 

Ani Whereas, By the expenditure of less than One Million 
of Dollars a Canal can be constructed from the Erie Canal 
at Rochester to Olean on the Alleghany, by which the Hud- 
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son River will be connected with the rich and fertile valleys 
of the Ohio and Mississippi, and a communication thereby 
formed of more than Ten Thousand Miles with navigable , 
Rivers that water Thirteen States, through which channel © 
of communication immense quantities of choice Timber and 
other productions of the Great Valleys of the West would be 
brought to the City of New York. 

Therefore Be it Resolved, That this Common Council regard 
the construction of the proposed Canal from the Erie Canal 
at Rochester to Olean on the Alleghany River, through the 
Valleys of the Genesee and Alleghany, as an object of great 
importance to the State and especially to the City of New 
York. 

Resolved, That His Honor The Mayor be requested to 
transmit Copies of the foregoing Preamble, and these Reso- 
lutions to the Senators from the first Senatorial District and 
to the Members of Assembly from the City and County of 
New York. 

















DOCUMENT No. 64. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, | 


FEBRUARY 8th, 1836. 


Report of the Committee on Roads and Canals on the 
resolution to open, grade and work on a permanent plan all 
the Avenues on the Island, and the Petitions to Macada- 
mize the 10th Avenue. Laid on the table and ordered to be 


printed. 
Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Committee on Roads and Canals to whom was refer- 
red the annexed resolution relative to opening and working 
all the Avenues and parts of Avenues not opened or worked 
and also the several petitions for macadamizing the tenth 
Avenue. 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That the resolutions contain three propositions. Ist, To 
obtain by cession or by process of law, the opening of all the 








Doc. No. 64.] 562 


Avenues not opened at the present time. 2nd, To fix perma- 
nently the grade of the same and to prepare the profile there- 
of. 3rd, To work ina permanent manner as soon as can be 
done with a due regard to the interests of all, and to econo- 
my, all such Avenues when opened. 

On the first proposition your Committee have in a former | 
report expressed their opinion, that it is inexpedient under so 
general a proceeding to attempt the opening of all the streets 
of one hundred feet in width on the Island, and the same 
reasons apply to the present proposition in regard to the 
Avenues. Some of the Avenues are opened, others are now 
in progress, and petitions are now circulating as your Com- 
mittee are informed for the opening of others; so that the 
) Common Council will shortly have an opportunity of acting 
upon the question of opening these Avenues from the City 
‘in almost every case which remains undecided, in reference 
to the different Avenues, instead of taking the whole in one 
general proceeding. Such a course will also give a fair op- 
portunity to the owners of lots on the several Avenues to be 
heard,which might not be the case if the present proposal was 

adopted. Your Committee are therefore of opinion that it 
is not advisable to adopt this part of the resolution at this 
time. 

The second proposition to prepare a grade, and profile of 
the Avenues, is perfectly correct and necessary ; but as the 
Common Council have ordered the profiles to be made of the 
whole Island up to 135th street, and as that work is now in 
progress and the grade of the Avenues is so entirely connect- 
ed with the grade of the adjoining streets that the same can- 
not be separated, your Committee think that the passage of 
» this part of the resolution would not expedite the proposed 
measure. 

The third proposition to work and complete on a perma- 
nent plan the Avenues of the City, is a matter of more impor- 
tance as regards the improvement of the upper portion of the 
Island, as well as the general interests of the City. 
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Some of the Avenues on the western and eastern side of 
the Island are of so limited an extent, owing to the variations 
in the shore of the Island, as to forbid the expectation that 
they will, at least fora long period of time be wanted or used 
for the purpose of travel by the great body of the popu- 
lation of this city; but the avenues from the 2nd to the 10th 
inclusive, will be always the channels through which the 
travel from one end of the Island to the other must take place, 
How soon these will all be required for this purpose, it is not 
necessary now to state. The future increase of the City 
and the consequent demand for additional Avenues will be 
continually presenting to the Common Council, the impor- 
tance and necessity of giving more facilities in reaching the 
upper part of the Island. It appears to be the wish of the 
people that the means of access to the settled part of the , 
Island should be made as free and easy as possible, and in © 
the opinion of the Committee the working of an additional 
avenue at this time is greatly needed. While the Common 
Council are very properly establishing new ferries in differ- 
ent directions on the North and East rivers as called for by 
the public, and that at considerable expense to the City, your 
Committee are persuaded that it is alike the duty and inter- 
est of the Common Council to furnish toits own citizens within 
its bounds, the means of access to the different parts of the 
City on terms as favorable at least as are given to neighbor- 
ing towns and villages. There is no one who can deny the 
justice of this as a general principle, and in the opinion of 
your Committee, it is perfectly applicable to the question 
of working the main Avenues of the City. Many of these 
Avenues pass in the neighborhood of real estate belonging to 
the City, and in a pecuniary point of view it is for the interest 
of the City that the same should be worked and prepared 
for use as speedily as possible. The working and preparing 
for travel of these Avenues, while itadds to the value of lots 
fronting directly on the Avenue, yet tends far more to the 
general benefit and improvement of all the lands im that sec- 
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tion of the City. Such is not the case in regard to the streets 
which cross the Island. The grading or even macadamizing of 
a street would not improve the value of any property which 
was not situated directly on its route, and consequently the 
benefit is limited and therefore the expense should be confined 
to the property benefited: but from an Avenue so worked 
and macadamized, benefits would flow to all portions of the 
adjoining streets as well as to the land fronting directly upom 
it. It is traveled by persons going to all parts of the neigh- 
borhood through which it passes, and it affords facilities to 
the inhabitants of either extremity of the island to pass to the 
other. It thus adds materially to the general convenience 
and promotes the general good, and the City throughout its 
whole extent, in the lower as well as in the upper nt is 
continually deriving advantage from these modes of commu- 
nication. ‘The Committee are of opinion, and they doubt not 
that every reflecting mind must on examination agree with 
them, that there is a wide distinction between the benefit 
from an Avenue, and that from one of the cross streets ; and 
that as the benefit is so widely extended, principles of 
equity require that the owners of the adjacent land on the 
Avenues, should not be compelled to bear all the expense of 
preparing such Avenues for the travel of the public. The 
right which the public possess of passing through the streets 
when opened at private expense, must be pound in the prin- 
ciple that the benefit is natural and equal, and that the right 
of passing through one street is equalled and compensated. 
for by a similar right in another. But such an argument 
cannot be used to show a right of those who prepare a street, 
to the free use of an Avenue as a reciprocal and equal bene- 
fit. It will readily be seen that the free use of a street cross- 
ing the Island is not to be compared to that of an Avenue 
passing from one end of the City to’ the other. As there is 
no equality of benefit the injustice of the measure is apparent. 


Se 


__ Your Committee make these remarks in order to show that 
the working of the Avenues is very different from that of the 


a 
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‘streets, and while they do not recommend the working of 
any of the streets on this island at the public expense except 
so far as may be necessary to make ordinary roads for the 
public use, until the same shall be graded and regulated at 
private expense ; they at the same time have no hesitation 
in coming to the conclusion that the interests of the city will 
be promoted, by working more of the main avenues within 
its limits, and a fairer distribution of the public burdens be 
made by paying a portion of the expense thereof from the 
public treasury. Whatever expense is thus incurred by the 
City, your Committee are persuaded will be amply repaid 
by the increased amount of taxable property, and conse- 
quently by the increase of taxes received therefrom, inde- 
pendent of the additional convenience and accommodation 
of the Citizens. 

The whole expense of the 3rd Avenue from 28th street to 
Harlem Bridge, from the time of the first beginning to mac- 
adamize the same is less than $140,000 and this includes 
several thousands of dollars not properly chargeable to this 
measure. It must be remembered also that this Avenue 
‘was graded to 60 and in some places to 100 feet in width, 
which greatly added to the expense. 

Notwithstanding a great outcry was made at the time 
against this measure by some individuals, not so much from 
‘opposition to the principle as from fear of the waste of the 
public money by too profuse an expenditure of the same 3: 
yet your Committee believe that a very large portion of the 
citizens of New York are convinced of its propriety, and. 
would fully justify and approve of preparing an additional 
avenue for the public use. 

The benefits derived by the city from the working of the 
third avenue already have far exceeded the costs of its im- 
provement, in the increased value of the real estate owned 
‘by the Corporation and the increase of taxes. The part of 
the 12th Ward above twenty-first street which in 1834 paid 
$21,477 73 in taxes, is this year assessed $35,904 85, and 
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this amount of taxes may be easily doubled and trebled if 
the Common Council by providing easy means of access to 
it, will offer inducements to owners to improve and build, 
and to mechanics and others to reside there instead of going 
to neighboring villages and towns. 

Your Committee have presented only a few of the reasons 
which might be urged in favor of the principles which they 
have attempted to sustain, but they think they have offered, 
enough to prove the propriety of working a portion of the 
main avenues at the public expense. They are aware of the 
objection urged by the opponents of the measure. They 
know of only one, and that is urged more from a want of 
reflecting on and examining the subject than from. a serious 
conviction of the soundness of the objection. 

It is that this measure would be unjust to the owners of lots 
/ on the streets and particularly in the lower part of the city 
__ where they have been regulated and paved at private expense- 
Your Committee think they have answered this objection im 
the former part of this report, There is also another fact 
which should be remembered that the lower part of the city 
does not contain any avenues which are necessary for the 
general travel, unless perhaps Broadway and the Bowery 
for a short distance, and if there was any force in the objec- 
tion, it could not apply to any other streets there. But it is 
not applicable even in this case, in the opinion of your Com- ~ 
mittee and they think that the relative situation of the differ- 
ent avenues to the lower part of the city entirely remove, the 
force of the objection. 

Your Committee might also adduce many reasons why 
this section of the city has claims to some expenditures of 
the public money in this manner, as being the only way in 
which it can receive any share of the same; but they teel 
confident in the justice of the reasons before offered, and 
they prefer placing the decision of the question entirely 
upon general principles and the common interest, to any 
arguments drawn from sectional grounds. 

















567 [Doc. No. 64. 


They merely remark that this portion of the city, while it 

bears a full share of the public taxes, receives no benefit from 
cleaning streets, building reservoirs and laying water pipes, | 
building markets, wharves and docks, in the lower part of | 
the city, and various other expenditures, which are a gene- 
ral charge, except it be incidentally as a component part of 
the whole city, and that if the Common Council refuse the 
working the Roads and Avenues, they refuse to the upper 
portion of the Island any share of the public expenditures 
for years to come. 
. Your Committee have thus fully submitted their views of 
the propriety of working some portions of the Avenues at 
the public expense ; it remains for them to point out how 
much of this expense in their opinion should be defrayed 
by the public and what portion should be charged on the 
land fronting on them. 

The width of these Avenues is one hundred feet, and the 
land fronting on them will have to bear the whole expense 
of opening the same, and to pay for the land taken for such 
purposes. 

The width of the portion of the Third Avenue which is 
macadamized is twenty feet. This was found to be rather 
narrow, and at the upper end of the Avenue it was in- 
creased to twenty-five feet. In order to support this there 
should be a grading of at least forty feet in the centre of 
the Avenue, and if this width was graded by the public it 
would leave sixty feet on the width of the ordinary streets, 
to be graded by the owners of the adjoining land. 

Your Committee also recommend the macadamizing to be 
in width twenty-five feet, and that the side-walks and pa- 
ving, which will be seventy-five feet, be at the expense of 
the owners of the lands. 

In this way ample room will be provided for the public 
travel at the public expense, and the individual owners of 
lots will bear a share of the expense greater than those 
owning lots on the streets which cross the Island. Should 
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this course now recommended by the Committee be adopted, 
they would also suggest the propriety of directing the pro- 
prietors of lots on the Avenue, to grade the portions to be 
assessed on them at the same time with the other work, 
and as far as it shall be thought expedient at any time to 
macadamize the same, so that the whole work may progress 
together, and your Committee believe that the proposal to 
macadamize the centre of the Avenue will induce the own- 
ners of the property, fronting on the Avenues, to work the 
same far more speedily than would otherwise be done. 

"+ Tt would not be necessary or expedient at once to com- 
mence the working of all the Avenues even if they were 
opened, and your Committee do not recommend such a 
a measure at the present time. More Avenues are, however, 
now required, and the Committee recommend working the 
same as they are called for by the public wants. They are 
aware of the importance of this subject to the City general- 
ly as well as to the upper sections of it. In compliance 
with the directions of this: Board they have frankly given 
their views, as they believe calculated to promote the gene- 
ral welfare. It may appear to some that the Committee 
have recommended the expenditure of the public money 
without a prospect of adequate returns to the City; but 
they are persuaded that every man, who will without pre- 
judice give the subject a candid and impartial examination, 
must arrive at the same conclusion, that the principles laid 
down in this Report are correct, and that the course recom- 
mended will add materially to the growth, increase and im- 
provement of our City. 

On the Common Council rests the decision of the ques- 
tion whether by a free, enlightened and liberal course they 
will advance the interests, increase the population, aid the 
progress and develope the resources of the City, or whether 
, by a mistaken, contracted, and confined limit in public im- 
"provement, retard her growth and prosperity, and as in 
years past, drive from our own bounds the laborer and me- 
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chanic to seek in other towns and villages a home which he 


cannot procure here. Such has been and now is the case. | 


Such will still be the case if the same course of City Go- 
vernment in regard to public improvement shall be continu- 
nued, as past years have witnessed; and the time will 
come, (perhaps too late to remedy the evil,) when those 
who now oppose the improvements of the public Avenues, 
will find the mechanic interest, which a wise policy might 
have retained within our own limits, diverted to other places 


and so firmly fixed as to render difficult if not impossible 


its return. 

In determining which Avenue should be macadamized at 
this time, your Committee have taken into consideration the 
claims and wants of the different sections of the City. 
The Third Avenue has been macadamized to 109th-street 


and affords to the Eastern section of the Island a good road - 


at all seasons of the year. The Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and 
Seventh Avenues are not opened and probably will not be 
under the public controul for more than a year to come ; the 
Eighth Avenue to the Bloomingdale Road has been for 
some time preparing for public travel, but is not brought to 
the permanent grade, and it would not be advisable to ma- 
cadamize it unless the grade was changed according to the 
regulation as adopted by the Common Council. 

The mode in which that Road is now preparing will an- 
swer for a few years for the travel over the same to 59th- 
street. 

The Western section of the Island should in justice as 
well as ina due regard to the wants of the City, be furnish- 
ed with an Avenue similar to that on the Eastern side of the 
City, and your Committee have come to the conclusion from 
the facts above mentioned, and also in compliance with the 
numerous Petitions on this subject referred to them, that it 
is expedient to work the Tenth Avenue in the manner sug- 
gested. This Avenue runs through the whole Tsland from 
King’s Bridge and terminates at or near 12th-street. The 
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communication: from thence to Hudson-street is easy and 
short, and would thus lead to the lower part-of the City. 
Asthe Third Avenue is and must be the route of all East- 
ern travel, so the Tenth Avenue must be the route of the 
travel to the North. This Avenue is now opened to 71st- 
street, and the Committee recommend the commencement 
of working the same at or near 28th-street, the street where 
the work on the Third Avenue also begins. The Timber 
Dock’ now ordered to be built on the North River, besides. 
the intended erection of several Factories, and the great 
increase of population which must take place in that neigh- 
bourhood, also present additional reasons for the selection 
of this Avenue. 

Your Committee respectfully offer for the adoption of the 
Common Council the following Resolutions : 

Resolved, (if the Board of Aldermen concur,) That the 
Tenth Avenue be graded to the width of forty feet in the 
centre of the same, from 28th-street to 40th-street, and that 
as soon as may be done thereafter, twenty-five feet of the 
centre thereof be macadamized in the same manner as the 
Third Avenue. 

Resolved, That the Street Commissioner advertise for pro- 
posals therefor, and that the sum of Five Thousand Dollars 
be appropriated on account of the same. 

Resolved, That the residue of the said Avenue, between 
28th and 40th-streets, be graded and assessed in the usual 
manner on the adjoining lots, and that the Street Commis- 
sioner present the necessary Ordinance therefor. 

Respectfully submitted, 
D. P. INGRAHAM, )) Committee on 


JOHN. V. GREENFIELD, Roads and 
A. STEWART, Canals. 
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Communication from Ithiel Town, Esq. dated January 
28th, 1836, at Cincinnati, (Ohio,) containing suggestions for 
improving the style and manner of building in the city of 
New-York, &c. &c. presented by Mr. Cleaveland. Refer- 
red to the Special Committee on Fire Laws, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


Cincinnati, January 28th, 1836. 


The annexed sketch for improving the streets in the part 
of New-York lately destroyed by fire, was the result of se- 
veral days thought upon the subject, during my leisure at 
Louisville, (Ky.) some years ago. Being well acquainted 
with this part of the city, I have endeavorrd to take all the 
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circumstances into view. Coenties’ Slip should certainly 
be filled up so as’ to continue South-street, and then this 
Slip, Old Slip, and Hanover Square might be reduced with 
great propriety, for the important purpose of widening other 
streets and producing regular blocks of stores. By a large 
drawing showing the division of the squares into lots, it will 
be found that more good and regular lots may be had, and 
the streets be so much improved as in the aggregate, to ren- 
der this part of the city ten years hence, worth at least two 
million of dollars more than if rebuilt in the same irregular 
manner upon these narrow streets. To widen and straight- 
en Wall-street would be of immense importance, and Coffee 
House Slip, though filled up, should be wider toaccommodate 
the great business of owt-door sales as well as for air, Omni- 
busses, &c. A lot for an Exchange might be had, which in 
some measure, would comport with the wants of such a city, 
with very extensive office accommodations ; the one destroy- 
ed was a disgrace to the city in almost every respect—total- 
ly insufficient for the use of so important a commerce. 

That stores must and will be built 5 and 6 stories high in 
the lower part of this crowded city is beyond all doubt ; that 
-they may be so built with safety is equally true, and this too 
_in a-simple, secure and equally cheap mode. 

‘In the. first place; as a general mode, double party-walls 
should be done away; Ist, because they take up more ground, 
than perfectly secure ones wonld take up, or cover; 2nd be- 
cause they are weak and entirely insufficient to stand when 
unsupported by floors, roof, &c; 8rd, because they let the 
water down between them, and thereby impart dampness 
and great injury to. the goods in both stores ; 4th because 
there are few if any other cities that have generally adopted 
a mode so unnecessary and so totally devoid of strength and 
true ’economy—this reason at least shows that good: authority 

“~Imay be introduced toa contrary practice without producing 
any evil, Let there be a law to regulate party walls (as well 
as all others) at least so far as ‘relates to their mininum 
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sirength, &c. and a city Commissioner to see the law com- 
plied with, then in building next to a store already built, if the 
party wall is sufficient or according to law, its use for both 
stores is proper and the cost of it or its land or both, to be 
charged by the parties. If such partition wall is not suffi- 
cient, let it be rebuilt, which it might be without muchif any 
more trouble than occurs in securing such walls, for going 
down deeper as is now usual with the new store, it is easy to 
support the floors of an old store compared with supporting 
the same, with their party-wall. ‘ 

Double party walls generally take up 3 to 4 feet of the 
ground, in the basement of a store, and above that, seldom 
less than two feet, frequently something more, they are sel- 
dom perpendicular—one being frequently built against the 
other; and in all cases when perpendicular, if one wall is re- 
moved or falls down {as it is sure to do in case of fire) the 
other one has such a strong tendency to incline owt from under 
its own floors, both by its own gravity and the pressure of 
the weight it sustains that it seldom fails to do it more or less 
and sometimes is thrown down by a continuance of these 
two causes operating together. 

The case would be much more hazardous, when the walls 
incline, and that too, out from the standing store. To accom- 
plish the important object of building high stores, and to 
have the walls remain standing after a fire, I would refer to 
the sketch on the other side which admits equally of one or 
two party walls, one however would be perfectly secure if 
supported as thus represented by buttresses on both sides of a 
party-wall and on the inside only of either outside walls next ~ 
to the streets. These buttresses might project, far enough 
from the walls to render the wall perfectly secure, and yet 
not take up so much room or ground, asis covered by the 
present common practice of double party-walls, they would 
project from the walls 18 to 30 inches according as they 
swere for three to six stories stores, and the proportions would 
be greatest at the cellar, where least in the way, and. by 
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having wider foundations and well made at bottom, they 

would render an immense strength and stability to the wall, 

such as no extra thickness of walls, without buttresses would 

have, however thick or well built, indeed the idea of high 

walls being sufficiently safe against fire, even if 2 or 21-2 

feet thick is ridiculous, a good wall 3 feet thick and 60 feet 

high would be thrown down either by fire or wind, when 

unsupported, but if you build a wall one foot thick and sup- 

port it once in 12 or 15 feet on one orboth sides with but- 

tresses projecting i 1-2 to 2 1-2 feet, this wall will stand per- 
fectly secure after a fire, as well as resist the wind much 
better than even a wall four feet thick; and yet without taking 
half the materials or occupying more than about a third of the 
ground. Any objection that these buttresses are in the way 
of sheling or goods in stores are not real, in any respect nor 
toany extent because, (besides that they take less room thana 
continued party wall) they are at suitable distances to admit 
deep shelving between them, which wenld either come just 
even with them, and fall back 4 to 5 inches from the front 
line of the buttresses, which in such case might be handsome- 
ly closed so as to form a handsome ante or pilaster in fancy 
stores, or be plain in wholesale stores not requiring any 
great degree of beauty ; thus, more beauty might be given 
to any class of stores, and even a saving of room in all cases 
obtained. But another immensely important object will be 
obtained in this arrangement as sketched, viz. that pieces of 
strong oak or other timber, will extend from one buttress to 
another, near to the party-wall, but not to cut nto or break it, 
in the least for each end of those pieces will rest in the but- 
tresses ; a square hole, being left quite through the buttresses 
at each stay, jnst below the underside of the joists; those 
holes being near to the surface of the party or other wall, 
and not more than 8, 10, or 12 inches wide, will leave suffi- 
cient solid wall of such buttresses, to insure their stabili- 
ty, and ‘on their extreme outer edge too, where their 
power to resist an inclination of the wall, is the greatest 
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possible. On these short pieces will rest the ends of the 
joints, instead of going into the wall, which would not only 
cut up the wall and destroy its strength, but makes a com- 
munication for the fire from one store to another; besidesin 
burning serves to tear down the wall wholly, or in part, so as 
to destroy its security as a barrier against the spreading of 
fire, thus the party-wall may be a foot thick plastered on the 
bricks, upon each side, and not cut by timbers or any way 
in the least rendered weak, or reduced in thickness, from 
bottom to top, and, the timbers resting on the buttresses, may 
be so put in, as to admit of being replaced or in the event of 
burning out, burn and fall down, without tearing out a single 
brick of the buttresses; nor will the least iron-work be 
necessary, which might tear the brick-work by the timbers 
falling, in time of fire; these buttresses, if properly propor- 
tioned, and made, will secure the walls, and floors ten-fold © 
better together when loaded, than any cramps or iron-work, 
inthe common mode of construction, which in time of fire 
is sure to tear the walls to pieces, at a time when they are 
made weak, and are out of balance of their gravity, by 
the power of great heat, then exerting its expansive power 
upon such walls. Some objections will undoubtedly be 
made to this project, by merely interested, or ignorant, self- 
sufficient builders, but be assured that neither common sense, 
nor philosophy, can for a moment be arrayed against one 
single point of the whole scheme, when properly projected 
and executed. 

It is certainly unnecessary to state how immensely im- 
portant it would be, to have the walls of high stores so con- 
structed as not only to stand secure instead of having their 
contents consumed by fire; but that a perfect confidence in 
their security should be sustained by the firemen, this con- 
fidence in the safety of their lives and limbs, once firmly 
established in the minds of active firemen, giving, them 
courage to go into narrow streets and exert their skill and 
energy, to the best advantage, would indeed, form a great 
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contrast to what has lately transpired in such cases, by flee- 
ing froma building on fire, to save life, instead of remaining 
on the spot, in confident security, to combat the destroying 
element. If it is considered also, how many valuable lives 
have been sacrificed, notwithstanding so much fear and cau- 
tion have been exercised, as to render the firemen in many 
imstances, of little or no use. 

Qne other practice may be referred to, which although al~ 
most entirely abandoned in all other large cities,is strictly ad- 
hered to in New York—and to that degree, that no language is 
too extravagant or too severe to bestow that contempt whicha 
practice so stupid, so unscientific, so devoid of all practical 
experience and common sense in building truly and. richly 
merits !—-Nothing can be more astonishing than, that so de- 
structive and so foolish a practice should have so long pre- 
wailed in such a city: the destruction and ruin to all brick 
and stone buildings, of such a miserable practice in building 
is too obvious to be entitled even to sober refutation.—Should 
however double party-walls be insisted on in any case, still 
the principle is the same in regard to their support by but- 
tresses and although two walls of eight or twelve inches 
thick each, being supported by buttresses would take up 
more of the ground, yet they thereby would be so secured as 
to remain standing after being burned out, on the inside, 
which would not be the case if built ever so thick in reason 
without the buttresses. And. the advantages of not having 
the ends of the floor bearers rest in the party-walls, is still 
retained, which is one of the most important parts of this im- 
proved mode of construction. 

I am too well aware of the innumerable objections and 
real difficulties which must be surmounted in order to adopt 
the proposed change in the streets here proposed; I know too 
much of a large city to flatter myself with any expectation 
that any improvement of consequence can be made, however 

desirable, however important, or however much it would 
add to the health, value, security against fire, permanence of 
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the buildings or their elegance and beauty. But the mode 
here stated, for the safe construction of high Stores can, must — 
and will be generally adopted as soon as the difference be- 
tween the most trifling and unphilosophical mode of construc- 
tion, and perfectly secure one, shall be perceived and gener- 
ally understood by those most interested. 


ITHIEL TOWN. 
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Report of the Select Committee on the Fire Laws, recom- 
mending that an application be made to the Legislature for 
anamendment of the Fire Laws. Laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 

Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Select Committee appointed under the annexed Reso- 
lution in regard to the amendment of the laws for the pre- 
vention of fires, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That the importance of this subject has been felt by your 
Committee in their deliberations, and the late proofs which 
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the community has received of the necessity of such amend- 
ments has convinced them that another session of the Legis- 
lature should not be allowed to pass away, without obtaining 
such an alteration of these laws, as will more effectually pre- 

vent the spreading of fires from one building to another. 
There is no City in the world where so many destructive 
fires occur, and where so large an amount of property is 
annually destroyed as in this City. There may be several 
causes which tend to produce such a state of things, but there 
are none known to your Committee which cannot and which 
ought not to be remedied. The more abundant supply of 
water which it is hoped this City will one day possess, will 
no doubt give greater advantages in the extinguishment of 
fires. But in the opinion of your Committee the surest 
mode to prevent the extensive conflagrations, which we have 
so lately witnessed is to improve the mode of building in our 
City. It is owing in a great measure to the hasty, and slight 
mode in which the buildings of late years have been erected 
in this City as well as the great height of these buildings, 

that it has become so difficult to extinguish fires or to prevent 
their extension. 

Your Committee have also received much aid and assis- 
tance from the Report of the Committee of Citizens on this 
subject which was referred to them, and though they do not 
recommend the adoption of all the provisions suggested by 
that Committee, yet they have adopted the greater part 
thereof. 

One of the great difficulties has been the height of these 
buildings to five or six stories, by which the roofs are carried 
beyond the reach of water thrown from the Engines, and the 
extreme height of the walls in case of a fire, renders it 
dangerous to the firemen to approach them. So long as this 
mode of building is continued on the present plan, we may 
expect to be visited by extensive conflagrations. 

It was proposed by the Committee of Citizens, to limit the 
height of buildings, but on reflection your Committee think 
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that it would be less objectionable to require additional 
thickness in the walls, than to prevent an individual from 
building to such height as he may think proper. Your 
Committee therefore instead thereof, recommend that for 


all buildings intended for stores, the walls shall not be 


jess than twelve inches in thickness ; that whenever the 
height of such buildings shall exceed thirty-four feet the 
walls to the height of the first and second stories shall be at 
least sixteen inches in thickness and the residue at least 
twelve inches in thickness, and whenever the same shall 
exceed forty-four feet, the walls to the height of the first and 
second. stories shall be at least twenty inches in thickness 
and the residue at least twelve inches in thickness. 

Your Committee think that these regulations will materially 
add to the public safety and if the Insurance Companies will 
adopt a rule not to insure buildings over a certain height it 
would tend in a great degree to prevent their erection. 

Another evil in the present mode of building is the support- 
ing so much of the fronts of buildings on granite columns of 
a small size. The ruinous effects of water and fire on this 
material and the great increase of danger from buildings 
thus erected have induced your Committee to recommend 
that no columns of granite should be allowed to support the 
front of any building above the first story, and that none 
should be allowed in the first story of less dimensions than 
two feet in width. 

Your Committee have also limited the material with which 
the roof is to be covered, to tile, slate, copper or cement of at 
least two inches in thickness. 

The practice of using zinc or lead for such covering, your 
Committee believe to be highly dangerous; whenever the 
same is near to a large fire it easily melts and in its liquid 
state is more apt to cause fire than to prevent it. Tin al- 
so, in the opinion of your Committee does not afford sufficient 
protection against fire to be allowed for coverings to stores 
and warehouses. 
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It will be seen that these remarks apply especially to such 
buildings, and it is not intended to apply them all to dwelling 
houses. They are not built to such great heights, and your 
Committee do not think it necessary that these provisions 
should be applied to any other buildings than stores or ware- 
houses. They have added some additional provisions to 
those above referred to, such as relate to the party walls, 
the inserting of the beams and other matters of minor impotr- 
tance, calculated to add to the security of fire proof buildings 
and they have extended some of these provisions to all build- 
ings within the fire limits. They recommend to the Common 
Council that application be made to the Legislature for an 
amendment of the laws to prevent fires in the manner pro- 
posed in the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, (if the Board of Aldermen concur,) That an ap- 
plication be made to the Legislature at the present Session 
for an amendment of the laws, to prevent fires, by adding 
the following additional provisions, in relation to Buildings 
hereafter to be erected within the fire limits, viz. 


1. The side Walls of every store or warehouse hereafter to 
be erected, within the fire limits of the City of New York, 
and which are now required by law to be built of brick or 
stone, shall be constructed not less than twelve inches thick, 
and shall rise at least six inches above the roof, and be cov- 
ered with stone or other safe material against fire. 

2-Wherever such walls are over 34 feet in height, the same 
must be sixteen inches in thickness, for the first and second sto- 
ries, and twelve inches for the residue ; and whenever such 
walls are over forty-four feet in height the same must be 
twenty inches in thickness for the first and second stories, and 
twelve inches for the residue. 

3. There shall be no party-walls in any store or warehouse, 
hereafter to be built within the said fire limits. 

4. Tn all side walls there shall be at least eight inches of such 
wall from the ends of the beams to the exterior surface of 











583 [Doe. No, 66. 


the wall,.and the beams shall be bevelled in such manner 
that the under surface shall be at least two inches and an — 
half longer at each end than the upper. 

5. There shall be at least eight inches in thickness of brick 
or stone, between the flues of any chimneys in such stores or 
warehouses, and any material of wood. 

- 6. The front and rear walls of any such stores or ware- ° 
houses shall be atleast twelve inches’ in thickness, and 
wherever the same shall be over thirty four feet in height, 
the ‘same shall be at least sixteen inches in thickness 
for the first and second story, and at least twelve inches 
above the second story. 

7. No granite columns shall be used to support the front of 
any building within the said fire limits, above the first story 
of the said building, and no such columns shall be used to 
support the front of any such building on the first story of 
less dimensions than two feet in width, and sixteen inches 
in depth. 

8. The foundation walls of all stores or warehouses within 
the said fire limits, shall be at least two feet in thickness, 
up to the water table. 


9. All such stores or warehouses shall have gutters and corni- 
ces composed of copper, brick, or other incombustible material 
and all the doors and window shutters in the rear thereof, shall 
be made of copper or iron, the pannels of which shall be not 
less than one eighth of an inch in thickness, and in case such 
stores shall have one or more fronts on a street of less than 
fifty feet in width, then the front doors and window shutters 
shall be constructed in like manner as the rear. 

10. No dormer windows shall be constructed in the roof of 
any such building, whereby the top of such windows shall 
be more than forty feet above the side-walks. 

11. All walls above the ground, upon which walls the floor 


beams rest, shall be deemed side walls within the meaning 
thereof. 





Doe, No. 66.] 584 


12. When brick is used in the construction of the walls of 
said buildings the same shall be fully burned, and not those 
denominated salmon or soft brick. 

13. The roofs of all such stores or warehouses shall be co- 
vered with tile, slate, copper, or cement, and where cement is 
used it shall not be less than two inches in thickness. 

_ 14.’ The terms store or warehouse, shall include all build- 
ings constructed or used principally for the purpose of receiv- 
ing, selling or storing goods, wares and merchandize therein. 

15. The side-walls of all dwelling houses within the said 
fire limits, which shall be over thirty feet in heighth to the 
plate shall be at least twelve inches in thickness. 

16. The provisions herein before stated as to the flues of 
chimnies, and as to the mode of inserting the beams shall be 
applicable to all dwelling houses hereafter erected within the 
fire limits. 

Resolved, That the Counsel of the Corperation prepare a 
Law and Memorial to the Legislature, containing the fore- 
going provisions, and that the same be forwarded to the 


Legislature. 


D. P. INGRAHAM, bee Committee on 


BENJ. TOWNSEND, Fire Laws 


R. R. WARD, 








~~ 
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DOCUMENT No. 67. 


BOARD OF 
ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY 22nd, 1836. 


Report of the Committee on Finance, on the Resolution 
for raising the salary of H. E. Riell. Laid on the table. 


Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Committee on miiaes of the Board of Aasnarade 
Aldermen, to whom was referred the Report and Resolu- 
tion of the Board of Aldermen, relative to the salary of Henry 
E. Riell, 


HKEREOTRELY REPORT, 


That the Resolution asserts, that the duties of said Riell are 
arduous and i increasing, and according to the common course of 
things must increase; and that his salary i is enturely inade- 
quate to the same, and proposes to raise such salary to One 


Thousand Dollars a year, to commence on the first day of June, 
1835. 
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This Resolution was offered by Alderman Barnes a few 
days after Mr. Riell’s appointment to the office. On the 
20th of July last, it was referred to the Finance Committee 
of the Board of Aldermen, consisting of Mess’rs Barnes, 
Taylor and Smith. On the 30th of October, that Committee 
_ reported that they had made due enquiry into the subject 
matter of said Resolution, and learn from the most satifactory 
source of information that Mr. Riell performs the duties of his 
office in a very faithful and satisfactory manner to those 
immediately connected with him; and that his whole time 
is required to perform those duties. That Mr. Riell has 
a family consisting of a wife and three children; for the 
mere board of which together with himself, he pays ten 
dollars a week, an amount beyond his present salary; and 
that they are therefore of opinion that justice to a faithful pub- 
lic servant demands the adoption of the said Resolution—and 
it was adopted. 


On the 11th of January, this Committee received a state- 
ment of his duties from Mr. Riell, which accompanies this 
Report—Also a letter from General Morton, the Clerk of the 
Common Council; and on the 27th, another from the same 
Gentleman on the subject of Mr. Riell’s duties and salary, 
botl hereto annexed. From these the Committee do not 
learn that the services required from the Clerk occupying 
the situation he does, are very materially different nor much 
greater than those which were required of his predecessor. 

The compensation at present allowed by law is $500, the 
same as was paid to his predecessor. 

The Resolution from the Board of Aldermen raises the said 
salary to One Thousand Dollars—being an increase of one 
hundred per cent in favor of Mr. Riell ; and to commence on 
the first day of June last, being the day on which he first 
entered the office, and when he was wholly unacquainted 
with its duties, and had every thing to learn concerning 
them. The Resolution sets forth that the pay of Mr. Riell is 
inadequate for the support of his family. The Committee on 
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looking over the compensation of the officers and persons 
employed by the City, find many whose pay is likewise too 
small for a liberal and easy support of themselves and fami- 
lies. In all public departments there must be copying 
Clerks employed, as well as other aid, to whom it is upon no 
consideration necessary to give large salaries. . Persons 
taking such places know, or ought to know before hand, 
whether they should receive the appointment and be content 
with the stipulated salary. It is no part of wisdom for a 
Government to endeavor, 2 all cases, to regulate the pay of 
its officers by the number they have and shall have in their 
JSamiltes. 

It will not be forgotten that there is a general pressure 
from every part of the City for an advance of Salaries. In 
the Board of Health there is a petition from various Deputy 
Health Wardens—And in this Board, an applicatior. is now 
before the Finance Committee from 14 Deputy Street Inspec- 
tors, stating among other things, that “they find great diffi- 
“culty in supporting themselves and families on the amount 
“of their present compensation: and that they rely on the 
“justice and wisdom of the Corporation for such increase of 
« salary as may comport with the public interest and the du- 
ties of the petitioners.” Others have earnestly addressed the 
Committee orally—and some are preparing resolutions and 
petitions for similar objects. It seems therefore that the 
Corporation should set no example in this case but such as, 
when applicable, should have an influence in other cases. 

After the most deliberate consideration of this matter, the 
Committee have no hesitation in saying, that they cannot re- 
commend a concurrence with the Board of Aldermen in their 
resolution in its present form. They can find nothing in the 
duties of the Office to “demand” it. But from a full investi- 
gation thereof, and with a due consideration of the present 
expenses of the City government, and advising in this appli- 
cation, what they will feel bound to recommend in all cases 
presenting equal claims, do propose that this Board should 
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concur with the Board of Aldermen in their said Resolution, 
with the following amendments, viz : 
Ast. Strike out “ One thousand’”—-in the 3d and 4th line 
from the bottom thereof, and ‘insert instead thereof ‘ Seven 
hundred and fifty.” ve 
Qnd. Strike out “June” in the last line, and insert ‘ De- 
cember.” : aa 
~ So that the said Resolution will read as follows, viz: 
Resolved, therefore, that the salary of the said Henry E. 
Riell be raised to Seven Hundred and fifty Dollars a year, to 
commence on the first day of December 1835. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 


AARON CLARK, Finance 
BENJAMIN TOWNSEND, | Committee. 


New York, February 6th, 1836. 


ToAaron Cuiarx, Esa. 


Sir, 

At your request, I present a statement of the duties I have 
performed, and which continue to increase in the office of 
the Clerk of the Common Council; they vary considerably, 
and I am often obliged to work afternoons and evenings, to 
get the work done. I have invariably come to the office as 
soon as I got my breakfast, and gone immediately to work. 
I attend all Meetings of the Board of Aldermen and Joint 
Ballot, and Engrossand Index the minutes of the same. I have 
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indexed 10 Volumes of Minutes, commencing with part of 
Volume 68 of the Common Council (when there’ was but - 
one Board) up to, and including Volume 75, and Volumes 1: 
2. and half of Vol. 3, of the Board of Aldermen, up to the 
15th June, 1832.’ When requested by the heads’ of the 
Office, when they are otherwise engaged, I make out Li- 
cences for Hacks and their drivers, Stages and drivers, 
Junkshops and their Bonds, second hand dealers and. their 
bonds, and keep an account of them in books for that pur- 
pose, assist in notifying large Committees, examine Fire- 
men’s time, and prepare their Certificates, make searches, 
and copies of papers, take the proceedings of the Board 
after it has adjourned, to the Printing Office, and will assist 
in copying any papers for His Honor the Mayor, or any of 
the Members of the Common Council, and endeavor to 
make myself useful in all things to forward the business of 
the Common Council, for which I refer you to General J. acob 
Morton, David Ta Valentine Esq., and D. D. Williamson 
ney i 
Your’s Respectfully. _ 
) HENRY E. RIELL. 
Jan. 11th 1836. 


For the duties that were performed by my Predecessor, 
for a Salary of $500 per. year, I refer you to D. D. William- 
son Esq. 





January 11th 1836. 
Dear Sir, 
Mr. Riell has requested me to address a note to you, on 
the question of an increase of his Salary, now before the 


Common Council. 
Ican state, and doit with pleasure, thatthus far Mr. Riell 


has performed the duties in the office with great zeal and in- 
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dustry; and those duties are numerous and occupy the 
whole of his time, from his entering to leaving the Office. 
In some instances, he has in order to expedite business, 
taken papers home with him and written them at night. 
I should suppose his services were worth the proposed. com- 
pensation. 

Your’s Respectfully, 


Aaron Crark Esa. J. MORTON. 





New York January, 27th 1836. 
Dear Sir, 

Mr. Hagadorn showed me a statement of Mr. Riell of his 
services in my office, as from what I said to you, you may 
be led to suppose that the statement was sanctioned by me, 
Ibeg leave to state, that Mr. Riell has not Indexed a single vol- 
ume of the Minutes, they were all indexed by myself, and Mr. 
Riell merely copied them from my book of Index into the 
Books of Minutes, and this he did in office hours, when 
there was no other business to do. It proves however, that 
there is full employment in the office. 

Your’s, 
Aaron Cxuark Ese. J. MORTON. 





: yas 3 ers hasbeen a 




















DOCUMENT No. 68. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY 22nd, 1836. 


Report of the Committee on Roads and Canals, on the 
subject of filling up the low land between fifth and eighth 
Avenues from 109th to 124th street. Adopted. 


Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Committee to whom was was referred the several 
petitions for the opening of the Canal or Sewer from the North 
to the East River between 108th and 127th streets, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT; 


That the regulation of that portion of the City lying be- 
tween 109th and 135th streets and extending westerly to the 
8th Avenue which has been adopted by the Common Council 
is based upon the proposition of making a canal or sewer to 
carry off the surface water from the centre of the island, 
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without a resort to high filling in that neighbourhood which 

would be not only destructive to the property from the ex- 
/ pense, but almost impossible from a deficiency of earth to 
fill up the same. 

Your Committee are convinced of the necessity of some 
measure of this kind to carry off the water whenever the 
land there shall be graded for city purposes. In conse- 
quence of the opposition of some largely interested in a por- 
tion of the land adjoining the route of the proposed canal or 
sewer, they have postponed a decision on this part of the 
subject with a view of obtaining additional information and 
procuring some estimates of the expense of the proposed 
canal. 

In the meantime however, they deem it necessary that 
measures should.immediately be adopted for the removal of 
a very serious evil connected with this subject. 

The land through which the proposed canal or sewer was 
to run is low ground, nearly if not quite on a level with low 
water mark, so that formerly the salt water at every tide 
would flow over the same. Since the Avenue has been filled 
up over the same and the working of the roads as well as the 
improvements in regulating portions of the ground in that 
neighbourhood, the ordinary water courses have become 
obstructed, and the flow of the salt water over the same ina 
great measure prevented. The consequence has been, that 
the accumulation of stagnant water and the consequent decay 
of vegetable matter has rendered this low ground a source of 
disease to those living in that neighbourhood, and during the 
. past season to a very great extent. This your Committee 

believe can be remedied by filling up the same to the height 
of three feet. The law of the Legislature authorises the Com- 
mon Council to order this done independent of the regulation 
which has been adopted, and your Committee deem it to be. 
_the imperative duty of the Common Council to take the neces- 
sary measures topreserve the health and lives of the citizens 
even at the same expense to individuals. But the course 
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which the Committee propose in this matter, cannot be pro- 
ductive inthe end of any injury to the owners of the land, 
in as much as the filling of three feet will not raise the ground 


‘above the regulation, and the expense must be incurred in a 


short time to bring the ground to the proper grade; nor will 
it interfere with the proposed sewer or canal, should it be 
found necessary to construct the same. 


The Committée have had this measure advertised for 
objections in the usual manner. They have received but one 
remonstrance, which is hereto annexed, and which is made 
not from objection to the proposed filling so much as from 
fear that it may prevent action on the subject of the cana 
itself. 

Believing this measure to be both expedient and necessary, 
your Committee offer the following Resolution for the adop- 
tion of the Common Council. 


Resolved, (if the Board of Aldermen concur,) ‘That all that 
low or marshy ground lying between the fifth Avenue and 
the Sth Avenue and between 108th street and 124th streets, 
be filled up with good and wholesome earth to the height of 
three feet above the present surface ; that the same be done 
at the expense of the owners of the land so filled up and 
and benefited according to the provisions of the Statute, in 
such case made and provided, and the Street Commissioner 
is hereby directed to prepare and present the Ordinance 
proper for that purpose. 

D. P. INGRAHAM, Committee on 


A. STEWART, Roads and 
JOHN V. GREENFIELD, § Canals. 


DOCUMENT No. 69. 


BOARD OF 
ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY 22nd, 1836. 


Report of the Committee on Roads and Canals on the 
Petitions for opening the fifth Avenue. Adopted. 
Wn. Hacavorn, Clerk. 


The Committee on Roads and Canals to whom was refer_ 
red the annexed petitions for opening the fifth Avenne and 
the remonstrance against the same, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That the lower portions of this Avenue up to 21st street 
has been already opened according to law, that the next sec- 
tion from 21st street to 40th street is not opened, but would | 
be included in the general proceedings to open all the streets | 
and Avenues up to 42nd street. That the middle road as 
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laid out from 40th street to 84th street runs in the line of the 
fifth Avenue, but that the lines on each side of the road vary 
from the lines of the fifth Avenue, varying in different places 
from 5 to 10 feet. That from 84th street to 106th street, 
the Avenue has been opened according to law, and that the 
residue is still unopened. 

Your Committee think the bare statement of the situa- 
tion of this Avenue sufficient to shew the importance and 
necessity of its being opened to its full width and through- 
outall its extent. At the present time the lots fronting on the 


_ lower part of it are esteemed more valuable and command 


higher prices than on any other Avenue on the Island. The 
variation of the middle road from the true line of the Ave- 
nue, renders it highly necessary for the improvement of the 
land thereon, that the same should be corrected as soon as 
possible as no buildings could well be erected on the line 
of the Avenue, until this is done, 

The importance and necessity of opening this as well as 
the other Avenues of the City, must be now acknowledged 
and has been repeatedly sanctioned by the Common Coun- 
cil, and your Committee think it unnecessary to give any 
further reasons therefor. 

They have caused the same to be advertised and have 
received no objections thereto except from the Managers of 
the House of Refuge. The late determination of the Com- 
mon Council to open all the streets and Avenues up to and 
including 42nd street, has disposed of this objection, and as 
there is no other obstacle to its being opened, your Commit- 
tee recommend the same with one exception. It will be re- 
membered that a square has been laid out at the upper end 
of the island which will when confirmed by the Legislature, 
divide the Avenue on either side of the square. As this is 
now before the Legislature, your Committee deem it best to 
except so much of the fifth Avenue as lies between 120th and 
124th streets leaving the same around the square to be open- 
ed whenever the square shall be taken for public purposes. 
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Committee are of opinion that it will be better to open it 
throughout at the same time instead of leaving it to be open- 


_ ed under the proceeding with the streets. All the other 


Avenues are opened by the same Commissioners throughout 
their extent, and your Committee recommend a similar 
course in regard to this Avenue. They offer for the adop- 
tion of the Common Council the following resolution : 
Resolved, (If the board of Aldermen concur,) That the fifth 
Avenue be opened from 21st street to 129th street excepting 
such portions thereof as have already been opened and. that 
portion thereof which lies between 120th and 124th streets, 
and that the Counsel of the Corporation take the necessary 
measures to carry the same into effect. 
Respectfully submitted, 
D. P. INGRAHAM, \ 


Committee on 


ALEXANDER STEWART, Rail Roads. 


JOHN V. GREENFIELD, 





























DOCUMENT No. 70. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY 22nd, 1836. 


Report of the Committee on Ferries, of the Board of As- 
sistants; and also a Report of the joint Ferry Committee, on 
renewing the Leases of the Ferries from New York to Hobo- 
ken. Referred back to the Committee, and ordered to be 


printed. 
Wan. Hacanorn, Clerk. 


ee 


The Ferry Committee of che Board of AssistantAldermen, 
to whom was referred the annexed papers and report of the 
Ferry Committee of the Board of Aldermen, in relation to the 
Barclay and Canal street Ferries, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That they have had this subject under consideration for a 
number of months and have given it a most careful and con- 
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iderate examination. The first part of the Report inclusive of 
the first set of resolutions as contained therein, was agreed 
to by your Committee while acting with the Committee of 
the Board of Aldermen as a joint Committee, and was consid- 
ered by us as containing and offering terms to the applicants 
full as liberal if not more so than our constituents would ap- 
prove; those terms however were refused by the Mess’rs 
Stevens, and then the remainder of the Report and the final 
resolutions were agreed to by the Committee of the Board of 
Aldermen but objected to by your Committee. The impor- 
tance of Ferries which give the means of access to our city, 
and facilitate our intercourse with the surrounding country, 
should be kept in mind with much solicitude by our public 
authorities. In their establishment, the good of the city as 
well as the interests and wishes of our fellow citizens ought 
to be consulted. It is well known that the gentlemen who 
apply for an extension of the lease of the Hoboken and Barc- 
lay street Ferries command the whole water line on the op- 
posite shore in the neighborhood of Hoboken ; consequently 
without their consent the establishment of another Ferry from 
any other point in this city to the same place would be ex- 
tremely difficult and perhaps impossible ; consequently be- 
fore the Common Council should take action upon this pres- 
ent application they should pause to enquire whether there | 
are not other citizens whose interests and wishes should be 
consulted before it passes out of the power of the Common 
Council to afford them relief. 


It is well known that a very large number of our most re- 
spectable citizens of the upper part of the City, are and have 
been for some time desirous of establishing a Ferry from the 
neighbourhood of Christopher-street or some point at Green- 
wich to Hoboken, that their population will justify it, and 
that the establishment of Market Houses there has been in 
anticipation of such a Ferry. ‘The proper time to make > 
provisions to this end has now arrived, and your Committee 
believing that the preference should be given to Mess’rs Ste- 
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vens were anxious and desirous that it should be now ac- 
complished, and accordingly joined in this view with the 
Board of Aldermen in the first part of their Report. Your 
Committee are of opinion that no lease should be granted until 
some provision shall be made for the wants of the citizens 
of Greenwich, and in order that some further negociation 
may be had and some new views be suggested either by 
the applicants or by the Common Council, no action should 
now be had. Either the Mess’rs Steven’s should give to the 
Common Council as a part of the consideration for the exten- 
sion of the lease of Barclay and Canal-street Ferries a right 
to land at Hoboken for one or more Boats, or consent to run 
a Boat at Greenwich themselves; but if they will do neither, 
then they ought to abandon their claim to the continuance of 
a Ferry lease. 

With these views your Committee for the present recom- 
mend the following Resolution for adoption, ' 

Resolved, ‘That this Board do non-concur in the Resolution 
passed by the Board of Aldermen and attached to the an- 
nexed. Report. 

Resolved, That this whole subject be referred back to the 
Committee in order that Mess’rs Stevens may be further 
heard thereon if such is their wish. 

ALEXANDER STEWART, 2 Committee on 
JOHN V. GREENFIELD, } Ferries. 


The joint Committee on Ferries to whom were referred, 
the several documents which are hereunto annexed, in rela- 
tion to renewing the Leases for the ferries from New York to 
Hoboken, 


Beg leave to Report : 


That this subject came before the Common Council on a 
petition presented in the Board of Assistants in the month 
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of February last from Mr. John Stevens, stating that the 
leases heretofore granted to his sons John C. and Robert L. 
Stevens for the said Ferries would expire on the ensuing Ist 
of May, and praying that the said leases might be renewed to 
him, he having made arrangements with his said sons for 
the boats upon the said ferries. 


The Ferries referred to in the said Petition run between 


the foot of Barclay street and the foot of Canal street re- 
spectively and Hoboken. 


On the 13th of April last, a full report was made on the 
said Petition by the Ferry Committee of the Board of As- 
sistants. The said report was laid on the table and ordered 
to be printed and will be found together with the resolutions 
offered with it as No. 58 of the printed Documents of the 
Board of Assistants, Vol. 1st. page 583. 


It is known to the Common Council that in the year 1832 _ 
a claim was preferred by the Executors of Wm. Rhinelander _ 
deceased, to a portion of the Bulkhead at the foot of Barclay 
street, embracing that part of it which has been used for the 
Hoboken Ferry ; Also, that this claim after a long and care- 
ful investigation was acknowledged and the right of Mr. 
Rhinelander’s estate to compensation for the use of the said 
Bulkhead up to the 1st of May last, settled by paying the said 
Executors Twenty seven hundred Dollars. This claim 
(which has an important bearing upon the course to be ob- 
served by the Common Council in renewing any lease for 
the said ferry) is alluded to in the Report of the Committee 
above mentioned, and on the 20th of April last a Remon- 
strance was presented from the Mess’rs Rhinelander against 
the adoption of the said Report, asserting their said claim, 
but not objecting to the granting a lease for the Ferry provi- 
ded their rights in the Bulkhead were sufficiently recognized. 

Several additional resolutions were offered in the Board 
of Assistants relative to the renewal of the said leases, all of | 
which are hereunto annexed, and the whole subject with all 


s 
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the documents connected with it, were referred by both 
boards to the joint Committee on Ferries. 


On examining the Report already made on the Petition of | 
Mr. Stevens, it will appear that the Committee by whom the 
same was made, took into consideration the subject of estab- 
lishing a third Ferry to Hoboken as well as of renewing the 
leases for those already in operation. Such additional Ferry 
they propose to establish from the foot of Christopher street. 

The annual rent of the Barclay street Ferry under the 
former lease has been Eight hundred Dollars. This Ferry 
is a profitable one and its value is probably encreasing. If 
however the right of continuing it in the same place is to 
be granted, subject to the claims of the Mess’rs Rhinelander 
for the use of the Bulkhead, it does not appear to the joint 
Committee, that it would be right to encrease the rent hith- 
erto paid, al present; on the contrary they deem it but just, 
that if Mr. Stevens should be compelled to pay the Mess’rs 
Rhinelander for the use of such Bulkhead, a deduction of 
such payment to the extent of Five hundred Dollars, should 
be made from the annual rent of the Ferry. 

It is said, that the Ferry at the foot of Canal street or more 
properly Hoboken street, has never been a source of profit to 
the Lessees and the joint Committee are satisfied that such is 

the fact. The rent hitherto paid has been Two hundred 
Dollars, and under the circumstances it would seem to be un- 
fair to increase such rent, until the business done at the Fer- 
ry shall warrant it. 


If a third ferry to Hoboken shall be established, to ply 
from Christopher street it will certainly be a great accom- 
modation to that part of the city, but cannot for some time be 
advantageous to the proprietors. The rent of this Ferry 
should therefore for some time be nominal. : 


In respect to the length of time for which it would be 
expedient to grant leases for such ferries, the joint Committee 


_ have considered, that while on the one hand it is necessary 
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to guarantee to the lessee a certainty of enjoying such a 
franchise for a sufficient period, to indemnify him against loss . 
and to make it worth his while to accommodate the public 
properly, sound policy, on the cther, founded on experience, is 
opposed to giving such leases for long terms. _ It is not possi- 
ble, without a knowledge of future events to determine the 
exact period for which any such contract should be made, 
in reference to the interests of the public.’ It must in a great 
measure be matter of conjecture ; and the joint Committee 
having exercised their best judgment on this point are of 
opinion, that leases may with propriety be granted to the 
Petitioner for the said Ferries for the term of seven years 
from the 1st of May last, at the annual rents hereinbefore men- 
tioned, with a covenant for a further renewal for five years 
at such rents as may then be fixed upon by agreement 
between the parties or by appraisement in the usual mode. 
Mr. Stevens is desirous of obtaining an exclusive right to 
run Ferry Boats between Hoboken and any point on the 
New York side, from Barclay to Christopher-street, and he 
considers that if he incurs the expense of a new boat and of 
the necessary bridge and fixtures at the foot of Christopher 
street for the new Ferry there, which does not promise to be 
an advantageous undertaking for some time, he ought to 
have this preference secured to him. The Joint Committee, 
while they freely admit that the liberality and public spirit 
which have characterized Mr. Steven’s family, not only in the 
management of their Ferries but in every other enterprize 
connected with public accommodation, should entitle them 
to every privilege which the Common Council could with 
propriety extend to them, do not feel themselves justified in 
recommending that such an exclusive privilege, or any other, 
which at a future day might by possibility embarrass the 
Corporation of this City in respect to the North River Ferries 
should be guaranteed to the Lessees by Covenant. There 
can be little doubt that the justice of their claim to such a 
preference coupled with the fact of their having the control 
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of the shore on the New Jersey side, will sufficiently secure. 
itto them; but this matter should beleft to the justice of the 
Common Council. 

The Committee theretore having fully considered the 
several propositions embraced by the subject referred to 
them intended to have submitted the following Resolu- 
tions, Viz : 

Resolved, That leases be granted to John Stevens, for the 
Ferries now established from the foot of Barclay and Hobo- 
ken streets respectively to Hoboken and for a new Ferry to 
be established fromthe foot of Christopher-street to the same. 
place; the said leases to be respectively for a term of seven 
years from the ist day of May 1835.” 


“ Resolved, That the rent to be reserved in the lease for: 
the Barclay-street Ferry, shall be $800 per annum, subject to 
such deduction as is hereinbefore mentioned, and the rent for 
the Hoboken-street Ferry $200 per annum, and that the 
lease of the Ferry to be established at the foot of Christopher 
street shall be nominal ; Also that a covenant shall be insert- 
ed in the said leases providing for the renewal thereof for a 
further term of five years at such rents as may at the expi- 
ration of the term of seven years be agreed upon between the 
Common Council and the lessees, or as may be determined 
by appraisers to be chosen by the said parties mutually, or 
by one of such appraisers and an umpire.” 


« Resolved, That in the lease for the Ferry at the foot of 
Barclay street, nothing more shall be granted than the privi- 
lege of conducting a Ferry from that place subject to what- 
ever may be the rights of the heirs of William Rhinelander de- 
ceased, to the bulkhead at the foot of Barclay-street or any 
part thereof, or to the wharfage or profits to accrue therefrom.” 


“ Resolved, That a provision shall be inserted in the lease 
for the Ferry at the foot of Christopher-street, requiring the 
Lessee to furnish the necessary fixtures, floats and other 
accommodations at that place for the said Ferry, and to 


Doc. No. 70.] 606 


place one good Steam Ferry Boat on the said Ferry which 
shall leave New York at least once in every hour during the 
day ; also to place additional boats upon the said Ferry 
when required by the Common Council.’ 

“‘ Resolved, That the Counsel prepare the said leases at 
the expense of the Petitioner and that the same be executed 
in the usual mode.” 

On a subsequent interview however, with the Mess’rs 
Steven’s, they expressed an unwillingness to take a renewal 
of the said leases on the foregoing terms, alledging among 
considerations, that as yet, the extent of claim which the 
Mess’rs Rhinelander may make or establish against them for 
the use of the Bulkhead at the foot of Barclay-street is uncer- 
tain; that they are not satisfied of the right of the Mess’rs 
Rhinelander to such Bulkhead and wish to examinethe same: 
for themselves; Also that the new boat for the Ferry from 
the foot of Christopher-street and the necessary fixtures and: 
accommodations for such Ferry, would cost probably Thirty 
Thousand Dollars, and they did not wish to incur this ex- 
pense for a Ferry by which they should probably for some. 
time lose money, while their tenure of the Barclay-street Ferry 
which alone is profitable, should be embarrassed by the 
claims of the Mess’rs Rhinelander. They also urged strong- 
ly, that the Corporation should protect them by a covenant, 
from the establishment of any other Ferry by other persons, 
between New York and the Jersey shore within a certain: 
distance southerly of their present landing at Hoboken, 
during the continuance of any lease to be given to them,, 
which latter provision your Committee do not feel themselves, 
warranted in recommending. 

Under these circumstances the Mess’rs Stevens have ex 
pressed a desire that for the present they should receive a 
mere renewal of the old leases for a short time, say for a 
couple of years from the Ist of May last, at the same rents as 
hitherto paid by them, the rent of the Barclay street Ferry to 
be however subject to a deduction or allowance for such sum 
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as they may have to pay to the Mess’rs Rhinelander provi- 
ded the same should not.exceed $500 per annum. 

Your Committee think it is due to the Mess’rs Stevens to 
comply with this request, which they consider a reasonable 
one under existing circumstances. They beg leave there- 
fore to offer the following Resolution : 

Resolved, That the leases for the Hoboken Ferries at Barc- 
lay street and Hoboken street, which expired on the Ist ‘of 
May last, be renewed to Mr. John Stevens for the term of 
two years from that time, at the same rents as were reserved 
by the said leases: It being expressly provided that’ with re- 
spect to the ferry at the foot of Barclay street, nothing more 
shall be granted than such right or privilege as the Corpora- 
tion of this City may have to conduct or‘establish a Ferry 
from that place, subject to any right which the heirs of Will- 
jam Rhinelander deceased, may lawfully claim to,the Bulk- 
head there, and that whatever sum the said Lessee may be 
obliged to pay to the Representatives of Mr. Rhinelander 
for the use of such Bulkhead during such renewal of the lease 
not exceeding $500 per annum, shall be credited to him and 
deducted from the rent. 

Resolved, That the Counsel prepare the necessary docu- 
ments for such renewals, at the expence of the Petitioner. 

Resolved, That no clause or reservation be inserted in this 
Lease,which shall prohibit, or abridge the right of this Cor- 
poration, from establishing such Ferries between this City 


~ and Jersey as they may deem necessary. 


JOHN LOVETT, 
FRAS. FICKETT, | Joine Renties 
EDWARD TAYLOR, ‘f silts: 
R. R. WARD. Ferries. 
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New Yorn, January 25, 1836. 


To the Honorable Joint Committee on Ferries. 


At a late meeting of the Joint Committee on Ferries, it 
was requested that the applicant for a renewal of the lease 
of. the Ferries from Barclay and Canal-streets, to Hoboken, 
should for the consideration of the Committee make a com- 
munication in writing expressive of his viewson the subject} 
he. most cheerfully complies and submits with great respect 
the following statement.’ The applicant, that he may put his 
case ina clearer point of view must beg the indulgence of the 
Committee while he recapitulates some facts perhaps alrea- 
dy known to them. = 

Inthe year 1822 the leases for these Ferries, were in » the 
hands of of Philip Hone Esq. who made use of horse boats 
onthe same. At that time the Sons of the applicant Messrs. 
JC. & R. L. Stevens, purchased of Mr. Hone, the said 
boats and leases. In the course of three years they invest- 
ed:in Steam boats of a new class and in necessary fiatures a 
capital of upwards of $100,000, and during the continuance 
of their lease it is believed they conducted, the. Ferries in 
such a manner as to give entire satisfaction to the public.and 
to the Honorable Corporation. 


At the expiration of the leases which took place in May 
last, the present applicant, made arrangements with his 
Sons for their Steam Boats, and, for the ‘posinhi of himself 
and family, applied for a renewal.of the lease of the Ferries 
from Barclay and Canal streets to Hoboken. 


Unexpected difficulties occurred, most of which have been 
removed in the many meetings with which the Honorable 
Committee have favoured the Agent of the applicant. Some 
however remain, among these, there is one of an apparently 
formidable character, viz. the claims of the Messrs. Rhine- 
lander, to the slip, at the foot of Barclay-street. It is how- 
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ever, believed by the applicant, that with the assistance of 
the Honorable Corporation, this also can be removed. Coun- 
sel of the first respectability has been consulted, who after 
a most. careful examination of the whole case, has given it . 
as his decided opinion, that the claim of the Messrs. Rhine- 
lander, to the Ferry slip, or any part thereof is nota yalid 
one. ; 

But in the mean time, you applicant is threatened with 
legal measures being resorted to by the Messrs Rhinelan- 
der, unless, in addition to the present rent of $800 he will 
consent to pay them the further exorbitant sum of $1500 
per annum. 

The Honorable Committee taking this aid other cireum- 
stances into consideration, passed a resolution by a unani- 
mous vote of all present, to renew for two years, from May 
Ist, 1835, the former leases, from Barclay and Canal-s‘reets; 
to Hoboken. The applicant agreed to this, and the Counsel 
of the Board was directed to make out the leases accordingly. 

At asubsequent meeting a difference of opinion arose be- 
tween tle Committee and the applicant, respecting the terms, 
the Committee intending that some of the conditions of the 
former lease should be omittted. In order fully to comply 
the wishes of the Honorable Joint Committee, the applicant 
is now willing to accept the lease with these omissions. 

This temporary arrangement will allow time tothe Hon- 
orable Corporation, and to your applicant, to investigate the 
title of the Messrs. Rhinelander to wharfage or other privi- 
lege at the foot of Barclay-street; your applicant as above 
stated, is assured by learned Counsel, and he truly believes 
the same, that their investigation will clearly show that the 
Messrs. Rhinlander, have not the slightest chance of sub- 
stantiating the claim they have set up. Until however, this 
claim is disposed of, it appears to your applicant as unwise, 
either for the Corporation to grant or for him to accept a lease 
for the usual term of years.. 

The applicant who has always been ready to pay his rent, 
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has been prevented by some difficulty which as he supposes 
has arisen in the minds of the Corporation. This arrange- 
ment would also remove this difficulty, if any such has ex- 
isted, and enable him to pay the arrearages now due, for this 
present year. 

Your applicant humbly wishes the above may receive the 
favourable consideration of the Honorable Joint Committee. 


JAMES A. STEVENS 
For the applicant John Sievens. 








DOCUMENT No. 71. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY 22nd, 1836. 


Report of the Committee on Fire and Water, on a Resolu- 
tion to inquire if the Water Commissioners would lay the 
Water pipes in the City. cee on the table and ordered to 
be printed. 


Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Committee on Fire and Water of the Board of Assis~ 
tants, to whom was referred the following Resolution : 

“ Resolved, That application be made to the Water Com- 
missioners, and that they be requested to inform this Board, 
if they will receive and take charge of laying the Water 
Pipes in this City,” 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT; 


That they have caused the above Resolution to be laid be- 
fore the Water Commissioners, and they have, after having 
& 
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had the same under consideration, transmitted to your Com~ 
mittee for the Common Council, the annexed Communica~- 
tion—In which they state, that, ‘The sum authorized to 
be raised by Law, being less, by more than Two Millions of 
Dollars, than their estimate for bringing the Croton Water 
to the City, it could not have been the intention of the act 
of the Legislature that any part of it should be applied to the 
laying of pipes, which, so far.as the Croton Water is concern- 
ed, could not have been used for conveying it through the 
streets until the whole work was completed.” 

BENJAMIN TOWNSEND, ) Commitice on 

L. P. JORDAN, & Fire and 

THOMAS S. BRADY, J) Water. 


To Benjamin Townsend, Esq. Chairman of the Committee on 
Fire and Water. 


Orricz or THE WaTER ComMISSIONERS, 
January 26th, 1836. 


Srr--The Water Commissioners have duly considered the 
Resolution referred by the Board of Assistants to the Com- 
mittee on Fire and Water, and by that Committee submitted 
to this Board; which Resolution is in the following words— 

“ Resolved, That application be made to the Water Com- 
missioners, and that they be requested to inform this Board, 
if they will receive and take charge of laying the Water 
Pipes in this City.” 

Tf the object of the foregoing Resolution is to place under 
the direction of the Commissioners, the laying of so many 
Water Pipes as may be deemed necessary for the convey- 
ance of water to such parts of the City, now destitute of 
that necessary article for the extinguishing of fires, which 
they presume it is, and not for the"conveyance of the 'Creton 
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Water, as that cannot be obtained at present, the Commis- 


 gloners answer in the affirmative, provided the Common 


Council will appropriate the means of defraying the expense, 
and will place such means under the control of the Com- 
missioners. 


If however, it is the intention of the Resolution, that the 
expense of laying the pipes alluded) to, shall be charged 
upon the fund directed to be raised under the act of the 
Legislature passed the 2nd day of May, 1834, the Commis- 
sioners are of opinion, that neither the provisions of said act, 
or the ordinance of the Common Council directing the loan 
of $2,500,000, will warrant it. 


By a reference to our Report under the act of 1833, (see 
Document No. 36 of that year) it will be seen that, the Com- 
missioners confined their inquiries to the practicability and 
expense of bringing a sufficient supply of pure and. whole- 
some water to the City. The water was to be brought from 
the Croton River, at Muscoot Hill, to a distributing reservoir 
on the high grounds near 38th street and the Sth Avenue. 
This was considered a compliance with the directions of the 
act, and that the laying of the lateral pipes and mains, was 
no part of the duties contemplated, but was such, as would 
be postponed by the Commom Council, as the use of the 
Water and its extension would require. 


The Report of 1835, (see Document No. 1. of that year) 
estimates the expense upon the same principle as that of 
1833, namely, for bringing the waters of the Croton to a dis- 
tributing reservoir at Murray’s Hill, and the only iron pipes, 
except when syphones are mentioned, which entered into 
the estimation, was those for conveying the water from the 
receiving to the distributing reservoir. The costas estimated 
by Major Douglas, for completing the work of conveying 
the water to the reservoir at Murray’s Hill, was $4,786,639. 
That by John Martineau, Esq. was $4,225,813. 


In order however, that the Common Council and Citizens, 
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might have before them some data upon which to estimate 
the total amount of debt that must be incurred, for furnish- 
ing the City with this indispensible article of life, the Com- 
missioners employed Mr. Wenman, then Corporation Water 
Surveyor, to makean estimate of the probable cost of supply- 
ing and laying the necessary mains and conduct pipes through 
the streets of this City. His estimate amounted to $1,453,631. 
The pipes then laid, he estimated at $191,994, which de- 
ducted from the foregoing sum, leaves the amount then 
required for this object at $1,261, 627. This formed no part 
of our estimate, and was merely added to it, for the purpo- 
ses above mentioned. ‘ 

The sum authorised to be raised by loan, being less, by 
more than Two Millions of Dollars, than an estimate for 
bringing the Croton Water to the City, it could not have 
been the intention of the act of the Legislature, that any part 
of it should be applied to the laying of pipes, which, so far 
as the Croton Water is concerned, would not have been used. 
for conveying it through the streets until the whole work 
was completed. 

In corroberation of this opinion, the Commissioners beg 
leave to refer to the act itself, (see 57th Session 451) the 24th 
section of which declares, that the Common shall authorize 
the Commissioners to draw upon the Comptroller of the City 
for any sum in favor of, and to be paid to the owners of 
any lands, waters, streams or property acquired by virtue 
of this act, and in favour of, and to be paid to any contrac- 
tor for any sum due upon his contract, and also, for their in- 
cidental expenses. And the ordinance passed the 7th of 
May, 1835, directs the comptroller to pay the money raised. 
by Loan, to or on the order of the Water Commissioners, 
for the use of the work of supplying the City with pure and 
wholesome water according to the plan adopted by them for 
the purpose. 

The money therefore, can only be expended for the ob- 
jects pointed out by the statute, Viz, to the owners of any 
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Land, water, or any other necessary property on the works: 
to the contractors for the work or materials, and for the in- - 
cidental expenses of the concern; and the ordinance directs 
the payments to be made, for the expense of the work of 
supplying the City with pure and wholesome water, but the 
laying of pipes through the streets of the City, cannot give 
such supply, until the water is brought to the City. It is 
quite clear then; as the commissioners think, that it was 
neither the object of the Legislature or of the Common Coun- 
cil, that the money thus raised should be applied to any other 
purpose than what related to the supplying of the water, 
and not to the conducting of it through the streets of the Ci. 
ty ; and therefore, that the Commissioners cannot “ receive 
and take charge of laying the water pipes in the City,” un- 
less the Common Council will make an appropriation for the 
purpose, and place it under their control. 

The Commissioners hope the foregoing explanation will 
prove satisfactory to the Common Council, and that they 
will believe, they have no wish toscreen themselves from the 
performance of any duty required of them by the Law un- 
der which they hold their appointment. Respectfully sub- 
mitted, by order of the Board. 

STEPHEN ALLEN, 
Chairman of the Water Committee. 
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‘DOCUMENT No. 72. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


MARCH 2nd, 1836. 


Preamble and Resolutions, in relation to the law, requiring 
payment to be made for buildings pulled down to prevent 
the extension of fires. Presented by Mr. Ingraham. Laid 
on the,table. 


Wn. Hacanorn, Clerk. 


x 


Whereas, The Law of the Legislature providing for the 
payment to the owners of any building which may be pulled 
down or destroyed to prevent the extension of fires, damages 
therefor, and making the same a general charge upon the 
whole City, is unjust in its operations, exposes the City to un- 
just prosecutions and to a general tax for the benefit of a few; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the 81st and 83rd sections of the act, “to 
reduce several laws relating particularly to the city of New 
York into one act passed April 9th 1813,” ought to be repeal- 
ed, reserving to any individuals who now have claims against 
the Corporation under the same, their legal rights. 
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Resolved, That the Counsel of the Corporation prepare | 
the necessary memorial to the Legislature at its present ses- 
sion, praying the repeal of the said sections ; with a draft g 
a law therefor, and that the same be forwarded to t™ 
Legislature forthwith. 


ra bistite of Mas 1 grass ees 
« Mah. Adypted. Pres 























DOCUMENT No. 73. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN: 


MARCH 7th, 1836. 


Report of the Finance Committee, on the Message of the 
Mayor, on the accounts of Mess’rs Munson, Fisher, &c. for 
services December 16th. Adopted. 

' Wn. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


Mayor’s Office, 
New-York, January 25th 1836. 


GENTLEMEN oF THE Common CoUNCIL, 


enclose to you two bills, one from Captain Fisher for extra 
services performed by the 1st District Watch on the night 
of the 16th, and the morning of the 17th December. The 
other from Captain Munson for extra duties on the same 
occasion. 
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The claim of Captain Fisher is made upon the ground 
that the duties performed on that night were arduous, the 
fire having commenced before 9 o’clock, and the Watch were 
not only out all night, but to an unusually late hour in the 
morning, and many of them attended at the Police Office a 
largé portion of the forenoon. 

The bill from the 2nd District Watch is predicated upon 
the arduous duties performed in the 1st District, and it is 
alledged by Captain Munson that it has been usual to pay 
the Watch as extra duty when they have attend fires out of 
their district. 

Cc. W. LAWRENCE. 


The Committee on Finance to whom was referred the 
preceding Message from His honor the Mayor, of the 25th 
January 1836. 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That with the said Message are transmitted two bills— 
One from Captain Fisher for extra services performed by the 
1st District Watch on the night of the 16th, and morning 
of the 17th December last, amounting to $14087. The 
other from Captain Ira Munson for extra services of the 
2nd District Watch on the same occasion, and amounting to 
$110 88 in all, being $251 75. The Message states “‘ That 
“ the claim of Captain Fisher is made upon the ground that 
“the duties performed on that night were arduous—the fire 
“ having commenced before 9 o’clock, and that the Watch 
# Wwete not only out all night but to an unusually late hour in 
«the morhing, and that many of them ‘attended at the Police 
« Office a large portion of the forenoon. That the bill from 
«the 2nd District Watch is predicated upon the arduous 
« duties performed in the Ist District ; and it is alledged by 
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* Captain Munson that it has been usual to pay the Watch 
“as for extra duty when they have attended fires out of their 
“ District.” 

By Title II, Section 7, of the laws of the Corporation for 
“regulating the City Watch” it is ordained that “each of 
“the said Captains and Assistants and every Watchman, 
“shall for the purpose of preserving the peace and good govern- 
“ment of this City, obey all orders given for that purpose by the 
‘“‘ Mayor, Recorder, or either of the Aldermen or Assistants 
“of the said City for the time being, and also of the Justices 
* of the Peace or either of them on pain of removal from office.” 
And then the 8th, 9th, and 10th Sections fix the regular pay of 
Captains, Assistants and Watchmen, “for' every night they 
shall be on duty.” 


Under these regulations it appears to the Committee to be 
manifest, that the Corporation zmtended to make it the duty of 
the Watchmen to attend to any service included there, with- 
out extra allowance. The Committee do not doubt the per- 
formance of the services specified. Captains Munson and 
Fisher appeared before the Committee; and Captain Mun- 

. son said he and his men attended at the fire by orders—Cap- 
tain Fisher and his Watch voluntarily. 'The question how- 
ever is, whether the bills presented therefor should be paid 
by the City. The Committee have given the matter thor- 
ough examination and reflection, and have come to the con- 
clusion that under the circumstances it was the duty of both 
the applicants and their men to attend that fire without extra 
pay. Wehave a great regard for the efficient labors of the- 
Watch Department. The City Watch are most emphati- 
cally the night guardians of the lives and property of* our 
Citizens ; and the people do and ought to look to them for 
aid and protection, as well when a conflagration rages at 
midnight, as when a riot takes place at noon: and it appears 
the Corporation intended to secure both, by most ample pro- 
visions ; for Section 6, of Title 1st, of the Corporation Laws: 
regulating the City Watch is in these words, ‘“‘ The several 
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“« Watchmen together with the two Captains and Assistants 
‘« shall do duty in the several Districts assigned to them par- 
“ ticularly ; but in case of a riot, disorder, or OTHER NEEDFUL 
“‘occaston, they or so many of them, as shall be directed, 
“¢ shall assist the Watchmen in other Districts, WHEN REQUIRED.” 


Now the Committee believe the fire of the 16th and 17th 
of December, presented one of the very extraordinary cases 
which the Corporation have provided for by the two sections 
above set forth; having been “ a needful occasion,” and when 
the City Watch, more than at any other time were constantly 
required “ for the purpose of preserving the peace and good gov- 
“ernment of the City; and subsequent events have fully 
proved that notwithstanding all the watchfulness and pre- 
cautionary measures adopted, property to a very large 
amount was feloniously and fraudulently conveyed away 
from the place of the great fire. Do these sections contem- 
plate extra allowance for the night of a fire? By Title 3rd, 
Section 8th, of the above mentioned act, the Mayor is ‘‘ vested 
‘“‘with power to superintend, regulate and control, the City 
“Watch, in conformity with THIS Law,” i. e. the law we 
have above quoted regulating the City Watch. 

The Committee are informed that the Comptroller does 
not know of any case in which the watch were paid for at- 
tendance at fires since the burning of the Bowery Theatre in 
1831, nor of but one case before that of the Bowery Theatre ; 
and that was at the fire at Crane Wharf. That previous to 
the Conflagration of said Theatre it seems the Committee of 
the Corporation had power to audit and allow charges for 
such services, but on the revision of the ordinance soon 
thereafter that power ceased. ‘The Committee believe that 
the Corporation intended that the performance of the duties 
plainly alluded to in the section quoted, should be one of the 
conditions annexed to the appointment of the City Watch: 
and that had it been otherwise, the Corporation long before 
this, would have established a rate of Compensation, or left 
that duty to the Mayor, Comptroller or other Officer. 
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While this Committee entertain ajust sense of the valuable 
labors of the Officersand men of our Watch department, they — 
cannot perceive the propriety of making a Distinction in this 
matter, in favour of Watchmen. The firemen themselves, 
indeed, might as well claim pay for services rendered at an 
unusually extensive and tedious fire; and then for the like 
services in unusually bad weather. The Marshalls too, and 
Constables, Street Inspectors and others, a like manner as the 
city watch, are required to attend fires ; and they did attend 
' the. great fire ; and as in the case of the Watchmen, the com- 
mittee have also witnessed their useful efforts. They never 
ask for allowance for extra services at fires: nor for the va- 
rious other occasional duties performed, and required of them. 
The Committee do not believe them entitled to any: but, in 
the opinion of the Committee, as much so as the City watch. 
And indeed they cannot see why the City watch or the other 
officers should any sooner receive money for their attendance 
at the great fire of the 16th, than the thousands of spirited 
citizens who actively and generously exerted themselves, 
some at the hazard of life, to stop the fire, to protect and 
preserve the property of the sufferers, and to rescue and 
conduct the houseless and the ruined, to homes and to suste- 
nance. Should the Committee accede to the wishes ofthese 
petitioners, it is impossible to foresee where it would end.— 
One thing is certain, it would be an admission that because 
men hold appointments from the Corporation, they may 
cease, or refuse, to act as good neighbors, good citizens, and 
indeed like faithful officers, unless by the influence of great 
allowances of money. ‘This increase of taxation for this City 
would be unreasonable and uncalled for. The Committee 
feel assured that when the applicants themselves shall calm- 
ly examine this subject they cannot materially disagree with 
the Committee in the matter. And believing most sincerely, 
that in the organization of the Watch Department the Cor- 
poration, properly and manifestly, intended that the City 
Watch both in: time of fire and riot, should step forth and 
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share in the difficulties and burthens of them without extra 
compensation; and not being aware of any ordinance ma- 
king allowance for the services of Watchmen at fires, they re- 
spectfully ask leave to submit the following Resolution ; viz: 
Resolved, That Payment of the Bills of Captain Ira Mun- 
son and. of Capt. Daniel Fisher, amounting in all to $251 75, 
above annexed and referred to in the said Message of his 
Honor the Mayor, be and the same is hereby refused. 


AARON CLARK, Committee on 
BENJAMIN TOWNSEND, $ Finance. 


New York March 7th, 1836. 





























DOCUMENT No. 74. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


MARCH 14th, 1836. 


Report of the Police Committee on, the Resolution pre- 
sented by Mi. Jordan, to create a new Watch District out 
of the Second Watch District. 

Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


Wa. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Committee on Police to whom was referred the Reso- 
lution to make a new Water District, &c. ask leave to report 
by bill as follows: 

A Law to amend a Law entitled ‘a Law to regulate the 
City Watch.” 

The Mayor Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New 
York in Common Council convened do ordain as follows: 

§1. The city of New York shall be divided into five 
Watch Districts as hereinafter provided: and to each of thé 
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said Districts shall be assigned two Captains and four Assis- 
tants, or such further number as the Common Council may, 
from time to time by Resolution ‘direct. 

§ 2. The First Watch District, shall continue to compre- 
hend all that part of the said city described as the- first 
Watch District, in the Second Section of the Third title of 
the Law hereby amended. 

§ 3. The Second Watch, District, shall comprehend all that - 
part of the City which is ‘situated to the Eastward and South- 
ward of aline beginning on the East river at the foot of James’ 
Slip, and ‘ravining thence up/the'middle of James st. to Chat- 
ham street, across Chatham street to Mulberry st, through the 
middle of Mulberry-st. to the middle of Bayard-st. siidugh: 
the middle of Bayard ‘street to the) middle of Orange street, » 
through the middle of Orange street to the middle of Grand 
street, through the middle of Grand street to the middle of 
Mulberry street, through the middle of Mulberry street to 
the middle of Broome street, through the middle of Broome 
street! to the middle of the Bowery, through the! middle of the 
Bowery to the middle of Rivington street, and el the 
middle of Rivington street to the East river. 


§ 4. The Third Watch District, shall comprehend all’ that 
partof the city bounded by a line beginning on: the North 
river at the footof Northmoore street, and running thence 
through the middle of Northmoore street to Chapel street, 
across Chapel street to the middle of White street, through 
the middle of White street to the middle of Orange street, 
through the middle of Orange street to the middle of Grand 
street, through the middle of Grand street to the middle of 
Mulberry street, through the middle of Mulberry street tothe 
middle of Broome street, through’ the middle of Broome 
street to the middle of the Bowery, through the middle of the 
Bowery to the middle of Eighth street, through the middle 
of Eighth street to the middle of the Sixth Avenue, through 
the middle’ of the Sixth Avenue to the middle of Greenwich 
Janie, through the'middle of Greenwich Lane to the middle of 
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“Christopher street, and through the middle of Christopher 
street to the North River. é 
aay af The Fourth Watch District shall comprehend all that 
part of the city now or hereafter to be included in the Watch 
and lamp District and lying to the Northward of the Third 
Watch District and tothe westward of a line drawn through 
the middle of the Bowery road and the Fourth Avenue. 

§ 6. The Fifth Watch District, shall comprehend all that 
part of the city now or hereafter to be included in the Watch 
and lamp District, and not embraced in the other districts 
above described, 

§ 7. The Captain who may have the command of the 
Watchmen in any district during the night, shall on the next 
morning make a return to the special Justices in such form 
as they may direct, of the names of all persons apprehended 
by the Watch under his command and detained in custody 
together with the nature of the offences with which they may 
be charged respectively. 

§ 8. The said returns from the First and Second Districts 
shall be made, and the prisoners therein named shall be 
conveyed to the lower police office, and from the Third 
Fourth and Fifth Districts such returns shall be made and 
such prisoners conveyed to the Upper Police office. 

§ 9. Each of the said Captains shall keep in a book provi- 
ded for that purpose, the names of all Watchmen who may 
have served under his command during each night, together 
with the number and names of the defaulters and the rea- 
sons for such defaults if known, and shall exhibit the same 
for the information of the Common Council when required, 
and to the Mayor of the City for his inspection on the first 
Monday of every month ; ‘such book shall also contain copies 
of the returns made to the Special Justices. 

§ 10. It shall be the duty of every Captain or Assistant, 
having command at any Watch House, when an alarm of 
fire shall have been given by the ringing of the City Hall 
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bell for a reasonable time, to cause the bell of such Watch 
House to be ringing with the same stroke as may be used by 
the City Hall bell to indicate the direction of the fire. And 
whenever a fire shall take place the situation of which is cer- 
tainly known to any such Captain or Assistant, he shall 
without waiting for the alarm to be rung by the City Hall 
bell, cause the bell of such Watch House to be rung with 
the proper stroke to indicate the situation of such fire. 

§ 11. The Seventh, Eighth and Ninth sections of the First 
Title, and the First, Second, Third, and Fourth sections of 
the third Title of the Law hereby amended are hereby re- 
pealed. 


R. R. WARD, Committee. 


L. P. JORDAN, Police 
JOHN CLEAVELAND, 





DOCUMENT No, 75. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


MARCH 2st, 1836. 


Report of the Select Committee to whom it was referred, 
to enquire into and report to this Board, “‘ the powers and 
rights, ifany, which the President and Directors of the Man- 
hattan Company have, to take up the pavements of this city, 
and lay water pipes under the surface of the streets. And that 
such Committee also report, such measures as in their opin- 
ion it may be expedient for the Common Council to adopt 
in reference to said Company.” Laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 

Wn. Hacavorn, Clerk. 


The above resolution presents two distinct subjects for 
the consideration of your Committee. The first branch of 
the enquiry involves the consideration of matters of fact and 
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law difficult to be ascertained, requiring much examination, 
and should such enquiries have resulted by the action of the 
Common Council in legal proceedings against the company, 
requiring much expense and delay, with the uncertainty as 
regards the issue necessarily attending all legal proceedings. 
Such proceedings to have any useful tendency, should be 
sought with the view of dissolving their acts of incorpora- 
tion. To make the experiment and not to succeed, would 
but strengthen the Company at the expense of the Corpora- 
tion. ‘The Authorities of the City ought not unnecessarily 
to engage in any uncertain contest—taking with them in 
every instance the right and justice of a cause and main- 
taing these at all hazards, they should never use the great 
powers invested in them for the benefit of the people, to take 
from individuals or Corporations, rights granted to them by 
the laws of the land, unless for flagrant breaches of the pow- 
ers and privileges conceded for their use. 


The embarrassments presented by a consideration of the 
first branch of the resolution, constituting your Committee, 
led them to a careful examination of the duties devolved 
upon them by the second branch, in these words, viz: ‘that 
such Committee also report such measures, as in their opinion it 
may be expedient for the Common Council to adopt in reference 
to said Company.” 

Your Committee on a full examination of the law incor- 
porating the Manhattan Company passed April 1797, are of 
opinion, that it contains powers that may be exceedingly use- 
ful to the Corporation in their experiment to furnish the City 
with an abundant supply of pure and wholesome water. | 
The most important of the provisions contained in that act, 
is asummary mode of proceeding, by which lands required 
for the use of the Company can be obtained on making just 
compensation to the owner. This power odious in its exer- 
cise by a private incorporation, is unexceptionable in. the 
hands of the public authorities—a private incorporation use 
it for the benefit of their stockholders foreign or domestic ; 
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But the Common Council exert it for the benefit of all the 
inhabitants and can have no interest incompatible with the 
public welfare. 

This power it may be remarked is greater and will be 
of more convenient use for the Common Council than the 
mode prescribed by the law under which the waters of the 
Croton are to be distributed to all the inhabitants of this 
city. 

All the powers of the Manhattan Company appear to 
your Committee ample and sufficient for the purposes of 
their incorporation, viz: the supplying the city with pure 
and wholesome water—lIn the lawful exercise of those pow- 
ers it may well be apprehended that difficulties will hereafter 
arise between the Common Council and that company when 
the waters of the Croton shall flow upon this Island. Vexa- 
tious questions between the parties will necessarily occur, 
and frequent suits at law must be the inevitable consequence. 
The breaking up of the streets has ever since the company first 
went into operation, been a constant source of annoyance to 
the citizens and the Corporation. The necessary work for the 
laying and repairing their pipes has through the negligence 
or want of skill of their agents, been frequently executed by 
the company during their excavations, in a manner unneces- 
sarily inconvenient to the inhabitants, and generally when 
completed leaving our public streets with broken pavements 
and ina very disordered state. The legislation of the City 
has frequently been directed toa correction of this evil, but 
the inherent difficulties of this subject have prevented any 
very successful results of such legislation. The City for 
many years enjoyed the use of the Manhattan Water for 
the extinguishment of fires—the supply was very considera- 
ble and its use of great advantage on many occasions. But 
a proper act of the Common Council on the fruitful theme of 
broken pavements and disordered streets induced the com- 
pany to cut off the supply for fires and the city has for several 
years been denied the advantage of this very important supply. 
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The great extent of the powers of the Manhattan Company 
and the inconveniencies arising from their exercise, early 
attracted the attention of the Common Council, and on the 
application of both the parties, the Legislature on the 25th 
March 1808, passed a supplementary act authorising the 
company to lease or sell all their water works, pipes, con- 
duits, canals and all matters and things appertaining to the 
same and the real estate appurtenant to the said works, and 
also all their right to supply the said city with water, and 
the said act makes it lawful for the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commonalty of this city to acquire, take and hold the same. 


Public sentiment at that day no less than at present, was 
in favor of vesting the sole right to supply the city with water 
in the Corporation, as the constituted guardians of its proper- 
ty. Previous to the institution of the Manhattan company, 
(reports a former Committee,) this measure was recommen- 
ded to the Corporation by a respectable and enlightened 
Committee, and although it untortunately failed, yet it has 
commanded the attention of subsequent Boards, and there 
has been no diversity of opinion on the general expediency 
of being invested with the exclusive power, although there 
may have been at different periods variencies in sentiment 
with regard to the mode and extent of executing it, and 
although obstacles from various sources have hitherto inter- 
fered to prevent the accomplishment of this desirable ob- 
ject, when your Committee consider the importance of this 
power in supplying the citizens with good water for domestic 
purposes, in guarding against the ravages of fire and disease, 
in purifying the streets and in accomodating the public buil- 
dings, they cannot but recommend to the Corporation the 
most prompt and efficient measures for obtaining it. 

These sentiments strengthened by the vast increase in 
population and the continued prosperity of the city have led 
to the bold and happy project of supplying our streets and 
houses with the waters of the Croton River. But splen- 
did as that magnificent enterprize certainly is, and worthy 
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of the spirit and resources of our favored metropolis—the 
same enlightened public opinion which has demanded and 
put in progress this great public work, requires that the 
whole powers for supplying the city with water should be 
invested in the Corporation, provided that the rights of the 
Manhattan Company can be obtained on reasonable terms. 


Impressed with this belief, your Committee have thought 
it their duty to take every step leading to the accomplish- 
ment of so desirable an object, and accordingly applied to 
the Manhattan company for the terms upon which they 
would consent to sell their water privileges to the Corpora- 
tion. The difficulty of fixing a satisfactory price, the heavy 
expenditures required for the great water project and other 
improvements now in progress, induced your Committee to 
believe that it would be more advantageous to the city to 
lease the same of the Manhattan company at a certain fixed 
annual rent, not to be increased and for a specified term to 
be granted by that Corporation. ; 


On the application of your Committee the Manhattan 
Company readily appointed their Water Committee to meet 
and confer with them upon the terms for such lease, and 
after a long negotiation they have succeded in settling the 
terms, the particulars whereof are hereunto annexed. 


The Committee believe that this arrangement would be 
advantageous to the city—that any individual having the 
power, would readily embrace the opportunity of increas- 
ing his means by so beneficial a contract—a contract that 
in the hands of the Corporation would enable them to draw 
a much larger amount of revenue than has ever been 
derived by the Manhattan Company, or could be realized by 
their greatest efforts. 

The reasons which might be adduced in favor of the 
measure now proposed by your Committee are numerous, 
and among them your Committee would state as of the ut- 
most importance ; the furnishing of a large supply of water 
in the lower part of the city, in case of fire ; the additional 
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extent of pipes through which water may be at once con- 
veyed, (being fourteen miles of iron pipes and about thirty 
miles of wooden ones,) and the great benefit of having a 
supply of water of more than two millions of gallons per 
day even after the Croton water shall be brought to this city. 
A supply of this kind will provide a great safe-guard against 
deficiencies from that source, will also be a safe reliance 
against danger from the bursting of acqueducts or pipes, to 
which such works are at all times liable. It is also proposed 
for the Manhattan Company to build a new reservoir of the 
same height and dimensions as the one on 13th-street, which 
will enable the city to unite all the pipes together, and afford 
at once to all the city where the pipes extend, a full and 
adequate supply of water for the extinguishment of fires 
at all times. 

The limitation of the time of the lease to twenty-one 
years is an act of caution on the part of the Company, and 
your Committee think that there should be a renewal of the 
lease for the further term of twenty-one years, and they pro- 
pose requiring such renewal as one of the conditions on which 
they will take the lease. In the mean time the assent of 
the Legislature may be obtained to a perpetual lease, if it 
shall be found necessary on the part of the Common Council 
---under any view of the subject it appears to be of great im- 
portance to the City, and will effect a settlement of all the 
unpleasant disputes which are now so often occurring be- 
tween the Company and the Corporation---and they without 
any hesitation recommend the acceptance of the proposed 
lease, with the covenant to renew the same for twenty-one 
years, after the expiration of the first term. 

If the Common Council determine to accept of a lease 
as proposed, it will be necessary to appoint a Joint Com- 
mittee of both Boards to settle the details of the same, and 
your Committee offer the following Resolutions for the adop- 
tion of the Common Council : 


Resolved, (if the Board of Aldermen concur,) That the 
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~ Common Council will accept a lease from the Manhattan 
Company of all their water-works, pipes, lands connected 
therewith, and water rights, as proposed in the annexed 
offer, at an annual rent of $16,000 and the interest on the 
cost of the reservoir, with the covenant for a renewal of 
the same for a further term of twenty-one years. 

Resolved, That a Joint Committee of both Boards be ap- 
pointed to settle the details of the lease, and when prepared, 
that they report the same to the Common Council before 

execution. 


R. R. WARD, 
D. P. INGRAHAM, 
JOHN CLEAVELAND. 


PROPOSAL 
FROM THE WATER COMMITTEE OF THE MAN- 
HATTAN COMPANY. 


The Water Committee of the Manhattan Company have 
suggested for the consideration of the Common Council the 
following terms, with the belief that if acceptable to the 
Common Council, they will be acceded to by the Manhat- 
tan Company. 

To lease under the authority of the act supplementary to 
the charter of the Manhattan Company all their water- 
works, pipes, conduits, canals and all matters and things 
appertaining to the same, and the real estate appurtenant to 
the said works, that is to say, all the land on Reed, Cross, 
Elm and Duane-streets, laid down and coloured pink on 
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the Map, No. 1. herewith, with the large and small wells, 
buildings, water-works, iron and wooden pipes appurtenant 
thereto. 

Also, all the land on Bleecker and Mercer-streets, flaid 
down and coloured pink on Map No. 2, herewith, being one 
hundred feet on Bleecker-street and one hundred and sixty- 
three feet on Mercer-st. with the dwelling-house, wells and 
reservoir and water-works thereon, and pipes of conduit ap- 
purtanent thereto. 

And also, the reservoir on Chamber-street, and also all 
their right to supply the said city with water. 

And inasmuch as the Manhattan Company expect to ac- 
quire title to the gore formed in Cross-street, between that 
and Centre-street, and also to the land belonging to the es- 
tate of the late Mr. Janeway, laid down and coloured green 
on the Map No. 1, herewith, for which application has been 
made to the Supreme Court, and when acquired, propose to 
erect thereon a reservoir in substitution of that on Chamber- 
street, and thereupon to discontinue the reservoir on Cham- 
ber-street, and disconnect it with their water-works, as no 
longer necessary or appurtenant thereto, they will provide 
in the said lease, that upon acquiring title to the said gore and 
land the Manhattan Company will erect thereon a reservoir 
with pipes, and that upon the completion thereof, the said 
gore, land, reservoir and pipes, shall be deemed and taken 
as appurtenant to the water-works and as part of the demis- 
ed premises, and the reservoir on Chamber-street shall then 
be discontinued and shall be surrendered up to the Manhat- 
tan Company, as no longer appurtenant to the water-works 
so soon thereafter as the same shall be demanded in writing 
by the Manhattan Company. That the time to be granted 
be for twenty-one years from the first day of 
That an annual rent be reserved of $16,000, and from and 
after the completion of the new reservoir, and the substitu- 
tion of it for that on Chamber-street, an additional annual 
rent or sum equal to six per cent on the cost of the said gore 


‘ 
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and land so to be acquired, and of the reservoir with pipes 
to be built thereon. The Corporation of the City of New- 
York entering into the usual covenants to pay the rent, to 
keep, maintain, and surrender in good repair, with excep- 
tion for use and wear, [excluding the wooden pipes] to pay 
all taxes and assessments of every kind whatever, except 
the assessment for opening Centre-street. 


INVENTORY 


Of Lands, Buildings and other Estate of the Manhattan 
Company, wanted by the Corporation of the City of New 
York, on lease. 


Value. 

One Lot and Building on Elm-street, lot 23 by 96 
feet, . F - ‘ $6,000 

One Lot, corner of Elm and Reed-streets, 24 by 
76 feet, with buildings thereon, : $8,000 


Three Lots on Reed-street, 24 by 76 and 75 3 
each, valued at $6,000, exclusive of buildings, $18,000. 
Two Lots on Reed-street, 24 by 98 feet each, ex- 
clusive of buildings, i ; $14,000 
One Angular Lot,corner of Reed and Cross streets, 
exclusive of the value of the large Well, $8,000 
One large Lot, corner of Duane and Cross-streets, $12,000 
Stone Engine House on Reed-street, two low pres- : 
sure Engines, copper boilers, 18 horse pow- 
er each, : ; . 
Large Well and smaller also producing about 
1,600,000 gallons of water per 24 hours, $100,000 
Fourteen miles of Iron Pipes, laid with all the ne- 
cessary branches, stop-cocks, hydrants, 25 $100,000 
25 to 80 miles of wood pipes of conduit, . $66,000 


_ $30,000 
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Bleecker-street Water-works, four lots of ground 
25 by 100’ feet, nearly on Bleécker-street, 
valued at $10,000 each, 
One Lot 63 by 50 feet deep, on Mercer-street, va~ 
“lued at 


Reservoir, iron tank, brick building, on the above: , 


Lots, ‘ elegy F é 

About 5,600 ft. 10 inch iron pipe, laid with branch- 
es and all the necessary stop-cocks, hy- 
drants, &c. pumps, &c. 

One Steam Engine, boiler high pressure, complete, 
Well and also Well drilled 400 feet in the rock, 
whole depth 444 feet, 
Temporary use of Reservoir in Chamber-st, &c. 
and fixtures, until the Reservoir is built, 

$30,000. 


[Value. 
$40,000" 
$12,000 
$13,200 
$14,700 

$6,000 


$25,000 
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DOCUMENT Wo. 76. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


MARCH 28th, 1836. 


Report of the Committee on Streets of the Board of Assis- 
tant Aldermen on the petition, or proceedings, in the nature 
of a petition, of a public meeting of the owners of property 
on William street, between Maiden Lane and Frankfort 
street, and owners of property on the adjacent streets, pray- 
ing for the widening of William street from Maiden Lane to 
Frankfort street, and the extension of William street from 
Frankfort street in a direct line to Chatham street, and on 
sundry remonstrances against that measure, (accompanied 
by amap.) Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Wa. Hacavorn, Clerk. 


The Street Committee of the Board of Assistants, to whom 
were referred the proceedings of a meeting of the owners 
of property in William street, from Maiden Lane to Frank- 
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fort street, and owners of property on streets adjacent, held 
on the 14th November, 1835; and which proceedings are 
in the nature of a petition for the widening and continuation 
of William street, from Frankfort to Chatham streets, also 
the objections of James Thompson to that measure, and also 
the remonstrance against the same measure of Peter Loril- 
lard and others; and also the separate remonstrance of 
Abner L. Ely ; and‘ also the remonstrance of Gabriel Ha- 
vens and others, . 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That the subject of widening William street, and the ex- 
tension of the same, in a direct line from Frankfort street to 
Chatham street, has long been agitated among those citizens 
immediately concerned as owners of property to be thereby 
affected, and in one mode or other has been presented to the 
Common Council, and received no small share of the atten- 
tention of the Street Committees of this Board for nearly 

~two years. By a reference to - the files of the late Board of 
Assistant Aldermen, it will appear that as early as the 2nd 
of June 1834, this subject was brought to the notice of this 
branch of the Commom Council, by a petition signed by 
many owners of property on William street, and its vicinity, 
praying that William street, might be widened on the wes- 
terly side thereof from Wall street to Frankfort street, so as 
to make the same 45 feet wide from Wall street to Maiden 
Lane, and fifty feet wide from Maiden Lane to Frankfort 
street; and this petition also suggested the propriety of ex- 
tending William street fifty feet in width trom Frankfort 
street to Chatham streets. Upon this petition an able Report 
bearing date of the 6th August 1834, was made by the 
Street Committee of the late Board (see Doc. 17 of their 
proceedings), containing a full discussion ofthis matter, and 
presenting much valuable information. This Report was 
adverse to the prayer of the petitioners, not however, on the 
ground that the Committee deemed it inexpedient, substan- 
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tially, to make the improvement suggested by the Petition- 
ers, but because the proposed improvement was but a part 
of a plan for the improvement of the entire street, and if 
made at all, that Committee thought it should be made in 
connection with the widening of William street through its 
entire length from Wall to Pearl street and the extension of 
William street to Chatham street. This Report contem- 
plated that William street, might become one of the great 
thoroughfares of the City, and that a greater width might be 
necessary in that portion of the street commencing at Maiden 
Lane and extending to Chatham street, than fifty feet which 
was the width prayed for by those Petitioners. These 
seem to be the general grounds on which the Committee 
recommended a denial of the measure as then proposed. It 
appears that simultaneously with the coming in of this Re- 
port, the petition of Allison Post and others was presented, 
praying that William street be widened to forty-five feet in 
width from Wall street to Maiden Lane, and from thence to 
Chatham street by.the proposed extension thereof at a width 
of fifty feet. It appears that their Report was referred back 
to the Street Committee together with the said petition, 
under a resolution which instructed the Committee to inquire 
into the expediency of widening William street to a width 
not less than forty-five feet from Wall street to Maiden Lane, 
and from thence to Frankfort street, at a width of sixty feet, 
or some other width not less than fifty feet, and extending 
the same through to Chatham street, and also the widening 
of William street from Frankfort to Pearl street. It turther 
appears in the history of this subject, that on the 15th Octo- 
ber 1834, the Street Committee made a partial Report and 
accompanied the same with resolutions, authorizing the 
Committee together with the Street Commissioner to obtain 
an estimate of the damages and benefits that might arise or 
accrue to real property along the line of William street, by 
widening that street to a width of fifty feet, also a width of 
sixty feet, and extending William street in a direct line 
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through to Chatham street, of the like width; and also au- 
thorising the selection and employment of three discreet per- 
sons, as Commissioners to make such estimate at the expense 
of the City, which resolutions were adopted. 

Pending these examinations before the street Committee, 
and before they made any further Report on the subject con- 
cerning which they were instructed to inquire, the President 
and Directors of the Bank of America, being desirous imme- 
diately to improve their property at the corner of William 
street and Wall street, in conjunction with other parties inter- 
ested, pressed the Common Council for an immediate deci- 
sion of so much of the question then before the Street Com- 
mittee of the Board of Assistants, as related to that part of 
William street between Wall street and Maiden Lane; and 
their petition was referred to a Select Committee whose Re- 
port (Doc. 35 of the late Board of Assistants) recommending 
the widening of William street on the westerly side thereof 
from Wall street to Maiden Lane, was adopted on the 5th 
January 1835, and afterwards the Resoltition to, that effect 
passed the Board of Aldermen, and thus so much of the sub- 
ject, originally connected with that now in question, and now 
perhaps having some bearing upon its proper decision, was 
finally brought to aclose. The Special Committee, in their 
report above alluded to, seem to have been influenced in 
the recommendation of forty feet, as the proper width of Wil- 
liam street between Maiden Lane and Wall street, by the 
following considerations. That a large proportion, if not all 
the proprietors, concurred in representing forty feet as the 
most convenient and proper width for that section of William 
street, and requested them to adopt it. That asa general 
rule, it was unsound legislation, to open streets to a greater 
width than is required by these citizens immediately interest- 
ed in the benefits, as well as the damages which may there- 
by accrue—That a due regard to the expense of the proposed 
measure induced them to recommend forty feet, as the proper ~ 
width, because 40 feet being wide enough to suit the views of 
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the Petitioners, who wished to convert that part of William 
street into a commercial street, fit for the wholesale or job- 
bing business, would not be attended with much more than 
half the expense, which would be incurred by widening it 
even five feet more and making‘a width of forty-five feet. 
And, finally, the Special Cacintunos intimate an opinion that 
if William street should be w idened above Maiden Lane, and 
extended to Chatham-street, so as to become a thorough- 
fare, it might well terminate at Maiden-lane, as it respects 
its character as a thoroughfare, or at some other street 
more remote from Wall-street, and the Committee declar- 
ed that they had no satisfactory reason to believe that 
street improvements commencing in the upper parts of the 
city should necessarily centre in Wall-street, attended, as 
they must be, with great, and as you approach Wall-street, 
with increased expense. It is not distinctly stated, but i itis 
manifest that in the last remark, the Special Committee re- 
ferred to the sometimes contemplated union of Centre-street 
when widened, with William-street, if extended to Chatham 
street, and to such a thoroughfare as might be thereby crea- 
ted. The next proceeding on this subject, pursuing the order 
of time, is the Report of the Street Committee of the late 
Board of Assistant Aldermen of the 13th April, 1835, (Doc. 
No. 57 of their Proceedings,) and which now lies on the 
table of the present Board of Assistants, with its accompa- 
nying documents and resolutions, as unfinished business. 
This Report is a very elaborate and valuable paper, and is 
accompanied by the estimates of the Commissioners of the 
expense of widening William-street to a width of fifty feet, 
and also io a width of sixty feet, and of the expense of ex- 
tending the street to Chatham-street. To this last mention- 
ed Report, and also to these before mentioned, your Com- 
mittee beg leave to refer the members of this Board, and 
they have thus at great length, and they fear at the risk of 
being deemed tedious, set forth the previous action of the 
Common Council, and the Committees on the subject of 
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William-street, in the hope of aiding gentlemen in the eluci- 
dation of this topic, by presenting them a single paper which 
may at least serve to conveniently point their attention in 
the right direction, if they choose to examine the discus- 
sions abies: who boats gone before us on this embarrassing 
question. 

The several questions arising upon the various Petitions 
and Remonstrances referred to your Committee, are— 

1st. Shall William-street be widened from Maiden-lane 
to Frankfort-street ? and if so, 

2d. To what width and on which side of the street. 

3d. Shall a new street, to correspond with the improved 
width of William-street be opened from Chatham-street to 
Frankfort-street, so as to extend Williar-street in a direct 
line ? 

Ast. Ought the Street to be widened? 

On this point your Committee have little difficulty. They 
are satisfied, that the present width of the Street, renders it 
unfit for the purposes to which from its location, it may be 
most usefully and profitably devoted, being but 33 feet 2 
inches wide in some places, and at no point eaceeding 37 
feet. William-street is likely soon to become the site of ~ 
lofty buildings for commercial purposes, and if thus occu- 
pied, every consideration connected with the public safety, 
as well as the private interests of the individual proprietors, 
leads to the opinion that the street should have greater 
width, and in this opinion, your Committee feel justified in 
saying the holders of the property concerned generally con- 
cur—Upon the second question, “‘what width shall be adopt- 
ed?” your Committee have arrived at a conclusion differ- 
ent from that of the Committee of the late Board of Assist- 
ants, whose able Report now lies upon your table. That 
Report recommends 60 feet as the proper width, and re- 
commends an alteration of the general Law of the City, so 
as to prohibit in that Street, the construction of any project- 
tions, such as steps, windows, or platforms, which should 
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extend beyond the line of the Street. Sixty feet appears to 
‘be recommended by that Report, on the ground that thereby 
William-street would be rendered a fit thoroughfare for at 
least a portion of the public carriages and the flow of foot 
passengers which now throng Broadway, and in that view 
of the subject, the Report, with much force of reasoning, 
recommends the adoption of the measure, “‘ even at a largei 
charge upon the City Treasury.” So strongly impressed 
were the enlightened and able authors of that Report with 
a sense of the public importance of widening William-street 
to 60 feet in width, and extending the street to Chatham- 
street, that though they estimated the whole expense “at a 
sum not much less than Six Hundred Thousand Dollars, ° 
including in such estimate the value of buildings to be de- 
stroyed at upwards of One Hundred and Fifty Thousand 
Dollars, one third of which last sum it was conceded would 
fall a charge upon the public ; they intimate, distinctly, that 
if this desirable object could not be effected with the aid of 
that portion of the damages which the Commissioners of 
Estimate and Assessmert might assess upon the City, ac- 
cording to the existing Statute, that application should be 
made to the Legislature for power to bring a larger portion 
of the public funds in aid of this measure. They were, how- 
ever, of opinion, that no such application would be neces- 
sary, and if the City paid one-third part of the value of the - 
buildings destroyed, the object. could be accomplished.— 
Your Committee have been slow to differ with their prede- 
cessors on this subject. It is manifest, that they examined the 
matters before them, not only with their accustomed ability, 
but pursued all its details with unwearied industry. They 
heard. all the parties over and over, and over again, with a 
willing ear and with patience unexhausted. They turned the 
subject to the light of reason in all its bearings, end viewed 
it in all aspects, discussed its merits, and urged their con- 
clusions with a force of reasoning rarely surpassed in the dis- 
charge of the like duties, by Committees of the Common 
Council. 
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If your Committee were convinced, as their predecessors 
undoubtedly were, that the widening of William-street to 
sixty feet, and extending it of the like width to Chatham- 
street, would provide such a thoroughfare for omnibusses, 
or other carriages transporting passengers, as to relieve, 
in any considerable degree, the throng and confliction of 
vehicles and people passing up and down Broadway, they 
would have hesitated still more to depart from their reason- 
ing, and might, perhaps, have adopted all their conclusions. 
But your Committee are not thus convinced ; and from the 
location of William-street, even with the proposed extension 
to Chatham-street, terminating, as it would, in Chatham- 
street, at a point where if it could not conveniently be con- 
nected with any commodious street leading up town, and 
being substantially parallel to that part only of Broadway 
lying below the Park, and above Maiden-lane, its value, 
as a thoroughfare for carriages passing up and down town, 
would be wholly inadequate to its cost. Besides, if the ob- 
ject be to provide another thoroughfare, your Committee are 
not satisfied that sixty feet is a sufficient width. For this 
purpose eighty feet at least should be taken, which, no 
doubt, would swell the expense to more than a million of 
dollars. . 

But again, to widen the street sixty feet is opposed, as 
your Committee believe, by the unanimous voice of all the 
parties interested, and this your Committee deem a control- 
ling fact, for they cannot regard this as one of those clear 
cases where the public necessities will justify legislation in 
opposition to the will of all parties, thereby immediately 
affected in their private interests. ~ 

As a street for business purposes, it has been contended 
by the proprietors of ground on William-street that forty- 


_ five feet of width is sufficient; but to the knowledge of your 


Committee, there has never been any very earnest opposi- 
tion from those who favored the proposition to widen the 
street at all, to the adoption of fifty feet, which is the width 
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your Committee have always desired to recommend. Ata 
general meeting of the parties interested in this subject, held 
at the Consistory Room of the Reformed Dutch Church, on 
the 14th November last, and whose proceedings in regard to 
William-street are among the papers referred to the Com- 
mittee, it was resolved “ that forty-five feet and no more,” 
ought to be the width of the street. Since that meeting, and 
especially since the 17th December last, your Committee, 
in personal interviews with many of the parties who attended 
that meeting, and others who are interested, have been 
assured that a width of fifty feet would meet with general 
approbation, provided an exception be made, with respect 
to that small portion of the street lying between Ann and 
Fulton streets, and thereby to leave the building on the west 
side thereof, called the North Dutch Church, unaffected, and 
actually untouched, by the proposed alteration of the line of 
the street. Under the belief that William street, below 
Frankfort, will shortly be occupied with buildings used for 
wholesale stores, and of great height, your Committee are 
of opinion that security from fire is not sufficiently consulted 
by making the street of any less width than fifty feet and 
in recommending that width, with the exception before 
stated, they have reason to believe they have the approba- 
tion of most of the proprietors. 

With regard to the question on which side of the street 
shall the proposed widening be made, your Committee are 
happy to say there never has been much diversity of opinion 
since the estimates for widening on the east side were com- 
pleted, either among the parties concerned, as owners, or 
with the several Committees who had had charge of the 
subject. It has been generally conceded that to widen the 
street by cutting off from the westerly side will be the least 
expensive; and your Committee do not recollect that this 
position has been questioned, since the subject has been 
before them. 

It now remains to consider the question, shall William 
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street be extended from Frankfort to Chatham street ? This 
portion of the proposed improvement, your Committee are 
not at present prepared to recommend. It is a measure 
which may, with great propriety, and no doubt hereafter, 
will again be brought to the notice of the Common Council, 
and if attended now by less opposition from the proprietors of 
ground immediately affected thereby, your Committee might, 
perhaps, have recommended its adoption. The owners of 
the ground to be occupied, with the exception of the owner 
of one lot, oppose it. The proprietors of the lots adjacent, 
and opposite to its proposed junction with Chatham street, 
oppose it; and under these circumstances your Committee 
are not, at present, inclined to recommend the extension of 
William street to Frankfort street, and they desire to be dis- 
charged from further consideration of this portion of the 
subject referred to them, and they submit the following Reso- 
lutions ; 

Resolved, That the first resolution submitted by the Street 
Committee of the late Board of Assistant Aldermen, ap- 
pended to their Report, dated the 13th day of April, 1835, 
on the subject of widening and extending William street, be 
amended by striking out the word “ Frankfort,” in the sec- 
ond line, and inserting the word “Fulton,” and by filling the 
blank in the fourth line with the word “fifty.” That the 
second of the said Resolutions be amended by striking out 
the word “ Frankfort” at the end of the first, and the begin- 
ning of the second lines, and inserting the word “ Fulton ;” 
by striking out the word “Pearl” in the second line, and 
inserting the word “Ann;” by striking out the word “ Kast” 
in the third line of said second resolution, and inserting the 
word “ West ;” and by filling the blank space in the fourth 
line with the words “ forty nine.” 

Resolved, That William street be widened from Ann-st. 
to Frankfort street, by cutting off from the front of the lots, on 
the West side thereof, enough land to make the same of the 
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uniform width of fifty feet, according to the plan designa-- 
ted on the map accompanying this Report. 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient, at this time to extend Wil- 
liam-street, by opening a new street, in a direct line with 
- William-street, from Frankfort-street to Chatham-street, and 
that the Committee on Streets be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of this subject. 

Resolved, That the Counsel of the Board be instructed to 
take the usual measures to carry into effect the Resolutions 
directing the widening of William street, on the Westerly 
side thereof, from Maiden Lane to Frankfort street. 

BENJAMIN TOWNSEND, ; Committee on 
EDWARD CURTIS, | Streets. 
New-York, March 28th; 1836. 
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DOCUMENT No. 77. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


MARCH 28th, 1836. 


Report of the Assistant Street Commissioner, on the Re- 
solution in relation to Court Yards. Laid on the table, and 


ordered to be printed. 
Wma. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Street Commissioner, to whom was referred the fol- 
lowing Resolution, viz. 

“ Resolved, That the Street Commissioner report to this 
Board, the Streets in which permission has been granted by 
the Common Council, or by Committees, to enclose any 
portion of the same for Court yards 5” 


RESPECTFULLY REPORTS, 


"That permission has been granted in two instances only, 
to enclose a portion ef the street for Court yards, and in both 
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cases, such permission was granted by the Common Coun- 
cil, viz. An ordinance was adopted on the 18th of April, 
1831, granting permission to the owners of lots fronting on 
Lafayette Place, to enclose fifteen feet on each side thereof 
as a Court-yard ; and on the 5th of April, 1832, a resolution 
was passed, granting a similar privilege, to the proprietors 
of lots on the Fifth Avenue, between 6th street and 21st 
street. 

In the latter case only, a provision was inserted in the 
Resolution, obligating the owners, whenever such Court- 
yards should, in the opinion of the Common Council, be re- 
quired for the street, to throw open the same as a portion of 
the public street. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. S. WARNER, 
Assistant Street Commassroner. 


Street Commissioner’s Office, March 28, 1836. 














DOCUMENT 78, 


BOARD OF 
ASSISTANT ALDERMEN. 


MARCH 28th, 18386. 


Report of the Committee, on the application of the Cart- 
men of the City for an increase of rate of cartage. Adopted. 
Wm. Hacapoan, Clerk. 


The Committee to whom was referred the memorial of 
the Cartmen of the City of New York, on the subject of in- 
creasing the rates of cartage ; 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That they have carefully examined the subject, and are 
of opinion that no class of our community are, in almost every 
instance, so sparingly paid for their labours. The risk 
daily run by Cartmen, not only as to loss of property owned 
by their employers, but even of their own, renders their 
subsistence precarious ; because their exposure to danger 
and accident is almost continual. 
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To this may be added another fact, that during the intense 
cold of winter, and the exhausting heat of the summer season, 
their labour is equally severe and oppressive; and that 
during the present winter their difficulties have been very 
much increased, inasmuch as many of their horses have been 
actually killed, their carts broken and themselves in many 
instances severely injured. ‘Amidst all these difficulties, the 
exorbitant price of provisions and fodder, and the highness 
of rent add heavily to the privations of themselves and their 
families, the more especially as the streets during the inclem- 
ent season were rendered in many instances impassible. 

Your Committee would therefore recommend the following 
law, to wit : 

A law to amend “a law to regulate carts and cartmen.” 

Sec. Ist. It shall and may be lawful for any cartmen 
licensed in pursuance of the law hereby amended, to ask 
demand and receive in addition to the rates prescribed by 
the first section of the third title of said law one fourth part 
of the sums therein specified for the services by them to be 
rendered ; and so much of the law aforesaid as is inconsis- 
tent herewith shall be and the same is hereby repealed. 

THOS. S. BRADY, 
D. P. INGRAHAM, 
E. CURTIS. 











DOCUMENT No. 79. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


MARCH 28th, 1836. 


Report of the Committee on Lamps and Gas, on the Re- 
solutions to light certain streets in the Fifth Ward, with Gas. 
Laid on the table. , 


Wma. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Committee on Lamps and Gas, of the Board of As- 
sistant Aldermen, to whom were referred the annexed Reso- 
lution in regard to lighting certain streets in the Fifth Ward, 
with Gas, and the Report and Resolutions, from the Com- 
mittee on Lamps and Gas, of the Board of Aldermen, and 
which were adopted in that Board on the 14th March, 1836, 
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RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That your Committee concur entirely with the Board of 
Aldermen in the propriety of adopting the said Resolutions ; 
and they thus concur in the propriety of this call upon the 
New-York Gas Light Company, on the general ground that 
it is expedient to light any of the public streets with gas, if 
the measure be called for by petition of the people directly 
interested, or on the motion of their representatives in the 
Common Council. 

And your Committee take this occasion to enter their pro- 
test against any such construction of the contract of the New 
York Gas Light Company, with the City, as would limit the 
obligations of the said Company in regard to lighting the 
public lamps, to those streets in which it may suit the con- 
venience of the Company to lay down their conduits, called 
Main Pipes. The contract justifies no such limitation of the 
liability of the Company. It is the duty of the Gas Company, 
and it is their express covenant, to supply all the public 
lamps with gas in such streets as the Common Council of 
the City may by law or resolution from time to time reason- 
ably require. The Gas Light Company have now had their 
works in active operation, as your Committee believe, for a 
period of ten years, and it cannot at this day be contended, 
that the operations and experiments of the Company are in 
their infancy, and that the Common Council cannot “ rea- 
sonably require” the Company to supply any other public 
lamps than those which are in streets where the interest of 
the Company in the supply of individual customers may 
have led them to lay down main pipes. The practical con- 
struction given by the Common Council to this contract has 
been most liberal towards the Gas Company. The whole 
number of public lamps which the Company has been called 
upon to supply, during a period of nearly thirteen years since 
the date of the contract, is four hundred and forty-three, be- 
ing less than fifty lamps for each year. 
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With these views of the rights of the city, and the obliga- 
tions of the Gas Company in virtue of the contract before 
referred to, your Committee recommend a concurrence in 
the resolutions adopted by the Board of Aldermen to light 
certain streets in the Fitth Ward with Gas. 


EDWARD CURTIS, 2 Commitice on 
L. P. JORDAN, 


Lamps and Gas. 








DOCUMENT No. 80. 


BOARD OF 





ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


MARCH 28th, 1836. 


Opinion of the Counsel respecting the report of the Com- 
mon Council, to allow individuals to enclose portions of the 
public streets as court yards in front of buildings. Laid on 
the table. 

Wa. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


Lam of opinion that the Common Council have not the power 
by law, to allow individuals to enclose any portion of the pub- 
lic streets as court yards in front of buildings thereon. 

The use of the public streets belongs to the public, sub- 
ject to such regulations as may be necessary for the general 
good ; and the Corporation of this City exercise their pow- 
ers over the streets in the character of Trustees for the 
public. Such an enclosure as the annexed Resolution refers 
to, appears to me to be an obstruction in a public highway 
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and against common right, and no consent of the Common 
Council, can in my opinion make it legal. 


R. EMMET. 


Resolution above referred to: 


Resolved, That it be referred to the Counsel of the Corpo- 
ration to report his opinion, whether the Common Council 
have the power to allow individuals to enclose any portion 
of the public streets as court yards in front of buildings 
thereon. 
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‘DOCUMENT No. 81. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


MARCH 28th, 1836. 


~ 


Report of the Committee on Charity and the Alms House, 
on the several applications for charitable donations. Adopted 


unanimously. 
Wma. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Committee on charity and the Alms house, to whom 
was referred the accompanying petitions, and report from the 
Board of Aldermen, and the petitions presented to the Board 
of Assistants, for grants to different charitable associations; 


REPORT: 


That the amounts appropriated by the resolutions as 
passed by the Board of Aldermen are as follows, 


| 
. 
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To the New-York Dispensary, . - $500,00 

To the Society for relief of poor Widows, with 
small Children, - - - 500,00 
To the Society for relief of aged Indigent Females, 500,00 
To the Lying-in Asylum, - . 500,00 
To the Female Assistant Society, - 300,00 
To the Female Benevolent Society, - 500,00 
Amounting in all to the sum of $2,800,00 


The Eastern Dispensary have also applied for a similar 
donation. 

Of the utility of these institutions your Committee have 
no doubt, and they believe them entitled to the favor and 
support of the public, as being institutions calculated to re- 
lieve the sufferings and distress of the afflicted. But at the 
same time your Committee are constrained to say that they 
believe it would be better and more consistent with the legi- 
timate business of the Corporation, if these charities were 
supported entirely by private donations, and if the precedent 
had not been so long established by the practice of many 
years, your Committee would express the opinion that it was 
unwise to sanction the granting of the public moneys in pri- 
vate charities. 

It is no doubt the duty of the public authorities to provide 
for the support of the destitute within their jurisdiction, and 
the laws provide the mode to which such provision is to be 
made, viz. through responsible officers, sworn to execute the 
trust committed to them, and bound to account for a faith- 
ful'expenditure of the public moneys. 

Your Committee are not aware of any authority, other than 
the law referred to, authorizing any other mode of charitable 
grants. The powers possessed by the Common Council are 
delegated powers. They act as directors of a Corporation, 
and are bound to act within the particular limits assigned to 


them by the act of incorporation, not as the Legislature, with 
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full powers to act on all subjects that may come before 
them. &, 

Was this question now for the first time submitted to thé 
décision of the Common Council, the Committee think it 
would be expedient not to make grants of public money to 
private charitable institutions; but as the institutions which 
now apply have probably incurred debts, and expended mo- 
neys on the expectation of receiving the usual donation as 
made in former years by the Corporation, and as the course 
which has been so long pursued by the Common Council in 
past years would warrant making the present donations, 
your Committee think it expedient to grant them at this time. 

From the great increase, however, of these applications, 
it is expedient that some other mode should be adopted than 
the present one, by which more accountability will be se- 
cured on the part of those receiving such donations, if the 
practice of past years should be continued. 

Your Committee have obtained from the Comptroller a 
statement, by which the increase of these donations will be 
seen. 

In 1821 the whole amount thus granted was $1400. 


In 1822, $2600 ; In 1823, $1300 
In 1824, 1800 ; In 1825, 1700 
In 1826, 1500 ; In 1827, 3500 
In 1828, 1900; In 1829, 5400 
In 1830, 5200 ; In 1831, 4300 
Tn 1832, 4650 ; Tn 1833, 4800 
In 1834, 5150 ; In 1835, 9800 


Making the whole amount thus given to private institutions, 
from 1821 to 1835, $53,300. 

The amount for the present year your Committee have 
not ascertained; but the importance of adopting some other 
mode than the present one appears to your Committee to be 
advisable, and they recommend the subject to the serious 
consideration of the Common Council. In the present in- 
stance the Committee recommend a concurrence in the re- 
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solutions adopted by the Board of Aldermen as to the several 
charitable institutions before named, and they also offer the 
following Resolution : 
Resolved, If the Board of Aldermen concur, That the 
Comptroller be authorized to draw his warrant in favor of 
the Treasurer of the Eastern Dispensary for five hundred 
dollars, to be applied by the Trustees of the same to chari- 
| table purposes. 
| JOHN V. GREENFIELD, ) Committee on 
| D. P. INGRAHAM, Charity and the 
AARON CLARK, Almshouse. 
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BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


MARCH 28th, 1836. 


Report of the Committee on Charity and the Alms House, 
on the several applications for charitable donations. Adopted 
unanimously. 

Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


‘The Committee on charity and the Alms house, to whom 
was referred the accompanying petitions, and report from the 
Board of Aldermen, and the petitions presented to the Board 


of Assistants, for grants to different charitable associations; 


REPORT: 


That the amounts appropriated by the resolutions as 
passed by the Board of Aldermen are as follows, 


ee wee Te 


Doc. No. 81.} 660 


To the New-York Dispensary, - $500,00 
To the Society for relief of poor Widows, with 

small Children, - - eee 500,00 
To the Society for relief of aged Indigent Females, 500,00 
To the Lying-in Asylum, - - 500,00 
To the Female Assistant Society, - 300,00 
To the Female Benevolent Society, - 500,00 ” 


Amounting in all to the sum of $2,800,00 


The Eastern Dispensary have also applied for a similar 
donation. 

Of the utility of these institutions your Committee have 
no doubt, and they believe them entitled to the favor and 
support of the public, as being institutions calculated to re- 
lieve the sufferings and distress of the afflicted. But at the 
same time your Committee are constrained to say that they 
believe it would be better and more consistent with the legi- 
timate business of the Corporation, if these charities were 
supported entirely by private donations, and if the precedent- 
had not been so long established by the practice of many 
years, your Committee would express the opinion that it was 
unwise to sanction the granting of the public moneys in pri- 
vate charities. 

It is no doubt the duty of the public authorities to provide 
for the support of the destitute within their jurisdiction, and 
the laws provide the mode to which such provision is to be 
made, viz. through responsible officers, sworn to execute the 
trust committed to them, and bound to account for a faith- 
ful expenditure of the public moneys. 

Your Committee are not aware of any authority, other than 
the law referred to, authorizing any other mode of charitable 
grants. The powers possessed by the Common Council are 
delegated powers. They act as directors of a Corporation, 
and are bound to act within the particular limits assigned to 
them by the act of incorporation, not as the Legislature, with 
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full powers to act on all subjects that may come before 
them. 

Was this question now for the first time submitted to the 
decision of the Common Council, the Committee think it 
would be expedient not to make grants of public money to 
private charitable institutions; but as the institutions which 
now apply have probably incurred debts, and expended mo- 
neys on the expectation of receiving the usual donation as 
made in former years by the Corporation, and as the course 
which has been so long pursued by the Common Council in 
past ‘years would warrant making the present donations, 
your Committee think it expedient to grant them at this time. 

From the great increase, however, of these applications, 
it is expedient that some other mode should be adopted than 
the present one, by which more accountability will be se- 
cured on the part of those receiving such donations, if the 
practice of past years should be continued. 

Your Committee have obtained from the Comptroller a 
statement, by which the increase of these donations will be 
seen. 

In 1821 the whole amount thus granted was $1400. 


In 1822, $2600 ; Tn 1823, $1300 
In 1824, 1800 ; In 1825, 1700 
In 1826, 1500 ; In 1827, 3900 
In 1828, 1900 ; Tn 1829, 0400 
In 1830, 5200 ; In 1831, 4300 
Tn 1832, 4650 ; Tn 1833, 4800 
In 1834, 5150 ; In 1835, 9800 


Making the whole amount thus given to private institutions, 
from 1821 to 1835, $53,300. 

The amount for the present year your Committee have 
not ascertained; but the importance of adopting some other 
mode than the present one appears to your Committee to be 
advisable, and they recommend the subject to the serious 
consideration of the Common Council. In the present in- 
stance the Committee recommend a concurrence in the re- 
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solutions adopted by the Board of Aldermen as to the several 
charitable institutions before named, and they also offer the 
following Resolution : 

Resolved, If the Board of Aldermen concur, That the 
Comptroller be authorized to draw his warrant in favor of 
the Treasurer of the Eastern Dispensary for five hundred 
dollars, to be applied by the Trustees of the same to chari- 


table purposes. 
JOHN V. GREENFIELD, ) Committee on 
D. P. INGRAHAM, Charity and the 
AARON CLARK, Almshouse. 








DOCUMENT 82. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


APRIL 4th, 1836. 


Semi-Annual Report of the Society for the Promotion 
of Knowledge and Industry, presented by Mr. Power. Laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Wma. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Society for the Promotion of Knowledge and Indus- 
try by their Committee who are charged with the manage- 
ment of their Intelligence Office, beg leave respectfully to 
Report to the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city 
of New-York, in pursuance of a Resolution of the Common 
Council, adopted in the month of February, 1835, the num- 
ber of persons who have procured: employment through the 
medium of said Intelligence Office, whether natives or emi- 
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grants, and those sent from the city, and as nearly as they 
can, to what places they have been sent. 

In performing this duty they feel much pleasure in stating, 
that although the number falls somewhat short of that con- 
tained in their last Semi-annual Report, yet are they fully 
satisfied, that this has arisen, not from any diminution of the 
usefulness of the institution, but from the season of the year, 
and the uncommon severity of the winter. 

This is too obvious to need further comment ; as a simple 
reference to the facts in the case must produce conviction 
that the impediments to a general intercourse between the 
city and country, owing to the extreme coldness of the wea- 
ther, and the want of employment in the agricultural districts, 
must necessarily lessen the demand for hands, and decrease 
the number of applications for them from abroad, while even 
in the city the changes are much less frequent in the winter 
than at any other season of the year. 

The Society, therefore, feel strengthened in the belief ex- 
pressed in their former Seri-annual Report to the Common 
Council, that this institution is founded upon the true princi- 
ples of benevolence, namely, benefitting the laboring classes 
of the community, through their own exertions; and that 


‘much greater good thus results to that portion of their fellow 


citizens who depend for their daily sustehance upon mere 
labour, than could be extended to them in any other way. 
With these few observations they submit to the Common 
Council, that, since their last Semi-annual Report, namely, 
from the 6th of August to the 6th of February ultimo, they 
have had, 
Applications from employers entered on the Books - 
of Registry in the Office, - - - 4881 
That the number of persons during that period who 
have found employment is, 
In the city, - - - 3810 
Sent to the country, “ = 272 
Total, - - —— 4082 
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About ninety per cent. of the persons applying for em- 
ployment are females, and not more than five per cent. 
natives. 

The places to which they have been sent out of the State 
of New-York are, New-Jersey, Connecticut, and some of the 
Western States. 

Besides the persons registered, there are numerous appli- 
cations, a registry of whose names the press of business will 
not enable the Superintendant to keep, which would swell 
the number, were the Society enabled to approach a sufficient 
accuracy to warrant their here inserting them. They do 


not, however, feel themselves authorized to use figures ex- - 


cept for those who are recorded. 

In conclusion, the Society can, with great confidence, as- 
sure the Common Council, that among those who are pro- 
vided with useful employment in respectable situations, 
there are many who but for the aid thus received, which 
keeps them in the paths of innocence and usefulness, would 
be liable to great temptation, and not a few would become 
degraded to the condition of pauperism, to the increase of 
the public expenditure. 

_ These considerations induce them to ask for their labors 
the favorable opinion of the Councils and the community, 
and with this view they respectfully request that this Report 
may take the course given by the Councils to the one last 
made, namely, that it be printed among the documents of 
the Corporation, and published in all the daily papers which 
insert their proceedings. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
WM. J. MACNEVEN, Chazrman. 


New-York, March 21st, 1836. 
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DOCUMENT 8&3. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


APRIL 4th, 1836. 


Report of the Finance Committee on the communication 
from the Assistant Street Commissioner, in relation to the 
accounts of George G. Coffin, deceased, late Collector of 
Assessments. Adopted. 

Wma. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


XN 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred the an- 
nexed Communication from the Assistant Street Commis- 
sioner, on the subject of certain assessments remaining un- 
collected, which were placed in the hands of the late George 
G. Coffin, during his life time, for collection, 


, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


The Committee have been informed by the Assistant 
Street Commissioner, that in a case of a similar nature, an 
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ordinance was passed authorizing the Street Commissioner 
to collect such outstanding assessments, and give receipts 
therefor ; and as the Street Commissioner’s Department is _ 
in possession of the accounts and papers in relation to the 
subject under consideration, the Committee are of opinion 
that the Street Commissioner is the proper person to collect 
the outstanding amounts due on the assessments which were 
placed in the hands of the late George G. Coffin, during his 
life time for collection. 

The Committee, therefore, recommend for adoption the 
following Law. 

A Law to provide for the collection of certain assessments 
remaining uncollected in the hands of George G. Coffin, de- 
ceased, at the time of his death. 

The Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of 
New-York, in Common Council convened, do ordain as fol- 
lows: 

I. It shall be lawful for the Street Commissioner to col- 
lect and receive all monies due for assessments, of which 
George G. Coffin, deceased, was appointed collector in his 
life time, and which remained uncollected at the time of his 
death, and all receipts given by the said Street Commis- 
sioner for such monies shall be valid and effective. 

II. It shall be the duty of the said Street Commissioner 
to deposite the monies to be received by him for such assess- 
ments with the Chamberlain of the city of New-York, at or 
before eleven o’clock on the Wednesday of every second 
week during the time he shall perform the duties required 
by this law. 





















AARON CLARK, Finance 
BENJAMIN TOWNSEND, § Coinmitiee. 


New-York, April 4th, 1836. 











DOCUMENT No. 84. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


APRIL 4th, 1836. 


Report of the Special Committee on the Resolution offer- 
ed by Mr. Greenfield, relative to the duties of the Clerk of 
the Board of Assistant Aldermen. Ordered to be printed 
for the use of the members. 


Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Special Committee, to whom was referred the Reso- 
lution presented by Alderman Greenfield, “whether any, 
and if any what, additional duties have been performed by 
the present Clerk of this Board more than were performed 
by his predecessors in that office,” would 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That they have received a statement made by your Clerk 
in relation to his duties, and would respectfully submit the 
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same for your inspection. Your Committee would here re- 
mark that they supposed the Printer to the Board copied his 
own minutes, and that Mr. Newhouse furnished the pro- 
ceedings for the daily papers. 
Your Committee respectfully submit the following : 
Resolved, That the statement made by the’ Clerk of this 
Board be printed for the use of the members. 


L. P. JORDAN, Special 
JOHN CLEAVELAND, § Committee. 


oo 


To the Honorable Select Committee relative to the Duties of the 
Clerk of the Board of Assistants. 


Gentlemen, 

As you are “appointed to inquire whether any, and if 
any what, additional duties have been performed by the pre- 
sent Clerk of this Board more than were performed by his 
predecessors,” I beg leave herewith to lay before you (and 
very respectfully to ask your attention to) the following 
statement. 

The ‘ additional duties” more than were performed by my 
predecessors, consist of— 

Ist. Indexing the entire volume of printed Documents of 
the year preceding my appointment. Every line and every 
letter of said index was done by myself and no other. 

2nd. Indexing 108 pages of my predecessor’s Engrossed 
Minutes. : 

drd. Preparing Minutes for the printer from May 13th to 
October 5th, 1835, including all the meetings of the Board 
for the peried of five months. These minutes were prepared 
in the brief form in which the same are usually read before 
the Board. 

4th. Re-executing the work of the aforesaid period of five 
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months, with the superaddition of searching for and copying 
all Reports of Committees, &c. in compliance with a Reso- 
lution adopted by the Board on the 5th of October. This 
work was attended with peculiar difficulty and labor, and 
could never have been accomplished by myself, unassisted, 
without the most devoted perseverance, and early and late 
application. It required, not only that I should go back and 
do the work of five months over again, together with the 
new duty of hunting up documents, borrowing them from com- 
mittees, heads of departments, &c. and then inserting them 
in a new form of Minutes for the printer ; but it also added 
to my progressive duties, by requiring me, immediately after 
each meeting, to make out a complete report of proceedings 
for the printer, including a detailed copy of Reports, &c. 

The duty of copying Minutes for the printer zs entirely an 
extra duty. Indexing for the printer is also an extra duty, 
nothing of the kind having been done by my predecessors. 
The first volume of this extra work is printed, and consists 
of 524 pages. The proceedings of the whole year of Mr. 
Richardson’s time were comprised in 482 pages, 42 pages 
less than our half year; and those of the first half year of Mr. 
Fisher’s time were given in 368 pages, 156 pages less than 
ours. From the above it will be seen that the whole duty 
of my two predecessors comprised an average but little ex- 
ceeding half the amount of the ordinary duties now connected 
with the office. And, when it is considered, besides, that ~ 
they furnished no copy for the printer, and made no index 
of documents or printed minutes, the disparity of their duties 
will be evident. 

I have the honor, &c. 


WM. HAGADORN. 
L. P. Jorpan, 
Joun V. GREENFIELD, bee 
JoHN CLEAVELAND, 














DOCUMENT 8&5. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN 


APRIL 11th, 1836. 


- 


Report of the Committee on lands and places for Markets, 
onthe: application to take land at the foot of Pike slip for 
public purposes. Adopted, and ordered to be printed. 


Wm. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


The Committee on lands and places, and the Committee 
on Markets, to whom was referred the Report and papers 
from the Board of Aldermen relative to the taking of ground 
at the foot of Pike street for a public Market, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That your Committee have heard the parties interested 
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in this measure both in favor of, and opposed to the taking | 


the land proposed. The part which it is proposed to take 

for this purpose forms one end of the Block fronting on Pike ’ 
street. Of this piece the Corporation are now the owners of 
one undivided third part, the other two thirds are owned by 

Mess’rs Ring and Jones. These gentlemen have addressed 

a letter to your Committee expressing a willingness on their 

part to negociate for the sale of their interest in these premi- 

ses as soon asa Committee shall be authorized soto do. As 

it is desirable in all cases where land is wanted for such 

purposes to obtain the same by purchase rather than resort 

to the compulsory proceeding of taking it by appraisement, 

and as it would be advantageous for the City to own this 

piece of land for various purposes even if not used for a 

Market, your Committee recommend that they be authoriz- 

ed to negociate with Mess’rs Ring and Jones for the pur- 

chase of their interest in these premises and offer the follow- 

ing Resolution, 


Resolved, (if the Board of Aldermen concur,) That the 
Committee on Lands and Places and the Market Committee, 
be authorized to purchase from Mess’rs Ring and Jones, their 
undivided interest in the land at the foot of Pike slip, pro- 
posed to be taken for public purposes, and that such Commit- 


tee report on Monday next. 
D. P. INGRAHAM,  } 
WM. POWER, | Committee on 
JOHN CLEAVELAND, |! Lands and 
JOHN LABAGH, a Places and on 
SAMUEL PURDY, | Markets. 
GEO. CLINCH, 








DOCUMENT No. &6. 


BOARD OF 





ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


APRIL. 18th, 1836. 


Petition from the inhabitants of the Eleventh Ward, for a 
division of the same. Presented by Mr. Clinch. Refer- 
red to the Select Committee on Division of Wards. 

Wn. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


To the Honorable the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the 
City of New York, in Common Council convened : 


The Memorial of the undersigned, inhabitants of the Ele- 
venth Ward, 


RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH: 


That this Ward contains an area of four hundred and 
thirty-three acres, which nearly equals the aggregate num- 





eo ne a 
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ber of acres contained in the Second, Sixth, Tenth, Thir- 
teenth, and Fourteenth Wards, the whole amount of such 
aggregate being equal to about four hundred and fifty-six 
acres, and that said Ward is much larger than either of the 
other Wards, excepting the Twelfth, which is for the most 
part waste, or unimproved ; and your Memorialists would 
further respectfully represent, that the present population of 
this Ward is nearly equal to the aggregate population of the 
First, Second, and Third Wards, and exceeds nearly two 
fold that of the Fifteenth Ward. The aggregate number of 
voters, duly qualified, in the First, Second and Third Wards, 
do not equal the number of qualified voters in the Eleventh 
Ward, which number also exceeds by two-fold the qualified 
voters in the Fifteenth Ward. In reference to these facts, 
your Memoriulists consider themselves fully justified in urg- 
ing, as they now do, upon the attention of your Honourable 
Body, the propriety of dividing said Ward in such manner 
as will best promote the interests of the Ward, and tend to 
the general advantage of the city. 

The reasons which might be advanced in relation to this 
subject, are doubtless within the apprehension of your Ho- 
norable Body ; and your Memorialists would simply advert 
to one or two, which more particularly apply to the situation 
of the Ward. It must be apparent, that the duties required 
from the represeutative of a ward, so large and populous, 
are extremely arduous, whether discharged as a member of 
the Board, or as a magistrate having in charge the Police 
regulations of the Ward ; and your Memorialists feel that as 
electors, they are asking from their fellow-citizens who un- 
dertake to represent them in the Common Council, the sacri- 
fice of their individual interests, or such a neglect of them 
as would in a short time prove fatal. Your Memorialists 
would indeed here felicitate themselves that they have en- 

‘joyed the services of an individual who has for several years 
neglected his private interests in the attention which he has 
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bestowed in the discharge of his public duties, but they are 
fully aware that this is not to be uniformly expected, and 
that they will be obliged frequently to change their repre- 
sentatives, thereby losing that experience which is found so 
necessary, not only in the executive duties of the Ward, but 
as efficient members of the city councils. The same argu- 
ment will apply to all the municipal officers whose sphere 
of duties are within the Eleventh Ward, and whatever may 
be the zeal or attention of those officers, reasons for com- 
plaint must exist, while they serve to show that the remedy 
now asked by your Memorialists is in a high degree required 
by the extent and present population of the Ward. Jt will 
also be apparent to your Honourable Body that the increase 
of the population of the city is almost entirely made by the 
increase of a few of the upper Wards, and that the difficul- 
ties of which they complain will from that cause be continu- 
ally augmenting. According to the census recently made, 
it will appear that the population of this Ward is equal to 
about one-tenth part of the population of the city, making a 
larger ratio than is required to constitute a member of the 
State Legislature ; and when it is considered that the duties 
of a member of the Common Council are not only legislative, 
but to a considerable extent executive ; and when it is fur- 
ther considered that the interests of the State, and also 
of the Union, are deeply affected by the legislation of the 
city, your Memorialists confidently trust that this appli- 
cation will receive the favourable decision of your Honour- 
able Body. 

It is thought by your Memorialists that the dividing line 
should run north and south, commencing at the northern 
extremity ofthe Ward, through Avenue B. on the west side 
to the intersection at Clinton street, and thence to the south- 
ern extremity at Rivington, and that the division thus made 
will leave the parts as nearly equal in Population and Terri- 
tory as can he reasonably expected. All of which is re- 
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spectfully submitted, and your Memorialists will ever 


pray. 
S. Cowdrey, 

Thos. Bassford, 
Richard Fisher, 
James Crumbie, 
John Frame, 

A. W. Stuyvesant, 
S. S. Browning, 
Fredk. J. Painter, 
Hiram Slote, 

John Boyd; 

S. P. Hallett, 

C. W. Timpson, 
Jacob M. Wiggins, 
Jas. Sharot, jun. 
Fk. D. Swords, 
Peter Cunningham, 
&. W. Seely, 

R. Peruceny, 
Alexander Reed, 
B.S. K. Richardson, 
P. W. Crandall, 
Jacob Boyce, 

J. M. Cooper, 
Francis Shauman, 
Isaac H. Underhill, 
J. M. Catlin, 

Benj. Crombie, 

C. A. Clinton, 

R. L. Morris, 

P. Stuyvesant, 
Jacob G. Theall, 
David Haviland, 
Saml. L. Haight, 


Nathan C. Ely, 
James Van Tassel, 
Adam W. Turnbull, 
Luke Usher, 

John Martine, 
William Patten, 
W. R. Bunks, 
Oliver Farnsworth, 
Isaac Jarvis, 

FP. A. Thayer, 
Richard Barnes, 


“C. S. Marsh, 


Winthrop W. Wheeler, 
Cornelius Van Benschoten, 
Jno. A. Simison, 
‘Oakley Farrington, 
Arch. Moffett, 

John Bescawen, 
Wm. M. Wall, 
Joshua Moon, 
Elbert Conklin, 
Andw. R. Jackman, 
Joseph Sower, 

Dan. B. Tallmadge, 
N. H. Curtis, 
Simeon Sandford, 
Edmund D. Sutton, 
Eben. S. Acker, 
Thos. E. Davis, 
Ralph Rawdon, 
Warren J. Kellogg, 
Jas. B. Murray, 
Wm. H. Mackrell, 








-Abraham M. Sniffin, 
‘George Sibell, 

Ira. C. Gardner, 
John Culver, 
John S. Smith, 
Cyrus Power, 
John Caster, 

T. R. Goulding, 
A. Van Wyck, 
Rodger Griffin, 
Thos. Yates, 
George Crosley,’ 
Wm. Wiley, 
Gabriel Case, 
Wm. A. Baxter, 
Win. Storm, 
Wm. Lee, 

Francis B. Fitch, 
James Walsh, 
Conklin Burtis, 
Isaac Wood, 
Chas. Wood, 
Jacob Vogell, 

R. D. Hulin, 
Henry Aree, 

Wm. B. Marsh, 
G. W. Duryee, 
Peter Benson, 
Wm. Messerol, 
Samuel Hill, 
Horatio N. Fletcher, 
Francis N. Dominick, 
Henry B. Roberts, 
Joseph Clinch, 
Cornelius Kent, 
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Wm. T. Moyer, 
Jobn Hawley, 

H. W. Gedney, 

F. L. Disbrow, 
Phinehas Mapes, 
Ab. Cook, 

Wilson Hawkins, 
Josiah Stebbins, 
R. W. Moore, 
Sam. D. Barnes, 
Geo. W. Farrington, 
Uel Reynolds, ~ - 
Hewlett Sanford, 
D. R. Hallock, 

S. L. Newman, 
Jesse Newman, 
Thos. Prentis, 
Daniel Taft, 

John Lyon, 
Abraham Lyon, 
Peter Pinckney, 
Stepken Vanderbeck, 
C. P. Tappan, 

A. Hutton, 
Paschal Bertine, 
Chas. Wright, 
George B. Thorne, 
Orville Nash, 

John Corcoren, 
Wu. Usher, 

J.P. D’ Anterroches, 
Samuel H. Rogers, 
Charles Kent, 

P. H. Underhill, 
Wm. Scobie, 
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Walter Briggs, 

_ George Pesenger, 
Edward Malaby, 
Pearson S. Halstead, 
Jas. S. Halstead, 
John Florince, jr. 
Joshua Marsh, jr. 
Geo. W. Campbell, 
John Andrews, 
Nich. Andrews, 
John M. Seaman, 
Isaac P. Andrews, 
Thos. Gill, 

Wm. 8. Andrews, 
Joseph Darby, 
John McConelogue, 
Josiah S. Leonard, 
William Romaine, 
Cornelius Borden, 
J. Tompkins, 
Pearson Halstead, 
Edward C. Cook, 
Gabriel Jeanings, 
Stephen Roberts, 
H. R. Reed, 

C. Meyers, 

John Willikins, 
Anson Hinman, 
Daniel Gale, 

John Lockwood, 
Quimby Kipp, 
Henry Cornell, 
Ambrose Mercer, 
Henry Dudley, 
Thomas A. Power, 
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Daniel Kennedy, 
Gilbert Graham, 
Henry Latham, 
Joseph B. Smith, 
Thos. Jordan, 
Stephen Carpenter, : 
Isaac Mosher, 
Sylvanus Bedell, 
A. K. Stivers, 
Wm. Phelan, 
Daniel Masten, 

B. U. Horton, 
John Loman, 

S. Bedell, 

Jas. R. Pag, 

Geo. W. Martin, 
Mich. Phelan, 
Philip Reming, 
James Clapp, 
Abel S. Clapp, 
Richard Moore, 
James Fox, 

Peter Clapp, 
John Peterson, 
Micheal Dorsey, 
James G. M. Scolia, 
G. Willikins, 
Townsend Secord, 
Geo. H. Ross, 
Samuel Whiley, 
John Richardson, 
George Hiltman, 
Joshua Grime, 
Wm. H. Halstead, 
Thos. Jeremiah, 














D. D. Field, 
Patrick Loughlin, 
Edwd. Fagan, 
Peter Marks, 
John McGuire, 
John McBarron, 
Peter McCormick, 
John J. Manning, 
Matthew Rea, 
James Polhemus, 
William Burwell, 
John Murphy, 
Martin Murphy, 
James Murphy, 
James Foster, 

J. W. Rogers, 
Isaac Wright, 
Noah T. Lewis, 
Levi Fuller, 
Robert Brunt, 
John Pettigrew, 
John Howe, 

C. Donley, 

Peter Daily, jun. 
John Wolfe, 
Peter Daily, 
James Clarke, 
James Pettigrew, 
John H. Pettigrew, 
Andrew Hunter, 
Edward O'Neil, 
William Agnew, 
William Walker, 
R. Finlay, 

John Henry Cooper, 
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John Lockwood, 
John Fleck, 
Simon Haughwout, 
Wn. Kellinger, 
John Muldoon, 
John Walsh, 
James Cardwell, 
Tighe Davey, 
Francis O’Brien, 
Patrick McBarron, 
Lackey Reynolds. 
‘Oran Monaghan, 
Peter McGlynn, 
Samuel Pittman, 
James Ring, 
Jacob Doremus, 
John Galliken, 
Jacob Schureman, 
John Sickels, 
William Boyce, 
C. Otte, 

Hugh Edmonson, 
Henry J. Wright, 
David Heath, 
John J. Parcells, 
Joseph C. Lewis, 
M. R. Bedell, 
Richard Cunningham, 
James Fenton, 
Francis Tully, 
Robert Pettigrew, 
John Conlon, 
Henry Denby, 
Francis Nowlan, 
John Lambert, 
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John Heeney, 
John Johnson, 
Samuel Boyd, 
James W. Rikeman, 
John O’Brien, 
Thomas Chappell, 
Temple Fay, 
Elijah Gleason, jun. 
Hyatt Lyon, 
Stephen O. Mead, 
Cornelius Brown, 
Paschal Burtine, 
William Fewkes, 
Calvin Preston, 
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John Caine, 

Thomas Burnes, 
William Agnew, jun. 
John Maguire, 
Richard Lawson, 
Robert McCafferty, — 
Thomas Skelley, 
Andrew Fitzimons, 
Michael Brady, 
Robert Brunt, jun. 
Andrew McGiven, 
Michael Korry, 
James Agnew. 





DOCUMENT No. 87. 


BOARD OF 


ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


APRIL 22d, 1836. 


Report of the Special Committee on the Fulton Ferry. 
Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Wa. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


Tue Joint Speciat CommitTres, of the Board of Alder- 
men and of the Board of Assistant Aldermen, to whom was 
referred the two following resolutions : 


* Resolved, That a Joint Special Committee be appointed 
to institute an inquiry into the sufficiency of the Ferry Boats, 
and other accommodations provided by the Fulton-street 
Ferry Company, for the use and convenience of the citizens 
of New-York and Long Island, and that said Committee 
have power to conduct said inquiry in such manner as to 
said Committee may seem judicious.” Offered by Mr. 
CLEAVELAND, and adopted by the Board of Assistant Al 


= 
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dermen, March 7, 1836. Concurred in by the Board of Al- 
dermen, March 14, 1836, and approved by the Mayor, 
March 16, 1836. J. Morton, Clerk. 

“ Resolved, That it be referred to the Joint Select Com- 
mittee on the Fulton Ferry, to inquire into, and to report 
whether the several covenants and agreements contained in 
the lease of said Ferry have been fully complied with, and 
performed on the part of the Lessees, and whether the laws 
of this State, and of the Common Council of this city, touch- 
ing or referring to said Fulton Ferry, have been also fully 
observed, and complied with, on the part of said Lessees ; 
and also to report such measures as they may deem expedient 
for the Common Council to adopt in reference to said Fulton 
Ferry.” Offered by Atperman Lover, and adopted 
by the Board of Aldermen, March 21, 1836, and concurred 
in by the Board of Assistant Aldermen, March 2], 1836. 
J. Morton, Clerk, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That your Committee, immediately after their appoint- 
ment, caused public notice to be given to the Lessees, Stock- 
holders, and all other persons interested in the Fulton Ferry 
or in its accommodations, that your Committee would insti- 
tute an inquiry into the matters to them submitted; and 
your Committee now ask leave to report, that they have de- 
voted much time, and no ordinary attention, to a full and 
thorough examination of the highly important, but peculiarly 
embarrassing, matters referred to them. 

It will be perceived, that, by the resolutions hereto an- 
nexed, three separate and distinct subjects of inquiry were 
submitted to the consideration and investigation of the Com- 
mittee. 

First. Are the Ferry Boats and accommodations which 
are in use, or which are provided at the Fulton Ferry, sufh- 
cient, or such as are reasonably required, for the accommo- 
dation and convenience of the public ? 
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Second. Have the Lessees of the Fulton Ferry been guilty 
of such a violation of the covenants and agreements in the 
lease contained as to work a forfeiture of the same, or to jus- 
tify and warrant the Corporation in attempting under the fifth 
covenant of the lease to “enter upon and take possession of 
the premises demised ?” 


Third. To consider and to report such measures, as under 
the circumstances of the case would be proper and expedtent for 
the Common Council to adopt, in reference to the said Fulton 
Ferry. . 

Your Committee would here remark, that a great number 
of the most respectable citizens of the city of Brooklyn ap- 
peared before your Committee, and were examined, under 
oath, as witnesses on the part of the complainants on the one 
side, and on the part of the Lessees and Stockholders on 
the other; and that after a searching and long-protracted 
examination of the several witnesses who attended before 
them, aided by the lucid and able summing up of the whole 
testimony by Mess’rs Brinckherhoff and Wood, of Counsel 
for the Complainants, and by D. Lord, jun. Esq. of Counsel 
for the Lessees and Stockholders, your Committee submit 
the following as briefly the result of the inquiry by them in- 
stituted. 


First. Are the Ferry Boats, and other accommodations 
at the Fulton Ferry, sufficient for the reasonable accommodation 
of the public 2 

The following facts in reference to this branch of the en- 
quiry in the judgment of your Committee were disclosed by 
the testimony and satisfactorily proved. | 


1. That the Steam Ferry Boats now in use and employed on 
this Ferry are so constructed as to be decidedly inconvenient 
and not sufficiently commodious for the transportation of 
passengers. The number of passengers which crowd. that 
Ferry in the morning and at evening is so great, and the 
Cabins so small, that oftentimes not one fifth of the number 
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on board can even enter the cabin, and hence those excluded 
are necessarily compelled to stand upon the deck without the 
least protection from the weather however tempestuous and 
severe—and at the hours above named the witnesses unite in 
testifying, that it not unfrequently occurs that the cabins are 
at the same time so crowded, that the passengers are com- 
pelled to stand in such close columns as to come in actual 
contact with each other—that such is the construction of 
these boats, and such the position or location of the cabins, 
and such the promiscuous intermingling of horses, carts, and 
foot passengers, that ladies who have occasion to pass that 
Ferry during the morning and evening, cannot oftentimes 
reach the-cabin usually appropriated to them, withobt dan- 
ger of being injured by the rush of horses and carts, and 
without the woe in other respects of being subjected to great 
embarrassmenti—and that the cabins are not only too con- 
tracted in their dimensions, but are decidedly inconvenient 
and uncomfortable, especially inconvenient and illy provided 
and furnished for the proper accommodation of ladies. 


2. That during the past extraordinary and inclement winter 
‘these Steam Ferry Boats have been loaded so heavily with 
foot passengers, horses and carts, as to sink the boat down 
to the water line, and that at such times the passengers on 
board have crossed the East river at the imminent risk of , 
their lives, and some of the witnesses united in testifying - 
that many of the citizens of Brooklyn, when the Boat has 
been thus loaded, have dared not to venture on board from 
the conviction that such was the crowd of passengers, &c. 
that the Boat would sink either in consequence of the weeght 
upon it, or in consequence of being disabled or otherwise 
damaged by the floating ice—and on some few occasions 
during the past winter, the number of passengers, horses, 
carts and other vehicles have been so great, that all could 
not be even crowded on board; but many have been compel- 
led to wait for the next Boat or to cross at the Catharine 
street Ferry. But your Committee would remark that thie 
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great accumulation of passengers, &c. and this over-loading 
of the Boats have occurred only in the morning and in eve- 
ning of those days when the ice or other causes have inter- 
rupted the regular and customary running of the Boats. 

3. That for many years after the granting of the lease of 
this Ferry to Mess’rs Fulton and Cutting one side of each 
Steam Ferry Boat (except on extraordinary occasions) was 
exclusively appropriated to foot passengers ; but that within 
two years past this regulation of the lessees has not been 
observed—but on the contrary, that horses and carts are 
driven in upon both sides of the Boat—and that the foot pas- 
sengers are thus not only seriously incommoded; but there 
is not in the opinion of some of the witnesses, a proper and 
sufficient guard or protection to the passengers, from the 
hoofs of the horses and the wheels of the carriages—and thus 
the foot passengers are not only seriously imoceneadiile but 
are subjected to the danger of being seriously injured a 
person. 

4, That all the the steam Ferry Boats now on this Ream 
are constructed (being all double boats) in such a manner, 
as to become in the language of one of the witnesses “‘ ice- 
catchers”—and consequently not calculated to navigate a 
river so often obstructed by floating ice—and that great de- 
lay had occurred in consequence of this peculiar construction 
of the Boats—and nearly all the witnesses united in declar- 
ing that a single boat properly constructed, and propelled by 
a aon cctal engine, could have crossed the East river in all 
hours of each day (with some few exceptions) during the 
whole of the past winter. 

5. That having regard to the number of foot passengers, 
horses and carriages, that have occasion to pass this Ferry 
every day in the year, the Steam Ferry Boats now employed 
on the Ferry are in the opinion of all the witnesses produced 
before your Committee, wholly inadequate for the reasona- 
ble requirements and wants of the public. 


Szconpiy. Have the Lessees of the Fulton Ferry been 











Doc. No. 87.] 688 


guilty of such a violation of the several covenants and agree- 
ments contained in the lease as to forfeit the same ? 


Under this second branch of the enquiry the Committee 
would remark, that the question to them submitted, is one 
which more appropriately belongs to another and different 
tribunal to investigate and determine. But your Committee 
would state that the following facts were disclosed in the 
course of the examination of the several witnesses. 

I. That the steam Ferry Boats now employed on the Fer- 
ry are substantially similar in construction to the Paulus Hook 
Ferry Boat, which is the pattern boat designated in the lease, 
and that there are three steam Ferry Boats thus constructed, 
now in actual use on the Ferry ; that in all ordinary times 
and weather three boats are kept constantly running ; that 
during the past winter there have been many hours during 
some days when only one boat was running; that in conse- 
quence passengers have been delayed for a whole hour, and 
sometimes longer, and on two occasions within the same 

eriod the Boats did not commence running until long after 
an hulf hour before sunrise, and stopped running before eight 
o’clock in the evening. But at the times when these delays 
occurred, all the witnesses concurred in stating that there 
was floating ice in the river, although the witnesses did not . 
all agree as to the necessity occasioned thereby, an all cases, 
for not commencing running, or for stopping the running of 
the boats at the times specified ; that the boats in the sum- 
mer, spring and autumn are constantly running on said 
Ferry till eight or nine o’clock in the evening ; and one boat 
in all ordinary weather is run till midnight ; that the Lessees 
keep no barges fit for use on said Ferry. But it was most 
conclusively proved that there had been no demand for 
barges for many years past; and that the Corporation of 
New-York had within the last two years, filled up and taken 
possession of the Ferry stairs, formerly appropriated to, and 
for the use of the Barge establishment at this Ferry. 

In view of all the facts of the case, your Committee are of 
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opinion that the Lessees of the Fulton Ferry have substan- 
tially and literally kept, observed, and performed all the ma- 
terial covenants uf the lease, and that they have even done 
more than this. They have provided three steam Ferry 
Boats, when the lease never contemplated or required but 
two. By the lease they are bound to run a steam Ferry Boat 
from half an hour before sunrise to half an hour after sunset, 
once in every half hour. It is evident from the testimony in 
the case, as well as known to all our citizens, that the Les- 
sees do more than is actually required by the covenants of 
the lease. The boats are run more hours in each day, and 
oftener in each hour. As to the Barges, your Committee 
would submit, that before the Corporation of New-York could — 
assert, and attempt to maintain, a breach of the covenant in 
the lease requiring the Lessees to keep Barges on said Fer- 
ry, it ought to be shown that the Lessees have been required 
by the Corporation to furnish, man, and put on the Ferry a 
sufficient number of barges or row boats, and that the Lessees 
had disregarded or refused to comply with such requirement. 
By inspecting the lease, it will be perceived that the Lessees 
covenant to have in operation on said Ferry the first steam 
Ferry Boat, ‘‘ with such other boats or barges as are ormay 
be required by the acts of the Legislature of the People of 
the State of New-York, or by the said parties of the first part 
or theur successors.” 
Your Committee are not aware of any act on the part of 
- the Corporation of New-York which amounts to any requisi- 
tion, such as is contemplated, and implied in the above co- 
_venant in the lease. Ought not such a requirement on the 
part of the Corporation of New-York to be made of the Les- 
sees before the Corporation, as such, could justly and honor- 
ably (if legally) attempt to assert a breach of the covenant in 
question? But there is another ground upon which this 
whole barge question should be put at rest, in the judgment 
of your Committee. It is the unquestionable and notorious 
fact that barges or row boats are not demanded at that Ferry, 
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are entirely disused, and never will be again called into bee 
ing so long as steam Ferry Boats are kept in constant opera- 
tion, and under proper regulations upon the Ferry. 

But although your Committee express the opinion that the 
Lessees of the Fulton Ferry have complied with, and sub- 
stantially and literally performed more than all the cove- 
nants in the lease require, yet your Committee do not hesi- 
tate to express the opinion that the Ferry Boats and other 
accommodations, provided at this Ferry are not such, either 
as to the number of the boats employed, the construction of 
the same, or the accommodations they afford, as the Com- 
mon Law imposes upon the grantees of such an important . 
ferry franchise to provide, nor such as the public have a right 
to demand and require. The grantees of so valuable and 
important a ferry franchise are under the highest obligations 
to keep, maintain, and provide at all times a good and suffi- 
cient ferry, sufficient for the full accommodation of the publee, 
for whose exclusive benefit, use, and accommodation this 
Ferry, as well as all Ferries, are established and regulated, 
and no one can doubt that the public have liberally provided 
and placed in the hands of the Lessees of the Fulton Ferry 
abundant means with which to provide, maintain, and keep, 
such a Ferry as this same public have a right reasonably ‘to 
demand and require. 


Turrpiy. What measures in view of all the circumstan- 
ces of the case are proper and expedient for the Common 
Council to adopt in reference to the Fulton Ferry? 


This inquiry, the most natural and important of all the 
matters submitted for consideration, has been to your Com- 
mittee one of peculiar difficulty and embarrassment. 

The lease of the Fulton Ferry was granted by the Corpo- 
ration of New York to Robert Fulton and William Cutting, 
January 24, 1814, for the term of twenty five years, from the 
first day of May in the year 1814 fully to be complete and ended ; 
thus there is a term of three years from the firstday of May 
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1836 yet to expire, and to be complete and ended, before the 
premises demised inthe lease will again come into the pos- 
session and under the control of the Corporation of New 
York, and by the fourth covenant in the lease, the Corporation 
has entered into an express agreement not to ‘“ grant, estab- 
lish or permit any other Ferry between the said city of New York 
and Brooklyn to the southward of the present Ferry at Catharine 
slip,” during the existence of the lease to Mess’rs Cutting and 
Fulton! 


Whether this covenant is legal and binding upon the Cor- 
poration and secures to the grantees of this Ferry any rights 
or privileges which the Common Law would not grant and 
secure, is a question which your Committee will not presume 
to determine or decide. It is sufficient for your Committee 
to state that the validity of this covenant has been again and 
again most ably discussed by and before the Common Coun- 
cil of this City at different periods of time, during the last 
ten years—and the Committee would refer to the opinions of 
Chancellors Kent and Jones, and of Mess’rs Harrison, Slosson 
and Warner, in reference to the construction of the covenants 
in this lease and now on file in the office of the Clerk of the 
Common Council. It is perfectly evident from the history 
of all the various Resolutions and discussions in reference 
to the Fulton Ferry, which have occurred or which have 
been agitated in the Common Council of this city from the 
year 1822 to the present time, that this express covenant in the 
lease to Mess’rs Fulton and Cutting has been the principal if 
not the sole and only obstacle which has prevented the grant 
of full absolute and entire relief and accommodation to the 
citizens of New York and Brooklyn who have had occasion 
to pass this Ferry. 

But the time has now arrived when some measures must 
be adopted by the Common Council of this city in reference 
to the accommodations of this important Ferry. Important 
both to New York and Long Island—as it crosses not a mere 
rivulet, but a great arm of the sea—it connects the great 
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Commercial City of New York with the rapidly increasing 

population and resources of the City of Brooklyn—a city_ 

' which contained in the year 1814, when the lease in question 

was granted, a population of about Five Thousand, and 

which now numbers a population of Twenty Five Thousand 

souls. Ifthe population of Brooklyn shall continue to in- 
crease at the same ratio of increase as for the last five years, 

and who doubts but that such must be the inevitable result ; 

her population will be in the year 1840, forty-one thousand 
siz hundred and sixty-six. 

It must be evident therefore that in view of the rapidly 
increasing population on either side of the East river—the 
vast accumulation of business—the crowded state and con~ 
dition of all marts for business, that the city of Brooklyn is 
destined to become and must inevitably become one of the 
largest and most important cities of the Union---and hence 
the intercourse between her citizens and the citizens of New 
York, must every year be more and more necessary, impor- 
tant and frequent. 

The question, therefore, what shall be the measures which 
the Common Council ought to adopt in reference to this 
Ferry, is one of intense interest and importance to the citi- 
zens of Manhattan Island as well as to the citizens of Long 
Island. © 

The Committee would here remark that by the lease of 
the Fulton Ferry, the Corporation are now obligated at the 
expiration of the present lease to purchase, at an equitable 
appraisement, such boats as may at that time be actually 
used and employed in the Ferry, together with the Floating 
Bridges, &c. That on the 14th of September, 1835, the 
Board of Aldermen adopted a Report and Resolutions, au~ 
thorizing the Lessees to provide two steam Ferry Boats for 
the transportation of passengers, and appropriated, at a rent 
of $1500, the westerly side of Pier No. 21, for the use of the 
passenger boats, and resolved to extend the north-easterly 
pier of the Ferry Company at Brooklyn, and appropriated 
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$1500 for the purpose; and also resolved that the Corpora- 
tion of New-York should take the two new steam Ferry 
Boats at an appraisement at the expiration of the present 
lease. On the 30th of October, 1835, the Ferry Committee 
_ of the Board of Assistant Aldermen, reported in favor of a 
concurrence with the Board of Aldermen in all the resolu- 
tions above referred to; except that the Committee recom- 
mended that a Resolution should be adopted, declaring that 
the two new steam Ferry Boats should not be appraised, and 
paid for by the Corporation of New-York; this Report and 
Resolutions were subsequently adopted by an almost unani- 
mous vote of the Board of Assistant Aldermen. Thus the 
permission to build and provide the two new steam Ferry 
Boats for passengers, is now granted to the Lessees and 
Stockholders of the Fulton Ferry Company. But in conse- 
quence of the vote of the Board of Assistant Aldermen, above 
referred to, the contemplated arrangement has not yet been 
carried into effect. = 

In view of this recent and divided vote on the part of one 
of the legislative branches of the Common Council, your 
Committee have devoted much time and attention to ascer- 
tain and report such other measures as would secure full 
relief and accommodation at this Ferry without subjecting 
the Corporation of New-York to unreasonable taxation, and 
which should be otherwise free from difficulty and objec- 
tion. 

And your Committee herewith submit a proposition in 


writing, signed by Mess’rs Leavitt and Butler. These gen- ~ 


tlemen are citizens of Brooklyn, and are known in this com- 
munity as men of sufficient pecuniary ability to perform what 
they may undertake. 

The proposals which these gentlemen now make to the 
Common Council, through your Committee, are entitled to 
the grave consideration of the authorities of this city. 

Your Committee would briefly explain what the citizens 
of New-York and Brooklyn, and the Corporation of New- 
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York, would secure by the arrangement which Mess’rs Lea- 
vett and Butler propose. 

It was admitted by all the witnesses, Counsel and parties, 
complainants, who appeared before your Committee, that 
two new steam Ferry Boats, properly constructed, and ex- 
clusively devoted to the use of foot passengers, together with 
some minor police regulations, would secure, for the present 
at least, adequate relief to the citizens of Brooklyn who have 
occasion daily to pass this Ferry. 

Do the propositions of Mess’rs Leavitt and Butler meet 
this measure of relief? 

If your Committee fully understand the propositions of the 
gentlemen referred to, they would, if accepted, and carried 
into effect, secure to New-York and Brooklyn the following 
immediate and important benefits and advantages. 

1. An immediate reduction of the rates of Ferriage, for 
foot passengers from four cents to two cents, the rate pro- 
posed by the bill now pending before the Legislature, and 
also a reduction of twenty-five per cent. upon the rates of 
ferriage upon carriages, carts, and other vehicles. This re- 


duction of ferriage for foot passengers is of great importance 


to the laboring, but highly respectable classes of our citizens, 
who cannot, without great inconvenience, always command 
at one time a sufficient sum of money to avail themselves of 
the privilege of commuting for ten dollars a year; but with 
the ferriage at two cents the poor and laboring classes may 
cross this Ferry twice in each day for about $12 for a 
year. But, it may also be remarked, that the competition 
which must exist between the rival Ferries at Peck-slip, at 
Catherine-street, and at Whitehall-slip, must of ‘necessity 
in the course of a few yeurs tend to a proper and just reduc- 
tion of the rates of ferriage to Brooklyn; and if such should 
not be the result, the Legislature of the State may by an act 
regulate the rates which shall be taken. 

2. It secures to the citizens of Brooklyn the running of a 
steam Ferry Boat from midnight to sunrise; this boat thus 
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to commence running immediately upon. the acceptance of 
the proposals. 
-> . 8. It provides for the putting on this ferry two new steam 
Ferry Boats before the first day of October next; to be ap- 
proved by the Common Council; to be run at such times, and 
under such regulations as the Common Council shall from 
time to time make or ordain. 

4. It provides for the running of three steam Ferry Boats 
for the transportation of horses, carts, and other carriages 3 
and freight. 

5. And if five steam Ferry Boats shall not be sufficient, it : 
provides for the putting on that Ferry, during the unexpired 4 
term of the present lease as many other steam ferry boats as the 
Common Council shall from time to time direct; and that 
all the steam Ferry Boats shall be, during the unexpired | 
term of the present lease, under the direction and control of ; 
the Common Council, as to their number, construction, time 
of running, and accommodations, any thing in the present 
lease to the contrary notwithstanding. 

These advantages immediately result to the citizens of 
New-York and Brooklyn, by the arrangement proposed. It 
not only provides more relief than now demanded, but the power 
is thereby vested in the Common Council, to provide other a 
and more ample accommodations at this Ferry, if the same shall oo 
be required at any time hereafter, during the unexpired term 
of three years. 

And we may add, that upon the Corporation of New-York 
no new burden or taxation is imposed; but, on the contrary, 
the assessment, which will be made upon the Corporation 
at the expiration of the present lease, for the steam Ferry 
Boats, Floating Bridges, &c. will be transferred to, and as- 
sumed by Mess’rs Leavitt and Butler. 4 

The next inquiry is, upon what conditions are these propo- a 
sals made? Will the Corporation of New-York yield any of 4 
its rights by thus anticipating the time when the present lease : 
shall have expired, and thus be induced to grant a new lease 
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upon terms which would not be just or consistent with pub- 
lic policy, or with a proper and just regard to the rights of 
our successors, to judge in the matter; or especially con- 
sistent with all the checks and guards which should ever 
encircle and secure the important and valuable interests, 
rights and privileges which the public have now and ever 
will continue to have, in the accommodations which are or 
g may be provided at this point of connection between two 
great cities, at this key of communication between a popula- 
tion, on the one side, of three hundred thousand inhabitants, 
and on the other of nearly one hundred thousand ? 

The Committee are decidedly of the opinion that no new 
lease of this Ferry should be granted, unless it be such lease 
in all its terms as the Common Council would grant if there 
was no lease to expire, no incumbrance on the Ferry to re- 
move. 

In a word, that no consideration should have an influence 
in deciding sucha question, but that which an enlrghtened 
public policy would sanction, but that which secures to the 
citizens of those two cities every reasonable accommodation 
at this Ferry. 

Will the proposition of Mess’rs Leavitt and Butler endure 
thistest? They ask for a lease of ten years; that this lease 
shall be in the usual form, and with the usual covenants, 
save and except that the Common Council of New-York shall 
expressly reserve. full and absolute power to regulate the 
Ferry franchise thus to be granted ; to determine from time 
to time, during the ten years, the number of boats ; the con- 
struction of the same ; the time or times of running, and the 
accommodations which. shall be provided by the Lessees ; 
and generally by police regulation or otherwise, to exercise 
an exclusive control over every thing belonging or apper- 
taining to said Ferry, as to the steam boats or other accom- 
modations which may or shall be provided for the accontmo- _ 
dation of the public; and besides this great and uncontrolled 
power which the Common Council may and will reserve and 
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exercise over this Ferry, there is also another important 
power reserved to the Common Council, which can be ex- 
ercised at any time during the ten years, either to keep in 
check and control the Lessees of the Fulton Ferry, or to em- 
ploy, for giving to Brooklyn and New-York any additional 
Ferry north or south of said Fulton Ferry, which may or 
shall be required for the more complete and perfect accom- 
modation of the public. This important power the applicants 
propose may be expressly reserved in the lease to be granted. 

Having in view, then, the necessary reduction of the rates 
of ferriage, either by the competition between rival Ferries, 
or which may be procured by the act of the Legislature; 
Your Committee believe, that the lease proposed is free from 
all reasonable objection ; it differs from all the ferry leases 
now in force—the lease even of the South Ferry to Brooklyn 
reserves to the Corporation no power or control over its boats 
or the accommodations which shall be provided. 


And your Committee would also state that they are of 
the opinion, that the north easterly pier ofthe Ferry Compa- 
ny at Brooklyn, even if extended upon the plan proposed in 
the Report of the Board of Aldermen above referred to---will 
not accumulate the passenger boats---and besides the land- 
ing thus provided for the pessengers would be accordingly 
inconvenient, as they must pass disagreeably across an area 
always crowded by horses and carts. Your Committee 
recommend that a pier be built at the foot of Fulton street 
in Brooklyn, and that the slip thus formed be appropriated 
to the passenger boats, and thus the passengers as they leave 
the boat will pass up on the south side of Fulton street, and 
be wholly protected and secured from the horses and carts 
which crowd the present landing at Brooklyn. The expense 
of building such a pier as would be required, your Com- 
mittee have ascertained would not exceed seven thousand 
dollars. 


In conclusion, your Committee would suggest for the con- 
sideration of the Common Council, that the arrangements 
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contemplated by the proposition under advisement if carried 
substantially into effect, must and will remove a subject--- 
matter of complaint, which. for a long series of years bas 
partially disturbed that harmony of intercourse which ought 
ever to subsist betwen two cities so clearly and almost indis- 
solubly connected and linked together by substantially simi- 
lar interests. 

And your Committee would therefore suggest for the con- 
sideration and adoption of the Common Council the follow- 
ing Resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That the Fulton Ferry Company be and they 
are hereby required to put on said Fulton Ferry on or before 
the first day of October next, two new Steam Ferry Boats, 
(to be approved by the Common Council) and to be devoted 
exclusively to the transportation of foot passengers---but 
upon this condition however, that Mess’rs David Leavitt and 
Silas Butler execute and deliver the agreements and all such 
bonds and other securities as may be requisite legally to 
bind the said David Leavitt and Silas Butler, to keep and 
perform all the agreements, covenants and conditions (not 
inconsistent with these resolutions) expressed, contemplated 
orimplied in the first, second, third, fourth, Sifth sixth, seventh 
and eighth propositions as numbered in the written proposals 
hereto annexed---such bonds, securities and other writings 
to be approved by the Counsel of the Corporation and the 
Comptroller. 


2. Resolved, That a Lease for the present Fulton Ferry be 
granted to David Leavitt and Silas Butler, for the term of 
five years, from the first day of May, which will be in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, with a 
covenant of renewal for an additional term of five years 
upon a valuation and at a rent, then to be agreed upon be- 
tween the parties. 

3. Resolved, That there shall be a Covenant in said Lease 
expressly reserving to the corporation the absolute right to 
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establish as many Ferries during the said term or terms of 
said Lease, as the Common Council may deem proper and 
“judicious, from time to time, during said term or terms. 

4. Resolved, That there shall also be an express covenant or 
covenants, in said Lease, reserving to the Corporation the 
right to regulate and control the accommodations at said 
Ferry—as to the number and construction of the Ferry 

-Boats—the time or times of running the same—and over 
all and every accommodation at said Ferry—and to be so 

~ expressed as to be binding upon the Lessees to furnish from 
time to time, during said term or terms of five years, allsuch 
boats as the Common Council may or shall direct—and_to 
comply with, observe and keep all such regulations and 
ordinances as the Common Council shall or may make in 
reference to the same. 

5. Resolved, That there shall be no covenant in said Lease 
by which the Corporation can or shall be made liable to pay 
for any Boat, Bridge, or Fixture on the Ferry, at the expi- 
ration of the said lease : and that all boats, &c. put on by 
said Lessees, by the direction of the said Corporation, at 
any time during said lease, to be so put on at the sole expense 
of the said Lessees ; the said Corporatiou to be in no way 
liable for the same. 


6. Resolved, That the said lease for the said first term of 
five years, shall be at an annual rent of six thousand dollars, 
payable quarterly ; and that the said Lessees shall also pay 
seven per centum per annum, upon all expenditures by the 
Corporation for building a Pier at Brooklyn. 


7. Resolved, That a Pier be built and extended at the foot 
of Fulton street, in Brooklyn, near the line of the water grant 
to Obadiah Jackson, feet into the Kast River, under 
the direction of the street commissioner; the said Fulton 
Ferry Company, paying seven per centum per annum upon 
the actual costs of the same. 


8. Resolved, That the easterly side of Pier No. 21, at the 
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foot of Fulton street in New York, and the slip to be formed 
at the foot of Fulton street in Brooklyn [by the proposed new 
Pier,] together with the Pier be appropriated to the use of the 
Fulton Ferry Company, the said Company paying therefor 
the annual rent of $1500 for the use of the same. 

9. Resolved, That the Counsel of the Corporation prepare 
the necessary contracts together with the details of a lease 
in conformity with the foregoing resolutions. 

10. Resolved, That the foregoing Report and Resolutions, 
together with the proposals of Messrs. Leavitt and Butler, 
hereto annexed, be printed in the newspapers employed by 
the Corporation, and that the Comptroller be authorised to 
pay the expenses incurred in printing the same. 

JOHN CLEAVELAND, 

SILAS M. STE Special Committee 
AARON CLARK, > on 

L. P. JORDAN, | Fultou Ferry, 
EGBERT BENSON. J 











PROPOSALS 


OF 
MESS’RS LEAVITT & BUTLER. 


‘commen 


Brooklyn, Apri 7, 1836. 
Gentlemen, 


The undersigned, residents and citizens of Brooklyn, 
would respectfully communicate through you, to the Com- 
mon Council of New-York, the following proposals in refer- 
ence to the Fulton Ferry, and if the same are accepted by 
the Common Council upon the conditions hereinafter named, 
we are ready, and hereby offer to execute the necessary 
legal papers, bonds and writings, which may or shall be ne- 
cessary fully to bind ourselves to perform all the agreements 
and covenants implied in the following proposals. 


We offer and agree to purchase the interest of Mrs. Cut- 
ting in said Fulton Ferry, and so much of the stock of the 
‘New-York and Brooklyn Steam Boat Ferry Company,” as 
will give us the control over the management and conducting 
of the said Ferry. 

And in addition to running the present steam ferry boats, 
now on said Ferry, agreeably to the covenants and agree- 
ments in the present lease contained, and agreeably to all 
the provisions of the laws of the State touching said Ferry, 
and at the times and during the hours as the same are at the 
present time run on said Ferry, we make the following pro- 
posals, and offer and agree as follows, to wit: 


First. We offer and agree to run one of said steam Ferry 
Boats from twelve o’clock, midnight, to half an hour betore 
sunrise in the morning, so that a steam ferry boat shall leave 
the city of New-York, every half hour and the city of Brook- 
lyn every half hour, from 10 o’clock, P. M. to half an hour 
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Waggon or Cart loaded with hay or straw, 50 
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before the time of sunfising each day in the year, provided 
the wind, weather, or ice do not render the crossing of the 
river difficult, or very dangerous, or unless unavoidably in- 
terrupted by war, or for necessary repair of the boats. ~ 
Second. We offer and agree to put on said Ferry, on or 
before the Ist day of October next, or as much sooner as 
practicable, two new steam ferry boats, (to be approved by 
the Common Council of New-York,) to be exclusively devot- 
ed to the use and transportation of foot-passengers, and to 
be constantly running on said Ferry during such hours in 
each day as the Common Council shall from time to time 
order and direct during-said unexpired term of said lease. 


Third. We offer and agree that the following rates of 
ferriage over said Ferry shall be reduced as follows : 


Present or 
legal rate. 


Foot passengers from half an hour before sun- 


rise to 10 P. M., from A £ 4 to 2 cents. 
Foot passengers from 10 P. M. to half an 

hour before sunrise, E i 6 
Coach, . : : . 80t0 37 1-2 
Pheton, f 3 Z g 55 to 37 1-2 
Chair or Gig, . i : é 37 1-2 to 25 
Pleasure Waggon, one horse, .« : 37 1-2 to 25 
Pleasure Waggon, two horses, $ 37sis2 
Country Waggon, loaded, (except with hay 

or straw;) ; : 3 31 1-4 
Country Waggon, empty, : - 20 
Stage, 3 or Ahorses, . ; 50 
Stage, 2 horses, E = 3 oiie2 
Omnibus, 4 horses, 3 ‘ 5 75 
Omnibus, 2 horses, x es 4 50 
Cart loaded, . : 3 20 
Cartempty, - : ; . 12 1-2 
Milk Cart, : ‘ ; Z 8 
Horses (including rider, 10 
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Fourth. We offer and agree to put on said Ferry during 
the unexpired term of said lease, as many and such addi- 
tional steam Ferry Boats as the Common Council shall 
hereafter from time to time, during such unexpired term of 
said lease, order and direct. 


Fifth. We agree to be subject to and comply with all such 
police and other regulations touching said Ferry or the man- 
agement of the same either as to the number of steam Boats, 
‘their construction, time or times of running the same, or 
other accommodations at or about said Ferry as the Com- 
mon Council during said unexpired term of said lease, shall 
from time 1o time order or direct. 


Sixth. We offer and agree at the expiration of said lease 
to take and assume, to pay for all the Steam Boats now or 
then on said Ferry, together with all bridges, &c. and also all 
steamboats, &c. which we may hereafter be ordered or direct- 
ed to put on said Ferry during said unexpired term (inclu- 
ding the said two Steam Ferry Boats for passengers above 
mentioned) and to hold harmless and indemnified the Cor- 
poration of New York from and against all liabilities for the 
same under any of the covenants of said lease contained. 


Seventh. We offer and agree to execute to the Corporation 
such a sufficient bond fully and reasonably to indemnify the 
said Corporation against all the covenants in said lease as 
may be proper or necessary in the premises. 


Eighth. We offer and agree to pay to the Corporation of 
New York (in addition to the present rent of Four Thousand 
and Five Hundred Dollars) the sum of Fifteen Hundred 
annual rent for the south side, and half of the slips and half 
of the pier at the foot of Fulton street in New York, and for 
the use of a slip and pier to be provided at the foot of Ful- 
ton Street in Brooklyn; and also to pay to said Corporation 


seven per centum per annum on all moneys to be expended 


for the building of a pier, &c. at the foot of Fulton street in 
Brooklyn. 
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The above propositions are made by the undersigned up- 
on the following conditions :--- 

First. That the Corporation of New York procure a re- 
peal of the law requiring the said Steam Boat Ferry Compa- 
ny to keep on said Ferry any horse, team or sail boats or 
barges. 

Second. That the Corporation of New York build a suita- 
ble pier, &c. at the foot of Fulton street m Brooklyn and 
appropriate the slip and pier thus formed to the use of the 
said Ferry Boats and for fuel, &c. 

Third. hat the Corporation of New York grant a lease 
to the undersigned of said Ferry, for the term of ten years 
from the first day of May which will be in the year 1839--- 
said lease so to be granted to be in the usual form, except that 
the Corporation may expressly reserve in said lease, the 
right to establish as many Ferries between the city of New 
York and the city of Brooklyn north or south of the said Fulton 
Ferry, as the Common Council shall from time to time during 
said ten years, deem proper or advisable--and there may be 
also in said lease an express covenant on the part of the 
Lessees, that they shall and will put on said Ferry during 
said term, as many Steam Ferry Boats and such boats as the 
Common Council shall from time to time order and direct--- 
and that the Common Council shall reserve the right to make 
any police or other regulations touching said Ferry or the 
management of the same, as to the number of boats, con- 
struction of the same, times of running and generally as to 
all accommodations at or about said Ferry---and also a cove- 
nant may be inserted by which the rates of: ferriage shall 


not be increased during the said ten years above the rates 


above specified---and that the Common Council shall not be 
liable to pay for any boat, bridge, fixtures, &c. which may be 
on said Ferry at the expiration of said ten years---and also 


-a covenant to pay the annual sum of Six Thousand Dollars 


and seven per cent. upon expenditures as aforesaid. 
And the undersigned would submit to the consideration of 
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the Common Council, that the expenses which must necessa- 
rily be incurred by them in putting on the two new Steam 
Ferry Boats, and in purchasing the interest of Mrs. Cutting 
and the interest of the several stockholdersin said Ferry and 
the expense of running the five steam boats for one year, 
will exceed the sum of Two Hundred Thousand dollars--- 
in other words the undersigned state the fact to be, that they 
would be obliged to disburse in cash or to give cash securities 
during one year, commencing say May Ist, 1836, and ending 
May Ist, 1837, for a sum actually exceeding Two Hundred 
Thousand Dollars. During the last year ending 31st, March 
1836, the actual expense incurred in running the three Steam 
Ferry Boats now on said Ferry, as appears by the Books, 
was Forty-eight Thousand, Nine Hundred and sixty-eight 
Dollars and fourteen cents. 

In view of this great and immediate expenditure of money, 
and of the proposed immediate reduction of ferriage, and of 
the payment by them for all boats, &c. which may be on 
said Ferry at the expiration of the present lease, and of the 
unlimited control which the Corporation would possess over 
the Ferry, the undersigned would not be safe, and could not 
without much hazard, enter into the agreements above pro- 
posed, unless a lease of ten years at least were granted to 
them by the Corporation upon reasonable terms. - 


And in conclusion, we would remark, that no resident or 
citizen of Brooklyn is more fully convinced of the absolute 
necessity of other and more ample accommodations at the 
said Ferry, than the undersigned, and one motive which in- 
duces them to make the above propositions is to furnish to 
the citizens of New-York and Brooklyn, a Ferry which shall 
be so conducted as to furnish a rapid, safe and comfortable 
passage across the East River at all times in the year; and 
we, therefore, now offer to withdraw these propositions, pro- 
vided any other responsible citizens of Brooklyn shall choose 
or elect to make the same, or similar offers upon the same 
or more favorable terms, and to enter into the same or other 
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_ Joun CLEAVELAND, 
~ Sitas M. STILLWELL, 
- James Ferris, 


on 
Aaron Cia RK, 


-L. P. Jorvan, — Fulton Ferry. a8 
_ Easert Benson, © rs oe 
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‘DOCUMENT No. 88. 


to my _ BOARD OF 
_ ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


APRIL 22d, 1836. 


Report of the Select Joint Committee on the Division of 
Wards, on the petition of the electors of the Eleventh Ward, 

- for a division of the same. Laid on the table, and made the 
Special Order for next Monday. _ 
“Hi Wm. Hacavorn, Clerk. 


_ The Joint Select Committee, to whom was referred the 
sanexed application from the electors of the Eleventh Ward ~— 
 4or a division of the same, 2 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


_ That they have given the subject an attentive examina- — 
_ tion, and have come to the conclusion that this Ward ought 

- to be divided. : 
_ The extent of territory exceeds four hundred and thirty 
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acres, the present population is about thirty thousand, and — 
will no doubt be considerably increased, before another elec+ 
tion can be held therein, and the duties now required from 
the representatives of this Ward are far too laborious to be 
imposed on any of the representatives under the present 
organization of the City Government. 

While the Committee make these remarks, they would, 
at the same time, state their opinion that in the division of 
Wards, due regard should be had to the future population of 
this city, and no subdivision should be made which would 
not leave in any Ward, when divided, an extent of territory 
sufficient for a population of not less than twenty-five thou- 
sand inhabitants. 

Believing that the future population of these wards accord- 
ing to the proposed division will reach this number, your 
Committee recommend that such division be made in the 
mode proposed in the petition, by a line running North and 
South through Avenue B. and Clinton street; and they offer 
the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That the Eleventh Ward be divided into two 
Wards by a line running through the centre of Avenue B, 
and Clinton street, North and South. 

Resolved, That all that portion thereof lying East of the divi- 
ding line shall be known as the Eleventh Ward. 

Resolved, That all that portion thereof lying west of the 
dividing line shall be known as the seventeenth Ward. 

Resolved, That the Counsel of the Corporation prepare a 
memorial and draft of a law to carry the same into effect, 
and the same be forwarded to the Legislature for adoption. 

SILAS M.STILWELL, > 
FRANCIS FICKETT, 

D. BANKS, 

EGBERT BENSON, 

D. P. INGRAHAM, 
GEOGE PAULDING, 
AARON CLARK, 

JOHN V. GREENFIELD, 
L. P. JORDAN, 








Joint Select 
f Committee, 
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BOARD OF 
ASSISTANT ALDERMEN, 


APRIL 22d, 1836. 


_ Report of the Committee on laws, against the Resolutions 
from the Board of Aldermen, relative to the Clerks of the 
Upper Police Office. Adopted. 


x 


Wn. Hacaporn, Clerk. 


7 


The Committee on Laws, to whom was referred the annex- 
ed Report and Resolutions relative to the Clerks of the Upper 
Police Office, : 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That after an attentive examination of this subject, your 
Committee have not been able to arrive at all the conclusions 
adopted by the Committee of the Board of Aldermen in their 

-Report.—The facts are as follows: In the year 1832, the 
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Legislature passed an act authorising the Common Council 
to appoint an additional police justice, and 10 establish an office 
as a branch of the Police Office in any part of the city north 
of Grand street, which when established, should for all legal 
purposes be deemed a Police Office of the city of New York. 

Shortly thereafter a Justice was appointed and the office 
established in the Bowery at the corner of 'Third street, and 
on the 27th June 1832, Joshua L. Pell was appointed by the 
Common Council a Clerk of the Police office. 


Doubts afterwards having arisen as to the legality of this 
appointment, the Common Council in 1833, asked for and 
obtained from the Legislature the passage of a law which 
with other matters, provided for the appointment by the 
Common Council of one or more Clerks of the Police Office 
in the said city when they deem it expedient—Laws of 
1833, p. 14. 

In 1834 the Common Council under this act appointed 
Herman Ruggles to be a Clerk of the Upper Police, and at 
the same time passed a Resolution to remove Mr. Pell. He 
hoxvever, declined to quit the office claiming that he is legal- 
ly appointed and as such is entitled to hold the office for the 
term of four years. 


The Constitution of this state has limited the period for 
which the Special Justices and their Clerks shall hold their 
office to four years, and in any view of the subject, the Reso- 
lution of removal passed by the Common Council in 1834, 
was improper. Ifthe appointment of Mr. Pell was legal, he 
was appointed for four years and the Common Council did 
notin that way possess the power of removing him from 
office before that time had expired, and if the appointment 
was nota legal one, then Mr. Pell had no right to the office 


-and consequently a resolution to remove him must have been 


inoperative. Laying out of view then, that proceeding, the 
only question appears to your Committee to be, whether the 
Common Council at the time of Mr. Pell’s. appointment had. 
the authority to appoint a second Clerk in the Police Office. 
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The question which is raised by the Committee of the 
Board of Aldermen, whether Mr. Pell or Mr. Ruggles is 
legally the Clerk of the Upper Police does not at all affect 
this case. Mr. Ruggles was appointed after the passage of 
the act of 1833 which authorised the appointment of one or 
more Clerks. His appointment was undoubtedly legal, 
whatever may be the decision in regard to Mr. Pell. 

The Constitution gives to the Common Council of this City 
the power of appointing the Special Justices and Clerks of 
the Police office. 

‘The act of 1813, provided for the appointment of one 
Clerk in the Police Office as often as it shall be deemed neces- 
Sari. 

The act of 1832 authorized the Upper Police Office to be 
established—and it may well be doubted whether by this act 
authorizing the establishment of a separate Police Office, 
power was not also given to do all the acts necessary to 
carry the object of the law into operation. A very material 
and necessary act for this purpose was the appointment of 
a Clerk, without whom no business could have been trans- 
acted and the very intent of the law would have been de- 
feated. 

In the opinion of the Committee the law of 1833 would not 
affect the question. The appointment made prior to its pas- 
sage, was not rendered illegal by that act, if by any previous 
authority in the Common Council to appoint, it can be con- 
sidered legal. Nor does that section confer any new powers 
on the Common Council than they previously possessed by the 
clause in the Constitution, but is a mere declaration of the 
powers therein granted. The Constitution authorizes them 
to appoint the Clerks of the Police Office, and the act says the 
Common Council may appoint one or more Clerks of the 
Police Office when they deem it expedient. 

On the other hand it is contended that the Legislature had 
not previously to the appointment of Mr. Pell, at any time 
authorized the appointment of more than one Clerk of the 
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Police office, and therefore his appointment is illegal and. 
void—notwithstanding the power conferred by the Consti- 
tution. Your Committee however, have not agreed in this last 
view of the subject, and they are of opinion that in the pres- 
ent situation of this matter, it would not be proper in the 
Common Council to adopt any resolution either in favor of 
or against the legality of the appointment. © 

A suit is pending against Mr. Pell for the fees received by 
him as Clerk, in which the sole question is the legality of 
this appointment, and the decision of that cause will put at 
rest the point in issue here. 

Another reason is, that according to Mr. Pell’s commission, 
his term of service will expire on the 27th June next, when 
the Common Council can at their pleasure re-appoint him, 
or suffer the office to expire, and thus end the whole matter 
in a much shorter period than any legal proceedings against 
him can be brought to a close. 

Under this view of the subject your Committee do not con- 
sider the passage of the resolutions as adopted by the Board 
of Aldermen to be expedient, and they therefore recommend 
that this Board do not concur therein. 


THOS. S. BRADY, Committee on 
D, P. INGRAHAM, Laws. 
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